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)@C^^M  H  E  difhonourable  Return  of  the 
pK  §ri  Fr£';z^/6  King  to  the  other  Side  of 
M^^M  the  Alps,  tho'  it  had  proceeded 
rather  from  Indifcretion,  or  from  Difor- 
Vol.  II.  B  ders. 
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■'^-  ^-  ders,  than  from  Pufillanimity,  or  theWeak- 
c-^-v^nefs  of  his  Forces,  gave  great  Hopes  to  the 
People  that  Italy,  which  had  felt  fo  fevere 
a  Stroke  of  Fortune,  would  in  a  (hort  Time 
recover,  and  be  intirely  freed  from  the  In- 
folent  Dominion  oiihtFretich.  The  Con- 
dud:  of  the  Venetians^  and  the  Duke  of 
Milaii\  Refolution  and  Wifdom  were 
cried  up  to  the  Skies.  Every  one  allowed, 
that  it  was  through  their  Means  fo  fine  a 
Country  had  narrowly  efcaped  being  en- 
flaved  by  Foreigners.  The  People's  Ex- 
pe(5tations  of  a  lafting  Profperity  were 
juftly  grounded  ;  but  their  Deliverers, 
Pernicious  blinded  by  ambitious  Views,  and  which 
Effe^s  of  jj^  (.j^g  £j^(j  proved  hurtful  to  themfelves. 

Ambition..  n         r        'r         \      \  \  y        r^ 

infamoufly  facrinced  the  public  Good  to 
private  Intereft,  and,  inftead  of  confirming 
and  eflablifhing  by  their  Counfels  and 
Arms  the  peaceable  Profped:  they  had 
procured,  made  ufe  of  their  Power  to 
bring  farther  Calamities  on  their  Country. 
Ambition,  which  would  not  fuffer  them 
to  remain  contented  within  their  proper 
Bounds,  foon  threw  every  thing  again 
into  Confufion,  and  prevented  their  reap- 
ing the  Fruits  of  a  Vidory  they  had  after- 
wards 
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wards  obtained  againfl:  the  French  who 
were  left  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  :  A 
Vidlory  made  eafy,  through  the  Negli- 
gence of  Charles,  and  the  Weaknefs  of 
his  Counfels,  which  were  the  Occafion 
that  the  Succours  defigned  by  him  when 
he  left  Italy  were  never  fent ;  for  neither 
was  any  Provifion  made  of  a  Fleet,  nor  did 
the  Auxiliaries  promifed  by  the  Florentines 
ever  march. 


LoDovico  had  no  fincere  Intentions  in  Artful 
fubmitting  to  a  Peace  with  Charles.  For^°^*^"^ 
refleding,  as  it  is  natural  to  the  offendingi/;V«>. 
Perfon,  on  the  Injuries  he  had  done  him, 
he  perfuadcd  himfelf  that  he  could  not 
with  Security  rely  on  his  Faith.  It  had 
been  purely  out  of  a  Defire  of  recovering 
Novara^  and  freeing  his  own  Territory 
from  the  War,  that  he  had  been  induced 
to  promifc  what  he  never  intended  to  per- 
form ;  nor  is  there  any  Reafon  to  doubt 
but  that  the  Fc?ietians  gave  their  Confent 
to  this  Peace  with  the  fame  DilTimuiation, 
becaufe  it  relieved  them  from  the  immenfe 
Expence  they  were  at  in  the  Novarefe, 
However  Lodovico  did  not  think  proper  as 

B   2  yet 
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A.  D.  yet  to  declare  his  Mind,  but  wait  till  a  fea- 
fonable  Opportunity  offered  ;  and  there- 
fore fulfilled  all  thofe  Articles  of  the 
Capitulation,  which  might  be  faid  to  be 
in  his  immediate  Power  to  comply  with. 
He  gave  Hoftages,  fet  th^  Prifoners  at 
Liberty,  paying  their  Ranfom  to  the 
Captors  with  his  own  Money,  reflored 
the  Ships  taken  at  Rapalky  removed 
Fracajj'a  from  Pifa,  as  he  could  no  longer 
conceal  his  being  in  his  Pay,  and  within 
the  Month  appointed  by  the  Articles  deli- 
vered the  Caflelktto  of  Ge?2oa  to  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara,  who  went  in  Perfon  to  re- 
ceive it.  But,  on  the  other  Hand^  he  left 
Liicio  Malvezzo  in  Pifa  with  a  good  Body 
of  Troops,  pretending  he  was  in  the  Genceje 
Pay  ',  and  permitted  that  two  Caraques, 
which  had  been  equipped  at  Ge?7oa  for 
Ferdinando^  fliould  fail  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples^  alledging  in  Excufe  that,  becaufe 
they  were  hired  by  that  Prince  before  the 
Gonclufion  of  the  Peace,  the  People  of  Ge- 
noa  would  not  confent  that  they  fliould  be 
rcfufed  him  ;  he  alfo  fecretly  perfuaded 
the  Genoeje  not  to  fend  the  Hoftages.  But 
what  moftly  contributed  to  the  Lofs  of  the 

Cailks 
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Caftles  of  Naples,  was  the  Delay  which 
he  artfully  procured  to  be  made  in  fending 
out  the  fix  Ships  which  were  deflined  for 
their  Succour.  For  as  foon  as  the  King 
had  armed  his  four  Ships,  and  Lodovico 
the  two  he  had  engaged  for,  he  prevailed 
on  the  Genoefe  to  pretend  to  be  alarmed, 
and  oppofe  their  being  manned  with  French 
Soldiers,  unlefs  the  King  would  give 
Security  that  the  Ships  (hould  be  reflored 
to  them,  and  that  they  fhould  not  be  em- 
ployed againft  themfelves  for  changing  their 
Government.  Charles  made  heavy  Com- 
plaints to  Lodovico  by  proper  Perfons  of 
thefe  Evalions  :  His  Anfwer  was,  that  he 
had  fulfilled  his  Engagement  by  arming 
his  two  VefTels,  for  no  Mention  was  then 
made  that  French  Troops  were  to  be  put 
on  board  them  ;  and  as  the  Command 
he  had  in  Genoa  was  not  abfolute,  but  li- 
mited, it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  oblige 
the  Gencefe  to  ad:  in  every  thing  as  he 
pleafed  j  and  more  efpecially  in  what  they 
pretended  had  an  immediate  Tendency 
to  endanger  their  Liberties  and  Safety, 
To  give  a  greater  Force  to  thefe  Excufes, 
he  prevailed  on  the  Pope  to  order  the 
B  3  Genoefe 
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^'  ^'  Genoefe  and  himfelf,  under  Pain  of  Ex- 
L—»^-*«  communication,  not  to  let  any  armed 
VelFel  belonging  to  the  Frejich  go  out 
of  the  Port  of  Genoa.  Thefe  were 
the  Means  by  which  the  French  in 
Naples  were  fruftrated  of  their  chief 
Succour. 

LoDovico  obftrudted  alfo  the  Afliftance 
they  expelled  from  the  Florentines^  both 
of  Men  and  Money  j   for  as  foon  as  the 
Treaty   before  mentioned  was  ligned    at 
'Tiirin^  Guid  AntoJiio  Vefpucci^  one  of  the 
Florentine  AmbafTadors,  fet  out  with  all 
Expedition  with  the  Articles ;  but  in  paf- 
fing  through  the  Dutchy  of  Milan^  where 
he  imagined  himfelf  fecure,  as  his  Mailers 
had  flood  neuter,  he   was  Hopped  by  the 
Duke's  Order  at  Alejj'andria^  rifled  of  all 
his  Papers,   and  brought  to   Milan.     At 
the  Time  the   French  quitted  Fija^  the 
Fijans  had  fent  to   implore  Affiflance  of 
the  Venetians  and  the  Duke  of  Milan^  who 
now,  by  the  Interception  of  Vefpiicci  and 
his  Papers,   underftanding  the  Agreement 
and  Engagements  of  the  Florentines^  re- 
folved,  with  the  Approbation  of  the  Pon- 
tiff 
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tiff  and  of  all  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies,  '^-   ^'' 

•  '  •  '  495' 

not  to  fuffer  Pi/a  to  fall  into  the  Hands » — ^^-^ 
of  the  Florentines ;  for,  on  Perufal  of  the 
Turin  Treaty,  they  found  that,  as  foon  as 
Pifa  and  its, Territory  were  reduced,  the 
Florentines  engaged  to  provide  the  French 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  with  Men  and 
Money.  They  were  all  apprehenfive  that 
the  Florentines  would  become  too  power- 
ful with  the  Recovery  of  Pija^  and  that 
their  Union  with  France^  when  they  were 
difengaged  from  a  Pifan  War,  might  en- 
danger the  Liberties  of  Italy, 

But  the  principal   View,   both  of  the /'/>  co- 
Venetians  and  Lodovico^  was  to  get  P^fa^'il^oTjJj 
into  their  own  Poffeflion.     The  laft  hadand  the 
long  fince  a  Defign  on  that  State ;  and 
the  Venetians^  at  the  DilTolution  of  the  an- 
tient  Union  of  the  other  Potentates,  and 
the  DeprelTion  of  Part  of  thofe  who  ufed 
to  oppofe  their  Encroachments,  began  to 
entertain  Thoughts  and  Hopes  of  making 
themfelves  Sovereigns  of  Italy^  and    ima- 
gined Pifa   a  very  proper  Place  to  begin 
with,   on  account   of  the  Conveniency  of 
its  Haven  of  LivornOy  which  they  knew 
B  4  could 
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A.  D.  could  not  be  long  preferved  by  the  Flo- 
^^^-'^.rpiifinp^^  unlefs  they  were  Mafters  of 
Pifa-,  and  this  Port  would  give  them 
the  Command  of  the  lower  Sea,  and 
the  City  of  Pifa  an  eaiy  Inlet  into  T^uf- 
cany. 

But  the  Duke  of  Milan  was  before- 
hand with  them,  and,  at  the  very  Time 
he  was  amufing  the  Flore7iti?tes  with  vain 
Hopes  of  his  Concurrence  with  their 
Meafures,  he  ordered  his  General  Fra- 
cajfa,  who  had  an  Eflate  in  the  Pifan,  to  go 
thither  under  a  Pretence  of  looking  after 
his  Affairs  ;  and  from  Genoa  he  fent  a 
frefh  Supply  of  Troops.  The  Pifam 
were  likewife  fed  with  Hopes  by  the 
Venetians,  who  difpatched  one  of  their 
Secretaries  to  Genoa,  to  intreat  that  Re- 
public not  to  abandon  the  Pifaris,  and  to 
levy  Men :  But  the  Genoefe  proceeded  ve- 
ry flowly  in  fending  them,  becaufe  whilil 
the  Citadel  was  in  PolTeffion  of  the  Trench^ 
and,  what  is  much  more,  whilfl:  their  King 
was  ftill  in  Italy,  they  judged  there  was  no 
great  Foundation  to  be  laid  on  tliat  Project. 


On 
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On  the  other  Side  as  foon  as  the  Floren- 
tines  had  heard  that  the  new  Convention 
was  figned  by  their  AmbaiTadors  at  Turi?iy 
they  augmented  their  Forces,  to  be  in  a 
Condition  of  obliging  the  Pifans  to  com- 
ply immediately  with  the  King's  Orders 
when  the  Treaty  Ihould  arrive  j    which 
being  retarded  by  the  Seizure  of  their  Am- 
baffador,  they  were  determined  to  lofe  no 
Time,   but  took  the  Caftle  of  Palaia,  and 
then  laid  Siege  to  Fico  Pifano,     But  either 
through  Mifcondud:,  or  for  want  of  a  fuffici- 
ent  Force  to  carry  on  their  Approaches  on 
the  Side  of  Pifcjy  where  the  Pifans  had  e- 
redled  a  Fort  on  an  Eminence  pretty  near 
the  Town,  they  mifcarricd  in  their  Enter- 
prize.     They  had  attacked  it  on  the  lower 
Side  towards  Bientina^  from  whence  they 
could  do  little  Damage,  for  the  Town  kept 
an  open  Communication   with  Pifa  and 
Cajcina,     Another  Caufe  of  their  ill  Suc- 
cefs  was  owing  to  Pagolo  Vitelli^  who,  af- 
ter receiving  Three  Thoufand  Ducats  from 

o 

the  Pifans^  entered  Vico  with  his  own  and 
his  Brother'sRegiments,  pretending  to  have 
received  Letters  frorii  the  King,  and  Or- 
ders 
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ders  from  the  General  oiLanguedoc^  Bro- 
ther to  the  Cardinal  of  St.  Maloy  who  was 
detained  by  Sicknefs  at  Pietra  Santa,  to 
protedt  Pifa  and  its  Territory  till  he  receiv- 
ed contrary  Inftrud:ions.  It  appeared  very 
furprifing,  that  the  Pijans  ftiould  be  pro- 
tected by  the  Fre?2ch  and  Milafiefe  Forces 
at  the  fame  Time,  and  be  alfo  encouraged 
by  the  Venetians,  whilft  that  Senate  and  the 
Duke  oi Milan  were  in  open  War  with  the 
King  of  France.  Fitelli's  Reinforcement 
fecured  Fico  Pifa?2o,  and  the  Artillery  did 
fuch  Execution  amongft  the  Florentines^ 
who  lay  in  the  open  Field  without  En- 
trenchments, that,  after  lying  before  the 
Place  many  Days,  they  were  obliged  to 
raife  the  Siege  with  no  fmall  Lofs  of 
their  Credit. 


li'vtrno        In  the  mean  Time  arrived  Difpatches 
j^  jjg      from  the  King,  Duplicates  of  which  had 
Fhren-     been  fecretly  fent  by  different  Roads  ;   in 
confequence  thereof  Saillant,  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor of  Livorno  under  Beau- 
mont y  who  had  been  placed  there  by  the 
King,   immediately  reftored     that    Port, 
-  Town  and  Caflle  to  the  Florentines ;    and 

Monf. 
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Monf.  De  njle^  the  Commiflary  appoint- 
ed to  receive  from  the  Florentines  the  Ra- 
tification of  the  Turin  Treaty,  began  to 
confult  with  Entragues,  the  Governor 
of  the  Citadel  of  Pi/a  and  of  theCaftles  of 
Pietra  Safita  and  Mutrone,  about  the  Man- 
ner and  Time  of  their  Delivery.  But  the 
Governor  whom  the  King  had  appointed 
at  his  Departure  from  Pifa  raifed  various 
Difficulties,  either  becaufe  the  Pifans 
had  gained  his  Affedlion,  as  they  had 
in  general  that  of  all  the  French  j  or  that 
he  had  received  fecret  Orders  from  Ligni, 
whofe  Creature  and  Dependant  he  was  ; 
or  from  a  Love  which  he  bore  to  the 
Daughter  of  Luca  di  Lante,  a  Citizen  of 
Pifa  ;  for  it  was  not  likely  that  he  fhould 
have  been  bribed  by  the  Pifa?is  at  a 
Time  they  would  have  been  out-bid  by 
the  Florentines.  Sometimes  he  would 
give  a  {trained  Conftrudtion  to  the  King's 
Letter  j  then  pretended  to  have  fecret 
Orders  not  to  reftore  them  until  he  re- 
ceived a  private  Token  from  Ligni,  This 
Wrangling  lafted  feveral  Days,  until  at 
lafi:  the  Florentiiies  were  obliged  to  fend 
to  the    King,  who   was  flill  at  Vercelliy 

to 
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^'  D-  to  defire  he  would  put  an  End  to  an 
Affair,  that  was  both  injurious  to 
them,  and  very  much  to  his  Majefly's 
Difcredit. 

The   King  was  exceeding    angry    at 
Entragues's   Difobedience,    and,  with  no 
fmall  Refentment,  ordered  Ligni  to  make 
his    Intentions  known    to  him,  and  fee 
them  carried  into  Execution.    He  intend- 
ed to  fend  a  Perfon  of  Note  with  thefe 
frefh  Orders,  and  a  prefling  Letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Orleans j  who  was  Entragues's 
Liege-Lord.     But  the  Obflinacy  of  Ligni 
and  his  Favourites  got  the  Afcendant  over 
the  King's   weak   Counfels :     The  Dif- 
patches  were  detained  fome  Days,     and 
then  were  not  carried  by  a  Perfon  of  Dif- 
tind:ion,   but   by   Lancepugiie^   a    private 
Gentleman,  who  was  accompanied  by  Ca^ 
millo  Vitelli,    appointed  with  Part  of  the 
Money  which  the  Florentifies  were  to  dif- 
burfe   to    condud:  into  the   Kingdom  of 
Naples  the  Troops  under  his  Command, 
which   on  the   tirft  Notice  of  the  King's 
exprefs  Orders  had  joined  the  Florentine 
Army, 

These 
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These  Difpatches  had  no  better  Effedli 
than  the  former,  tho'  the  Florcnti?ies  had^J^'''^^'^^^ 
given  Entragtiei  Two  Thoufand  Ducats  I'esto  obey 
for  the  Subfiftence   of  his  Troops  in  the  ordersf^ 
Citadel  till  the  King's  Anfwer  arrived.  Ca- 
millo  gotalfo  a  Prefent  of  Three  Thoufand 
Ducats,    without  which  he  would   have 
prevented  the  Delivery  of  the  King's  Let- 
ter.    EiitragueSy  by  his  Manner  of  adting 
was  fuppofed  to  have  received,  by  feme 
bye  Way,  contrary  Dire<5lions  from  Ligni-, 
for,   after  feveral   Days    wrangling  with 
the  Florentine  CommifTaries,   he  thought 
of  gaining   his  Point,    without    feeming 
to  refufe  obeying  the  King's  Commands. 
The  Suburb  of  San  Marco  leads  to  the 
Florentine  Gate,  which  is   contiguous   to 
the   Citadel,  and    the  Pifans,   with    the 
Governor's  Permiffion,  had  eredted  a  very 
large  Fort  on  the  Front  of  this  Suburb. 
They  had,  befides  their  Townfmen  and  a 
vaft  Number  of  Peafants,  a  Thoufand  fo- 
reign Troops  in  their  Pay ;  which  made 
Etitragnes  imagine  them  ftrong  enough  to 
repel    the    Florenti?ies  from   the  Suburb. 
On  this  Suppolition  he  fent  to  the  Floren- 
tine 
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^'  ^'  tine  Commiflaries,  to  let  them  know  that 
v.*.^^^if  they  came  up  to  the  Florentine  Gate  with 
Invitesthc^j^eij-  Army,  which  was  not  to  be  done 
fines  to  without  fii'ft  taking  the  Suburb,  and  the  P/- 
attack  they^^^  offered  any  Refiflance  he  would  foon 
force  them  to  abandon  the  Suburb  by  his  Fire 
from  the  Citadel,  which  commanded  it.  The 
Florentines  gladly  embraced  the  Invitation, 
and  advanced  in  full  Array,  and  with  great 
Eagernefs  and  Confidence  from  their 
Camp  at  San  Remidioy  which  was  not  far 
from  the  Suburb  ;  and  being  informed  by 
Pagolo  Vitelli  of  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Enemy's  Works,  they  affaulted  the  Fort 
in  three  different  Places  with  fuch  Vigour, 
that  they  foon  put  the  Pijans  to  Flight, 
purfued  them,  and  entered  pelmel  with 
them  into  the  Suburb,  by  the  Draw-bridge 
which  joined  it  to  the  Fort,  killing  and 
making  Prifoners  many  of  them.  And  it 
is  not  doubted  but  that  in  the  Heat  of  the 
Purfuit,  without  any  AfUflance  from  the 
Citadel,  they  would  have  entered  the  Gate, 
as  did  fome  of  their  Men  at  Arms,  and 
have  taken  the  City,  the  Pijans  being  put 
to  Flight,  and  making  no  Refiflance.  But 
Fntragnes  finding  Things  go  contrary  to 

his 
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his  Wiihes  and  Intention,  ordered  the  Can-  ^-  ^• 
non  of  the  Citadel  to  fire  on  the  Floren-  J^^^ 
tines.     The  CommifTary  and  Generals,  2i-E»tra. 
mazed   at  the  unforefeen  Accident,   arteron  the 
many  of  their  Men  had  been  killed  and  ^^'"■^«* 

J  .    tints* 

wounded,  and  amongfl:  the  laft  Pagolo  Vt- 
telli  in  his  Leg,  defpairing  to  take  the 
Town  while  the  Citadel  oppofed  them, 
beat  a  Retreat.  For  a  few  Days  they  kept 
PoiTeffion  of  the  Suburb,  but  not  being  a- 
ble  to  fupport  the  Force  of  the  Artillery 
that  continually  played  upon  them,  and  did 
them  great  Damage,  they  were  obliged  at  laft 
to  abandon  it,  and  retire  to  Cafcina^  intend- 
ing to  wait  there  till  the  King  fhould  make 
better  Provifions  againfl  the  manifeft:  Con- 
tumacy of  his  own  Servants. 

The  Florentines  in  the  mean  time  could 
not  avoid  meeting  with  new  and  dangerous 
Troubles  from  other  Quarters,  excited 
principally  by  the  Potentates  of  the 
League;  who,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Conqueft  of  Pifa,  and  to  break  their  Con- 
federacy with  France,  encouraged  Piero  de' 
Media  to  attempt  his  Reftoration  to  Flo- 
rence, with   the  Help   of  Virgiiuo  Orfini^ 

who 
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vf.  D.  •^ho  had  efcaped  from  the  French  the  Day 
(^..-^l!^  of  the  Battle  of  the  T^aro^  and  was  retired 
Tiero  de'  ^o  Bracciaiio.  They  were  both  cafily  per- 
Ai^.//nen-fuaded,   for  Virginio^   let   the   Event   be 

couraged       ,        .  11  1     i      r  r^ 

by  the  what  It  would,  was  glad  or  an  Opportum- 
Aihes  to  ^y^  ^|.  another's  Expence,  of  getting  toge- 
Horence.  ther  his  Partifans  and  old  Soldiers,  and  re-* 
gaining  his  Reputation  in  Arms.  And 
Piero^  as  it  is  cuftomary  for  Exiles  to  em- 
brace all  Offers,  imagined  the  Party  at- 
tached to  his  Family,  which  for  a  great 
Number  of  Years  had  lived  with  fo  much 
Grandeur  in  the  State  of  Florence,  was  nu- 
merous and  ftrong,  and  the  new  popular 
Government  fo  odious  to  many  of  the 
Nobility,  that  he  could  not  fail  of  Suc- 
cefs. 

It  was  believed  that  this  Defign  had 
been  formed  firft  in  Milan  j  for  when 
Virginio  made  his  Efcape,  he  went  dired:- 
ly  to  vifit  that  Duke  :  But  it  was  perfed- 
ed  in  Rome,  after  a  Debate  of  many  Days 
in  the  Pope's  Councils,  by  the  Ve?tetian 
Ambaffador,  and  Cardinal  Afcanio,  who 
adled  by  Commiffion  from  his  Brother  Lo- 
dovico.     The  Grounds  Piero  went  upon 

were 
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were  thefe  :  He  had  amafled  together,  of  ^-  ^• 
his  own  Money  and  what  he  could  borrow 
from  his  Friends,  Ten  Thoufand  Ducats  -, 
and,  befides  the  Affiftance  of  Virginio  with 
his  old  Soldiers,  Giovanni  Bentivoglio^  who 
was  in  the  Pay  of  the  Venetians  and  the 
Duke,  was  to  attack  the  Florentines  on  the 
Side  of  Bologna^  whilft  Caterina  Sforza, 
whofe  Sons  were  in  the  Pay  of  the  Duke 
of  Milan^  was  to  make  a  Diverfion  from 
the  Cities  of  Imola  and  Forli^  which  bor- 
der on  their  Dominions.  There  was  alfo 
good  Reafon  to  think  that  the  Senefe  would 
join  them,  from  their  inveterate  Hatred  to 
the  Florenti?ies^  and  alfo  in  Hopes  of  pre- 
ferving  Montepulciano^  which  they  knew 
they  could  not  keep  with  their  own  Force; 
for  they  had  lately  experienced  that,  even 
with  the  Affiftance  of  the  Lord  of  Piofn^ 
bifio  and  Giovanni  Savelli^  hired  in  common 
by  tjiem  and  the  Duke  oiMilan^  they  had 
not  been  able  to  get  PofTeffion  of  the  Pafs 
of  the  Marfh  oiChiane^  which  is  the  Boun- 
dary, on  that  Side,  between  them  and  the 
Florentines^  for  a  long  Trad;  of  Ground. 
In  order  to  obtain  it,  the  Senefe,  a  few 
Months  before,  had  begun  to  work  on  a 

Vol.  II.  C  Fort 
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Fort   near  the   Bridge   of  Valiano,    from 
whence  they  could  batter  a  Tower  of  the 
Florentines  fituated  on  the  Point  over  againfl 
Montepulciano.     But  the  Succefs  was  quite 
contrary  to   their  Expectations  ;    for  the 
Florentines  alarmed  at  the  Danger  oflofing 
the  Bridge,  by  which  they  would  not  only 
be  deprived  of  the  Means   of  molelling 
Montepulciano^  but  would  alfo  leave  an  In- 
let into  the  Territories  of  Cortona,  Arezzo^ 
and  other  Parts  of  their  Dominions  on  an-» 
other  Side  of  the  Chia?i€y  they  fent  a  flrong 
Body   of  Troops  and  deftroyed  the  Fort 
that  was  building,  and  wholly  to  fecure  the 
Pafs  ereded  another  themfelves,  near  the 
Bridge,  but  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Chiane, 
large  enough  to  contain  a  numerous  Gar- 
rifon,   and  frpm  thence  took  Advantage  to 
make  Excuriions  to  the  very  Gates  of  M?«- 
tcpulciano,  and  infefted  all  the  Towns  of  the 
Seneje  in  thofe  Parts ;  and,  befides  this  Suc- 
eefs,  a  little  after  the  Paflage  of  the  King  of 
France,  they  routed  the  Troops  of  the  Se^ 
nefe  near  Montepulciano,  and  took  Giovannt 
VitelUi  their  Commander,  Prifoner. 

VlR.GINIQ> 
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ViRGiNio  and  Piero  expeded  alfo  Re- 
teption  and  fome  Conveniencies  from  Pe^ 
7'iigia^  not  only  becaufe  the  Baglioni,  who, 
by  Arms  and  an  Attendance  of  Partifans, 
defpotically  in  a  manner  governed  thatCity, 
were  attached  to  Firginioy  being  every  one 
of  them  of  the  G^^^"^  Fadion  j  and  becaufe 
they  had  maintained  a  very  intimate  Friend- 
ihip  with  Lorenzo^  the  Father  of  PierOy 
•and  afterwards  with  Piero  himfelf,  while 
he  was  in  Florence^  and  had  been  favoured 
by  them  againft  the  Movements  of  their 
Enemies ;  but  alfo  becaufe  being  Subje(fls 
of  the  Church,  tho'  more  in  Shew  than  in 
Effedl,  it  was  believed  that  on  thisOccalion, 
which  did  not  relate  principally  to  their 
State,  they  would  adt  conformably  to  the 
Pope's  Will,  efpecially  as  it  was  inforced 
by  the  Authority  of  the  Venetians  and  Duke 
oi  Milan, 

On  thefe  Grounds  Piero  and  Virginia 
fet  out  from  the  Roman  Territory,  in  great 
hopes  that  the  Florentines^  divided  amongft 
themfelvcs,  and  alarmed  at  their  being 
attacked  by  fo  many  of  their  Neighbours 
C  2  adino; 
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ading  under  the  Authority  of  the  Allies, 
would  hardly  be  able  to  refifl  them.  After 
halting  a  few  Days  about  Ter?ii  and  Todiy 
where  Virginio  colledled  Money  and  Men 
from  his  Friends  the  Guelfs,  and  humbled, 
at  the  fame  Time,  the  GhibelUnes^  to  gra- 
tify the  Ferugiam^  he  laid  Siege  to  Gualdo, 
a  Town  held  by  the  Community  of  Folig- 
no^^  but  fold  before  by  the  Pope  for  Six 
Thoufand  Ducats  to  the  Periigians^  who 
were  inflamed  not  fo  much  with  an  eager 
Defire  of  poflefling  that  Town,  as  with  a 
Party  Zeal,  which  at  that  Time  excited  ve- 
ry great  Commotions  in  all  the  Towns  of 
that  Diftri(5t.  For  a  few  Days  before  the 
Oddi^  Exiles  oiFej-iigia,  and  Heads  of  the 
Party  oppofite  to  the  Baglioni^  being  af- 
fifled  by  the  People  of  Foligno^  ^fi^fh  ^nd 
other  neighbouring  Places,  which  followed 
the  Ghthclline  Fadlion,  had  entered  Corcia^ 
720 J  a  flrong  Place  Five  Miles  from  Peru- 
gia^ with  Three  Hundred  Horfe  and  Five 
Hundred  Foot.  On  this  Occafion  the 
whole  Country  riling  in  Arms,  for  Spoleto^ 
Camerino,  and  other  Guelf  Places,  favoured 
the  Bagliomy  the  Oddi  a   few  Days  after 

entered 

*  Fp'igtrs  is  a  City  at  a  fmall  Diflance  froir  Perugia, 

"where  ths'Merchants  deal  more  largely  with    Englard  ior 

Woollen  Goods  than  thofe  of  any  inland  Towns  in  Ita/y, 
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entered  one  Night  by  Stealth  into  'Perugia^  '^-  p* 
and  ilruck  fo  great  a  Confternation  intou^^i^ 
the  BaglioJiifii'ii  they  loft  all  Hopes  of  de- 
fending themfelves,  and  began  to  feek 
their  Safety  by  Flight.  But  a  fudden  and 
trivial  Accident  deprived  the  Oddi  of  a 
Victory,  which  the  Power  of  their  Ene- 
mies could  not  have  done ;  for,  after  they 
had  advanced  without  anv  Hindrance  as 
far  as  one  of  the'  Entrances  that  opens  into 
the  principal  Square,  one  of  their  Party, 
not  being  able,  for  the  Croud  of  his  Com- 
panions about  him,  to  flretch  out  his 
Arm  for  cutting  the  Chain  which,  as  is 
ufual  in  factious  Cities,  went  acrofs  the 
Street,  with  an  Axe  he  had  brought  with 
him  for  that  Purpofe,  cried  out  aloud. 
Fall  back^  Fall  back  I  that  by  widening 
themfelves  they  might  give  him  Room  to 
work.  Thefe  Words  being  repeated  from 
one  to  another  by  thofe  behind,  and  under- 
ftood  by  the  reft  as  a  Warning  to  fly,  put 
the  whole  Body  of  them,  without  any 
other  Rencounter  or  Impediment,  to  a 
precipitate  Flight,  nobody  knowing  who 
drove  them,  or  why  they  fled.  Their 
Adverfaries  took  the  Advantage  of  this 
Confufion,  and  joining  together  followed 
C  3  th^m, 
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them,  killed  many,  took  Prifoner  'T'roilo 
Savelli,  a  Nobleman  fent  to  the  Affiftance 
of  the  Oddi  by  Cardinal  Savelli,  out  of 
the  fame  fadioiis  Zeal,  purfued  the  Run- 
aways home  to  Corciano^  and  recovered 
that  Town  with  the  fame  Fury,  and,  not 
fatiated  with  the  Slaughter  of  Numbers 
of  thofe  that  fled,  hanged  many  of  the 
reft  in  Perugia,  with  a  Cruelty  which 
Partifans  ufually  exercife  one  upon  another. 
Thefe  Tumults  occafioned  much  Blood- 
fhed  in  the  neighbouring  Towns,  by  Means 
of  the  Parties,  who  in  thofe  fufpiciousTimes 
took  care  to  put  themfelves  in  Arms,either 
from  a  Thirfl  after  the  Blood  of  their 
Enemies,  or  out  of  Fear  of  being  pre- 
vented by  them.  The  Periigians  incenfed 
againft  the  Folignefe  had  laid  Siege  to 
GualJo,  but  having  given  an^  AfTault  in 
vain,  they  doubted  of  taking  it  with  their 
own  Forces,  and  accepted  the  Affiftance 
of  Virginio,  who  offered  it  to  the  End 
that,  at  the  Rumour  of  a  War  and  of  Plun- 
der, Soldiers  might  the  more  readily  flock 
to  his  Standard.  But  the  Periigians,  how- 
ever ftimulated  by  P'icro  and  Firghiio  open- 
ly to  aflill:  their  Enterprize^   or  at  leaft  to 

grant 
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■<*rant  them  fome  Pieces  of  Artillery,  and 
Quarters  for  their  Troops  in  Cajiiglione  del 
Lago,  on  the  Borders  of  the  Territory  of 
Cortona^  with  the  Conveniency  of  fupply- 
ing  their  Army  with  Provifions,  did  not 
^rant  one  of  thefe Demands,  though  prefled 
with  the  greatefl  Earneftnefs  by  Cardinal 
Afcanio  in  the  Name  of  the  Puke  of 
Milan^  and  commanded  by  the  Pope  in 
vehement  and  threatening  Briefs.  The 
Reafon  was^  that  after  the  Ferugiam  had 
taken  Corciano.,  the  Florentines  having  fup- 
.plied  them  with  fome  Money,  fettled  a 
yearly  Proviiion  onGtiido  and  Ridolfo^  the 
chief  Heads  of  the  BagUoni,  and  taken 
Gianpagolo,  Fidolfo\  Son,  into  their  Pay, 
had  won  over  to  their  Intereft  that  People, 
who  were  belides  averfe  to  any  Engage^ 
mcnts  with  the  Pontiff,  becaufe  they  were 
apprehenlive  that  he  inclined  to  favour 
their  Adverfaries,  or  would  take  Occafion 
from  their  Divilions  to  form  a  Defign  of 
reducing  their  City  wholly  under  Sub^ 
jedlion  to  the  Church. 


A  T  this  Time  Fagoh  Orjini,  who  with 
3  of  the  old  Regiment  of 
C  4  Virginio 


.fixtv  Men  at  Arms  of  the  old  Regiment  of 


Cortona 
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Virgifiio  had  quartered  many  Days  mMon- 
Jepulciano,  and  afterwards  removed  to  the 
Caftleof  theP/V'u^jCarriedonjbyOrdersfrom 
Pierode  Medici,  a  Plot  in  the  CiiyoiCorto- 
?2^,with  an  Intention  to  put  it  in  Execution  as 
^  PJqj  foon  as  Firginio,  whofe  Troops  fell  fhort 
againii  both  in  Number  and  Goodnefs  of  what 
was  at  firfl  defigned,  fhould  approach  the 
Place.  In  this  Delay  the  Plot  that  was 
held  being  difcovered  by  Means  of  a  poor 
Exile,  Part  of  the  Foundation  on  which 
Piero  and  his  Friend  built  their  Hopes  be- 
gan to  fail,  and  on  the  other  Hand  greater 
Obflacles  appeared.  For  the  Florenti?ies, 
follicitcus  to  provide  againfl  Dangers, 
leaving  Three  Hundred  Men  at  Arms  and 
Two  Thoufand  Foot  in  the  Territory  of 
Pifa,  had'  ordered  Count  Rinuccio  da 
Marciano,  their  General,  with  Two  Hun- 
dred Men  at  Arms  and  a  Thoufand  Fopt 
to  encamp  near  Cortona.  Next,  to  pre- 
vent the  Seneje  from  joining  their  Troops 
with  Virgifiio,  of  which  they  were  treating 
with  him,  thev  ordered  Three  Hun- 
dred  Men  at  Arms  and  Fifteen  Hundred 
Foot  to  advance  to  Poggio  Imperiak  on  the 

Borders 
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Eordert  of  the  Senefe  under  the  Command 
^oiGuido  Ubaldo  da  Montefeltro^  Duke  of 
Vrbino^  whom  they  had  lately  taken  into 
their  Pay  j  and  to  flrike  the  greater  Terror 
into  the  City  oiSiena^  they  fent  with  the 
Duke  a  great  Number  of  ^eneje  Exiles. 

But  VirgtJiiOi  after  giving  feveral  Af- 
i^ults  to  Gtialdo,  in  one  of  which  Charles, 
his  natural  Son,  was  wounded  by  the  Shot 
of  an  Arquebus,  bribed,  as  was  thought, 
by    thofe    of  Foligno^    raifed    the    Siege 
without  makine  any  Terms  in  favour  of  the  ,^.   .  . 
Perugians^  and  marched  into  Quarters,  firftraifes  the 
at  T^avernelk.   and  afterwards  at  Panicale'^^^^.^ 
in  the  Territory  of  Perugia^   renewing  his 
Inflances  to  the  Perugiam  that  they  would 
declare  againil    the     F/ore?2ttnes ;    which 
they  not  only  refufed,  but,  diilatisfied  with 
his  Conduit  at  Gtialdo,  with  Threats,  in 
a  manner,  obliged  him  to  quit  their  Ter- 
ritory. 

Pie Ro  and  Firgi mo  then,    with  Four 
Hundred  Hqrfe,  advanced  to  Orjaia  *,   a 

Country 

*  Orfaia^   more  properly  OJJ'eia,  from   the   Q^iantity 
of  Bones  that  are  found  there  i  it  being  near  the  Lake 

TrflJimenCf 
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^-  -O-  Country  Seat  near  CoKtona^  in  hopes  that 
*^J^-_^  in  that  City,  which,  to  avoid  being  da- 
maged by  Soldiers,  had  refufed  to  admit 
the  Florentine  Men  at  Arms,  fome  Com- 
motion might  arife  in  their  Favour.  But 
when  they  found  all  Things  quiet,  they, 
pafled  the  Chiane  with  Three  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms  and  Three  Thoufand  Foot, 
in  bad  Order,  as  they  had  been  got  toge- 
ther with  Uttle  Money,  and  encamped  in 
the  Territory  of  the  Senefe  near  Montepul- 
ciajio,  between  Chianciano,  Torrita,  and 
AJina  Lwiga,  where,  excepting  fome  Ex- 
curfions  for  the  Sake  of  Plunder,  they  re- 
mained many  Days  inadive :  For  the  Flo-^ 
rentines  had  pafled  the  Chiane  at  the  Bridge 
of  Valiano,  and  pofl*efl"ed  themfelves  of 
Monte  a  San  Sovino,  and  the  other  circum- 
jacent Places  oppofite  to  the  Enemy. 

Ptfttivo-      ]sJoR  in  Bohma  was  any  Movement 

dines       made,  as  they  were  made  to  believe  had 

joming     i^ggjj  intended  ;  for  Bentii^oglio^  refolving 

not  to  involve  himfelf  in   a  War  with  a 

neighbouring 

Trafimenrf'no'w  the  Lake  of Pfugia, where  Hannibal  g^med. 
a  I'ignal  Viftory  over  the  Romans.  At  a  fmall  Diftance 
there  is  a  River,  or  Torrent,  called  Sanguineio,  from  3 
Fcport  of  its  having  ran  Blood  the  Day  of  the  Battle, 
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neighbouring  and  powerful  Republic  for 
the  Intereft  of  others,  tho'  he  confented 
that  Giuliano  de  Medici,  who  was  come 
to  Bologna,  and  endeavoured  to  raife  the 
Friends  which  his  Family  ufed  to  have 
in  the  Mountains  of  the  Bolognefe,  fliould 
be  treated  with  much  Shew  of  Refped, 
would  not  take  up  Arms,  tho'  mightily  fti- 
mulated  by  the  Confederates,  interpofing 
various  Delays,  and  divers  Excufes. 

The  Allies,  indeed,  themfelves,  were 
not  intirely  of  the  fame  Mind  -,  for  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  tho'  pleafed  that  the  F/o- 
rentines  fhould  be  fo  far  embarraffed  as  ta 
render  them  lefs  able  to  manage  the  Pt- 
fanSy  yet  no  ways  wiflied  that  Pie?-o  deMe-? 
did,  whom  he  had  fo  much  injured,, 
fliould  return  to  Florejtce-,  notwithflanding 
that  Piero,  to  convince  him  that  he  in- 
tended for  the  future  to  be  intirely  diredled 
by  his  Counfels,  had  fent  his  Brother  the 
Cardinal  to  Milan.  As  for  the  Venetiam^ 
they  did  not  chufe  to  enter  into  this  War 
without  the  Duke  ;  belides,  the  principal 
Care  of  both,  at  this  Jundure,  was  em- 
ployed  in   making  Frovilions  for  driving 

the 
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^-   J>'  the  French    out    of    the    Kins-dom     of 

1401:.         T^r        1 

i_Z;l^  Naples, 

By  thefe  means  Piero  and  Virginto 
falling  fhort  not  only  of  the  Hopes  which 
they  had  conceived,  but  alfo  of  Money  to 
pay  their  Troops,  which  were  confidcra- 
bly  diminifhed  both  Horfe  and  Foot,  re- 
turned to  Bagno  a  Rapolano,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Chiuji,  a  City  fubjed:  to  the  Se?2efe. 
Virgimo  Here  in  a  few  Days,  Virginio^  Deftiny 
f°g^]r'"^°^ drawing  him  on,  arrived  Camillo  Vitelliy 
Service,  and  Monf  de  Gcmel^  fent  by  the  King  of 
France  to  take  him  into  the  French  Service, 
and  condud:  him  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  \  where,  after  the  Defertion  of  the 
Coknnas^  his  Majefty  thought  he  would 
be  of  great  Service  to  his  Caufe.  This  Of- 
fer he  accepted,  tho'  difapproved  by  many 
of  his  Friends,  who  advifed  him  either  to 
take  Pay  under  the  Confederates,  who  ea- 
gerly foUicited  him  to  it,  or  to  return  into 
the  Aragoi^ian  Service.  But  either  he 
was  in  Hopes  of  recovering  by  this  means 
w^ith  more  Eafe  the  Territories  of  Alhi 
and  Tagliacozzo  ;  or  becaufe,  refledring 
on  the  Events  that  happened  in  the  Lofs 

of 
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of  the  Kingdom,    and  feeing  his  Adver-  ^-    ^• 
faries  the  Coloiinai  in  great  Authority  with  ull^ 
Ferdinando^  he  defpaired  of  ever  being  re- 
ftored  to  his  former  Truft  and  Credit  j    or 
elfe,  as  he  declared  himfelf,  he  did  it  purely 
becaufe  he  was  dilTatisfied  with  the  Confe- 
derate Princes,  for  not  performing  their 
Promifes  to  him  in  Favour  of  Fiero  de 
Medici,     Thus  was  Virginio  taken  into  the 
French  Service,  with  an  Allowance  of  Six 
Hundred  Men  at  Arms  for  himfelf  and 
others  of  the  Houfe  of  Orjini,  but  under 
an  Obligation  to  fend  his  Son  Carlo  into 
France  for  Security  to  the  King.     Such 
are  the  Fruits  reaped  by  thofe  who  have 
once  brought  their  Faith  under  Sufpicion. 
He  received  a  Sum  of  Money,  and  then 
employed  himfelf  in  making  Preparations 
for  marching,  in  Conjundlion  with  Vitelli^ 
to  the   Kingdom  of  Naples,  where  both 
before  the  Lofs  of  the  Caflles,  as  well  as 
lince,  continual  Efforts  had  been  made  on 
both  Sides,  in  different  Qiiarters,  with  va- 
rious Events,  and  were  ftill  profecuted. 

For 
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For  Ferdinando  having  at  iirft  faced  the 
French  in  the  Plains  oiSarjii,  they  retired 
from  Piedigrotta,  and  encamped  at  Nocera^ 
four  Miles  from    the  Enemy.    Both  Ar- 
mies being   pretty  equal,  the  Time  was 
fpent  in  Skirmifhes,  without  any  Thing  of 
Moment  happening,  excepting  that  about 
Seven  Hundred  of  Fcrdinandd's  Men,  be- 
tween Horfe  andPoot,  condu<3:ed,  by  a  de- 
Terdinar-  ceitful  Intelligence,  to   take   Poflellion  of 
do  lofes    Qijone^   a  little  Town  near  San  SeverinOi 
LxGi/one.  wcrc  almofl  all  killed  or  taken  Prifoners; 
But    the  Troops  of   the    Pope    coming 
to    the   Affiftance  of    Ferdinando    made 
him  fuperior  to  the  French^  who  on  this 
jv^^^^^     Occaiion  quitted  Nocerciy    which  with  the 
taken  by  Citadel,    was  taken    by   the    Aragonians, 
with    great   Slaughter   of    thofe    of  the 
French  Fadion. 

In  the  mean  time  Monpenfier  had  pro- 
vided with  Horfes  and  all  Accoutrements 
the  Troops  which  had  marched  with  him 
out  of  CaJiel-?iuovo^  and  having  put  them 
in  good  Order,  and  received  fome  Rein- 
forcements, advanced  to  Ariano,  a  Town 

very 
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very  plentiful  in  Provilions.     Ferdmandoy  ^-   ^■ 
by  this   Jundlion,   was  become  inferior  to  y— ^-^ 
the    Enemy,    and    therefore   entrenched 
himfelf  at  Montejufcoli ^  with  an  Intent  to 
be  on  the  Defenfive,  and  not  to  tempt 
Fortune,  until  he  was  better  fupplied  by 
the    Allies.       Monpenfier    made    himfelf 
Mailer  of  the  Town  and  afterwards  of 
the  Caftle   of  San  Severino  ;  and  would,  San  Stve' 
without  Doubt,   have  made  greater  Pro- '■'"'' ^*''*'* 
grefs,  if  his  Money  had  not  failed  him : 
For  there  was  none  fent  from  France^  and 
he  had  no  Means  of  colleding  any  in  the 
Country.     The  Want  of  Pay  made  his 
Soldiers  uneafy,  particularly  the  Swifs,  and 
was   the  Occafion  that  his  Performances 
were  not  anfwerable  to  his  Forces. 

The  Armies  fpent  about  three  Months 
in  thefe  Adlions,  while  Don  Federigo^  in 
Conjunction  with  Don  Ccsjar  of  AragoUy 
affifted  by  the  People  of  the  Country, 
made  War  in  Puglia^  and  were  oppofed 
by  the  Barons  and  People  of  the  French 
Party.  In  the  Abriizzi  G?^atiano  di  Guerra 
made  a  very  brave  Defence  againfl 
Count  Fepoli  and  qther  Barons  who  ad- 
hered 
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hered  to  Ferdmando.  The  Prefedt  o^Rotnei 
to  whom  the  King  had  given  the  Com- 
mand of  Two  Hundred  Men  at  Armsf, 
from  his  own  Territories  infefted  the 
Towns  of  Montecafmo  and  the  Country 
about  it,  where  the  profperous  State  of  the 
French  Affairs  began  fomewhat  to  dedine 
on  account  of  the  long  Sicknefs  of  Aubig- 
?2iy  which  interrupted  the  Courfe  of  his 
Vidories  ;  tho'  almofl  all  Calabria  and  the 
Prmcipato  were  in  the  Hands  of  the 
French,  But  Gonfaho  having  affembied 
the  Spa?2?JJj  Troops,  with  the  Peafants  who 
were  Friends  to  the  AragoiiianSy  and  in- 
creafed  them  by  the  Redudion  of  Naples^ 
had  taken  feveral  Towns,  and  kept  up  the 
Name  of  Ferdinando  in  that  Province, 
where  the  French  were  put  to  the  fame 
Straits  for  want  of  Money  as  in  the  Army; 
yet  they  recovered  and  pillaged  the  City  of 
Cofe77za,  which  had  revolted. 

In  all  this  Diilrefs  and  Danger,  there 
appeared  no  Likelihood  of  any  Afliftance 
from  France  :  For  the  King  Hopped  at 
Lions,  where  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  Jufts 
and  Tournaments,  and  all  Sorts  of  Diver- 
lions, 


Argenton 
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fions,  without  any  Concern  about  the 
War,  always  declaring  that  he  would  apply 
his  Thoughts  anew  to  the  Affairs  of  Italy, 
but  in  Fadl  fliewing  that  they  were  leafl:  of 
all  in  his  Memory.  Argaiton,  however 
was  returned  from  Venice^  and  had  repor- returns 
ted  to  his  Majefty  theAnfwer  of  the  Senate.  Em'baiiy, 
They  did  not  pretend,  they  faid,  to  be  at 
Enmity  with  the  King,  and  had  not  taken 
up  Arms  till  after  the  Seizing  of  No^uara^ 
and  then  only  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Duke  of  Milan  their  Ally  -,  that  there- 
fore they  thought  it  needlefs  to  confirm 
their  antient  Friendfliip  with  a  new  Peace  i 
That,  on  the  other  Hand,  they  had  offer- 
ed him,  by  the  Mediation  of  indifferent 
Perfons,  to  induce  Verdinando  to  pay  him  a 
Sum  of  Money  in  Hand,  and  to  be  bound 
to  a  yearly  Tribute  of  Forty  Thoufand 
Ducats,  and  to  leave  '^ai'anto  for  a  certain 
Time  in  his  Hands  as  a  Security.  The 
King,  as  if  he  had  had  in  Readinefs  a  po- 
tent and  well-provided  Succour,  would  not 
hearken  to  this  Reprefentation,  tho',  bc- 
fides  the  Difficulties  of  Itah\  he  was  not 
without  Moleflations  on  the  Borders  of 
his  own  Kingdom.     For  Ferdina^ido  King 
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^-    ^-  of  Spain  was  come  in  Perfon  to  Perpi^-^ 

1495.  r  1 

< — , — im?2y    from  whence  he  ordered  his  Troops 
spatlt    ^^  i^^ke  Excurfions  into La/iguedoCy  where 
Pir/'igaax  they   made  Booties,   and  did   a  Deal   of 
Damage,  and  kept  the  Country  under  per- 
petual Appreheniions   of  greater  Move- 
ments -J   and  the  Dauphin  of  France^  the 
Death  of  King'sonly  Son,  was  lately  dead:  All  which 
the  Dau-  Confiderations  ought  to  have  inclined  him 

phiii.  ^ 

the  more  readily  to  come  to  fome  Agree- 
ment, had  he  been  capable  of  determining 
either  on  Peace  or  War, 

At  the  End  of  this  Year  was  brought 
to  a  Conclulion  the  Affair  of  the  Citadel 
of  P//^.  For  the  King,  being  informed  of 
the  Obflinacy  of  the  Governor,  had  fent 
M.  Gemel^  with  rough  and  menacing  Or- 
ders, dired:ed  not  only  to  him  but  to  all 
the  F?r7icb  in  Garrifon.  And  not  long 
after  he  difpatched  BoJine,  Brother-in-La\v 
to  the  Governor,  with  an  Intent  that  the 
reprefentingto  him,  by  a  Perfon  in  whom 
he  could  put  Confidence,  that  it  lay  in  his 
Power  to  cancel  paft  Errors  by  Obedi- 
ence, and  on  the  other  Hand  the  Mifchief 
that  he  would  incur  by  perfevering  in  his 

Dil- 
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Difobedience,  might  difpofe  him  the 
more  readily  to  execute  the  King's  Com-  ^ 
mands :  But  he,  continuing  as  obftinate  as 
ever,  defpifed  the  MelTage  of  Gemel^ 
who,  after  waiting  a  Day  or  two,  accord- 
ing to  his  Inflrudlions,  fet  out  with  Camillo 
VitelU  to  wait  upon  Virginio.  Neither  did 
the  Arrival  of  Bo7i7ie,  which  was  retarded 
feveral  Days  by  his  Confinement  at  Sar- 
zana  by  Orders  from  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
remove  the  Governor  from  his  Obflinacy  ; 
on  the  contrary  he  brought  Bonne  over  to 
his  own  Sentiments,  and  entered  into  an 
Agreement  with  the  Fifam,  by  the  Medi-  - 
ation  of  hucio  Mahezzo  as  Agent  for  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  by  Virtue  of  which,  on 
the  firft  Day  of  the  Year  1496,  he  refign-  M96. 
ed  into  their  Hands  the  Citadel  of  Pi/a,  on 
receiving  Twelve  Thoufand  Ducats  for  ^''{'■''^»^^ 
himfelf,  and  Eight  Thoufand  more  to  bctheCitadel 
diflributed  among  the  Garrifon,  The*o'^«  ^'- 
Pifans,  being  in  no  Condition  to  diiburfe 
fo  much  Money,  were  prefented  with  Four 
Thoufand  Ducats  by  the  Venetians^  with 
Four  Thoufand  more  by  the  Ge?:oefe,  and 
with  the  like  Sum  by  the  Duke  of  M/Z^;/, 
who  at  the  fame  Time,  governing  himfelf 
D  2  by 
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by  his  ufual  Arts,  tho'  but  little  trufted, 
was  treating  underhand  of  entering  into 
a  clofe  Friendfliip  and  Correfpondence 
with  the  Florentines^  and  had  already  agreed 
with  their  Ambafladors  on  the  Condi- 
tions* 

It  did  not  feem  at  all  probable  that  ei- 
ther Ligni  or  Entragues,  or  any  one  elfe, 
would  have  a6ted  in  fo  extravagant  a  Man- 
ner without  the  King's  Will,  efpecially  as 
it  was  of  confiderable  Prejudice  to  his  In- 
^ereft.     The  City  of  Pijdy  tho'  Rntragues 
had  flipulated  that  it   fhould  remain  in 
Subjection  to  the  Crown  of  France^  was 
manifeftly   left    at   the  Devotion   of  the 
Confederates  jand,  by  theNon-performancs 
of  the  Reftitution,  ih^  French  in  the  King- 
dom  of  Naples  v/ere  difappointed  of  the 
very  neceffary  Succours  of  Men  and  Mo^ 
ney  promifed  by  the  Treaty  oi  Turin.  And 
yet  the  Florentines^  who  with  the  utmofl 
Attention  obferved  the    Progrefs  of  the 
whole  Affair,  tho'  at  the  Beginning  they 
much  doubted,  were  at  lafl:  firmly  perfuad- 
ed  that   the  whole  Proceeding   had  been 
managed  in  Oppolition  to  the  Will  of  the 

King ; 
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King  ;  which  might  feem  incredible  to 
any  one  who  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
natural  Qualifications  of  that  Monarch, 
■with  the  Peculiarities  of  his  Temper  and 
Manner,  the  little  Authority  he  had  over 
thofe  who  ferved  him,  and  what  Liberties 
are  taken  with  a  Prince  who  is  become 
£ontemptible. 

The   Pifa?2s   having   taken   PofTefTion ^j^^ ^.j. 
of  the  Citadel,  immediately  fet  all  Handsets' of /'/yrf 
at  Work   in   demolifliing  it  to  the  veryij^j' 
Foundations ;    and     knowing    their  own 
Strength  to  be  infufficient  for  their  Defence, 
they  fent  at  one  and  the  fame  Time  Am^ 
bafladors  to  the  Pope,  to  the  King  of  the 
Roma?JSj  to  the  Venetians^  Se?ieft\  Genoefey 
Lucchefe^  and  Duke  of  Milan^  imploring 
Succour    from   every  one   of  them,    but 
with  more  earneft  Sollicitations  from  the 
Venetians^  and  from  the  Duke  .of  Milan  ; 
to  which  Prince  they  had  before  been  in- 
clined voluntarily  to  transfer  the  Dominion.  The  pi- 
of  their  City,  imagining  themfelves  obliged/'"/  offf 
to   regard,    as  their  chief  End;    net    fo to  LoJo-^ 
much  the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberty,  as'^'^"- 
ihow  to  avoid  the   NecefTity  of  returning 
D  3  ui^der 
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^-   ^'  under  the  Power   of  the  Florentines ^  and 
4^«.^-,^ putting  more  Confidence  in  the  Duke  than 
in  any  other  Potentate,  becaufe  he  had  in- 
cited them  to   rebel,  and  on  account  of 
his  Neighbourhood,   and  becaufe,  while 
Whoac-  they  could  obtain  nothing  from  the  other 
peptsic.    Confederates   but   vain    Hopes,    he    had 
readily  fent  them  Supplies. 

But  the  Duke,  though  paffionately 
defirous  of  the  Sovereignty  of  Pifa,  could 
not  prevail  with  himfelf  to  accept  it,  for 
fear  of  giving  too  great  Offence  to  the  other 
Allies,  w^ho  had  begun  to  confider  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  Pija7is  as  their  common  Caufe. 
For  this  Reafon  he  fometimes  advifed  them 
to  delay  a  while,  fometimes  propofed  that 
the  Surrender  fliould  rather  be  made  pub- 
licly in  the  Name  of  the  San  Severhiij  un- 
til he  faw  a  proper  Opportunity  for  dif- 
covering  that  it  was  made  in  Trufl  to 
them  for  his  own  Ufe  and  Behalf:  But 
as  foon  as  the  King  of  France  had  left 
Italy,  thinking  himfelf  to  ftand  no  longer 
in  Need  of  the  Allies,  he  determined  to  ac- 
cept the  Offer. 

Bur 
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But  this  Inclination  of  the  Pifans  be- 
gan to  grow  cool,  by  the  great  Hopes  they 
had  entertained  of  receiving  AfTiilance 
from  the  Venetian  Senate  ;  and  they  v/ere 
alfo  perfuaded  by  others  that  it  was  eafier 
to  defend  themfelves  by  the  Affiftance  of 
Many,  than  to  feek  Shelter  under  the  Pro- 
ted:ion  of  a  iingle  Perfon,  and  afforded  a 
better  Profpe(5t  of  maintaining  their  Li- 
berties. Thefe  Conliderations  had  more 
Weight  with  them  lince  the  Reflitution  of 
the  Citadel,  and  they  endeavoured  as 
much  as  pofiible  to  gain  the  Favour  of  all 
around  them.  And  the  Difpofition  of 
the  States  oi Italy  happened  at  this  Jund-urexhe  Vo- 
to  be  very  favourable  to  their  Intention  i^entates  in 
For  the  Genoefe^  out  of  Hatred  of  the  Flo-  S  well 
rentineSy  and  the  ^nefe  and  Lucchefe  out  of '^  ^"^^ 
Hatred  and  Fear,  were  always  ready  to  ''^'^"^ 
affift  them ;  and,  to  do  it  the  more  ef- 
fedlually,  debated  among  themfelves  on 
the  Share  that  each  Party  was  to  contri- 
bute for  that  Purpofe.  The  Venetians  and 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  in  hopes  of  annexing- 
Pifa  to  their  own  Dominions,  were  fol- 
Jicitous  to  prevent  its  returning  under  the 
D  4  DoiTiiniaa 
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Dominion  of  the  Florentines :   And  it  was 
of  Advantage  to  their  Caufe,  that  the  Pope 
and  the  King  of  Spain  were   pleafed   to 
fee  the  Republic  of  Florence  mortified,  on 
account  of  their  Inchnation  to  the  French 
Interefl.      On  thefe    Accounts  they   re- 
ceived Encouragement  from  all  Parts  j  for 
they  obtained  of  CcEJar  as  a  Privilege  the 
Confirmation  of  their  Liberties  ;  and    of 
the  Venetians  and  Duke  of  Milan  the  fame 
Promifes  to   preferve   their    Liberty,    as 
they  had  before  by  common  Confent  made 
them  to  free  them  from  the  French  Yoke. 
And  the  Pope,  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Po- 
tentates of  the  League,  gave  them  by  a 
Brief  the  iame  Encouragement,  promifing 
them  a  powerful  Affiflance   from    every 
Quarter.      But   the    real   Succour   came 
from  the  Venetians  and  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
Lodovico  augmented  the  Troops  he   had 
already  in  Pifa^   and  the  Senate  fent  thither 
a  good  Number  of  Men  :    And  had  they 
both   fleadily  perfevered  in  their  Refolu- 
tions,    and  continued  their   Supplies,   the 
Pifans  would  not  have  lain  under  the  Ne- 
ceffity  oi  adhering  more  to  the  one  than  to 
the  other,  and  a  Harmony  between  the 

Confederates 
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Confederates  would  have  been  more  eafily  yf-    /'. 
preferved.     But  it  foon  happened  that  thc^JiVj 
Duke,  always  extremely  tenacious  of  his 
Money,   and  naturally  inclined  to  proceed 
with  Artfulnefs  and  Diffimulation,  ima- 
gining he  could  not  well,  at  this  JuncSture, 
make  himfelf  Mailer  of  Pifa^  began   to 
flacken  in  fending  the  Supplies  demanded 
by  the  Pifans,   which  obliged  them  to  ap- 
ply more  earneflly  to  the  Fe?ietia?2s,  who 
with  a  bountiful  Hand  adminiftered  to  all 
their  Neceffitles.     This  had  fuch  an  Ef- 
fe(5t  that,   not  long  after  the  French  had 
evacuated  the  Citadel,  the  Venetian  Senate, 
at  the  earnefl:  Requeft  of  the   Pifans^  re- 
folved  to  take  the  City  oi  Pi[a  under  their  The  Pi- 
Prote6lion,  Lodovico  rather  adviiing  than-{5Jg^^"'° 
fliewing  any   Concern  about  it,   without  Selves  up 
communicating  their  Delign  to  the  other  proteaion 
Confederates,  though  at  firll:  they  had  ex-  of  '^e 
horted  them  to  fend  Troops  to  Pija.    But 
the  Allies  now  alledged    that  for  the  fu- 
ture they  were  difengaged  from  all  Obli- 
gations to  afTift  the  PifanSy  becaufe  they 
had  made  a  particular  Agreement  with  the 
Ycndiam  without  their  Confent.   - 
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But  it  is  moft  certain  that  neither  a  De- 
fire  of  preferving  that  Liberty  for  others 
which  they  held  fo  dear  in  their  own 
Country,  nor  a  Regard  to  the  common 
Safety,  as  at  that  Time  and  afterwards, 
with  fine  Talk,  they  would  make  the 
World  believe,  but  the  Defire  of  acquiring 
the  Dominion  of  Pifa,  was  the  fole  Motive 
to  the  Venetiam  for  taking  this  Refolution, 
which  they  doubted  not  in  a  fliort  Time 
to  put  in  Execution  with  the  Confent  of 
the  Pifans  themfelves,  who  would  gladly 
chufe  to  remain  under  the  Government  of 
the  Ve7ietians^  in  order  to  be  fecured  from 
ever  returning  under  Bondage  to  the  Flo^ 
reniines. 


jj ,  This  Affair,  however,  palTed  under  fe- 

in  the  veral  long  Debates  in  the  Senate,  the  In- 
Sena'te!*  clination,  which  was  almofl  univerfal,  be- 
ing fomewhat  checked  by  the  Authority 
of  fome  of  the  older  and  more  refpediable 
Senators,  who  oppofed  the  Refolution  with 
great  Warmth,  declaring  that  to  efpoufe 
the  Caufe  of  Pija  was  to  involve  them- 
felves 
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felves  in  a  World  of  Difficulties,  becaufe  ^-  />• 
that  City  being  at  a  great  Diftance  from  .J^l^.^ 
their  Borders  by  Land,  and  at   a  much  ^^^'o"* 
greater  by  Sea,  in  Vv'hich  laft  Cafe   they  ulc  hi  si  the 
could    not    eet  thither    Vv^ithout   paffina:.^'^''''/  . 

•-^  ^  '-'in to  their 

by  the  Ports  and  Harbours  of  other  Po-Proteeuan 
tentates,  and  fetching  a  long  Compafs 
through  the  two  Seas  by  which  Italy  is 
furrounded,  it  would  require  an  immenfe 
Charge  to  defend  it  againft  the  continual 
Infults  of  the  Florcntmes.  It  was  not  to 
be  denied  that  this  Acquifition  would  be 
very  commodious  for  t\\tVenefian  Empire^ 
but  the  Difficulties  in  preferving  it  ought 
lirfl:  to  be  weighed,  with  the  Condition 
of  the  prefent  Times,  and  what  Effedis 
fuch  a  Refolution  might  produce.  For  as 
all  Italy  was  naturally  jealous  of  the  Ve72e- 
tian  Grandeur,  fuch  an  Increafe  of  their 
Power  muffc  be  very  difplealing  to  every 
one,  and  therefore  might  eafily  occaiion 
greater  and  more  dangerous  Events  than 
many  perhaps  had  imagined.  Thev  v/erc 
greatly  deceived,  who  flattered  themfelves 
that  the  other  Powers  would  remain  idle 
Spectators,  and  tamely  fuffer  their  Empire, 

already 
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already  formidable  to  all  the  Italians^  to  he 
increafed  by  io  important  an  Acquifition 
as  the  Dominion  of  Pifa  :    And  if,  as  in 
former  Times,  they  were  not  able  to  hin- 
der it  with  their  own  Forces,  they  had^  on 
the  other  Hand,  fince  the  Ultramontanes 
had  been  taught  the  Way  to  pafs  into  Italy ^ 
greater  Opportunities  tooppofe  them  by  hav- 
ing Recourfe  to  foreign  Aid,  v/hich  it  was 
not  to  be  doubted  but  they  would  readily 
invoke,  as  well  out  of  Hatred  as  Fear,  it  be- 
ing the  common   Fault  of  Mankind    to 
chufe  rather  to  be  enllaved  by  Foreigners, 
than  to  fubmit  to  any  among  themfelves. 
And  who  can  believe  that  the  Duke  of 
Milan^  a  Man  accuflomed  to  fuffer  him- 
felf  to  be  hurried  away  fometimes  by  Am- 
bition and  Hopes,  fometimes  by  Fear,  but 
at  prefent  agitated  by  Refentment  as  well 
as   Emulation  at  feeing  the  Prey,  which 
he  had  fought  by  fo  many  Artifices  to  pro- 
cure for  himf^if,  carried  off  to  the  Veneti- 
<?w,    would   not  rather  excite  new  Com- 
motions in  Italy^  than  bear  that  Fija  fhould 
be  in    their  Poffeffion  ?     And    tho'    his 
V/ords  and  Counfels  may  fhew  the  con^ 

trary. 
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trary,  it  may  very  readily  be  dilcerned  that  ^-   ;P- 
they  do  not  flow  from  the  Sincerity  of  his  s-li^ 
Heart,  but  are  deligned  to  enfnare  us,  and 
artful  Counfels  given  for  bafe  Ends.  It  would 
indeed  be  prudent  to  join  with  him  in  the 
Support  of  Pija,  if  it  were  for  no  other 
Reafon    than     to     prevent    the     Pijmjs 
from    furrendering    themfelves     into   his 
Hands  j     but   to  make    their  Caufe  our 
own,    and    to    draw    upon    ourfelves   fo 
great  a  Load  of  Envy  and  Expence  can 
by    no  means    be    the    Refult    of    wife 
Counfel.     It  ought  to  be  conlidered  how 
contrary  fuch  a  Projed:  is  to  the  Work  in 
which  they  have  been  employed  fo  many 
Months,  and   which  they  ll:ill  have  upon 
their  Hands  j   for   that   Senate    took   up 
Arms  with   fo   much  Coil   and  Danger, 
from  no  other  Motive  than  a  Defire  to  fe- 
cure  themfelves  and  all  Italy  frt>m  Barbari-  . 
ans  *.     They  had  begun  this  Work  with 
glorious  Succefs,  but  as  the  King  oi Fra?2ce 
had  fcarce  repafTed  the    Mountains,  and 
ftill  kept  in  PofieiTion  the  greateil  Part  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples  with  a  potent  Ar- 
my, how  imprudent,  how  infamous  would 

it; 

*  The  Italians,  even  in  Guicc>/ir4ini''s  Time,  continued, 
like  the  old  Rumam,  to  give  the  Name  of  B,itc>..iiuniia 
all  beyond  the  >•///;. 
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it  be,  at  a  Jundure  which  called  upon  them 
to  eftablilli  the  Liberty  and  Security  of 
Italy^  to  fcatter  the  Seeds  of  new  Diflur- 
bances,  which  might  facilitate  the  Return 
of  the  King  of  France ^  or  the  Entrance  of 
the  King  of  the  Roiiians^  who,  as  every  one 
knows,  has  perhaps  a  greater  and  more  ar- 
dent Delire  on  account  of  his  Pretenfions  on 
their  State!  T\\zVenetian  Republic  was  not 
infuchCircumflances,  as  to  be  under  a  Ne- 
ceflity  of  embracing  dangerous  Counfels,  or 
taking  Hold  ofimmatureOccafions:  On  the 
contrary,  no  State  m  Italy  was  better  quali- 
fied to  wait  the  Opportunity  of  Times,  and 
the  Maturity  of  Occalions :  For  precipi- 
tate and  dubious  Refolutions  were  proper 
for  thofe  Vv'ho  v/ere  in  difficult  or  un- 
lucky Circumftanccs,  or  to  fuch  as,  being 
ftimulated  by  Ambition,  or  a  paffionate 
Delire. to  make  their  Names  illuftrious, 
Vv'ere  afraid  they  ihould  want  Timej  and 
not  for  that  Republic,  which,  feated  amidfl 
fo  much  Power,  Dignity  and  Authority^ 
was  feared  and  envied  by  all  the  reft  of 
Italy  I  and  being,  with  refped:  to  Kings 
and  other  Princes,  in  a  manner  immortal 
and    perpetual,  and  always  retaining  the 

fame 
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fame  Title,  ^he  Venetia/i    Senate^   had  no  ^-  D. 
Occalion  to  haften  its  Refolutions  before  ^.^.^ 
the   Time  :     That  it  was   more  fuitable 
to  the  Wifdom  and  Gravity  of  that  Se- 
nate to  conlider,  as  it  was  the  Property  of 
truly  wife  Men,  the  Dangers  latent  under 
their  Hopes  and  ambitious  Delires,  and  the 
Ends  more  than  the  Beginnings  of  Things, 
to  rejed:  rafh  Counfels,  and  to  abftain,  as 
well  in  the  Affairs  of  Pi/a  as  on  all  other 
Occafions   that  offered  themfelves,   from 
terrifying  and  irritating  the  Spirits  of  other 
States,  at  leaft  till  Italy  was  better  fecured 
from  Dangers  and  Jealoufies  oftheUltra- 
montanes  j    and   to  take   Care   above  all 
Things  of  giving  Caufe  for  a  new  Invali- 
on  of  Foreigners  :     For  the  Experience 
of  a   very    few    Months    had     demon- 
ffrated  that  all  Italy,    when    not  oppreff- 
ed  by   flrange    Nations,    always    follow- 
ed   the    Authority    of  the    Vejjetian   Se-* 
nate,   but   while  the  Barbarians   were  in 
Italy,  inftead  of  being  followed  and  feared 
by  others,  it  was  obliged  to  join  with  the 
reft  in  their  Dread  of  foreign  Forces. 

These 
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These  and  the  like  Reafons,  befides 
having  no  manner  ofEfFed:  on  an  ambiti- 
ous Majority,  were  over-ruled  by  the  Per- 
fualions  of  the  Doge  Agoftmo  Barbarico, 
whole  Authority  was  grown  to  fuch  a 
Height  as  to  exceed  the  Reverence  paid  to 
former  Doges,  and  to  deferve  rather  the 
Name  of  Power  than  Authority.  For,  be- 
fides having  enjoyed  that  Dignity  for  many 
Years  with  happy  Succefs,  and  his  being 
endowed  with  many  excellent  and  orna- 
mental Gifts  of  Nature,  he  had  by  his  art- 
ful Proceeding  procured  that  many  of 
the  Senators,  that  took  upon  them  to  op- 
pofe  thofe  Members  who,  by  the  Fame 
of  their  Prudence,  by  their  long  Experi- 
ence, and  their  having  obtained  the  high- 
efl  Pofts,  were  of  the  greatefl  Efteem  in 
the  Republic,  attached  themfelves  to  him, 
and  ordinarily  followed  his  Counfel,  rather 
after  the  Manner  of  a  Fadion,  than  in  a 
Way  becoming  the  Senatorial  Gravity  and 
Integrity.  This  Doge,  being  very  defirous 
of  leaving  a  very  precious  Memory  by  the 
Enlargement  of  Empire,  had  not  fatisfied 
his  Thirft  after  Glory  by  refleding  that 

under 
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tinder  his  Regency  the  Ifland  of  Cyprus, 
by  the  Failure  of  the  Kings  of  the  Houfe 
oi  Lufig7ian,  was  annexed  to  the  Venetian 
Dominions,  but  was  much  inclined  to 
embrace  every  Opportunity  of  increaling 
their  State.  In  Oppofition  therefore  to 
thofe  who  in  the  Fijan  Caufe  advifed  the 
contrary,  he  dernotiftrated,  in  a  moft  pa- 
thetic Manner,  how  ufeful  and  commo- 
dious it  would  be  for  the  Senate  to  acquire 
P//^,  and  of  what  Importance  for  re- 
preffing  the  Audacioufnefs  of  the  Floren- 
tines,  by  whofe  Means,  at  the  Death  of 
Filippomaria  Vifconti,  they  had  lofl  the 
Opportunity  of  making  themfelves  Mafters 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  and  who  in  the 
War  of  Ferrara,  and  in  other  Enterprifes, 
by  their  Readinefs  of  Money,  had  done 
them  more  Harm  than  any  one  of  the 
greater  Potentates.  Great  would  be  their 
Regret,  he  told  them,  and  dear  their  Re- 
pentance, if  they  let  flip  the  Opportunity  ; 
That  Italy  was  not  in  a  Condition  for  the 
other  Potentates  to  oppofe  them  by  them- 
felves, and  there  was  lefs  Reafon  to  be 
afraid  that,  out  of  Indignation  or  Fear  on 
this  Account,  they  would  have  Recourfe 

Vol.  II.  E  to 
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^'  ^'  to  the  King  of  France :  For  the  Duke  of 
\  Milan,  who  had  fo  much  injured  him^ 
would  never  venture  to  truil:  him  3  the 
Pope  could  not  entertain  fuch  a  Thought, 
and  the  King  of  Naples,  though  he  fliould 
even  have  recovered  his  Kingdom,  would 
never  more  endure  to  hear  the  Name  of 
the  -French :  That  their  Entrance  into 
Fifa,  though  taken  ill  by  the  othet 
Powers,  was  not  an  Event  of  fo  violent  a 
Nature,  or  tht  Daiiger  fo  near,  as  to  pre- 
cipitate them  on  fuch  Remedies  as  are 
ufed  only  lafl:  in  defperate  Cafes.  For  in 
flow  Diforders  dangerous  Medicines  are 
never  haftily  adminiftered,  Men  thinking 
it  their  Duty  to  take  Time  enough  to  ap-^ 
ply  them  :  And  if  in  the  prefcnt  Weaknefs 
and  Difunion  of  the  other  Italians  they 
fliould  out  of  Timidity  reject  fo  fair  an  Op- 
portunity, it  wou?ld  be  in  vain  to  exped: 
to  accomplifh  their  Delire  with  greater 
Security,  when  the  other  Potentates  fliall 
have  recovered  their  former  Vigour,  and 
are  fecured  from  their  Fears  of  the  Ultra- 
montanes.  As  a  Remedy  for  too  much 
Fear,  they  ought  to  confider  that  human 
Actions  are  all  fubjed  to  many  Hazards, 
.        .  but 
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but  that  wife  Men  know  that  all  the  Evils  ^-  ^' 
which  may  poffibly  happen  do  not  always  ^--v-^ 
come  to  pjifs ;  for  many  Dangers  vanilh, 
either  by  the  Kindnefs  of  Fortune  or  of 
Chance,  and  many  are  avoided  by  Pru- 
dence and  Induftry.  We  ought  not  there- 
fore to  confound,  as  is  the  Cafe  with 
many  who  little  confider  the  Propriety  of 
Names,  and  the  Subftances  of  Things, 
Timoroufnefs  with  Prudence,  nor  imagine 
thofe  wife  who  prefuppoling  all  Dangers 
that  are  dubious  as  certain,  and  therefore 
being  afraid  of  all,  regulate  theirRefolutions 
as  if  all  were  fure  to  happen.  Hence  we 
can  by  no  means  call  thofe  wife  or  prudei^t 
who  are  more  afraid  of  the  Future  than 
they  ought  to  be ;  that  Name,  and  that 
Praife  much  better  agreeing  to  the  Brave, 
who  knowing  and  confidering  the  Dangers, 
and  by  thus  diflinguifliing  themfelves  from 
the  Rafh,  who  neither  know  nor  conlider' 
them,reafonwith  themfelves  and  reflect  how 
often  Men  extricate  themfelves  from  a  Mul- 
titude of  Difficulties,  fometimes  by  Chance, 
fometimes  byRefolution.  Theywerethento 
confultwithHope  as  well  asFear  in  theirRe- 
folutions, and  not  by  prefuppoling  uncertain 
B  2  Events 
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-^-  ^'  Events  as  certain,  (o  eafily  I'ejedt,  as  thofc 
t^.--^,-,'^  on  the  other  Side,  the  profitable  and  ho- 
nourable Opportunities :  But  having  before 
their  Eyes  the  weak  and  divided  State  of 
the  other  Italians,  and  the  Pouter  and 
great  Fortune  of  the  Venetian  Republic, 
with  the  Magnanimity  and  glorious  Ex- 
amples of  their  Anceftors,  accept  with  a 
hearty  Will  the  Protedion  of  the  Pifans, 
by  which  they  would  efFed:ually  make 
Way  for  them  to  obtain  the  Dominion  of 
that  City,  which  was  without  Queftion 
one  of  the  mofl  convenient  Ladders  for 
afcending  to  the  Monarchy  of  all  Italy,''. 

The  Senate  then  received  the  Pifans 

into  their  Prote6ton   by   public    Decree, 

There«£-^j^j^  an  exprefs   Promife  to  defend  their 

tians  take  i 

the  Pi-  Liberty.  The  Duke  of  Milan  did  not 
{he5r"pro'^^  firil  confider  this  Refolution  with  that 
tedion.  Attention  which  it  deferved,  becaufe,  be- 
ing excluded  by  it  from  keeping  any  of 
his  Troops  in  Pija,  he  was  pleafed  in  find- 
ing himfelf  freed  from  that  Expence ; 
and,  befides,  he  thought  it  not  inconfiftent 
with  his  Intereft  that  Pifa  fhould  at  the 
fame    Time    be    the  Occafion   of  great 

Charges 
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Charges  to  the  Venetians  and  Florenti?2eSy 
perfuading  himfelf  moreover  that,  by  the 
Greatnefs  and  Vicinity  of  his  State  to 
the  Pifa?is,  and  by  the  Memory  of  what  he 
had  done  for  their  Deliverance,  they  would 
be  fo  devoted  to  him  as  always  to  prefer 
him  before  all  others.  Thefe  Imaginations 
and  fallacious  Hopes  were  increafed  by  a 
Perfuaiion,  in  which,litde  refledling  on  the 
Mutability  of  human  Affairs,  he  fondly 
cherifhed  himfelf,  that  he  had  Fortune  as 
it  were  under  his  Feet,  and  gave  himfelf 
out  in  public  as  the  Son  of  that  Goddefs; 
fo  vain  was  he  become  with  profperous 
Succefs,  and  puffed  up  with  Conceit  that 
through  his  Means,  and  by  his  Counfels 
the  King  of  France  had  pafTed  into  Italy  I 
afcribing  to  himfelf  the  Expulflon  of 
Ptero  de  Medici  from  the  State  of  Flo- 
reiwe  for  Difobedience  to  his  Will ;  the 
Revolt  of  the  Pifans  from  the  Florentines^ 
and  the  Driving  the  Aragonians  his  Ene- 
mies out  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  j  and 
fince  that,  after  he  had  changed  his  Senti- 
ments, the  League  of  fo  many  Potentates 
againfl:  Charles^  as  theEffed:  of  his  Counfels 
,and  Authority,  as  alfo  the  Return  of  K'ny/- 
E  3  nandQ 
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'-^-  D.  nando  to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ^  the  De- 
^Jj^^parturc  of  the  King  of  France  out  of  Italy 
on  Conditions  unworthy  of  fuch  a  Pitch 
of  Greatnefs,  boafting  that  by  his  Induftry 
and  Authority  he  had  been  able  to  do  more 
with  the  Governor  of  the  Citadel  of  Fifa^ 
than  even  the  Will  and  Orders  of  his  own 
King.     By  the  fame  Rules  meafuring  the 
Future,  and  judging  all  others  inferior  to 
himfelf  in  Prudence  and  Underftanding, 
he  promifed  himfelf  the  conftant  Diredlion 
of  the  Affairs  of  Italy  at  his  Difcretion, 
and  that  he  could  by  his  Induftry  turn  any 
one  off  his  Bias.     Nor  knew  he  how  to 
diffemble  thofe  vain  Conceits  himfelf  any 
more   than  thofe   about   him,    either  in 
Words  or  in  outward  Show,  but  was  ra- 
ther pleafed  that  every  one  believed  and 
fpoke  of  him   under  this  Charadter,  and 
that  Milan  Night  and  Day  refounded  with 
vain  Songs,  and  that  every  one  celebrated 
\\\  Verfe,  both  in   the  vulgar  and  Latin 
Tongue,  and  with  public  and   flattering 
Orations,  the  admirable  Wifdom  of  Lodo- 
*vico  Sforza^  on  whom  depended  Peace  and 
War  in  Italy,  crying  up  to  the  very  Skies 
his  Name,  and  his   Surname   of  Moro, 

which 
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which  Surname  was  impofed  on  him  from  ^-  ^* 
his  Youth,  becaufe  he  was  of  a  fwarthy^ 
ComplexionjandhecaoifeoftheOpinionthen 
commonly  conceived  of  his  Subtilty,  and 
willingly  retained  by  him  while  his  Go- 
vernment lafled*. 

Nor  was  the  Authority  af  Mora  lefs  in 
the  other  Foi-trelles  of  the  Florentifies  than 
it  had  been  in  that  of  Pifa^  his  Enemies 
feeming  as  much  under  his  Government 
in  Italy  as  his  Friends.  For  though  the 
King,  after  hearing  the  heavy  Complaints 
of  the  Floye?2tinejy  was  extremely  moved, 
and,  with  an  Intent  that  the  other Fortrefles 
might  at  leail:  be  reftored  to  them,  fent 
Robert  de  Vefts^  a  Gentleman  of  his  Bed- 
chamber, with  a  new  Commiflion,  and 
Letters  from  higtn^  yet  his  Authority  be- 
ing of  no  jnore  Value  with  others  than  it 
was  with  himfelf,  fuch  was  -the  Auda- 
E  4  .cioufnefs 

*  Mora  in  Italian  dgnifies  a  Black.  Gio'vio  fays  he 
took  his  Name,  not  from  his  Complexion,  but  from  the 
Mulberry  Tree  in  his  Arms ;  which  in  Italian  is  called 
"Mora.  A  Mark  of  Lodo^ico\  Vanity  was  a  Pidure  he 
iiung  up  in  the  Caftle,  reprefenting  a  Queen,  on  whofe 
Robes  were  delineaied  all  the  Italian  Cities,  and  himfelf 
in  the  Perfon  of  a  Black  with  a  Brulh    rubbing  oiF  tt» 
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,  •^'   ^'  cioufnefs  of  Ligtii^  who  publicly  affirmed 
v-r-v^i-^that  he  did  not  proceed  without  the  Will 
of  the  King,  that  the  Royal  Commands 
CMesh  w^^^  ^^  ^ift^^  Eftimation,  thro'  means  of 
Orders     his  own  Orders  in  Conjunction  with  the 
by  his^     ill  Difpofition  of  the  Governors.     Where- 
povernoxsfore     the    Baflard   of    Bieme,    who,    by 
Orders  and  Authority  from  Ligfiiy  com- 
manded the  Garrifon  of  Sarz^ana^  after  he 
had  conducted  the  Florentine  Troops  and 
Commiflaries  in  order  to  receive  PoiTeffion 
of  it,  refigned  it  into  the  Hands  of  the  Ge^ 
noeje  for  Twenty-iive  Thoufand  Ducats  : 
and  his  Example  was   followed    by  the 
Governor  of  Sarzanello^  who  did  the  fame 
on  receiving  a  certain   Sum  of  Money. 
The  Author  and  Manager  of  thefe  Cen- 
tralis was  MorOy  who  alfo,  by  fending  Fra~ 
caffa  with  One  Hundred  Horfe  and  Four 
Hundred   Foot,  tho'.  under  the  Name   of 
the  Geiioefe^  to  oppofe  the  Florentines^  pre-^ 
vented    them    from    recovering    all   the 
Towns  which  they  had  loil  in  the  Luni- 
gianay  after  they  had  regained  Part  of  them 
by  taking  the  Opportunity  of  employing  for 
that  Purpofc  the  Troops  fent  to  receive  Sar^ 
zana, 

Npt 
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Not  long  after,  Eniragues,  who  had  the 
Command  alfo  of  the  Fortrefles  oi  Pietra 
Sa?ita  and  Muirone,  and  had,  befides,  got 
into  his  Hands  Librafatta^  retaining  this 
lail,   which,  not  many  Months  after,  he 
yielded  up  to  the  Pifaiis^  fold  the  others 
for  Twenty  8ix  Thoufand  Ducats  to  the 
Lucchefe,  precifely  according  to  the  Ap- 
pointment of  the  Duke  of  Milan,  who  at 
firft  was   willing   that  the  Genocfe  fliould 
have  them,    but  after\vards  changing  his 
Mind  chofe  to  gratify   the  Lucchefe,  that 
they  might  have   fome  Motive   to   affift 
with   more  Readinefs  the  Fifam,  and  to 
unite  them,  by  means  of  this  Kindnefs, 
the  more  firmly  to  his   Intereft.     When 
thefe  Proceedings  were  known  in  France^ 
tho'  the  King  fhewed  much  Refentment 
againft  higni,  and  baniflied  Entragties  from 
the  whole  Kingdom,  yet  at  the  Return  of 
Borrne^  who  had   not  only  been  a  Sharer 
in  the  Money  of  the  Pijans,  but  had  ne- 
gotiated in   Genoa   the  Sale  of  Sarzana, 
his  Juftification  was  accepted,  and  an  Am- 
baiiador  of  the  PifanSy  who  was  fent  with 
him  to  make  it  believed  that  they  were  wil- 
ing 
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ling  to  be  faithful  Subjects  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  and  to  take  the  Oath  of  Fideli- 
ty, was  gracioufly  received,  tho'  not  long 
after,  his  Commiffion  appearing  to  want 
Credentials,  he  was  difmifTed.  Ori  Ligni 
was  laid  no  other  Puniihment  than,  as  a 
Mark  of  his  being  excluded  from  the 
royal  Favour,  a  Prohibition  from  the 
Liberty  of  fleeping,  as  ufual,  in  the 
King  8  Chamber,  to  which  he  was  foon  re- 
ftored,  Entragues  only  remaining  an  Out- 
law, tho'  for  no  long  Space  of  Time.  In 
thefe  Cafes,  belides  the  eafy  Nature  of  the 
King,  and  other  Means  and  Favours,  much 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  a  Perfuafion,  not  \tith- 
out  jufl  Grounds^  that  the  Florentines  v^^ere 
n  nder  aNeceflity  not  to  fall  out  with  theKing. 
For  the  covetous  Ambition  of  the  Venetians 
and  Duke  of  Milan  being  manifefl:  on 
all  accounts,  it  was  taken  for  certain  that,  if 
the  Florentines  were  not  reinilated  in  Pifa, 
they  would  never  confent  to  join  in  Con- 
federacy with  them  for  the  Defence  oiltaly, 
to  which  they  both  endeavoured  to  induce 
them  by  Terror  and  Menaces,  but  made, 
however,  no  farther  Attempt  at  prefent,  con- 
tenting themfelves  with  leaving  in  Fija  a 

Num^ 
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Number  of  Troops,  fufficient  to  keep  the 
Citizens  in  Heart,   and  prevent  the  intire, 
Lofs  of  their  Territory,  the  Danger  of  the 
Kingdom     of     Naples     diverting     their 
Thoughts  from  all  other  Cares.     For  Fir^ 
gmio  had  inlifled  at  Bagno  a  Rapolano,  and 
afterwards  in  the  Pfr«g-/^?z,  where  he  quar- 
tered for  fome  Days,   a  great  Number  of 
Soldiers,  and  was  marching,  with  others  of  ^'fginia 
the  Houfe  of  the  Orfmi^  towards  the  y^-S^^o^h? 
bruzzi  -J  and  the  fame  Road  was  taken  by  ^^ruzzi. 
the   Troops    under  the  Command  of  Ca- 
milJo  and  Pagolo  Viielli^    who  facked  the 
little  Town  of  Montclione  for  refuling  to 
fupply  them  with  Provifions,  which  fo  ter- 
rified the  other  Towns  of  the  Church,  thro' 
which  they  were  to  pafs,  that  they  readily 
every  where  furnifhed  them  with  Victuals 
and  Lodging,  and  were  not  to  be  reflrain- 
ed  by  the  Pope's  fevere  Commands  to  the 
contrary.     On  thefe  Motions,  and  much 
more  from  AfTurances  that  new  Succours 
were  coming  from  France  by  Sea,  it  being 
believed  that  the  Affairs  of  the  French  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples  were  to  receive 
fome  mighty   Improvement,    Ferdinando^ 
who  had  no  Money,  and  ftruggled  with 

many 
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^-  ^'  many  Difficulties,  finding  himfelf  unable 
to  fupport  fa  great  a  Burden  without 
greater  Helps,  was  obliged  to  turn  his 
Thought 
Defence. 


Thoughts  on  fome  other  Means  for  his 


The  other  Potentates  had  not  in  the 
Beginning  comprehended  Ferdindndo  in 
their  Confederacy  j  and  tho',  after  he  had 
recovered  Naples^  the  Sovereigns  of  Spain 
had  made  Inflances  for  his  Admiffion,  the 
Venetians  had  refufed  it,  from  a  Perfuafi- 
on  that  his  Neceffities  would  favour  the 
Delign  which  they  had  formed  of  reducing 
under  their  Subjedion  fomp  Part  of  that 
Kingdom, 

Terdiitan-      Ferdinando  therefore,  deprived  of  all 

withThe  ^^^^^  Hopes,  for  he  expected  no  new  Sup- 

VerMians  plies  from  i5^<3/Vz,  and  the  other  Confederates 

cours"^    would  not  take  upon  themfelves  fo  great  a 

Charge,  made   the   following  Agreement 

with  thtVefietian  Senate,  the  Pope,  and  the 

Ambafladors  of  Spainy  by  Commiffion  from 

their  Sovereigns,  being  Guarantees :   That 

the  Venetians  fliould  fend  into  the  Kingdom 

(of  Naples  to  his  Affiflance  the  Marquis  of 

M<^ntouai 
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Mantoua  their  General  with  Seven  Hun-  ^'  ^• 
dred  Men  at  Arms,  Five  Hundred  light  ^^^  ' 
Horfe,  and  Three  Thoufand  Foot,  and 
maintain  the  Fleet  w^hich  they  had  already 
on  the  Coafls  of  that  Country,  but  referv- 
ing  Liberty  to  recal  thofe  Supplies  whene- 
ver they  fhould  want  them  for  their  own 
Defence :  That,  for  his  prefent  Necefil- 
ties,  they  iliould  lend  him  Fifteen  Thou- 
fand Ducats  j  and,  that  they  might  have 
Security  for  recovering  their  Cofts,  Ferdl- 
nando  was  to  make  over  to  them  Otranio^ 
Brindiji  and  'Trani,  and  confent  that  they 
fliould  keep  Pofleffion  oiMonopoli  and  Fu- 
lignano  which  they  had  already  in  their 
Hands,  but  on  Condition  that  they  fliould 
reftore  them  when  they  were  reimburfed  ; 
but  they  were  not  to  charge,  either  on  ac- 
count of  the  War,  or  the  Garrifons,  or  For- 
tifications which  they  might  make  to  the 
Places,  above  the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred 
Thoufand  Ducats.  Thefe  Ports,  by  ' 
their  Situation  on  the  upper  Sea,  lying 
very  convenient  for  the  Venetia?is^  made 
no  inconliderable  Addition  to  their  Great- 
nefs,  which  now,  meeting  with  none  tor 
oppofe  it,     the   Counfels  of   thofe  who 

would 
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would  have  them  to  be  mor^  cautious  of 
fpreading  all  their  Sails  before  a  flattering 
Gale  being  no  longer  regarded  after  ac* 
cepting  the  Protedlion  of  Pifa^  began  to 
extend  itfelf  thro'  all  Parts  of  Italy  ;  for, 
beiides  the  Footing  they  had  got  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  and  in  Tufcany^  they 
had  but  lately  taken  AJlorre*^  Lord  o^Faen- 
za,  into  their  Pay,  and  his  State  undertheir 
Protection,  which  lay  very  convenient  for 
keeping  in  Awe  the  Florentines^  the  City  of 
Bologna^  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Romagna, 
Befides  thefe  particular  Helps  from  the 
Venetians,  Ferdinando  received  other  Af- 
iiftance  from  the  Confederates ;  for  the 
Pope,  the  Venetians,  and  the  Duke  of  Mi- 
lan, fent  to  his  Succour  fome  other  Men 
at  Arms,  lifted  in  common ;  but  the  Duke, 
who  had  not,  as  yet,  intirely  departed  from 
his  diiTembling  Pretences  of  making  no 
Infringement  on  the  Convention  of  Ver- 
celli,   tho'  moft   of  thefe  Mcafures  were 

direded 


*  Bimbo  fays,  that  the  Faventines  fearing  that  fome  of 
their  Exiles,  Friends  to  the  Flormtinfs^  might  deftroy 
Jllorre,  follicied  the  Venetians  to  take  him  under  their 
Proteflion  :  They  accordingly  fent  for  him  to  Venici,  and 
pu;  a  Vineiian  Governor  into  Fasnza. 
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direded  by  his  Counfels,  refufed  to  have  ^-^f^' 
his  Name  made  ufe  of  in  the  Levies  or  o-  - 
ther  outv^^ard  Services,  confenting,  however, 
to  contribute  privately  Ten  Thoufand  Du- 
cats every  Month  towards  theRelief  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples. 

The  March  of  the  Orfini  and  Vifelli  in- 
to the   Ahruzzi  fecured   that    Province, 
which  was  in  manifeft  Commotion  againfl 
the  French^  Teramo  and  the  City  of  Chicti 
being  already  revolted,  and  it  was  appre- 
hended that   Aqiiila^  the  Capital  of  that 
Country,   would  follow    their  Example. 
But  now  that  City  was  confirmed  in  Obe- 
dience to  the  French  by  thofe  Comman- 
ders, who  recovered  Terafuo  by  Capitula- 
tion, and  facked  Giulia  Nuova ;  fo  that  al- 
mofl  the  whole  Province  of  the  Abruzzi 
was  at  the  Devotion  of  the  King  of  France, 
and  the  Affairs  of  Ferdinando  manifeflly 
appeared  to  be  on  the  Decline  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom.     For  almoft  all  Calabiia 
was  in  the  Power  of  Aiibigni,  tho'  the  te-« 
dious  Indifpofition  by  v/hich  he  was  laid 
up  in  yerace^  gave  an  Opportunity  to  Gon^ 
JahOt  by  means  of  the  ^paniJJj  Troops,  and 

the 
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the  Forces  of  feme  of  the  L/ords  of  the 
Country,  to  keep  alive  the  War  in  that 
Province.  Gaeta^  with  many  of  the  cir- 
cumjacent Towns,  was  in  the  Hands  of 
the  French,  the  Prefedl  of  RomCi  with  his 
own  Regiment,  and  the  Forces  of  his  own 
State,  recovered  the  Httle  Towns  of  Mon^ 
tecafino,  and  infefted  the  T^erra  di  Lavoro 
on  that  Side  ;  and  Mojipenfierj  tho'  greatly 
hindered  from  employing  his  Forces  by 
Want  of  Money,  obliged  Ferdinando,  who 
laboured  under  the  like  Scarcity  of  Money, 
and  of  many  other  Provifions,  to  fliut  him- 
felf  up  in  flrong  Places,  and  to  put  all  his 
Hopes  in  the  Arrival  of  the  Venetia?i  Suc- 
cours, which,  beeaufe  the  Agreement  be- 
tween them  had  been  made  but  a  litde 
before,  could  not  be  ready  fo  foon  as  Oc-^ 
cafion  might  require.  Monpenfier  2i\Xtnii^i- 
ed  to  get  PoiTeffion  of  Be?ievenfo  by  Trea- 
chery J  but  Ferdinando^  who  had  fomc 
Sufpicion  of  it,  fuddenly  entered  the  Place 
with  his  Troops.  The  French  approach- 
ing  Beiievejito,  ported  themfelves  at  the 
Bridge  of  Finocchio^  and  took  PoiTeffion  of 
Fenezano^  Aptce,  and  many  other  neigh- 
bouring Towns.     Here  labouring  under  a 

Scarcity 
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Scarcity  oi  Provifions,  and  the  Time  being  ^-   ^^ 
near  at  hand  for  collecfting  the   Duty  on  J^^J^ 
the  Sheep  of  Puglia,  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant Revenues  of  the  Kingdom  of  A^^- 
plcsy  for  it  ufed  to  amount  yearly  to  Eighty 
Thoufand  Ducats,    and  is  all  colledted  in 
about  a  Monrh  *,    Monpenfier^  to  deprive 
the  Enemy  of  that   Advantage,  and   no 
lefs  to  fupply  the  extreme   Neceffities   of 
his   Troops,  put  himfelf  on   his   March 
for  Ptiglia^  one  Part  of  which  Province 
was  in  his  PoiTeffion,  and  another  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Enemy.     Nor  was  Ferdina?!- 
do  very  far  behind  him,  intent  rather  on 
obftrudling   the   Progrefs  of  the   Enemy 
by  fome  Art  or  Diligence,  than  on  coming 
to  a  Batde  before  his  Auxiliaries  were  ar- 
rived. 

A  T  this  Time  arrived  before  Gaeta  the 
French  Fleet,  confifting  of  Fifteen  large  ^'"^'''"^ 
and   Seven  fmaller   Ships,    on  board   o^Gaeta. 
which  were  embarked  at   Saiiona   Eight 

Vol.  II.  F  Thoufand 

*  Giafvio  fays  above  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Ducat?  in 
Gold,  and  that  Morperfter  and  Perji  afted  imprudently  in 
carrying  the  War  into  Pugiia  on  this  Account,  which  was 
tgainft  the  Sentiments  of  Beaucaire,  who  perfuaded  them 
to  keep  the  Army  near  Naples . 


THE  HISTORY    OF 

Thoufand  German  Foot,  levied  in  the  Do- 
minions of  the  Duke  of  Giielderland,  and 
alfo  thofe  Sivifs  and  Gafcons  that  the  King 
had  before  appointed  to  be  tranfported  on 
board  the  large  Ships  that  were  to  be  fitted 
GMtztGenoa.  Atthe  Approach  of  this  Squa- 
dron Ferdifimido's  Fleet,which  was  cruifiDg 
before  Gaeta  for  preventing  all  Supplies 
©f  Vi(fluals  from  entering  it  by  Sea,  be- 
ing but  ill  provided  with  NecefTaries  for 
want  of  Money,  flieered  off.  The  French 
Fleet  then  entered  the  Port  without  Op- 
pofition,  and  landing  their  Troops  took 
Itri  and  other  neighbouring  Places,  and 
committed  great  Ravages  all  over  the 
Country,  and  were  in  Hopes  of  getting 
PofTeffion  of  Seffa  by  means  of  Gianbaf^ 
tifta  Caracciolo,  who  engaged  to  introduce 
them  fecretly  into  the  Place  j  but  Don 
Federigo,  who  had  retired  with  the  Troops 
under  his  Command  into  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Tara?itOi  but  was  fince  ordered 
by  Ferdinando  to  take  the  Charge  of  Na-^ 
pies  J  on  Notice  of  the  Plot,  fuddenly  en- 
tered the  City,  and  feized  the  Bifliop  and 

fome 
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fome  Others  who  were  privy  to  the  Con-  ^-  ^• 

In  Piigliay  where  lay  the  Strefs  cf  the 
War,  each  Party  getting  the  better  by 
Turns,  the  Events  proved  various.  The 
Seafon  was  fo  fevere  that  both  Armies 
were  diftributed  in  the  neighbouring 
Towns,  no  fingle  Place  being  large  enough 
to  quarter  either  Army :  Their  chief  Em- 
ploy V/3S  to  make  Excurlions  with  large 
Parties  of  Horfe,  and  to  carry  off  Catde  ; 
in  which  they  gave  a  greater  Proof  of  their 
Dexterity  than  of  their  Valour. 

FERDiNANDohad  taken  up  hisRefidence 
with  Part  of  his  Troops  iniP(9g-^/^,havingdif- 
pofed  of  the  reft  inTroja  and  Nocera.  Here, 
on  Notice  that  between  San  Se-vero^  where 
lay  Virginio  Or fmi ,coinQ  to  the  Affiftanceof 
Monpenlier  with  Three  Hundred  Men  at 
Arms,  and  the  Town  of  Porcino^  in  which 
was  Mariano Savelli  with  an  Hundred  Men 
at  Arms,  was  drove  together  a  prodigious 
Number  of  Sheep  and  other  Catde,  he 
F  2  took 

•  Ferdinando,  a  little  before  His  Death,  order*?^  the 
Bi(hop  to  be  beheaded.     Bemba^ 
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^-    D,-  took  with  him  Three  Hundred  Men  at 

Ji^-'_,Arms,  Eight  Hundred  light  Horfe  *,  and 

Fifteen  Hundred   Foot,    and  arrived  by 

Break  of  Day  at   5^??^  Severay  where  he 

ported   himfelf  with  his  Foot  and   Men 

at  Arms  in  order  to  oppofe  Virginia  if  he 

made  any  Motion,  and  detached  his  light 

Horfe  ^,  who,  difperfing  themfelves-  all 

over  the  Country,  carried  off"  a  Booty  of 

about  Sixty  Thousand  Head  of  Catde,  and 

forced  Mariano  Savelliy  who  had  fallied 

out  of  Forcino  to  difturb  them,  to  retreat! 

with  the  Lofs  of  Thirty  Men  at  Arms. 

This  Damage,  with  the  Difgrace  re- 
ceived, put  Mo7ipenfiey  on  marching  to- 
wards Foggia  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Prey 
and  of  the  loft  Honour,  where,  Fortune 
favouring  him  beyond  his  Expedlations, 
he  met  between  Nocera  and  'Troja  Eight 
Hundred  German  Foot,  who  came  by  Sea 
to  enter  into  the  Pay  oiFerdinando.  They 

had 

*  Gio-vie  fays  Seven  Hundred,  and  attributes  all  the 
Glory  to  Camilla  Fitelli,  who  here,  for  the  firft  Time* 
made  Ufe  of  Men  with  Guns  on  Horfeback. 

f  Thefe  light  Horfe  were  Grteh,  lifted  in  Mactdgmin 
by  t  he  Vtnttianu 
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Iiad  left  their  Qiiarters  at  Troja,  and 
rather  hurried  on  by  their  own  Rafhnefs 
than  in  Purfuance  of  the  King's  OrderSja^id 
contrary  to  the  Advice  of  Fabrttio  Colouna^ 
who  alib  quartered  in  Trc/Vz,  were  marching 
\^'ith  a  Deiign  to  join  Ferdinando  at  Toggia, 
Finding  it  out  of  their  Power  to  fave  them-^s^ht 
felves  either  hy  fighting  or  flying,  and  "i^- Germans 
fufino:  Quarter  they  were  all  killed  in  Fight,  c"'  '<> 

^"^  .   ^        Pieces  at 

hut  made  the  Enemy  pay  for  the  Vidtoryf^^^/^. 
with  their  Blood.. 

MoNPENSiER,    after   this,  prefented 
himfelf  with  his  Army  in  Order  of  Battle 
before  Foggia ,  but   Ferdinando   fuffering 
no  Sallies  to  be  made  but  only  by  the 
light  Horfe,  the   French  moved  ofl",  and 
encamped  at  the  Wood  of  the  Incoro?iata^y 
from  whence,  after  they  had  flayed  Two 
Days  under  a  Scarcity  of  Provifions,  and 
recovered  the   bell   Part  of  their  Cattle, 
they  returned  back  again  before  Foggia^ 
and,  after  a  Night's  Sta^^,  returned  the  next 
Day  to  San  Severo,  but  not  with  all  the 
Prey  they  had  recovered,  for  in  their  Re- 
turn thither  Part  of  it  was  carried  off  by 
F  3  Ferdin^ndo's 

*  Tie  Incoronata  is  a  Church  in  the  middle  of  a  Wood. 
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Ferdinando\  light  Horfe.     This  Harrying 
of  the  Cattle  was  the  Occafion  that  either 
of  the  Parties  reaped  but  very  little  Bene- 
fit from  the  Duty  on  Wool.     A  few  Days 
after  the  French  were  forced  to  decamp  for 
Want    of   Provilions,    and    marched   to 
Campobajjo^    which  was   in  their  Hands, 
Cogiiomf-  from  which  Place  they  took  by  Storm  Cog- 
"tryMau!t^^^^^#'    ^^'    Grigonija,    a     neighbouring 
Town,  where  the  Swifs^  contrary  to  the 
Will   of  their   Commander,    committed 
fuch  Cruelties,  as  indeed  filled  the  Country 
with  Terror,  but  alienated  the  Affedtions 
of  Multitudes  *j    while   Ferdinando^  in- 
tent  on    making    the    beft   Defence   he 
could,    and   waiting   the   Arrival  of  the 
Marquis  of  Mantoua^  in  the  mean  time 
put  his  Troops  in  good  Condition  with 
the  Help   of   Sixteen  Thoufand  Ducats 
fent  him  by  the  Pope,    and  with,  what 
Money  he  had  been  able  to  colledl  by  him- 
felf.     At  this  Juncture  the  Swifs^  and  the 
other  Foot  which  came  by  Sea  to  Gaeta^ 
joined  Monperjier -,  and  on  the  other  Side 

the 

•  Qio'vio  fays  the  Town  furrendered,  and  was  after- 
wards deraolifhed  by  the  French  and  Germans^  the  Men 
killed,  and  the  Women  ravifhed. 
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the  Marquis  of  Mantoua^  who  had  en-  ^-  ^• 
tered  the  Kingdom,  and  proceeded  to  Ca- «.— v-* 
pua  by  the  Road  oiSa?i  Germano^  and  in  his 
March  taken,  either  by  Force  or  Capitulati- 
on, many  Towns,  tho'  of  fmall  Impor- 
tance, about  the  Beginning  of  y.'/;?^,  joined 
the  King  at  Nocer.a,  whither  Don  Cafar  of 
Aragon  alfo  condudled  the  Troops  that  had 
heen  quartered  about  Taranio.  Thus 
were  almofi:  all  the  Forces  of  the  French 
and  Ferdinando  alTembled  in  neighbouring 
Places,  the  French  fup^ior  in  Infantry, 
and  the  Italiam  in  Cavalry,  fo  that  the 
Event  of  the  Contefl  feemed  very  doubt* 
ful,  none  being  capable  of  judging  to 
which  of  the  two  Parties  Vi(3:ory  was  moll 
iikely  to  incline. 

The  King  of  France  was  confulting 
on  Ways  and  Means  for  fuccouring  his 
People  ;  for  as  fooil  as  he  was  informed  of 
the  Lofs  of  the  Caftles  of  Naples,  and  that, 
becaufe  the  Fortrefles  were  not  reftored  to 
■the  Florentines,  his  Troops  were  difappoint- 
cd  of  the  Florentine  Money  and  Auxiliaries, 
rouzed  from  that  drowfy  Negligence  in 
which  he  feemed  to  have  returned  into 
F  4  France  ^ 


THE    HISTORY   OF 

Fra?ice^  he  began  to  turn  his  Thoughts  a- 
new  to  the  Aftairs  of  Italy  :  And  the  bet- 
ter to  difengage  himfelf  from  every  Thing 
that  might  retain  him,  and  that,  by  fliew- 
ing  his  Gratitude  for  the  Benefits  received 
in  his  Dangers,  he  might  be  enabled  with 
the  more  Confidence  to  haveRecourfe  once 
more  to  the  Afliflance  of  Heaven,  he   fet 
out  Poft  for  Tours y  and  afterwards  for  Pa- 
ris, to  fulfil  the  Vows  which  he  had  made 
to  St  Martin  and  St  Denis  on  the  Day  of 
the  Battle  of  Fortiuovo.     From  thence  he 
returned   with   the    fame   Expedition    to 
Lions y  where   he  grew  every  Day   more 
eagerly  bent  on  his  Projedl,  to  which  he 
was  very  much  prompted  by  his  natural 
Inclination,  afcribing  to  himfelf  the  greater 
Glory,  for  having  acquired  fo  fine  a  King- 
dom, and  been  the  firfl  of  all  the  Kings 
of  France,  who,   after   many  Ages,   had 
in   Perfon   levived    the   Memory  of  the 
Gallic  Arms  and  Vidlories ;  and  perfuad- 
ing  himfelf  that   the  Difficulties  he   had 
encountered   in  his  Return  from  Naples^ 
had  proceeded  more  from  his  own  Difor- 
ders   than  from   the  Strength  or  Valour 
of  the  Italians^  whofe  Name  in  military 

Affairs 
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Affairs  was  no  longer  of  any  Value  with  ^-  ^* 
the  French.    His  Ardor  was  ftill  heighten-u. 
ed  by  the  eager  Soliicitations  of  the  Flo- 
rentine Ambaffadors,    of  the  Cardinal  of 
San  Piero  in  Vincola,  and  of  Gia  jacopo  di 
Triimlzij  who  was  returned  to  Court  for 
that  Purpofe.     With  thefe  joined  in  the 
fame  Inflances  Vitellozzo  and  Carlo  Orjini, 
and  afterwards  Count   Montorio,   fent  on 
Purpofe  by  the  Barons  of  the  French  Party 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  ;  and  to  enforce 
all,  the  Senefchal  of  Beaucaire  w^s  come 
by  Sea  from  Gaefa^  and  gave  great  Hopes 
ofVidory,   if  proper  Succours  were  fent 
without  Delay  ;    but  at  the  fame  Time 
aflared  his  Majefly,  that  intire  Deftrudion 
mufl   foon  enfue,   if  the  Affairs  of  that 
Kingdom  were  any  longer  negledted.  Be-, 
fides  thefe,  fome  of  the  great  Lords  o^ 
France y   who  had   formerly   been   averfc 
to  an  Italian  Expedition,   encouraged  the 
Undertaking,  on  account  of  the  Diflionour 
that  would  refult   to  the  Court  of  Fra?tce, 
from  fuffering  an  Acquifition  made  to  be 
loft  J  but  much  more  in  Confideration  of 
the  Damage  that  would  be  fuftained  by 
the  Lofs  of  fuch  a  Number  of  the  French 

Nobility 
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^-  ^-  Nobility  in  the  Kingdom  of  iVl2//f  J.  Nor 
^^^  '^did  thefe  Defigns  receive  any  Check 
from  the  Movements  threatened  by  the 
King  of  Spain  on  the  Side  of  Perpig- 
nan  *  ;  for  the  Preparations  being  greater 
in  Name  than  in  Fad:,  and  the  Forces  of 
that  King  of  more  Service  in  defend- 
ing his  own  Kingdoms  than  for  attack- 
ing thofe  of  others,  it  was  judged  fufficient, 
for  removing  all  Appreheniions,  to  have 
fent  to  Narbo7ine  and  the  other  Towns  on 
the  Frontiers  of  Spain  a  good  Number  of 
Men  at  ArmSj  not  without  a  competent 
Body  of  Swifs. 

The  King  then  fummoniug  a  Council 
of  all  the  Lords  and  Perfons  of  Emi- 
nence that  were  found  at  Court,  it  was 
refolved  that  Trivulzi  fhould,  with  all 
poflible  Speed,  repair  ioAJli,  with  the  Title 
of  I'he  Kings  Lieutenant,  and  take  with 
him  Eight  Hundred  Lances,  Two  Thou- 
fand  Swijsy  and  Two  Thoufand  GaJco?ts : 

That 


*  Ferdlnando  of  Spain  attempted  to  frighten  Charles 
from  the  Italian  Enterprife,  by  making  a  great  Show  of 
Troops  at  Perpignan  ;  but  he  never  intended  to  mak^ 
War,  becaufe  bis  Coffers  were  empty.     Giovio, 
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That  foon  after  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fhould  ^'   ^' 
nafs   the  Mountains  with  more  Troops  j^*"^^  ' 
and  at  laft  the  King  in  Perfon,   with  all 
the  other  Provifions,  (liould  pafs  with  fo 
formidable  an  Appearance,  that  it  was  not 
to  be  doubted  that  the  States  of  the  Duke 
of  .S^'y^^y,  and  of  the  Marquifes  of  Monfer^ 
rato  and  Saluzzo^  which  lay  very  commo- 
dious for  making  War  againfl  the  Dutchy 
oi Milan,  would  be  at  his  Devotion.     It 
was  alfo  believed  that  all  the  Swifs  Cantons, 
except  the  Canton  of  Bern  j  which  had  en- 
gaged not  to  ad:  againfl  the  Duke  of  M/- 
lany'  would,   with  the  greateft  Alacrity, 
enter  into  his   Pay.     Thefe  Rcfolutions 
were  profecuted  with  the  greater  Confent 
from  the  Ardor  of  the  King,  who,  before 
he  entered  the  Council,  had  made  preffing 
Intreaties  to  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  that  he 
would,  in  the  moft  pathetic  Manner,  repre- 
fent  the  Neceflity  of  profecuting  the  War 
with  a  very  powerful  Force  :   And  af- 
terwards   in    Council    with    the    fame 
Warmth   he  rebuked  the  Admiral,  who, 
with  fome  others  of  the  fame  Sentiments, 
had  endeavoured,  not  fo  much  by  diredtly 
contradiding,  as  by  propounding  a  Mul- 
titude 
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^-   ^'  titude  of  Difficulties,  indiredlly  to  intimi- 
/date  the  Hearts  of  the  reft,  openly  declar- 
ing that  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  take  any 
other  Refolution,  becaufe  the  Will  of  God 
conftrained  him  to  return  in  Perfon.     In 
the  fame  Council  it  was  refolved  that  Thir- 
ty Ships,  among  which  was  the  Nonnan- 
/jiz  -f-,  a  Vellel  of  huge  Bulk,  and  another 
large  Caraque  belonging  to  the  Knights  of 
Rhodes,  fhould  fail  from  the  Ocean,  where 
they  were  ftationed,  to  the  Ports  of  Pro- 
'vejjce,   where    Thirty    light  Gallies    and 
Galleons  would  be  equipped  for  conveying 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  under  the  Pro- 
tediion  of  fo  large  a  Fleet,  a  vaft  Supply  of 
Troops,  Provifions,  Ammunition  and  Mo- 
ney ;  but,  without  waiting,  however,  till 
this  Navy  could  be   got  in  Readinefs,    a 
Squadron  fhould  immediately  be  difpatch- 
ed  with  Men  and  Provifions  on  that  Expe- 
dition.    Befides  all  thofe  Appointments  it 
was  refolved  that  Rigmdt,  the  King's  Ma- 
jor-domo, fliould  be  fent  to  Milan.     For 
tho'  the   Duke  had  not  granted  the  two 

Caraques, 

•\  The  Normandat  according  to  Bmho,  was  of  Twelve 
Hundred  Ton. 
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Caraques,  nor  fuffered  an  Armament  to  ^-  ^» 
be  made  for  the  King  at  Ge?ioa,  and  had  ^  IV  j 
only  reftored  the  Ships  taken  at  Rapallcy 
but  not  the  Twelve  Gallies  detained  in  the 
Port  of  Genotty  yet  he  endeavoured  to  cx- 
cufe  himfelf  by  the  Difobedience  of  the 
Genoefe,  and  continually  held  various  Ne- 
gotiations, by  his  Agents,  with  the  King, 
to  whom  he  had  anew  fent  Anionio  Ma- 
ria Palavifmo  to  afTure  him  that  he  was 
difpofed  to  obferve  the  Convention  made 
with  him,  and  to  demand  a  farther  Term 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Fifty  Thoufand 
Ducats  to  the  Duke  oi  Orleans.  Though' 
he  would  have  reaped  but  little  Benefit  by 
thefe  Arts,  the  King  being  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  Intentions,  as  well  from 
other  Adlions,  as  becaufe  it  had  come  to 
light  by  his  Letters  and  Inftrucftions  whicK 
had  been  intercepted,  that  he  was  continu- 
ally ftimulating  the  King  of  the  Roma?iSy 
and  the  King  of  Spai?ito  invade  Fra?2cey  yet, 
in  Hopes  that  Fear  would  induce  him 
perhaps  to  what  was  contrary  to  his  Will, 
7?%W/wasorderedtofignifytohim,without 
difputing  on  former  Infringements,  that  it 
lay  in   his  Power  to  cancel   the  Memory 

of 
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ji.  D.  of  pail  OiFences  by  fetting  himfelf  ferioufly 
to  obferve  his  Engagements  in  reftoring 
the  Caraques,  and  permitting  an  Armament 
at  Genoa.  He  was  belides  inflrudted  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  King's  PafTagc, 
which  would  prove  to  his  very  great  De- 
triment, if,  while  he  was  offered  th© 
Means,  he  did  not  renew  that  Friendship 
which  the  King  was  perfuaded  he  had, 
rather  out  of  groundlefs  Sufpicion  than  for 
any  other  Caufe,  imprudently  defpifed. 

The  Fame  of  the  Preparations  that 
were  making  having  reached  Italy^  had  ef- 
fected great  Alteration,  in  the  Confederates, 
and  above  all  in  Lodovico  Sforza^  who  be- 
ing the  firft  expofed  to  the  Violence  of  the 
£nemy  found  himfelf  in  very  great  Per- 
plexity, efpecially  when  he  underflood 
that,  after  Rigault  had  fet  out  from  the 
Court,  the  King  had  with  very  rough 
Words  and  Looks  difmilTed  all  his  Agents- 
Revolving  therefore  in  his  Mind  the 
Greatncfs  of  the  Danger,  and  that  all  the 
Mifchiefs  and  Vexations  of  the  War  would 
be  confined  within  his  State,  he  would  eaiily 
have  complied  with  the  King's  ^Requeft, 

if 
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if  he  had  not  been  hindered  by  a  Jealoufy  ^-   ^• 
arifingfrom  a  Confcioufnefs  of  the  Injuries^'"'"^ 
he  had  done  him,  which  created  fuch  a 
Diftrufl  on  all  Sides  that  it  was  more  diffi- 
cult to  find  Means  for  the  Security  of  each 
Party,   than  to  come  to  an  Agreement  in 
Points   about   which   they  differed  ;    for 
what  might  be  agreed  upon  for  fecuring 
one   Side  rendering  the  Security  of  the 
other  precarious,  none  was  willing  to  en- 
truft  with  the  Faith  and  Honour  of  ano- 
ther  what   that  other  refufed  to  entruft 
with  him.     Thus  Lodovico,  forced  by  Ne- 
ceffity  to  take  fuch  a  Refolution  as  was 
moft  difagreeable  to  him,  in  order  to  ward 
at  leaft  the  Danger  for  a  while,  continued 
to  ufe  the  fame  Arts  with  Rigautt  which  he 
had  put  in  Pra<3:ice  till  this  Tkne,  giving 
him   hearty  AfTurances   that    he    would 
make   the  Genoefe  comply  whenever  the 
King  would  give  fufficient  Security,  in  tlie 
City  of  Aaignon^  for  the  Reftitution  of  the 
Ships,  and  that  eaeh  Party   fhould  enter 
into  Engagements,  giving  Hoftages  for  the 
Performance,  to  attempt  no  Innovations  to 
the  Prejudice  of  the  other.     This  Nego- 
tiation, which  lafted  many  Days,  had   at 

laft. 
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^-   ^-  laft,  on  account   of  the  many  Cavils  and 
.4^1^ Difficulties  that  were  flarted,  the  fame  Ef- 
fect as  the  reft. 

But  LodovicOi  not  to  fpend  the  Time 
Unproiitably,  had,  during  this  Negotiation, 
difpatched   Exprefles  to  the  King  of  the 
Rommis,  to  invite  him  to  pafs  into  Italy^  by 
means  of  his  AfTiftance  and   that  of  the 
Venetians 'y  and  had    fent  AmbalTadors  to 
Venice  to  follicit  the  Senate  to  guard  againft 
the  common  Danger    by  concurring   in 
this  Expence,  and  to   fend  fuch   Supplies 
towards  Alejfandria  as  fhould  be  necelTary 
for  oppofing  the  French.     This  they  very 
readily  offered  to  do,  but  did  not  fliew  the 
fame  Facility  for  the  PalTage  of  the  King 
of  the  Romans y  who  was  no  great  Friend  to 
their  Republic  on  account  of  their  Poffef- 
lions  on  the  ^erra-Firma  belonging  to  the 
Empire  and  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  j  nor 
were  they  content  that,   at  the  common 
Expence,  fhould  be  conduced  into  Italy^ 
an   Army  wholly  depending  on  Lodovico, 
The  Duke  however  continued  his  Sollici- 
tations,  for,   befides    other   Reafons  that 
moved  him  to  it,  he  was  jealous  of  the 

Stay 
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Stay  of  the  Venetian  Forces  by  themfelves  ^-  ^ 
in  the  State  of  Milan^  the  Senate,  whov 
knew  him  to  be  of  a  very  timorous  Difpo- 
fition,  being  apprehenlive  that  he  would 
precipitate  himfelf  into  a  Reconciliation 
with  the  King  of  France,  gave  at  laft  their 
Confent,  and  for  the  fame  Reafon  fent 
AmbalTadors  to  Cafar-f* 

The  Venetians  and  the  Duke  were  ftill 
apprehenlive  that  as  foon  as  the  King  had 
paffed  the  Mountains,  the  Florentines 
would  make  fome  Attempt  on  the  Rivierds 
of  Genoa.  They  requefled  therefore  of 
Giovanni  Bentivoglio,  whom  the  Confede- 
rates had  taken  into  their  Pay,  with  Three 
Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  to  attack  the  Flo- 
rentines  on  the  Borders  of  Bologna ^  aflur- 
ing  him  that  at  the  fame  time  they  fliould 
be  moleftcd  by  the  ^enefe  and  the  Troops 
that  were  in  Pifa  -,  and  offering  to  engage 
themfelves,  if  he  could  make  himfelf  Maf- 
ter  of  the  City  of  Pifloia,  to  preferve  it  for 
him.      But   tho'   Bentivoglio  gave   them 

Vol.  II.  G  Hopes 

f  The  IfaUans  gave  Maximilian  and  hh  Predeceflbrs 
the  Name  of  C^/vr  j  tho\  ai  laid  before,  not  of  Emperor, 
till  they  were  crowned  by  the  I'ope. 
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>*•  ^-  Hopes  of  his  Compliance,  yet  having  hm 
'^^  '  ,  Intentions  far  different,  and  being  undeF 
DO  fmall  Apprehenfions  of  the  Coming  of 
the  Frcjichy  he  fent  privately  to  the  King 
to  excufe  himfelf  for  what  was  pafl  on  ac- 
count of  the  Ncceffity  arifing  from  the  Si- 
tuation in  which  BologJia  is  placed,  and  of- 
fering to  become  his  Dependent,  and,  out 
of  Veneration  to  him,  to  abftain  from 
molefling  the  Florentines. 

But  the  Will  of  the  King,  tho'  very 
ardent,  was  not  fufficient  to  put  in  Exe- 
f:ution  the  Meafures  that  had  been  refolved, 
though  his  own  Honour,  and  the  Danger 
of  the  Kingdom  oi  Naples  required  all 
poilible  Expedition.  For  the  Cardinal  of 
St.  Malo^  in  whofe  Hands,  befides  the 
Management  of  the  Finances,  was  the 
Direction  of  the  whole  Admin  iftration, 
though  he  did  not  openly  oppofe,  yet  fo 
long  retarded  the  whole  Proceeding,  by 
delaying  the  necelTary  Payments,  that  not 
one  Provifion  was  brought  to  EfFedt.  His 
Motive  to  this  Condudl  was  either  an 
Opinion  that  the  beft  Means  to  perpetuate 
his  Greatnefs  was,  by  incurring  no  Ex- 
pence 
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pence  but  what  conduced  to  the  prefent  •^-  ^• 
Profit  or  Pleafures  of  the  King,  to  have  nouHJ^Lj 
Occafion  for  daily  reprelenting  the  Diffi- 
cuhies  cf  Affairs,  and  the  NecefTity  of 
Money  ^  or  becaufe,  as  many  fufpedted, 
corrupted  with  Rewards  and  Promifes, 
he  held  a  fecret  Correfpondence  either 
with  the  Pope  or  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
Nor  was  this  remedied  by  the  Perfuafions 
and  Commands  of  the  King,  fometimes 
delivered  in  very  angry  and  reproachful 
Words ;  for  the  Cardinal  knowing  his 
Temper  fatisfied  him  with  Promifes  con^ 
trary  to  Effects. 

The  Execution  of  the  Meafures  de- 
figned  beginning,  by  the  Cardinal's  Con- 
trivance, to  be  thus  retarded,  the  whole 
Projcdl  was  in  a  manner  difconcerted,  and 
every  Thing  in  Confufion  by  an  unex- 
pedted  Accident.  For  at  the  latter  End 
of  May,  when  every  one  expedled  that 
the  King  would  in  a  fhort  Time  put  him- 
felf  in  Motion  in  order  to  pafs  into  Italy^ 
he  took  a  Rcfolution  to  go  to  Parisy  al- 
ledging  that,  according  to  the  Cuflom  of 
antient  Kings,  he  intended,  before  his 
G  2  Departure 
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Departure  from  France,  to  take  Leave^ 
with  the  ufual  Ceremonies,  of  St.  Denis, 
and  in  his  Faffing  by  Tours  of  St.  Martin  j 
and  that  having  propofed  to  pafs  into  Italy 
plentifully  provided  vv^ith  Money,  that  he 
tnight  not  be  reduced  to  the  fame  Ne- 
ceffity  in  v^^hich  he  was  the  Year  before, 
it  was  requifite  to  induce  the  other  Cities 
of  France  to  accommodate  him  with  Mo- 
ney by  the  Example  of  the  City  of  Paris, 
from  which  he  could  obtain  no  Supplies 
if  he  went  not  thither  in  Perfon  j  and  his 
Prefence  fo  near  at  Hand  in  thofe  Parts 
would  quicken  the  March  of  the  Men  at 
Arms  who  were  in  Motion  from  AV- 
mandy  and  Picardy ;  promiling  alfo  that, 
before  his  Departure,  he  would  difpatch 
the  Duke  of  OrleanSy  and  that  within  a 
Month's  Time  he  fhould  be  returned  to 
Lions.  But  the  truer  and  principal  Mo- 
tive to  this  Journey  was  believed  to  be  an 
Amour  with  a  Lady  of  the  Queen's  Bed- 
chamber, her  Majefty  being  a  little  be- 
fore gone  to  Tours  with  her  Court.  Nor 
tould  the  Counfels  of  his  Minifters,  nor 
the  preffing  Intreaties  and  even  Tears  of 
the  Italians y  remove  the  King  from   this 

Refolution, 
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Refolution,  though  they  demonftrated  to 
him  how  detrimental  it  mufl  be  to  lofe  the 
Time  proper  for  War  ;   efpecially  in  fuch 
urgent  Neceflities  of  his  own  People  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples,   and  how   pre- 
judicial the  Report,  which  would  fly  thro' 
Italy,   that  he  removed  at  a  Diflance  when 
he  ought  to  have  approached  near ;   that 
the  Credit  of  Enterprifes  is  altered  by  every 
little  Accident,  by  every   flight  Rumour, 
and  that  it  is  very  diflicult  to  be  recovered 
when  once  it  begins  to   decline,  though 
the  Performances  were  afterwards  mucl^ 
greater  than  Men  had  at  firftpromifed  them- 
felves.     But  the  King,  difregarding  thefe 
Admonitions,  after  flaying  a  Month  longer 
at  Lions,  fet  out  on  his  Journey,  and  never 
difpatched  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  but  fent 
Trividzio  with  a  few  Troops  to  AfJ,  not 
fo  much  to  make  any  Provifion   for  the 
War,    as  to  confirm  in  his  Intereil  Filippo, 
very  lately  fucceeded  by  the  Death  of  the 
little  Duke,  his  Nephew,  to  the  Dutchy 
of  Savoy.     Nor   did  he  before  his   De- 
parture make  any  otiier  Provifion  for  the 
Affairs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,   than 
to  ^end  Six  Ships  loaded  with  Provifions  to 
G  3  Gaeta^ 
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A.   D.  Qaeta,  giving  Hopes  that  they  jfhould  foon 
iji^^^be  followed  by  the  grand   Fleet,  and  to 
procure,  by  means  of  fomeMerchantsat  Flo' 
rence,  tho'  but  flowly,  a  Remittance  of  For- 
ty Thoufand    Ducats  to    Monpenfiery    to 
whom  the  ^^dj'ijs  and  Germam  had  protefl- 
ed   that  if  they  were  not  paid  before  the 
End  oi  Jme,  they  would  defert  him,  and 
pafs  over   to  the  Camp  of  the  Enemy. 
The  Duke  of  Orleans^  the  Cardinal  of  ^t, 
MalOy  and  the  whole  Council  remained  at 
Lions,  with  Orders  to  haften  the  Prepara- 
tions, in  which,  if  the  Cardinal  proceeded 
but  flowly  when  the  King  was  prefent,  he 
was  much   flower  in  his  Abfence.      But 
the  Affairs   of  the    Kingdom   of  Naples. 
were  in  no  Condition  to  wait  the  Slownefs 
of  thcfe  Rem.edies,  the  War  being  redu- 
ced   within  Bounds    by    the  AfTembling 
of  the  Forces  from  all  Quarters,  and   by 
aMultitude  ofDifKculties  which  difcovered 
themfelves    on   both  Sides,  fo  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  come  to  afpeedy  Decifion. 

*  Ferdinando,  after  joining  the  Vene- 

iia?is,  had  taken  Cajtel  Franco,  where  he 

alfo 
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alio  received  a  Reinforcement  of  Two 
Hundred  Men  ?X  Arms  under  Giovanni 
Sforza  Lord  of  Pefaro^  and  Giova?2?:i  Gon- 
zaga^  Brother  to  the  Marquis  of  Mantona, 
who  were  General  Officers  in  the  Service 
of  the  Confederates;  fo  that  now  his  Army 
confifted  of  Twelve  Hundred  Men  a£ 
Arms,  Fifteen  Hundred  light  Horfe,  and 
four  Thoufand  Foot.  The  French  at  the 
fame  Time  were  encamped  at  Circelk, 
Ten  Miles  from  Benevento  ;  Ferdinando 
approached  within  Four  Miles  of  them, 
and  laid  Siege  to  Frangeie  di  Monteforte^ 
which  Place  being  well  provided  was  not 
taken  at  the  firfl  Aflault.  The  French  ^t- 
camped  from  Circelle  in  order  to  relieve  it, 
but  did  not  arrive  in  Seafon,  the  German 
Foot,  who  were  in  Garrifon,  for  fear  of 
a  fecond  AfTault,  furrendering,  and  leav- 
ing the  Town  to  the  M!ercy  of  the  Ene- 
my. Had  the  French  now  known  the  Op- 
portunity it  would  have  been  the  Means 
of  their  Felicity,  if,  either  through  Im- 
prudence or  ill  Fortune,  they  had  not  let  it 
flip.  For  alrnoft  all  allow  that  they  might 
that  Day  have  eaiily  routed  the  Enemy's 
G  4  Army, 


88  THE  HISTORY  OF 

^'  ^-  Army,  which,  the  greateft  Part  of  them 
(being  buiy  in  plundering  Frangete,  paid 
no  Attention  to  the  Orders  of  their  Gene- 
rals, who,  perceiving  that  between  the 
French  and  their  Camp  there  was  only 
one  Valley,  ufed  their  utmofl  Endeavours 
to  get  the  Soldiers  together.  Monpenfier 
was  feniible  of  the  grand  Opportunity,  as 
was  alfo  Virginio  Orjini,  the  firft  of  whora 
commanded,  and  the  other,  with  Tears  in 
his  Eyes  fhewing  the  Vidlory  certain,  in- 
treated  the  Men  to  pafs  the  Valley  with- 
out Delay,  while  the  Camp  of  the  Italiam 
was  full  of  nothing  but  Diforder  and  Tu- 
mult, and  the  Enemy  partly  bufied  in  pil- 
laging, and  pardy  employed  in  carrying  off 
the  Plunder,  were  deaf  to  the  Commands 
of  their  Officers.  But  Ferfi^  one  of  the 
principal  Commanders  under  Mo?ipetifiery 
prompted  either  by  juvenile  Levity,  or, 
as  is  rather  believed,  by  Envy  to  the  Ge- 
neral's Glory,  by  reprefenting  the  Difad- 
vantage  of  paffing  the  Valley,  and  climb- 
ing as  it  were  under  the  Feet  of  the  Ene- 
ipy,  with  the  flrong  Situation  of  their 
Camp,  and  openly  dilTuading  the  Soldiers 
from  fighting,  defeated  that  falutary  Coun- 

fel; 
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fel  J  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  at  his  Infliga- 
tion  the  Swifs  and  Germans  mutinied  and 
demanded  their  Pay.  Monpenfier^  there- 
fore, being  obliged  to  retire,  returned  be- 
fore Circelle^  where,  the  next  Day,  in 
ftorming  the  Place,  Camillo  Vitelli,  having c«;„///, 
advanced  to  the  Walls,  and  valiantly  adt-f''/^{' 
ed  the  Part  of  an  Officer  and  of  a  So1-G;.,//^» 
dier,  loft  his  Life  by  a  Blow  on  his  Head 
with  a  Stone.  On  this  Accident  the 
French  decamped  without  taking  the  Place, 
and  marched  towards  Arriano^  difpofed 
however,  when  an  Opportunity  offered, 
to  try  the  Fortune  of  a  Batde.  Quite 
contrary  to  this  Refolution  was  that  of  the 
Aragonicm  Generals,  and  efpecially  of  the 
Venetian  Proveditors,  who  were  firmly  re- 
folved  not  to  hazard  an  Engagement.  For 
knowing  that  the  Enemy  began  to  feel 
the  Want  of  Provifions,  and  that  they  were 
withoutMoney,and  feeing  that  the  Succours 
fromFr^wrc-were  long  expedledin  vain,  they 
were  in  Hopes  that  their  Diftrefles  and  In- 
conveniencies  would  increafe  upon  them 
daily,  and  that  in  the  other  Parts  of  th© 
Kingdom  they  would  be  reduced  to  great- 
er Straits.      For  in  the  Abruzzi  (where 

Annibale^ 
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^'  ^'  Annibale,  the  natural  Son  of  the  Lord  of 
Camerinoy  who  had  entered  himfelf  a  Vo- 
lunteer in  the  Service  of  Ferdinando,  with 
Four  Hundred  Horfe  at  his  own  Expence, 
had  lately  routed  the  Marquis  of  Bitoiito^) 
the  Duke  of  JJrbino  was  expcd:ed  with 
Three  Hundred  Men  at  Arms.  He  was 
lately  taken  into  the  Pay  of  the  Confede- 
rates, whofe  Fortune  and  more  advantage- 
ous Offers  chuling  rather  to  follow,  he 
had  abandoned  the  Service  of  the  Floren^ 
iin€Sy  to  which  he  flood  bound  for  more 
than  a  Year  yet  to  come,  alledging  in  his 
Excufe  that  as  a  Feudatory  of  the  Church 
he  could  not  but  obey  the  Commands  of 
the  Pope.  Graiiam  di  Giierra  being  on  his 
March  to  oppofe  him,  and  attacked  ori 
the  Plain  of  Sermona  by  Count  Celano  and 
Count  Pepoli  with  Three  Hundred  Horfe, 
and  ThreeThoufand  Foot  of  the  Peafants, 
put  them  to  Flight. 

The  Fortune  of  the  French  had  mani- 
feflly  begun  to  decline  evei^  fince  they  had 
loft  the  Opportunity  of  obtaining  a  Vidtory 
near  Frangete^  Difficulties,  aimofl  infinite, 
$:oncurrir)g  at  once  to  diilrefs  themj  as  an 

eX'- 
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extreme  Want  of  Money,    a  Scarcity  of  '^-  •^• 
Provifions,  the  Hatred  of  the  People,  the^*'^^  * 
Diiagreement  of  the  Generals,  the  Difobe- 
dience  of  the  Soldiers,  and  the  Defertion  of 
Multitudes  from  the  Camp ;   fome  leaving 
it  out  of  Neceflity,  others  out  of  Choice. 
For  neither  had  they  the  Means  to  col"- 
kdt  any  confiderable  Sums  in  the  Kingdoni 
Q^.  Naples  J  nor  had  they  been  provided  with 
any    Quantity    of  Money  from  France, 
the  Supply  of  the  Forty  Thoufand  Du- 
cats from  Florence  having  been  too  long 
retarded.     Hence  for   Want  of  Money, 
and  from  the  Vicinity  of  many  Towns- 
that  were  covered  by  the  Nearnefs  of  the 
Enemy,  they  were  difabled  from  making 
the  neceffary  Provifion  of  Vi(ftuals,  and 
the  Army  was  full  of  Diforders,  che  Sol- 
diers much  difpirited,  the  Swifs  and  Ger~ 
marii  every  Day,  in  a  tumultuous  Manner, 
demanding  their  Pay,  and  the  Diflenfions 
between  Pcrfi   and    Monpenfier  being  of 
confiderable  Prejudice  to  all  their  Refoluti** 
ons.     Neceility  therefore  conftrained  the 
Prince  oi  Bijignano  to  leave  the  Gamp  with 
his  Troops,  and  march  to  the  Protedion 
of  his  own  State,  which,  was  under  Ap-. 

prehenlions 
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prehenlions  from  the  Forces  of  Gonjalvo, 
Numbers  alfo  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  Coun- 
try daily  left  their  Colours,  not  only  be- 
caufe  they  received  no  Wages,  but  on  ac- 
count of  their  ill  Treatment  by  the  French 
and  Swijs  in   the  Divilion  of  the  Prizes, 
and  in  the  Diftribution  of  Provifions.     By 
thefe   Difficulties,  and   efpccially    by  the 
Scarcity  of  Provifions  the  French  Army 
was  neceffitated  to  retire  by  little  and  little 
from  one  Place  to  another,  which  greatly 
diminiflied  its  Reputation  with  the  People. 
And  tho'  they  were  continually  followed 
by  the  Enemy,  they  had  never  any  Hopes 
of  having  it  in  their  Power  to  engage, 
which  was  what  Monpenjier  and  Virginio- 
above  all  things  defired  j  for   the  Arago^ 
7uans,  that  they  might  not  be  forced  to 
iight,  always  took  care  to  encamp  in  ilrong 
Places,  and  where  they  might  not  fufFer 
for  want  of  Conveniencies.     But  Filippo 
Rojfo^  a  Venetian  Officer,  with  his  Troop 
of  One  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  marching 
to  join  them,  was  routed  by  the  Prefed:  of 
'Rome.     At  laft  the  French  Army  being 
encamped  under  Montecaholi  and  Cafalar- 
bore  near  Arriano^  Ferdinando  approaching 

thein 
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them  within  Bow-fhot,   but  ftill  polling 
himfelf  in  a  ftrong  and  advantageous  Situ- 
ation, reduced    them  to   great  Straits  for 
want  of  Proviiions,  and  alfo  cut  off  their 
Water.     They  refolved  therefore  to  de- 
camp and  march  for  Puglia,  where  they 
were  in  Hopes  to  find  no  Want  of  Visu- 
als ;  and   being  apprehenfive,    from  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Enemy,  of  the  Dif- 
ficulties th^t  may  be  expetfted   to  attend 
Armies  when  on  a  Retreat,    they  filently 
decamped  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Night, 
and  marched  Twenty-five  Miles  without 
flopping.     Ferdi?iando  followed   them   in 
the  Morning,  but   defpairing  to  overtake 
them,  fat  dow^n  before   Giefiialdo^  which  G/V/w^/a 
Town  he  took  the  fame  Day,  tho'  it  had"^^"* 
formerly    fuftained  a  Siege    of  Fourteen 
Months.     The  French   were  greatly  de- 
ceived  in  this  Event ;  for  having  deter- 
mined to  flop  at  Venofa^  a  Town  flrong  by 
Situation,    and  abounding   in   Provifions, 
their  Perfuafion  that  Ferdinando  would  not 
fo  foon  become  Mailer  of  Giefualdo^  was 
theCaufe  oflofingfo  much  Time  at  AteU 
la^  a  Town  which  they   had  taken  and 
plundered,    that    before  they  left  it  they 

were 
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were  overtaken  by  Ferdinando,  who  aftef 
the  taking  of  Giefualdo  had  haftened  his 
March.  And  the'  they  repuHed  a  Part 
of  his  Troops  which  advanced  before  the 
reft,  yet  finding  themfelves  unable  to  make 
good  their  Retreat  to  Venoja^  they  took  up 
their  Quarters  in  Atella^  Eight  Miles  fhort 
of  it,  with  an  Intention  to  wait  for  ReHef 
from  fome  Quarter  or  other,  and  in  Hopes 
that  by  the  Vicinity  of  Venoja  and  many 
other  circumjacent  Towns  in  their  Pof- 
feffion  they  {hould  not  want  for  Provifions. 
Ferdinando  immediately  encamped  hard 
by  them,  wholly  intent  on  preventing 
them  from  receiving  any  Supplies  of  Vic- 
tuals, fince  he  faw  Hopes  at  prefent  of 
obtaining  the  Vidtory  without  Blood  or 
Danger.  He  therefore  applied  himfelf 
to  the  cutting  of  a  Multitude  of  Trenches 
about  the  Place,  and  to  make  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the  neighbouring  Towns,  and 
left  no  Work  undone  that  Diligence  could 
effed:.  But  his  Defign  became  every  Day 
more  and  more  feafible  from  the  Difficul- 
ties of  the  French  ;  for  the  German  Infan- 
try having  received  but  Two  Months  Pay 
iinee  they  left  their  own  Conntry,  and  all 

the 


TBE  W  ARS  IN  ITALT.  95 

the  Terms  at  which  they  vainly  expeded  ^-    r>. 
their  Money  being  expired,    deferted  in  a,  ^^^ 
Body  to   Ferdi?mndo,    which  giving  him 
farther  Means  of  diftreffing  the  Enemy, 
and  of  extending  his  Quarters,  rendered 
it  more  difficult  to  convey  Provifions  from 
Voioja  and  the   neighbouring  Towns   to 
Atella\  nor  in  that  Place  w^ere  there  Provi- 
fions enough  to  fupport  the  French  many 
Days,  for  there  was  but  a  fmall  Quantity 
of  Corn,  and  the  Aragonians  having  de- 
ftroyed    a  Mill  that  was  on  the    River 
which  ran  near  the  Walls,  they  fuffered 
alfo  for  want  of  Meal  j  and  the  prefent  In- 
con  veniencies  were  not  alleviated  by  Hopes 
of  the  Future,  for  no  Sign  of  Relief  appear- 
ed  from  any  Quarter.     But  the  Misfor- 
tune that  happened  in   Calabria  reduced 
their  Affairs  to  the  utmoft  Degree  of  De- 
fpair.     For    Goiifaho,  taking    Advantage 
of  the  long  Sicknefs  oi  Aubigni^  which  oc- 
cafioned  many  of  his  Soldiers  to  repair  to 
the   Army  of  Monpcnfier^   made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  feveral  Towns  in  that  Province, 
and  at  lafl,  with  the  Spaniards  and  a  good 
Number  of  Soldiers  raifed  in  that  Coun- 
try, encamped  at  Ca/lro'-jilkrc.     Here  re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving  Intelligence  that  Count  Melettd 
and  Alberigo  da  San  Severino,  and  many 
other  Barons,  with  a  good  Body  of  Troops 
almofl;  equal  to  his  own,  were  encamped 
French  zi  at  LaiiWy  that  their  Numbers  increafed 
^^^'"''  continually,  and  that  they  defigned,  as  Iboii 
as  they  had  a  Superiority,  to  come  and 
attack  him,  he  refolved  to  prevent  them 
in  Hopes  of  finding  them  unprepared,  as 
imagining  themfelves  fecured  by  the  Situa- 
tion of  their  Camp.  For  the  CaftleofL^/;;;? 
is  featcd  on  the  River  Sapri^  which  divides 
Calabria  from  the  Frmcipato^  and  the 
Town  lies  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River, 
commanded  by  the  Caftle,  which  renders  it 
a  fecure  Quarter  againft  any  Attack  by  the 
Hish  Road :  And  between  haino  and 
Cajhovillare  lies  Murano,  and  fome  other 
»Towns  belonging  to  the  Prince  oiBifgna- 
noy  and  in  PoiTeffion  of  the  French,  But 
Gorjaho,  taking  his  Meafures  different  to 
Cow/a/Ws their  Expectation,  decamped  with  all  his 
politic  Forces  from  Cajlrovillare  a  little  before 
Night,  and  leaving  the  dired:  Road  took 
the  broad  Way,  tho'  much  the  longer  and 
more  difficult,  for  he  was  obliged  to  pafs 
fome  Mountains,  and  arriving  at  the  River, 

ordered 
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ordered  his  Foot  to  take  their  Way  to  the  ^  ^. 
Bridge  which  is  between  the  Caflie  and._^^^ 
the  Town,  and  on  account  of  the  fame 
Security  as  abovementioned  was  but  neg^ 
hgently  guarded,  while  he  himfelf  with 
the  Horle  waded  the  R.iver  Two  Miles 
higher,  and  arrived  before  Day  at  the 
Town,  where,  finding  the  Enemies  with- 
out Centinels  or  Guards,  he  broke  them 
in  a  Moment,  and   took   Eleven  Barons, ?^/^^if® 

'  _  ^  '  Latno  by 

and  almofl:  all  the  Soldiers  Prifoners,  forSurprizc. 
thofe  who  fled  towards  the  Caftle  fell  in 
with  the  Foot,  who  had  already  feized  on 
the  Pafs  of  the  Bridge.  In  confequence 
of  this  worthy  Service,  which  was  the 
flrfl:  Vi(5lory  obtained  by  Gonfaho  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples,  he  recovered  fome 
other  Towns  in  Calabria,  and  then  marched 
with  Six  Thoufand  Men  to  join  the  Camp 
before  Atella,  at  which,  a  few  Days  before, 
were  arrived  an  Hundred  Men  at  Arms 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Candia,  who 
was  in  the  Pay  of  the  Confederates,  he. 
himfelf  with  the  reft  of  his  Regiment  re« 
raaining  in  the  Territory  of  Rome. 

Vol.  II.  H  The 
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The  Arrival  of  Gojjfaho  gave  Fei'di- 
nando  an  Opportunity  of  blocking  up 
^iitg<^ii^''  Atella  TCiOiQ  clofely:  Three  Parts  of  the 
Town  w^ere  v\'holly  fhut  up,  on  one 
Quarter  by  the  Aragonians,  on  another  by 
the  Venetians^  and  on  a  Third  by  the  Spa- 
niards-y  fo  that  all  Provilions  were  in  a 
manner  ftopt,  efpecially  as  the  Venetian 
Stradiotti  fcoured  the  Country,  and  took 
feveral  Convoys,  with  the  French  that 
guarded  them,  coming  from  Venofa.  Nor 
had  the  Befieged  any  Opportunity  to  go  in 
Queft  of  Forage,  except  in  the  Night  with 
large  Efcorts  -,  and  Means  were  found  to 
prevent  that  alfo.  Pagolo  Vitelli  ventured 
at  Noon-day  to  go  out  with  One  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms,  but  feveral  of  them  were 
cut  off  by  an  Ambufh  laid  by  the  Marquis 
of  Mantotm.  Thus  deprived  of  all  Con- 
veniencies  the  Befieged  were  at  laft  reduced 
to  fuch  Straits  that  they  could  no  longer, 
even  with  Efcorts,  water  their  Horfes  at 
the  River,  and  wanted  the  neceffary  Water 
for  themfelves.  Oppreffed  therefore  and 
overcome  with  fo  many  Evils,^  and  defli- 
tute  of  all  Hopes,  after  enduring  a  Siege 

of 
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of  Two  and  Thirty  Days  they  were  forced  M-  ^• 
to  furrender.  For  this  Purpofe  having  nh-.  '-^^^ 
tained  proper  PaiTes,  they  fent  out  Perfi, 
Bartolo?neo  d'Ahiano,  and  a  Swifs  Officer 
to  treat  with  Ferdmando,  who  agreed  with 
them  on  the  following  Terms :  That  there  ^^^//^  ^a-j 
fliould  be  a  Truce  for  Thirty  Days,  during  piwlates. 
which  Time  none  of  the  Befieged  fhould 
go  out  of  AtelLiy  but  be  daily  fupplied  by 
the  Aragoniam  with  nccelTary  Provifions : 
That  Monpenjier  fhould  have  Liberty  to 
give  Notice  to  the  King  of  France  of  the 
Capitulation,  and,  if  no  Succours  arrived 
in  Thirty  Days,  give  up  Atella,  with  all 
the  Places  under  his  Command  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples,  with  all  the  Artillery 
that  was  within  them.  That  his  Men 
fhould  be  fafe  in  their  PerfonS'  and  Effedis, 
with  the  Liberty  for  every  one  to  go  from* 
thence  into  France,  either  by  Land  or  by 
Sea ;  and  for  the  Orjim  and  the  oth^v Italian 
Soldiers  with  their  Attendants  to  retire 
where  they  pleafed  out  of  the  Kingdom : 
And  that  the  Barons  and  others  who  had 
followed  the  Party  of  the  King  of  Fr^;?(:^, 
if  within  fifteen  Days  they  fubmitted  to 
FerdinajidOi  fliould  be  free  from  all  PuniOi- 
H  2  ment. 
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^-   f-  ment,  and  reftored  to  the  Pofieffion   of 
,  all  that  they  enjoyed  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  War. 

The  Term  being  expired  M.o7ipenfier 
with  all  the  French^  and  many  of  the 
Swfs^  and  with  the  Orjini,  were  conduced 
to  Cafteldi  Stabbia,  by  the  Sea  fide.  Here 
a  Difpute  arofe  whether  Monpefifier^  as 
the  King's  Lieutenant  General,  and  fupe- 
rior  to  all  others,  was  obliged,  as  Ferdi- 
nando  infifled,  to  caufe  Reftitution  to  be 
made  of  every  Place  that  was  held  by 
Commiffion  from  the  King  of  France  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples.  For  Monpenfier 
pretended  that  he  was  bound  to  no  more 
than  was  in  his  Power  to  reftore,  and  that 
his  Authority  did  not  extend  fo  far  as  to 
command  the  Officers  and  Governors  who 
were  in  Calabria^  the  Abruzziy  in  Gaeta, 
and  in  many  other  Towns  and  Fortrelfes, 
and  had  received  them  in  Truft  from 
the  King,  and  not  from  him.  After  fe- 
veral  Days  Debate  Ferdinando  pretending 
that  he  would  give  them  Leave  to  depart, 
they  were  conducted  to  Baja^  where,  un- 
der Colour  that  the  Veflels  were  not  as  yet 

go 
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got  in  Rcadinefs  for  their  Embarkation, 
they  were  fo  long  detained  that,  being 
difperfed  between  Baja  and  Pozzuolo,  on 
account  of  the  bad  Air  and  many  other 
Inconveniencies,  they  began  to  grow  fickly; 
fo  that  Monpenjier  died,  and  of  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Troops,  which  exceeded 
Five  Thoufand  Men,  fcarce  Five  Hundred 
got  back  fafe  into  France^.  Virginio  and 
Pagolo  Orfini,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Pope, 
who  was  now  refolved  to  deprive  that  Fa- 
mily of  their  States,  were  confined  in 
Cajiel  deW  UovOy  and  their  Troops,  com- 
manded by  Giangiordano  Son  of  Virginio^ 
and  AlvidJtOy  were,  by  the  Pope's  Orders, 
difarmed  by  the  Duke  of  Vrbhm  in  the 
Abruzzi.  And  Giordano  and  Ahiano, 
who,  by  Orders  from  Ferdinando,  had 
left  their  Troops  on  the  Road,  and  re- 
turned to  Naples^  were  committed  to 
Prifon.  But  Ahiano^  either  by  his  own 
Induflry,  or  by  fecret  Orders  from  Ferdi- 
nando^  who  had  a  great  Love  for  him, 
found  Means  to  efcape. 

*  GiQ'vio  writes,  that  Monpenjier  was  invited  by  the 
Marquis  cf  Mantoua  to  leave  that  Air,  and  refide  with 
him  ;  but  that  he  rcfufed  it,  faying  he  would  rot  abandon 
his  Army.  Ti-.e  fame  Writer  fays,  that  the  hM  Air  car- 
ded off  a  great  ir.any  J.-^^onians  as  well  as  French. 

H  ^  After 
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After  the  Vidtory  of  Atella^  FerdU 
nando  dividing  his  Army  into  feveral  Bo* 
dies  for  recovering  the  Remainder  of  his 
Kingdom,  fent  Don  Fedcrigo  and  Pro/per o 
Colonna  to  beliege  Gaeta,  and  ordered  Fa- 
britio  Colonna  to  the  Abrtizzi,  vv^here 
Aquila  had  already  returned  to  his  Obe- 
dience. Fahritio  took  by  Storm  the  Caftle 
of  San  Sevcrino^  and  having  cut  off  the 
Heads  of  the  Governor  and  his  Son  for  a 
Terror  to  others  he  laid  Siege  to  Salerno, 
Here  the  Prince  of  Bijignano  coming  to  a 
Parley  with  him  made  an  Agreement 
for  himfelf,  the  Prince  of  Salerno^  Count 
Capticcio,  and  fome  other  Barons  on  Con- 
dhion  of  enjoying  their  States,  with  Li- 
berty to  Ferdinandoy  for  his  own  Security, 
to  keep  Garrifons  in  their  Caftles  for  a  cer-r 
tain  TeiTn  j  after  which  Agreement  they 
went  to  Naples.  Nor  was  there  any  great 
Refiftance  made  in  the  Abruzzl ;  for  Gra- 
tiano  di  Giierra^  who  was  in  that  Province 
with  Eight  Hundred  Horfe,  being  no 
longer  in  a  Condition  to  defend  himfelf^ 
retired  to  Gaeta.  Gonfaho  returned  into 
Calabria^  the  greatefl  Part  of  which  was 
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in  the  Hands  of  the  French :  Here  Au-  ^-  ^• 
big?ii  made  fome  Refiftance,  but  at  laftv_-.^^r-lij 
retired  to  GroppoU^  and  having  loft  Man- 
fredonia  and  Cofe?iza,  which  iaft  had  been 
plundered  before  by  the  i'mzr^jdeftitute  of 
all  Hope  he  agreed  to  evacuate  all  Calabria, 
and  had  Liberty  to  return  into  France  by 
Land.  Certain  it  is,  that  many  of  thefe 
LofTes  were  occafioned  by  the  Negligence 
and  ill  Condud:  of  the  French.  Manfre- 
^onia  was  well  fortified,  and  being  feated 
in  a  plentiful  Country  might  have  been 
eafily  furniflied  with  Provifions  5  and  the 
King  had  left  Gabriello  di  Montefalcone  for 
Governor,  becaufe  he  had  a  high  Opinion 
of  his  Valour ,  yet  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
liver up  this  important  City,  after  a  few 
Days  Siege,  ioi  want  of  Provifions.  Other 
Places,  that  could  have  defended  them- 
felves,  fur  rendered,  either  out  of  Cowardice^ 
or  for  Want  of  Refolution  of  Mind  fuf- 
ficient  to  fuftain  the  Inconveniencies  of  a 
Siege.  Some  of  the  Governors  found 
their  Caflles  very  well  victualled,  but  fold 
the  Provifions  j  and  therefore  were  forced 
to  capitulate  at  the  firft  Appearance  of  the 
En,emy.  This  Behaviour  rendered  the 
H  4  French 
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French  defpicable  in  the  Kingdom  of  Na-, 
\plesy  and  made  them  entirely  lofe  the 
Reputation  they  had  formerly  gained, 
when  the  Perfon  who  was  left  Governoj 
of  Caftel  del'  Nuovo  by  Giovanni  dAnjou 
held  it  out  many  Years  after  the  Vidtory  of 
Ferdinando  j  nor  did  he  furrender  at  laft 
till  the  Garrifon  was  almoft  famiilied. 

Thus  the  whole  Kingdom  being  re- 
covered except  Tar  ant  0,  Gaeia,  and  fome 
Towns  held  by  Carlo  Sanguine^  and  Monte 
di  Sanf  Angelo^  from  whence  Don  Jidiaji 
de  Lorraine  infefled  the  circumjacent  Ter- 
.ritories  highly  to  his  Reputation,  Ferdi- 
nando in  the  Height  of  his  Glory,  and  in 
great  Hopes  of  equalling  the  Grandeur  of 
his  Ancellors,  having  made  a  Progrefs  to 
Somma^  a  Village  feated  at  the  Foot  of 
Mount  Vefiiviiis,  where  the  Queen  his 
Confort  relided,  either  from  his  late  Fa- 
tigues, or  from  fome  new  Diforder,  fell 
fo  violently  ill  that  he  was  carried, with  little 
Hopes  of  Recovery,  to  Naples^  where  he 
^ied  in  a  few  Days,  and  within  a  Year  after 

th^ 
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the  Deceafe  of  his  Father  Alfonfo  *  greatly  A.  D. 
regretted  on  account  of  his  late  Vidlory,vJi^ 
and  for  his  Magnanimity,  and  many  other 
royal  Virtues,  which  fhone  with  an  un- 
common Splendor,  and  rendered  his  Name 
illuftrious,  not  only  in  his  own  Kingdom, 
but  through  all  Italy,  where  he  was  in  the 
highefl  Reputation  for  his  Valour.  Dying 
without  IfTue,  he  was  fucceeded  by  his 
Uncle  Don  Federigo,  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  having  now  feen  Five  Kings  in  the 
Space  of  three  Years  -|-. 

A  s  foon  as  Federigo  had  Notice  of  his 
Nephew's  Death,  he  left  the  Siege  of 
Qaeta  and  went  to  Naples,  where  the  old 
Queen,  his  Mother-in-Law,  put  him  in 
Pofleffion  of  Caftel  Niwvo,  contrary  to 
the  Exped:ation  of  many,  who  thought 
fhe  would  keep  it  at  the  Difpolition  of  her 
Brother  Ferdinando  King  of  Spam,  iv- 
der'igo  came  to  the  Crown,  not  only  with 
the  Acclamations  of  the  People  oi  Naples, 

but 

*  He  was  taken  with  a  Flux,occafioned  by  the  immode- 
rate Embraces  of  his  rew  Confort  Giomanna,  Daugbtcr 
to  his  Grandfather  King  Ferdinando^  and  died  Odober  6, 
\Af()(),  aged  29  Years,      Gioiiio. 

f  The  Five  Kings  were  the  Four  Jmgonians  an^ 
Charles  Ylll.  '    • 
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but  alfo  of  the  Princes  of  Salerno  and  Bi' 
ijignano^  and  Count  Capuccio^  who  were 
the  iiril  that  proclaimed  him,  and  the 
foremofl  that  received  him  at  his  Land-- 
ing,  and  faluted  him  King ;  being  much 
better  fatisfied  with  him  than  with  the  de- 
ceafed  King  for  the  Mildnefs  of  his  Tem- 
per, and  becaufe  there  had  been  no  fmall 
Sufpicion  that  Ferdinando  defigned,  as 
ibon  as  he  fliould  have  better  fettled  his 
Affairs,  to  profecute  with  the  utmoft  Ri- 
gour all  thofe  who  had  in  any  Manner 
fliewn  their  Inclinations  to  the  French: 
Wherefore,  Federigo,  to  reconcile  them 
entirely  to  himfelf,  reftored  to  every  one 
of  them  their  FortrefTes,  for  which  he  was 
highly  commended. 

But  thefe  Diforders  and  Mifcarriages, 
attended  with  fo  much  Lofs  and  Difgrace, 
had  no  Effedl:  in  quickening  the  Spirits 
and  Preparations  of  the  King  of  France^ 
whp,  not  knowing  how  to  debar  himfelf 
of  his  Pleafures,  delayed  Four  Months 
his  Return  to  Lions,      And  tho',  dujing 

that  Time,  he  had  often  repeated  his  Or- 
ders 
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ders  to  his  Officers,  who  had  remained  at  ^-  ^• 
Liom,  to  haflen  forward  the  Preparations  ull^ 
both  by  Land  and  Sea,and  the  Duke  oiOr- 
kam  had  long  waited  inReadinefs  to  fet  out, 
yet  the  Men  at  Arms  having  tjieir  Pay- 
ments retarded  by  the  ufual  Artifices  of 
the  Cardinal  of  St.  Malo,  made  but  flow 
Marches  towards  Ilaly :  And  the  Fleet 
that  was  to  aflemble  at  Marfeilles  took  up 
fo  much  Time  in  equipping,  that  theAlliea 
had  Leifure  to  fend  firfl  to  Villafraiica,  a 
very  capacious  Harbour,  near  Nizza,  and 
afterwards  to  the  very  Mouth  of  the  Port 
of  Marfcillcsj  a  Fleet  fitted  out  at  the 
common  Expence  at  Genoa^  in  order  to 
prevent  the  French  from  putting  to  Sea 
for  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  And  befides 
this  Slownefs,  occafioned  principally  by 
$he  Cardinal  of  St.  Maloy  fome  more  fe- 
cret  Caufe  was  fufpedled,  which  with 
much  Art  and  Induflry  was  nouriihed  iii 
the  King's  Breaft  by  thofe  who,  for  va- 
rious Reafons,  endeavoured  to  divert  his 
Thoughts  from  the  Affairs  of  Italy.  For 
it  was  doubted  that  he  was  of  himfclf 
difpofed  to  be  jealous  of  the  Greatn^fs  of 

>  the 
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the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  by  the  Vidtory 
would  acquire  to  himfelf  the  Dutchy  of 
Milan:  And  he  was  induced  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  fafe  for  him  to  leave  France 
before  he  had  made  fome  Compofition 
with  the  Sovereigns  of  Spain ^  who,  to 
teftify  their  Defire  of  a  Reconciliation,  had 
fent  AmbafTadors  to  him,  to  propofe  a 
Truce,  and  other  Means  of  an  Agreement. 
Many  alfo  advifed  him  to  wait  the  ap- 
proaching Delivery  of  the  Queen,  fince  it 
was  not  fuitable  to  his  Prudence,  nor  to 
the  Love  which  he  ought  to  bear  to  his 
People,  to  expofe  his  own  Perfon  to  fo 
many  Dangers  before  he  had  a  Son  to 
fucceed  him  in  his  ample  Dominions  j  a 
Reafon  which  became  more  forcible  by 
the  Queen's  Delivery,  for  the  Child,  a 
Boy,  died  in  a  few  Days.  Thus,  partly 
by  the  Negligence  and  Weaknefs  of  the 
King,  and  pardy  by  the  Difficulties  art- 
fully interpofed  by  others,  the  Provifions 
were  fo  long  delayed,  as  to  occafion  the 
Deftrudion  of  the  Army,  with  the  total 
Lofs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples :  And  the 
fame  Fate  would  have  attended  his  Italian 
Allies,  had  they  not  trufled  to  themfelves, 

an4 
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and  conftantly  flood  in  Defence  of  their  ^-  i^. 

^  •  1406. 

own  Properties.  , 

It  was  mentioned  above,  that,  from  an 
Apprehenfion  of  the  Brench  Preparations, 
though  more  for  the  Sake  of  Lodovico 
Sforza  than  of  the  Venetians,  a  Treaty  was 
begun  for  caufing  Maximilian  to  pafs  into 
Italy.  And  now,  while  the  fame  Fear  con- 
tinued, it  was  agreed  that  the  Venetians 
and  Lodovico  fhould  grant  him  a  monthly 
Subfidy  of  Twenty  Thoufand  Ducats  for 
Three  Months,  to  enable  him  to  bring 
with  him  a  certain  Number  of  Horfe  and 
Foot.  As  foon  as  this  Convention  was 
made  Lodovico  fet  out,  in  Company  with 
the  AmbalTadors  of  the  Allies,  for  Manzo, 
a  Place  beyond  the  y^lps,  on  the  Borders 
of  Germany,  where  he  had  appointed  an 
Interview  with  Maximilian.  After  a  long 
Conference  Lodovico  retired  the  fame  Day 
on  this  Side  the  Alps  to  Bormi,  a  Town  in 
the  Dutchy  of  Milan  -,  and  Ccejar  the  next 
Day,  under  Pretence  of  hunting,  pafTed 
over  to  the  fame  Place,  where,  in  a  Debate 
of  Two  Days,  the  Time  and  Manner  of 
his  Paflage  into   Italy  were   fettled,  after 

which 
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A.  D.  which  he  returned  into  Germany^  to  hafleri 
vjj^^the  Execution  of  what  had  been  refolved. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Noife  of  the 
French  Preparations  abating,  fo  as  to  feem 
to  render  his  Paflage  unnecefiary  on  that 
Account,  Lodauico  defigned  to  ferve  him- 
felf  for  his  Ambition  of  what  he  had  be- 
fore procured  for  his  own  Security.  Con- 
tinuing therefore  to  folHcit  the  Paflage, 
and  the  Venetians  not  caring  to  concur  in 
promifing  the  Emperor  Thirty  Thoufand 
Ducats,which  he  demanded  over  and  above 
the  Sixty  Thoufand  that  had  been  pro- 
mifed  him,  he  obliged  himfelf  to  anfwer 
that  Demand,  in  confequence  of  w^hich 
Maxifnilian  pafled  into  Italy  a  Httle  before 
the  Death  of  Ferdinando.  When  he  waS' 
^^^*''  nt2s  Milan,  and  heard  the  News  of  that 
comes  in- Prince's  Deceafe,  he  had  fome  Thoughts 
ay.  Qf  ^fiJ^g]^J§  Intereil  that  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  might  be  transferred  to  Gio'uanni^ 
the  only  Son  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
his  Son-in-law.  But  Lodovico  having  de- 
monftrated  to  him  that,  as  fuch  a  Step 
muft  be  difagreeable  to  all  Italy,  it  would 
difunite  the  Confederates,  and  confe- 
quently  favour  the  Defigns  of  the  King  of 

Fi'ance^ 
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France,  he  not  only  laid  alide  that  Projedt,  ^-  ^' 
but  wrote  Letters  in  favour  of  Federigd%  >  r-^-' 
Succeifion. 

He  was  attended  in  his  PafTage  into  B0*-^ 
/^  by  a  very  fmall  Number  of  Troops  *, 
but  it  was  reported  that  he  would  Ibcnbefol-' 
lowed  by  a  larger  Body,  fufficient  to  com- 
pleat  the  Number  he  had  engaged  to  bring 
with  him.     He  had  took  up  his  Quarters 
at  Vigevano,  where  in  a  Council  held  in 
his   Prefence,  at  which  affifted  Lodovico^. 
the  Cardinal  of  Santa  Croce,  fent  by  the 
Pope  as  his  Legate  to  Ccefar,  and  the  other 
AmbaiTadors  of  the  Allies,  it  was  propofed 
to  march  into  Piedmont,  in  order  to  make 
themfelves  Mailers  of  Afti,  and  to  feparate 
from  the  French  Intereft  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy   and  the  Marquis   of  Monferrato,  as 
Members    dependant    on    the     Empire,, 
whom  Ccefar  took  Care  to  get  fummoned 
in  order  to  meet  and  confer  with  him  in  fome 
Town   of  Pied?no7it.     But  his  Forces  be- 
ing contemptibie,  and  the  Effeds  no  Way 

cor- 


*  His  Attendance  was  (o  fmall,  that  he  was  afhamed 
of  it  ;  and  to  avoid  the  Crowds  that  ftocked  about  hiiHf 
he  avoided  going  into  Comn  and  Milan, 
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correfpondent  to  the  Authority  of  the  im-i 
perial  Name,  neither  of  thefe  Princes  con- 
fented  to  wait  upon  him  -,  and  as  to  the 
Enterprife  on  AJii,  no  Succefs  could  be 
exped:ed.  He  alfo  cited  to  appear  before 
him  the  Duke  oiFerrara,  who,  under  the 
Title  of  Feudatory  of  the  Empire,  was  in 
Pofleflion  of  the  Cities  of  Modena  and  Reg-^. 
gio,  offering  him  for  the  Security  of  his 
Perfon  the  Word  and  Faith  of  Lodovico 
his  Son-in-law:  But  he  refufed  to  come  to 
him,  alledging  in  Excufe  that  it  fuited  his 
Honour  to  reje(5t  his  Requefl,  becaufe  he 
ftill  kept  depofited  in  his  Hands  the  CafteU 
letto  of  Genoa* 

LoDovico  therefore  ftimulated  by  his 
old  Ambition,  and  by  Difpleafure  ih^tPiJa^ 
fo  much  coveted  by  himfelf,  fliould  fall 
under  the  Power  of  the  Ve?ietiam^  with  fo 
much  Danger  to  all  Italy,  and  being  de^ 
firous  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  Proceeding,  ad- 
vifed  C(^far  to  take  a  Progrefs  to  that  City, 
perfuading  himfelf  by  moft  fallacious  Rea- 
fonings  that  the  Florentines,  finding  them- 
felves  too  weak  to  refifl  both  him  and  the 
Forces  of  the  Confederates,  would  be  ne- 

cefTitated. 
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cfefiitated  to  renounce  their  Alliance  with 
France i  and  would  not  know  how  to  make 
Cafar  the  Arbitrator  for  terminating  their 
Differences  with  the  Pifans^  if  not  by  an 
Agreement,  at  leall:  in  a  Way  of  Juftice ; 
and  that  Pifa  and  all  its  Territory  fhould 
be   put  into   Ccefars  Hands:  To    which 
Meafure  he  was  in  Hopes,  by  his  Authori- 
ty, to  induce  the  Pifans  to  give  their  Con- 
fent ',  and   that  the  Venetiam  would  not, 
efpecially  when  all  the  other  Allies  con- 
curred in  their  Approbation,  make  Objecti- 
ons to  a  Conclufion  fo  benoficial  to  the 
Public,  and  altogether  honourable  in  its 
own  Nature.     For  Pifa^  being  in  antient 
Times  a  Town  of  the  Empire,  the  Cogni- 
fance  of  the  Rights  of  thofe   who  pre- 
tended to   it  appeared  to  belong  to  none 
but  Ccefar  ;  and  Pija  being  depofited  in 
Cafars  Hands,  Lodovico  hoped  by  Money, 
and  by  the  Authority  he  had  with  him 
eafily  to  obtain  a  Grant  of  the  Premifes  to 
himfelf.     This  Point  being  propofed   in 
Council,  under  a  Colour  of  improving  the 
Coming   of  Ccefar ^   lince  the  Fear  of  a 
French  War  had,  for  the  prefent,  ceafed,; 
for 'inducing  ihz  FlorenftJies  to  join  with - 
Vol.  II.  I  the 
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^-    ^'  the   Confederates    againft    the    King    of 
t^  -^-'.^  Vrnnrp^  pleafed  that  Prince,  who  was  very 
fprry   that   his  Coming  into   Italy  fhould 
produce  no  Effect  at  all  :   And  therefore 
by  his  vafl  and  boundlefs  Projects,  and  na 
lefs  by    his  Irregularities    and    immcnfe 
Prodigality,    being    always    in   Want  of 
Money,  he  was  in  Hopes  that  Fifa  would 
prove   an  InftrumeM  for  fqueezing  very 
large  Sums  from  the  Florentines,   or  from 
fome  others.     The   Proportion  was  ap- 
proved by  all  the  CoBfederates  as  grealy 
conducive    to  the  Seearity  of  Italy,  the 
Venetian  Ambaffador  not  contradiding  it : 
For  that  Senate,  tho'  well  apprifed  of  the 
Tendency   of  Lodovieo'^    Projeds,    were 
confident  of  eafily  fruftrating  them,  and 
were  in  Hopes  that  the  Coming  of  Ccsfar 
would  facilitate  to  the  Pifans  the  Acquifiti- 
on  dHjinjorno,  which  united  to  Fifa  would 
manifeftly   deprive   the  Floreiitines  of  all 
Hopes  of  ever  recovering  that  City. 

The  Allies  had  often  follicited  the 
Florentines  to  join  with  them  3  and  when 
the  ill  Confequences  of  the  Paflage  of  the 
French  were  mofl  apprehended,  they  had 

giveii 
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given  them  Hopes  of  obliging  themfelves 
to  operate  in   fuch  a  Manner  that  Pifa 
fhould  return  under  their  Dominion.    But 
the  Florentines  furped:ing  the  covetous  Am- 
bition of  the  Venetiam  and  Lodovico,   and 
unwilling,   out  of  Levity,   to    relinquifh 
their  Attachment  to  France^  were  never 
mnch  inclined  to  hearken  to  thofe  Offers. 
They  were  reftrained  alfo  by  the  Hopes  of 
recovering  by  the  Paffage  of  the  King  the 
Towns   of  Pietra  Santa    and    Sarzafia, 
which  they  could  not  expeft  to  obtain  of 
the  Confederates ;  and  much  more  becaufe, 
in  forming  thcirjudgment  more  from  their 
own  Merits,  and  from  what  they  had  fuf- 
fered  for  the  King,  than  from  his  Nature 
and  Manners,  they  perfuaded  themfelves 
that,  in  confequence  of  his  Succefs,    they 
fhould  be  put  in  Poffeflion,   not  only  of 
Pifa,   but  of  almoft   all  the  reft  of  Tuf- 
cany.     This  Notion  was  cherifhed  in  them 
by  the  Speeches  of  Girolamo  Savonarola, 
who  was  continually  predidling  ab^andant 
Felicity,  and    Enlargement    of   Empire, 
which   were  predeftinated  to  happen  after 
a  World  of  Vexations  to   be  endured  by 
that  Republic,   and  moft  terrible  Calami- 
I  2  ties 
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ties  which  would  befal  the  Court  of  RomCf 
and  all  the  other  Italian  Potentates.  Many 
judicious Perfons  defpifed  both  the  Preacher 
and  his  Predidions ;  yet  the  Bulk  of  the 
People  generally  paid  a  great  Regard  to  all 
he  laid,  and  amongfc  ihem  not  a  few  of 
the  mofl:  co:iliderabie  Citizens,    fome  out 
of  Simplicity,  fome  out  of  Ambition,  and 
others  out  of  Fear.     Wherefore,   the  F/o- 
rentinei   being   difpofed    to    continue    in 
Friendfhip  with   the  King  of  France^  it 
was  no  Wonder  that  the  Allies  {l:iould  be 
fo  dcfirous  to  compel  them  by  Force  into 
Meafures  to  which  their  Wills  were  ut- 
terly averfe  ^  efpecially  as  it  did  not  feem 
to    be  attended   with   many   Difficulties. 
For  the  Florentines  were  obnoxious  to  their 
Neighbours,  and  could  have  no  Hopes  of 
any  prefent  Affiftance  from  the  King  of 
France  j  who  would  hardly   give  himfelf 
any  Concern    for   their    Affairs,    when, 
with  fo  much  Indolence,  he  had  aban- 
doned his  own  natural  Subjeds ;  and  the 
vaft  Expences  with  the  Diminution  of  the 
public  Revenue,  which  they  had  fupported 
thefe  Three  Years,  had  fo  exhaufled  them, 

that 
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that  it  was  not  believed  they  could  bear  '^'  ^' 
to  be  long  diftrefTed. 

For  this  very  Year  the  Florentines  had 
continually  profecuted  the  War  againfl 
the  Pifans  with  various  Events,  remark- 
able more  for  the  Skilfulnefs  in  War, 
demonftrated  in  a  Multitude  of  military 
Operations  on  both  Sides,  and  for  the  Ob- 
ftinacy  with  which  Affairs  were  managed, 
than  for  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Armies,  or 
the  Largenefs  of  the  Places  about  which 
they  fought,  being  only  fome  little  Towns 
of  no  Note,  and  in  themfelves  of  fmall 
Confequence.  Thus,  a  little  after  the  Ci- 
tadel had  been  refigned  to  the  Pijans^  and 
before  the  Arrival  of  the  Venetian  Auxi- 
liaries at  Pifa^  the  Florentine  Army,  after 
taking  the  little  Town  of  Biiti^  having 
laid  Siege  to  Calci^  and,  before  they  had 
taken  it,  to  fecure  their  Convoys  of  Pro- 
vifions,  eredled  a  Redoubt  on  Monte  delld 
Dolorofa^  the  Garrifon,  through  their  Neg- 
ligence were  furprifed  by  the  Pifans.  And 
not  long  after  Francejco  Secco,  with  a  good 
Number  of  Horfe,  being  quartered  in 
^i{ti  for  fecuring  the  Convoys  of  Provi- 
I  3  fions 
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^'  ^-  fions  to  Ercole  Be?2tivogIiOy  who  lay  before 
ithe  little  Fortrefs  of  Mount  Ferrucoia,  was 
furprifed  by  a  Body  of  Foot  that  fallied 
out  of  Pi/a,  and  being  in  a  difficult  Place 
for  Horfe  to  a(5l,  loft  a  good  Number  of 
them.  Thefe  Succeffes  feemed  to  put  the 
Affairs  of  the  Pifans  in  a  better  Situation, 
and  there  were  Hopes  of  further  Advan- 
tages, for  the  Succours  from  Venice  began 
now  to  arrive.  Ercole  Bentivoglioj  who 
had  his  Quarters  in  the  little  Town  of 
Bientim,  on  Advice  that  Gianpagolo  Man- 
froney  an  Officer  of  the  Ve?ietians,  was, 
with  the  firft  Column  of  their  Forces,  ar- 
rived at  Vico  PifanOy  two  Miles  from  Bieji- 
tina,  feigning  Fear,  and  fometimes  draw- 
ing out  into  the  Field,  and  again,  as  foon 
as  he  difcovered  the  Venetiamy  retiring  into 
Bientina,  after  he  faw  them  full  of  Bold- 
riefs  and  Heedlefsnefs,  drew  them,  one 
Day,  with  great  Craft,  into  an  Ambufli, 
where  they  were  totally  defeated,  moft 
Part  of  their  Horfe  and  Foot  killed,  and 
the  reft  purfued  to  the  Walls  of  Vico  Pi- 
fano.  But  the  Joy  of  this  Vicflory  was  al- 
layed by  the  Lofs  of  Francefco  Secco,  who 
had  joined  Ercole  that  Morning,  and  iq 

the 
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Retreat  was  killed  by  a  Mufket  Shot*.  ^-   ■^• 
After  this  the  other  Columns  of  the  f^e-^JJ^^ 
netians^  among  whom  were  Eight  Hun- 
dred Stradiotti,  arrived  under  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Proveditor  Ghiftiniano  Moi'o^ 
fini.     The  Fifans  being  now  much  fupe- 
rior,  Ercole,  who  was  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  Country,  not  chufing  to  hazard 
an  Engagement,  nor  wiping  to  quit  the 
Field,  pitched  his  Camp  in  a  very  ftrong 
Poft  between  the  Caflle  of  Fontadera   and 
the  River  Era,  which,  by   the  Commo- 
dioufnefs  of  its  Situation,    put  him  in  a 
Condition  of  reftraining,   in  a  great  mea- 
furc,   the   Infults   of   the   Enemy,    who, 
during  the  reft  of  the   Campaign,    only 
took  the  litde  Town  of  Buti,  which  fur» 
rendered    at    Difcretion,    and   employed 
themfelves  in  plundering  all  the  Country 
with  their  Stradiotti,  Three  Hiuidred  of 
whom,  that  had  made  an  Incurfion  into 
the  Valdera,  were  routed  by  fome  Troops 
that  Ercole  fent  after  them. 

I  4  The 

*  Both  Qio<vio  and  Bemho  afcribe  the  Glory   of  this 

Aftion  to  Franc fJiQ  Secco,  whhout  fo  much  as  mentioning 
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The  Florentines  were,  at  the  fame  Time, 
infefled  by  the  Seneje,  who  taking  an  Op- 
portunity from  their  DiflrelTes  in  the  P/- 
fany  and  Himulated  by  the  Allies,  fent  the 
Lord  of  Piombino  and  Giova?im  Savelliy  to 
befie^e  the  Fort  at  the  Brids^e  of  Valiafio., 
But  on  Advice  that  Rinuccio  da  Marciano. 
with  fome  Troops  was  coming  to  relieve 
the  Place,  the  Befiegers  retired  with  Pre- 
cipitation, leaving  behind  them  Part  of 
their  Artillery.  Wherefore  the  Florentines 
having  fecured  their  Country  on  that  Side, 
ordered  Rxitnccio  with  his  Forces  into  the 
Territory  of  Fija^  fo  that  the  Armies  be- 
ing in  a  Manner  equal,  the  War  was  con- 
fined among  the  little  Towns  on  the  Hills, 
whofe  Inhabitants  being  well  affected  .to 
thtPiJanSy  the  Operations  proceeded  rather 
to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Flore?2li?iei>\  It 
happened  alfo  that  the  Fifa?is  entering  by 
Treachery  the  little  Town  af  Poftte  SacQOy 
furprifed  a  Regiment  of  Men  at  Arms, 
and  took  Lodovico  da  Marciano  Prifoner, 
tho'  out  of  Apprehenlionsfrom  the  Fhren- 
fines  that  lay  near,  they  immediately  aban- 
doned the  Place,  and  the  better  to  render 

themfclves 
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themlelves  Mafters  of  the  Hills,  which 
were  of  great  Importance  on  account  of 
the  Provifions  brought  from  thence  to  Pi- 
fa,  and  becaufe  they  cut  off  the  Commu- 
nication of  the  Floreniines  with  Li'variio,  they 
fortified  moft  of  the  little  Towns,  one  of 
which,  SojanOj  became  memorable  for  an 
extraordinary  Acciden  t :  For  the  Florentines 
having  decamped  and  marched  to  that 
Place  with  a  Refolution  of  taking  it  the 
fame  Day,  and  for  that  End  fpoil- 
ed  all  the  FalTes  of  the  River  Cajfma,  and 
ported  Men  at  Arms  drawn  up  in  Or- 
der on  the  Bank,  for  preventing  all  Re- 
lief, whilfl;  Pietro  Capponi,  the  Florentine 
pommiffary,  was  attentive  in  planting  the 
Artillery,  he  received  a  Mufket  Shot  thro' 
the  Head  from  the  Town,  which  killed 
him  on  the  Spot.  An  End,  confidering  the 
Obfcurenefs  of  the  Place,  and  the  fmall 
Importance  of  the  Enterprife,  not  fui- 
table  to  his  Merit.  On  this  Occalion  the 
Siege  was  raifed  without  any  farther  At- 
tempt. At  this  Time  the  Florentines  were 
alfo  obliged  to  fend  Troops  into  the  jLW- 
giana  to  relieve  the  Fort  of  the  Verrucoky 

attacked 
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'^-  ^-  attacked  by  the  MarquifTes  of  M7/^/;z/7*, 
with  the  Affiftance  of  the  Genoefe,  who 
were  eafily  put  to  Flight. 

The  Forces  of  the  Pifans  had  for  fome 
Months  paft  been  very  confiderable,  for 
belides  the  Men  of  the  Town  and  its  Ter- 
ritory, who  by  long  Exercife  were  become 
warlike,  the  Venetians  and  the  Duke  of 
Milan  had  fupplied  them  with  great 
Numbers  both  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  but 
much  the  greater  Part  was  fent  by  the 
Venetians.  The  Troops  of  the  Duke  be- 
gan to  diminifh  for  want  of  being  duly 
fupplied,  for  which  Reafon  the  Venetians 
fent  a  Reinforcement  of  One  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms,  and  Six  light  Gallies,  laden 
with  Provilions,  not  fparing  any  Expence 
neceflary  for  the  Security  of  the  City  of 
P//^7,  and  to  engrofs  the  AfFediions  of  the 
Inhabitants,    w^ho    grew   every  Day  lefs 

hearty 

f  The  Marquifles  of  Malafpina  had  of  long  time  been 
Sovereigns  of  great  part  of  the  Lumginna.  Martia  L. 
Turh/teyOfa  noble  HcmaK  Family,  was  the  firft  that  fettled 
there ;  from  MartU  their  Name  Was  changed  to  Malafpinat 
for  Reafons  given  in  the  Hiftory  of  Milar.y  and  more  ^ar-- 
rJcalarly  by  TQnasctL 
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hearty  in   their  Devotion  to  the  Duke  of  ^   d. 
Milan,  abominating  him  for  his  niggardly  ^Jl^f^ 
Temper,  which  would   not  fufier  him  to 
be  at  any  Lofs   in  making  Provifions  for 
them,  as  alfo  for  his  Falfenefs  and  Incon- 
ftancy  ;    For  fometimes  he  appeared  zea- 
lous in  their  Afiairs,  at  other  times  pro- 
ceeded but  coldly i  whence  callimg  in  Que- 
ftion  his    Intentions  they   imputed  it  to 
him  that   Giovanni  Bejitivoglio    had  not 
taken  the  Field,  and  damaged  the  Floren- 
tines^ as  he  was  conimiffioned  by  the  Con- 
federates,   and   the  rather  becaufe  it  was 
known  that  he  had  failed  him  in  a  great 
Part  of  the  Payments,  either  through  Ava- 
nice,  or  becaufe  he  was  pleafed  with  the 
Diftrefses  but  not  with  the  totalOppreffion 
of  the  Florentines ;.  by  whicb  manner  of 
Proceeding  he  had  of  himfelf  thrown  the        ' 
Affairs  of  the  Pifa?is  on  a  Footing  contra- 
ry to  his  own  Intentions,  and  tlie  End  for 
which  a  Refolution,  of  which  he  was  himfelf 
the  Author,,  was  taken  in  the  Council  of 
the  Allies  that  Qcefar  fliould  go  to  Fifa, 


It 
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It  being  refolved,  then,  that  Cafar 
fhould  viiit  Pifa^  he  lent  two  Ambafladors 
to  Florence^  to  fignify  that,  in  order  to  exe- 
cute in  a  powerful  Manner  the  Enterprife, 
which  he  had  formed  in  his  Mind  againft 
the  Infidels,  he  had  thought  it  neceffary 
to  pafs  into  Italy  for  pacifying  and  fecuring' 
the  Peace  of  that  Country  ;  for  which 
Reafon  he  required  of  them  to  declare  to- 
gether with  the  other  Confederates  for  the 
Defence  of  Italy,  or,  if  they  were  averfe  to 
fuch'a  Step,  to  manifefl  at  leaft  their  In^; 
tentions  :  That  he  defigned  for  the  Rea- 
fon aforefaid,  and  becaufe  it  was  an  Affair 
that  concerned  the  Imperial  Authority,  to 
take  Cognizance  of  the  Differences  between 
them  and  the  Pifans  j  and  therefore  defir- 
ed  that  they  would  fufpend  Hoftilities  till  he 
had  fully  heard  the  Reafons  on  all  Sides, 
which  he  was  certain  the  Pijans^  to  whom 
he  had  fent  the  like  Orders,  would  take 
Care  to  do  5  affuring  them,  in  very  civil 
Terms,  that  he  was  rea^y  to  adminifler 
impartial  Jufticc.  To  his  Meffage,  after 
commending,  in  refpedful  Terms,  the 
Refolution  of  Ccefar^  and  teftifying  a  very 

great; 
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o-reat  Confidence  in  his  Goodnefs,  it  was  '^'   ^• 
anfwered  that  the  Florentines  would  foon  ull2-! 
fend  and   make   known   their  Intentions 
in  a  particular  Manner  by  a  fpeciai  Em- 
U(fy. 

But  in  the  mean  Time  the  Venetians, 
to  leave  no  Opportunity  for  the  Emperor 
or  the  Duke  oi  Milan  to  feize  on  Pifa^  fent 
thither,  with  the  Confent  of  the  Pifans, 
their  General  A?i?iibale  BentivogUo,  with  a 
Reinforcement  of  One  Hundred  Men  at 
Arms,  and  foon  after  more  Stradiotti  with 
One  Thoufand  Foot ;  fignifying  to  the 
Duke  that  their  Republic  being  a  Lover 
of  free  Cities  was  willing  to  affift  the  Pi- 
Jans  in  the  Recovery  of  their  Territory. 
By  the  Afliftance  of  thefe  Troops  the  Pi- 
fans  proceeded  in  the  Recovery  of  almoft 
all  the  litde  Towns  on  the  Hills.  By 
thefe  Benefits  of  the  Veyietians^  and  by 
their  Readinefs  to  anfwer  their  Demands, 
which  were  manifold,  fometimes  of 
Troops,  fometimes  of  Money,  and  fome- 
times of  Provifions  and  Ammunition,  the 
Will  of  the  Pi  fans  grew  fo  conformable 
to  that  of  the  Venetia?n^  as  to  transfer  all 

the 
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the  Love  and  Confidence  which  they  had 
placed  on  the  Duke  of  Milan  to  the  Ve^ 
netian  Senate,  whom  they  heartily  wiflied 
to  continue  to  be  their  Defenders.  They, 
follicited,  however,  the  Coming  of  d^far, 
in  Hopes  that  with  the  Forces  which  were 
in  Pija^  united  to  thofe  that  he  woiild 
bring  with  him,  they  might  eafily  get  Pof- 
feffion  of  Livorno,  On  the  other  Side  the 
Florenttnei:^  who,  befides  other  Difficulties, 
at  that  Time  laboured  under  a  very  great 
Dearth,  flood  in  great  Fear,  feeing  them- 
felves  obliged  to  ftand  alone  againil  the 
Power  of  fo  many  Princes.  For  there 
was  no  Potentate  in  Italy  that  would  aflifl 
them,  and  they  had  been  certified  by  Let- 
ters from  their  AmbafTadors  in  France, 
that  from  that  King,  with  whom  they 
had  made  the  moil  earneft  Inftances 
to  be  fuccoured  in  fo  great  a  Dan- 
ger, at  leafl  with  a  Sum  of  Money,  no 
Relief  was  to  be  expedled.  Only  Fiero 
de  Medici  gave  them  no  further  Concern , 
for  the  Allies  had  thought  fit  not  to  make 
ufe  of  his  Name  or  Intereft  in  this  Under- 
taking, having  found  by  Experience  that 
the  Fear  of  his  Refloration  had  difpofed 

the 
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the  Florentines  to  unite  the  more  firmly  for  ^'   ^• 
the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberties. 

LoDOVico  all  this   while,  under  Pre- 
tence of  being  zealous  for   their  Safety, 
and  uneafy  at  the  Grandeur  of  the  Ve- 
netians^   was   continually  exhorting  them 
in  preffing  Words  to  refer  themfelves  to 
Cafary  fetting  before  them  a  Multitude  of 
Terrors  and  Dangers,  and  propoling  it  as 
the  only  Expedient  for  wrefting  Pifa  out 
of  the   Hands   of  the  Venetians,    which 
would   immediately  be  followed  by  their 
reinftating  themfelves  in  the  Dominion  of 
that  City,  as  a  Step  very  neceflary  for  the 
Quiet  of  Italy,  and  on  that  Account  de- 
iired  by  the  King  of  Spain,  and  by  all  the 
reft  of  the  Confederates.     But  the  Flore?:- 
tineSj  neither  moved  with  thefe  vain  and 
infidious  Allurements,  nor  terrified  with 
fo  many  Difficulties  and  Dangers,  refolved 
to  make  no  Declaration  with  Cafar,  nor 
refer  their  Rights  to  his  Arbitration,  unlefs 
they  were  firfl:  reftored  to  the  FofTeffion  of 
Fija,     For  they  put  no  Confidence  in  his 
Will,    nor  iji   his  Authority,    every  one 
knowing  that  he  had  no  Forces  nor  Money 

of 
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of  his  own,  but  proceeded  by  the  Dlredlons 
,  of  the  Duke  of  Mi/a?!-,  nor  did  it  appear 
that  the  Venetimis  were  difpofed,  or  under 
a  Neceffity  to  abandon  Pija.  Wherefore 
they  cheerfully  applied  thenifelves  to  for- 
tify and  provide,  as  well  as  they  could, 
Livomo^  and  to  afTemble  all  their  Troops 
in  the  Territory  of  PiJ'a.  To  fhew,  how- 
The  Flo-  ever,  that  they  were  not  averfe  to  an  A- 
fend  Am-S^^^^^^^'  and  to  ufe  their  Endeavours  for 
bafladors  rnitigating  the  Spirit  of  Ccefar,  they  fent 
^^y/y^^^"^'' AmbafTadars  to  him,  who  was  already  ar-* 
rived  at  Genoa^  with  an  Anfwer  to  what 
his  Ambaffadors  had  ligniiied  to  them  at 
Florence.  Their  Inflru(5tions  were  to  per- 
fuade  him  that  it  was  not  necelTary  for 
them  to  proceed  to  any  Declaration,  fince 
he  might  promife  himfelf  from  the  Re- 
public of  Florence^  out  of  the  Veneration 
which  they  had  for  his  Name,  all  that  he 
could  defire  j  to  reprefent  to  him  that  no- 
thing v/as  more  fuitable  to  his  pious  In- 
tentions of  relloring  Peace  to  Italy  than 
the  immediate  Reftitution  of  Fifa  to  the 
Florentines ;  becaufe  from  that  Root  fprung 
all  thofe  Refolutions  of  theirs  which  had 
occafioned  fo  much  Uneafinefs  to  himfelf 

and 
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and  to  his  Allies,  and  becaufe  P'\fa  was 
the  Motive  that  had  induced  fome  others 
10  afpire  to  the  Empire  of  Italy,  and  for 
that  End  taken  Care  that  it  fliould  be  kept 
continually  embroiled  3  by  which  Words, 
though  not  in  exprefs  Terms,  were  figni- 
fied  the  Venetians :  That  it  was  unbecom- 
ing his  Juftice  that  thofe  who  had  been 
defpoiled  by  Violence  fliould  be  boundj 
contrary  to  the  Difpolition  of  the  Imperial 
Laws,  to  compromife  for  their  Rights  be- 
fore they  were  reinftated  in  theirPoiTellionsj 
Concluding,  that,  on  obtaining  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  this  Preliminary,  the  Florentine  Re- 
public, having  no  other  Caufe  to  defire 
any  thing  more  than  Peace  with  every  one, 
would  make  all  thofe  Declarations  which 
he  fhould  think  proper,  and,  in  full  Af- 
furance  of  his  Juftice,  would  intruil:  him 
with  the  Cognifance  of  their  Rights. 

This  Anfwer  not  fatisfying  Ccsfar,  who 
was  defirous  that  before  all  Things  they 
fhould  enter  into  the  League,  on  their  re- 
ceiving of  him  his  Word  that  they  fiiouid 
be  reinftated  in  the  Pofteifion  of  Pi/a  within 
a   convenient  Term,   after  many  Debates 

Vol.  II.  K  they 
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they  had  no  other  Reply  from  him  than: 
what  he'gave  them  v/hen  he  was  juft  get- 
ting on  board  of  a  Ship  in  the  Mole  of 
Genoa,  when  he  turned  to  them,  and  faid. 
They  might  know  his  Mind  from  the 
Pope's  Legate  in  tliat  City.  The  Legate 
referred  them  to  Lodovico^  who  had  attend- 
ed the  Emperor  to  'Torton^y  and  was  re- 
turned to  Miiatiy.  whitker  the  AmbafTa- 
dors  repaired.  But  after  they  had  de- 
manded an  Audience,  they  received  an 
Exprefs  from  Florensey  where  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  their  EmbafTy  was  already  known, 
with  Orders  to  return,  without  foUieiting 
any  other  Anfwer.  Wherefore  when  they 
were  admitted,  at  the  Time  appointed,  inta 
Lodo'uicd'^  Prefence,  inflead  of  demanding 
an  Anfwer,  they  figniiied  to  him,  that  being 
on  their  Return  to  Florence  they  had  been 
willing  to  lengthen  the  Journey,  becaule 
they  thought  it  their  Duty  not  to  leave  his 
Dominions  without  paying  him  in  Perfon 
that  Refpe(5l  which  v/as  due  to  the  Friend- 
fhip  that  fubfifted  between  his  Highnefs 
and  their  Republic.  The  Duke,  on  a 
Suppolition  that  they  were  come  to  re- 
ceive 0€jar\  Anfwer,  in  order  to  make  a 

Shew, 
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Shew,  as  he  did  on  all  OccafionSj  of  his   ^"  ?' 
Eloquence  and  political  Artifices,  and  to^-^v — ^ 
pleafe    himfelf  with    the   Calamities    of^^;^;^^^ 
others,  had  lummoned  all  the  AmbafTa-the  f/o- 
dors  of  the  Allies,  and  his  whole  Council ^'^'(j^^^^j^^ 
to  be  preienl  at  this  Meeting.     But  beingdors. 
amazed  and  confounded  at  this  Compli- 
ment of  the   AmbalTadorSj    and  not  able 
to  diflemble  his  Difpleafure,  he  demanded 
of  them,   *  What   Anfwer  they  had   re-       » 
ceivedfromQ^/^rr  They  replied,  '  That, 
according  to  the  Laws  of  their  Republic, 
they  were  not  allowed  to  difcourfe  on  the 
Subje6t  of  their  EmbaiTy    to   any  other 
Prince  but  to  him  to  whom  they  v/ere  de- 
legated/     LodovkOi    in  great  Agitation, 
faid,  *  If  I   fliould  give  you  hi3  Anfwer, 
which  you  know  he  has  intruded  me  with, 
would  you  not  be  willing  to  hear  it  ?'  They 
replied,  '  That  to  hear  was  not  prohibited, 
nor  Goutd   they   hinder  any  body  from" 
fpeaking.     *  Then,  fays  the  Duke,  I  am 
willing  to  tell  it  you  ;  but  I  cannot,  unlefs 
you  let  me  know  what  you  faid  to  him/ 
They  anfwered,  *  That  was  not  allowed 
them  for  the  fame  Reafons  they  had  be- 
fore given  3  and  belides,  it  would  be  fu- 
K  2  perfluous 
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^-  '^-  perfluous,  becaufe  Ccejar  could  not  em- 
^^-^-L^P^oy  ^i^y  one  to  give  an  Anfwer  in  his 
Name,  without  communicating  to  the 
fame  Perfon  what  had  been  demanded/ 
Lodovico  not  knowing  how  to  difTemble 
his  Anc^er,  either  in  Words  or  Geftures,- 
difmiffed  the  AmbalTadois  and  all  that 
were  ailembled,  and  became  himfelfthe 
Subjed:  of  thofe  Sneers  he  intended  to  put 
on  the  Florentine  Minifters. 

In  the  m.can  Time  Cc?Jar  failed  from 
the  Port  of  Genoa  with  Six  Gallies,  which 
the  Venetians  had  in  the  Pijan  Sea,  and 
with  a  great  Number  of  Genoefe  VefTels 
well  provided  with  Artillery,  but  not  with 
Soldiers,  having  only  on  board  One  Thou- 
fand  German  Foot.  He  went  on  Shore  at 
the  Port  of  Spetie,  and  from  thence 
.marched  by  Land  to  Pifa^  where  he 
affembled  Five  Hundred  Horfc,  and  One 
Thoufand  German  Foot,  that  had  marched 
thither  by  Land»  With  thefe  Troops,  and 
thofe  of  the  Duke  o^  Milan ,  and  part  of 
the  Ve?ietiaf2s,  he  refolved  to  lay  Siege  to 
■Livorno,  with  Defign  to  attack  it  both  by 
-  Sea  and  Land*     The  other  Part  of  the /^i'- 

netian 


THE   V/ARS   IN   ITALT.         133 

fiefian  Troops  was  ordered  to  poll  them-   ^-  ^^ 
felves  at  the  Bridge  of  SaccOy  to  prevents 
the  F/orenihie  Army,   which  was  not  very 
ftrong,  from  molefting  Pifi,  or  fuccouring 
Lrjor?20.     For  this  lad  Place  the  Repub- 
lic was  In  no  fort  of  Concern,  (ince  it  was 
extremely  well  provided  with    Men  and 
Artillery,  and  they  daily   expedted  Relief 
from  Prove?2ce :  For  as  the  French  Soldie- 
ry were  at  that  Time  in  great  Efteem  in 
Itafyy  to  give  a  greater  Reputation  to  their 
Army,  they  had,   with  the  King's  Leave 
not  long  before,  inlifted  Monf.  d'Albigeoisy 
one  of  his  Officers,  with  One  Hundred 
Lances,    and  One  Thoufand  Swifs   and 
Gafcoji  Foot  5  who  were  to  be  tranfported 
to  Livorno  on  board  a  Fleet  of  Veffels  they 
had  hired,  and  loaded   with  Wheat,    of 
which  there  was  a  great  Scarcity  in  all  the 
Florentine  Dominions.     This   Refolution 
was   taken  by   the  Floreniinea  with  other 
Thoughts,  and  for  other  Purpofes  than  to 
defend  themfelves  againft  Ccefar  -,  and  tho' 
it  met  with  many  Difficulties  in  the  Exe- 
cution,    for    Albigeois    with   his   Regi- 
ment, when  they  were  brought  to  the  Sea- 
fide  refufed  to  go  on  board,  and  no  more 
K  3  than 
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than  Six  Hundred  Foot  embarked,  yet 
fuch  was  the  Favour  of  Fortune  that  a 
greater  or  more  feafonable  Succour  could 
not  be  defired.  For  on  the  lame  Day 
that  a  Ptjan  CommifTary  was  fent  forward 
by  Ccefar  with  a  ftrong  Detachment  of 
Horfe  and  Foot  to  lay  Bridges,  and  to  le- 
vel the  Road  for  the  Army  that  was  to  foU 
low,  the  Fleet  from  Provence,  which  con- 
iifled  of  Five  Ships,  and  fome  Galleons, 
with  a  large  Ship  of  Normandy  -f-,  bound 
for  Gcieta  with  a  Supply  of  Men  and  Pro^ 
vifions,  appeared  off  LivornOy  with  fo  fa- 
vourable a  Wind,  as  to  meet  with  no  Op- 
polition  from  Cajars  Squadron,  which 
was  forced  by  bad  Weather  to  extend  it-r 
felf  oft  the  Meloriciy  a  Rock  famous  for 
tjie  final  Overthrow  and  Dellrudion  *   of 

the 

f  VitrVoz'zo  zr\di  Carlo  Orf.ni  vyere,  fent  with  the  Nor- 
Mfinda,  entrufted  with  the  French  Money  :  This  Ship  was 
of  Twelve  Hundred  Tons  Burthen,  and  the  dthers  about 
Fo;ir  Hundred.     Giovlo  and  BLnibo. 

*  This  Defeat  of  the  Pifans  is  fuppofed  to  be  that  in 
1 284.  at  a  Place  called  Veronica,  Three  Miles  ofF  Linjorno 
or  Lighorv.  ;  in  which  M'>rejini  the  Podeftate  of  Pija,  an4 
fjch  a  Number  of  Noblemen  were  taken,  that  the 
Ttt/cafis  u(ed  to  fay,  that  if  any  one  wanted  to  fee  Pi/a,  he 
jfnuftgo  to  Genoa.     Giujliuiani,  lib.  3. 
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the  Pijam  by  the  Gemcfe  in  a  naval  En- 
gagement that  happened  near  it ;  fo  that 
•the  Fleet  entered  the  Port  without  anyLofs, 
except  of  one  Galleon,  laden   with  Corn, 
which  was  intercepted  by  the  Enemy.  This 
Relief  coming  fo  feafonablyputgreat  Spirits 
in  the  Lroomefe,  and  Jiaightily  confirmed 
the  Minds  of  the  Florentines^  it  appearing 
to  them  that  the  Arrival  of  Succours  jufl 
in  the  Nick  of  Time,   was  a   Sign  that 
where  human    Affiftance  was  wanting  in 
<heir  Favour,  that  X^t'i^QL  was  fupplied  by 
the  divine  Aid,   as   Savonarola  had  often 
allured  in  his  Preaching  to  the  People  at 
the   very   Time    they    were    under   the 
greateft  Terrors  and  Apprehenfions  from 
the    Enemy.       But    this    did   not    pre- Siege  of 
vent  the  King  of  the  Romans  from  pro-  ^''^''^"'>' 
ceeding  with  his  Army  to  JLivorno,  whi- 
ther he  fent  Five  Hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
•One    Thoufand    light  Horfe,   and  Four 
Thoufand  Foot  by  Land^  and  went  him- 
felf  on  board  the  GalUes  as   far  as  the 
Mouth  of  the  Lake  that  lies  between  Pi  fa 
and  Livorjio.     He  appointed  Count  Ga- 
jazzOj  who  had  attended  him  by  Orders 
of,  the  Duke  of  Milan^  to  make  an  Attack 
K  4  on 
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on  one  Part  of  the  Town,  and  poRed  him- 
felf  at  another,  tho'  he  pitched  his  Camp 
with  much  Difficulty  on  the  firft  Day,  on 
account  of  the  great  Annoyance  frem  the 
Artillery  of  the  Place.  As  his  firfl:  Defign 
was  to  make  liimfelf  Mafter  of  the  Port, 
he  caufed  the  Troops  to  approach,  before 
Day,  on  the  Side  of  the  Fountain,  and  be- 
gan to  fn£,  with  a  Multitude  of  Cannon, 
on  MagnanOy  which  the  Befiegcd  had  for- 
tified, and  had  demoliflied,  as  foon  as  they 
fiiw  the  Siege  puflied  on  towards  that  Part> 
the  Palazotto,  and  the  Tower  by  the  Sea- 
Side,  as  defencelefs,  and  like  to  occafion 
the  Lofs  of  the  new  Tower  j  and  that  the 
Place  might,  at  the  fame.  Time  be  batter^ 
cd  on  the  Side  towards  the  Sea,  Maximi- 
lian had  caufed  his  Fleet  to  approach  the 
Port ;  for  the  French  Ships,  after  landing 
the  Troops,  and  unloading  Part  of  the 
Corn,  having  iiniihed  the  Bufinefs  for 
which  they  had  been  freighted,  could  not 
be  induced  by  any  Intreaties  to  ftay,  but 
failed  away  for  Provoice,  and  the  Norman^ 
da  continued  her  Courfe  to  Gaeta.  The 
Attack  of  MagnanOj  which  was  made  with 
an  Intent,  after  it  fliouldbe  taken,  to  afTault 

the 
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the  Town  alfo  from  the  Sea,  had  but  little 
Effecft,  becaufe  it  was  fortified  in  fuch  a 
Manner  that  the  Cannon  did  it  but  little 
Damage,  and  the  Garrifon  made  frequent 
Sallies.  But  it  was  ordained  by  Deftiny 
that  the  Hopes  of  the  Florentines^  which 
began  with  the  Favour  of  the  Winds, 
fhould  be  brought  to  Perfed:ion  merely 
by  the  Benefit  of  the  Winds.  For  a  vio- 
lent Storm  arofe,  which  fhattered  the 
Fleet  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  the  Grimalday 
a  Ge?2oefe  Ship,  which  had  carried  the 
Perfon  of  Cafar,  after  a  long  Struggle 
with  the  Winds,  overfet  and  funk  over  a- 
gainft  the  new  Tower,  a  Fort  of  LivornOy 
with  all  the  Men  and  Artillery  on  Board 
and  the  fame  Misfortune  happened  to  two 
Venetian  Gallies,  at  the  Point  towards 
SanjacGpo^  and  the  other  Ships  were  dif- 
perfed  into  various  Places,  and  fuffered  fo 
much  Damage  as  to  be  rendered  unfer^ 
viceable  for  the  prefent  Undertakings  and 
by  Means  of  this  Accident  the  Livornefe 
recovered  the  Galleon  that  had  fallen  into 
|he  Hands  of  the  Enemy. 

On 
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On  this  Difafter  happening  to  the 
Fleet,  Cafar  returned  to  Pifay  where,  after 
jmuch  Confultation,  all  Hopes  of  taking 
Lroomo  being  laid  afide,  he  now  refolvcd  to 
raife  the  Siege,  and  undertake  fonie  other 
Exploit.  Ccefar  therefore  went  to  Vico 
PifanOy  and  having  ordered  a  Bridge  to  be 
laid  over  the  Arm,  between  Cafcina  and 
VicOy  and  another  over  the  Cilecchioy  when 
it  was  expected  that  he  would  pafs  thefe 
Bridges,  he  fet  out  on  a  fudden  to  return 
towards  Mila?i  by  Land,  having  made  no 
other  Progrefs  in  T^ujcanyy  than  pillaging, 
with  Four  Hundred  of  his  Horfe,  the  ob- 
fcure  little  Town  of  Bolgheriy  in  the 
Marfhes  of  Pifa.  He  excufed  his  fudden 
Departure  by  the  Difficulties  which  con- 
tinually increafed  upon  him,  the  Venetian 
Proveditors  not  fatisfying  his  frequent  De- 
mands of  new  Supplies  of  Money,  nor 
confenting  that  the  greatefl  Part  oi  their 
Troops  fhould  march  any  more  out  of 
Pifay  from  a  Miftruft  which  they  had 
conceived  of  him;  nor  had  the  Venetians 
paid  him  the  full  Quota  of  Seventy  Thou- 
ian4  Ducats  3  whence    he    made  heavy 

Complasnts 
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Complaints  of  their  Ufage,  but  highly 
commended  the  Condud:  of  the  Duke  of 
Milan.  At  Pavia  whither  he  removed 
his  Quarters,  a  new  Council  was  held, 
and  tho'  he  had  publicly  declared  his 
Rcfolution  of  returning  to  Germany^  he 
confented  to  flay  in  Italy  during  the 
Winter,  with  One  Thoufand  Horfe, 
and  Two  Thoufand  Foot,  provided  he 
had  a  monthly  Allowance  of  Twenty- 
two  Thoufand  Rhentfi  Florins.  While 
he  waited  for  an  Anfwer  from  the  Ve^ 
netians  to  his  Propofal,  he  went  to  Lo- 
mellina^  at  the  Time  he  was  expe(5ted 
at  Mtlan^  it  being  his  Fate,  as  afterwards 
appeared  more  clearly  in  his  future  Pro- 
grefles,  never  to  enter  that  City.  From 
Lo?nellina,  changing  his  Mind,  he  turned 
to  CufagOy  Six  Miles  from  Milan^  from 
whence,  on  a  i^udden,  without  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Duke  and  the  AmbafTadors, 
he  removed  to  Como.  Here  receiving  In^ 
telligence,  while  he  was  at  Dinner,  that 
the  Pope's  Legate,  to  whom  he  had  fent 
a  Meffage  to  tell  him  that  he  fhould  not 
follow  him,  was  arrived,  he  rofe  from  the 
Table,  and  went  and  embarked  in  fo  much 

Hafte, 
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•^.  fy.  Hafl:e,  that  the  Legate  had  hardly  Time 
^^^^^^^  to  fpeak  a  few  Words  to  him  at  the  Barge, 
and  received  for  Anfwer  that  he  was  under 
a  NecefTity  of  going  for  Germany^  but 
that  he  fliould  foon  return.  Plowever, 
after  he  had  been  rowed  over  the  Lake  to 
BeW  Agio  *,  being  informed  that  the  Ve- 
netians had  agreed  to  what  was  under  De- 
bate at  Pavia^  he  gave  frelh  Hopes  of  re- 
turning to  Milan.  But  in  a  Day  or  two 
after,  proceeding  with  his  natural  Infta- 
bility,  and  leaving  behind  Part  of  his 
Horfe  and  Foot,  he  fet  out  for  Germany^ 
having,  with  very  litde  Credit  to  the  Im- 
perial Name  and  Dignity,  difplayed  his 
Weaknefs  in  Italy,  which  had  not  for  a 
long  Timefeen  an  Emperor  in  Arms. 

B  Y  the  Departure   of  Ccefar  Lodovico 
Sforza,  in  Defpair  of  getting  Pifa  for  him- 
felf,  or  wrefting  it  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Venetians,  without  fome  new  Accident,  re- 
called 

*  Belf  Jgio  k  a  delicious  Promontory  on  the  Lake  of 
Como;  on  the  Top  there  was  a  famous  Stone  Caftle, 
which  in  i  375  was  demolifhed  by  Gio.  Galeaxzo  Fifconti, 
Duke  oi  Milan,  becaufe  it  was  a  Receptacle  for  Thieves 
and  Afiaffins.  The  Family  of  the  Sfondrati  have  now  a 
magnificent  Palace  on  that  Spot. 
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called  his  Troops ;  comforting  himfelf  ^'  ^• 
in  fome  meafure  under  his  Mortification  ^Jj^ 
that  the  Venetians  would  remain  alone  in- 
volved in  a  War  with  the  Florentines^  from 
whence  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  Weari- 
nefs  and  exhaufted  Strength  of  one  as  well 
as  the  other  of  the  contending  Parties 
would  in  Time  prefent  him  with  fome  de- 
fired  Opportunity.  The  Florentifjes,  by 
the  Departure  of  the  Duke's  Forces,  re- 
maining fuperior  to  the  Enemy  in  the 
Territory  of  Pifa,  recovered  all  the  little 
Towns  on  the  Hills.  The  Venetians  there- 
fore being  obliged,  in  order  to  ftop  their 
Progrefs,  to  make  new  Provifions,  rein- 
forced their  Troops  in  that  Country,  fo  as 
to  make  them  amount  in  all  to  Four  Hun- 
dred Men  at  Arms,  Seven  Hundred  light 
Horfe,  and  above  Two  Thoufand  Foot. 

I N  the  mean  time  almoft  all  the  Re- 
liques  of  the  French  War  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples  dwindled  away  to  nothing.  For 
the  City  of  TarantOy  with  its  Forts,  op- 
prefTed  by  Famine,  furrendered  to  the  Ve- 
netianSy  who  had  blockaded  it  with  their 
Fleet.     This  City,  after  they  had  kept  it 

in 
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in  their  Hands  many  Days,  and  had  nmV 
(incurred  a  Sufpicion  that  they  intended  to 
appropriate  it  to  themfelves,  they  at  laft 
reftored  to  Federigo  at  the  earneft  Inftances 
of  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Spain.  On 
Intelligence  arriving  at  Gaeta  that  the 
Ship  Normanda^  after  an  Engagement 
The  iVor- near  Porto  Ercoie  with  fome  Ships  of 
11"^^^^^ Genoa  which  flie  had  met, was,  in  purfuing 
her  Courfe,  overtaken  by  a  violent  Storm, 
and  caft  away,  the  French  in  that  City,  to 
which  the  new  King  had  laid  Siege,  tho' 
reported  to  have  Provifions  fufficient  for 
fome  Months,  judging  that  in  the  End 
their  King  would  take  no  more  Care  to 
fuccour  them  than  he  had  done  to  fuccour 
fuch  Numbers  of  Nobility,and  fuch  a  Mul- 
titude of  Towns  as  held  out  for  him,  ca- 
pitulated with  Federigo  by  means  of  Au- 
bigni  (who,  on  account  of  fome  Diffi- 
culties arifing  about  the  Refignation  of  the 
FortrefTes  in  Calabria  had  not  as  yet  left 
Naples)  to  evacuate  the  Town  and  Citadel, 
and  had  Liberty  to  tranfport  themfelves  by 
Sea  into  Faance  in  Safety  with  all  their  Ef- 
fefts. 


Br 
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A.  D. 
'  B  Y  this  Capitulation  the  King  of  France ^,2^^^ 
found  himfelf  eafed  of  all  anxious  Cares 
for  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ^  and,  on  thecw^j's 
other  hand,  kindled  into  Indignation  zt^^H'^on 
the  Senfe  of  his  Lofs  and  Difgrace.  For 
this  Reafon  he  refolved  to  make  an  Attack 
on  Genoa^  grounding  his  Hopes  on  the 
Party  which  Battiftino  Fregofo,  formerly 
Doge,  had  in  that  City,  and  on  the  De- 
pendants of  the  Cardinal  of  Sa?i  Piero  in 
Vincola  in  Savona^  his  native  Place,  and 
in  thofe  Parts  of  the  Riviera.  Befides 
this,  he  imagined  that  he  had  a  fair  Op- 
portunity given  him  by  the  Difagreement 
at  that  Time  of  Gianluigi  dalFiefco  and  the 
Adorniy  and  from  the  univerfal  Difcontent 
of  the  Gemefe  with  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
becaufe  it  was  by  his  Procurement  that  in 
the  Sale  of  Pietra  Santa  the  Liicchefe  had 
been  preferred  before  them  ;  and  becaufe 
having  afterwards  promifed  to  make  it  re- 
turn into  their  Hands,  and  for  that  End 
employed,  in  order  to  appeafe  their  In- 
dignation againft  him,  the  Authority  of 
the  Venetians^  he  had  for  many  Months 
been  feeding  them  with  nothing  but  vain 

Hope?, 
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^-  ^-    Hopes.     The  Fear  of  this  Refolution  of 

H_,-^-'_.  the  King  conflrained  Lodovico,  who  was 

Lodo-jico  in  2.  manner  fallen  off  from  the  Venetiam 

Troops  to  on  account  of  the  P{/(^«  Affair,    to  renew 

Genoa,     j^'g  Engagements  with  them,  and  to  fend 

to  Genoa  thofe  German  Horfe  and  Foot  that 

CcEJar  had  left  in  Italy^  for  whom,  if  this 

Neceffity  had  not  happened,  no  Provifion 

would  have  been  made. 


While  thefe  Things  were  in  Agita- 
tion, the  Pope  imagining  he  had  a  fair 
Opportunity  of  feizing  on  the  States  of  the 
Orfmi^  fince  the  Heads  of  that  Family, 
were  detained  at  Naples^  pronounced  in 
Confiftory  Firgmio  and  the  others  Rebels, 
for  entering,  contrary  to  his  Commands, 
into  the  Service  of  the  French.  This  done, 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1497  ^^  ^^" 
tacked  their  Towns,  having  given  Or- 
ders that  the  Colonnas  in  feveral  Places 
where  they  bordered  on  the  Orftni  fhould 
do  the  fame*.  This  Undertaking  was 
pretty  much  encouraged  by  Cardinal  y^- 

canio 

*  Alexander  ufed  to  call  the  Roman  Barons  the  Pope's 
Fetters.  He  laid  hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  humble  tfie 
Orftni,  which  at  the  fame  Time  enabled  him  10  enrich  his 
Children.     Gioiio, 


1497. 
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canto  on  account  of  his  old  Friend/hip  with 
the    Colonnas,    and  his   Averfion   to   the 
Orjjfii,  and  had  the  Confent  of  the  Duke 
of  Milan,  but  was  difpleafing  to  the  Ve^ 
?ietia?iSj  who   were  defirous  to  conciliate 
the  Aliedions  of  that  Family.     However, 
as  they  could  no  way  juftify  themfelves  in 
hindering  the  Pope  from  profecuting  .his 
Rights,  and  it  was  againft  their  Intereft  to 
break  with  him  at  fuch  a  Jun(5lure,  they 
confented  that  the  Duke  of  Urbim,  in  the 
common  Pay,  fliould  march  to  join  the 
Troops  of  the   Church,   of  which   the 
Duke  of  Candia  was  Captain  General,  and 
the  Cardinal  da  Luria,  of  Pavia,   a   Car- 
,  dinal  dependent  on  Afcanio^  Legate  ;  and 
King  Federigo  fent  to  the  Pope's  Affiftance 
'Fahritio  Colonna.     This  Army,  after  the 
furrender  of  many  little  Towns,  laid  Siege 
to  TrhignanOy   which  Town,  after  a  flout 
Defence  of  fome   Days,   furrendered   at 
Difcretion.     But  during  the   Siege  Bar- 
iolomeo  Alviano  marched  out  of  BraccianOy 
and  routed,  within  Eight  Miles  of  Romey 
Four  Hundred  Horfe  who  were  efcorting 
Artillery  to  the  Ecclefiaftic  Camp :  And 
another  Day  in  an  Excurlion  near  the  Crofs 
Vol.  II.  L  of 
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^'   ^'  oi  Montemari  he  narrowly  mifled  of  takirg 
^J^l^i^  the  Cardinal 'of  Valenza^  who  had   gone 
out  of  Rome  on  Hunting j  but   he  faved 
himfelfby  £ying  into  ^rivignano.     The 
Army  next  proceeded  to  Lijola^    and  hav- 
ing battered  a  Part  of  the  Caflle  with  the 
Artillery  the  Place  capitulated.     And  now 
the  whole  War  came  at  laft  to  be  confined 
within  the  Precind:s  of  Br  aedanOj  in  which 
the  Orjini  had  placed  all  their   Hopes  of 
Defence.      For   the   Place,    which   was 
ftroBg  before,  had  been  lately  ftrengthened 
with  new  Works,  as   alfo  its  Suburb,  at 
the   Front  of  which  they  had  erected  a 
Baftion  5  and  within  the  Fortrefs  was  a 
competent  Garrifon  under  the  Command 
of   Alviano^  who  being  as  yet  a  young 
Man,  though  of  a  fierce  Difpofition,  and 
of  incredible  Quicknefs,  and    expert  in 
military  Exercifes,  gave   thofe  Hopes   of 
himfelf  to  which  his   Adions  in  future 
Times  were  no  ways  inferior.     Nor  was 
the  Pope  negligent  in  daily  augmenting  his 
Army,  which   he  had   newly  reinforced 
with  Eight  Hundred  G^r;;2^;z  Foot  of  thofe 
who  had  ferved  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples, 

Very 
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Very  fharp  was  the  Contefl  on  all  Sides  ^'  ^• 
for  many  Days  together.  The  Beliegers  wi^I^ 
having  eredted  Batteries  in  feveral  Places 
the  Garrilon  was  not  wanting  to  provide  befieged. 
againft  all  AlTaults,  and  to  repair  the 
Breaches  every  where  with  the  greatefl 
Diligence  and  Alacrity.  They  were,  how- 
ever, after  many  Days,  conflrained  to 
abandon  the  Suburb,  which  being  taken, 
the  Ecclefiaftics  gave  a  fierce  Affault  to  the 
Town  i  but,  though  they  had  planted 
their  Colours  on  the  Walls,  they  were 
forced  to  retire  with  great  Lofs,  and  Aft* 
tonello  Savelli  was  wounded  in  the  Adlion. 
The  Befieged  behaved  with  the  fame  Bra- 
very in  another  Afiault,  repulfing  with 
greater  Lofs  the  Enemy,  of  whom  above 
Two  Hundred  were  killed  or  wounded, 
with  vaft  Reputation  to  AhIa?iOj  to  whom 
was  principally  afcribed  the  Glory  of  that 
Defence,  for  within  the  Place  he  was  ever 
watchful  and  ready  for  all  the  neceflary 
A(5lions,  and  without  by  frequent  Attacks 
he  kept  the  Enemy  Night  and  Day,  as  it 
were,  under  a  perpetual  Alarm.  And, 
what  added  further  to  his  Commendation, 
having  ordered  a  Party  of  light  Horfe  one 
L  2  Day 
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^-  ^'  Day  to  make  an  Excurfion  from  Ccrvetrty 
K.^^-^  which  was  in  the  Hands  of  the  Orfini, 
Ai'viano\  up  tQ  ^j^g  Enemy's  Camp,  he  took  the 

Stratagem  ^  ,  _  '1        _,      '^    ,  , 

Opportunity  of  the    Tumult  to   make  a 

Sally,  in  which  he  put  to  Flight  the  Foot 
that  guarded  the  Artillery,  and  brought  off 
fome  fmall  Pieces  into  Bracciano,  The 
Belieged,  however,  fuffering  greatly  by  the 
continual  Battery  and  Fatigues  they  en- 
dured both  Day  and  Night,  began  to  fup- 
port  themfelves  principally  by  the  Hopes 
of  Relief.  For  Carlo  Orfmi,  and  Vtfellozzo^ 
who  was  attached  to  the  Orfmi  by  the  Tye 
of  the  Guelf¥2idiion,  having  received  Mo- 
ney of  the  King  of  France  for  re-eftablifli- 
ing  their  Regiments  difperfed  in  the  King- 
dom of  Naples,  were  arrived  in  Italy  on 
board  fome  Veffels  that  came  from  Pro- 
'voice  to  Livorno,  and  were  making  Pre- 
parations to  relieve  Bracciano^  which  was 
in  great  Danger.  Carlo^  therefore,  betook 
himfelf  to  Soriano,  where  he  was  employed 
in  affembling  the  old  Soldiers  with  the 
Friends  and  Partifans  of  the  Orfmi,  while 
Vitellozzo  did  the  Tame  at  Cittd  di  CaJlellOj 
muflering  his  own  Soldiers,  and  Foot  of 
the  Country  5    and   as    foon    as  he  had 

formed 
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formed   them  into  a  Body,  he  marched  '^'  ^^ 
with  Two  Hundred    Men  at  Arms,  and  <.  -y -i . 
Eighteen    Hundred    Foot    of    his   own 
Troops,  and   a  Train  of  Artillery  placed 
on  Carriages  after  the  Fre?ich  Manner,  and 
joined  Carlo  at  Soriano, 

The    Ecclefiaftic  Generals   judgins:   it'^j'^^'^S* 

.^^  n  0^  Brae- 

dangerous,  if  the  Enemy  mould  proceed <://?«» 
forwards,  to  be  found  in  the  Midfl  be-"'^^^' 
tween  them  and  the  Garrifon  of  Braccia?20, 
and  unwilling  to  leave  the  whole  Country 
.around  them  to  be  ravaged,  as  had  alrea- 
dy happened  to  fome  Villages,  raifed  the 
Siege  of  Bracciano^  and,  having  lodged  the 
heavy  Artillery  in  Angidllara,  marched  di- 
red:ly  againft  the  Enemy,  whom  they  met 
between  Soriano  and  Bajfano^  where  a 
fierce  Batde  was  fought,  which  lafled  fe- 
veral  Hours.     And  tho'  in  the  Beginning  The  Ec: 

of  the  Adtion,  Fra?27iotto  Orfmi  w^s  taken  ^'^/''''^'" 
'  o  ./  ^     defeated. 

by  the  Colonnas^  yet  at  laft  the  Eccleiiaftlcs 
were  put  to  Flight  with  the  Lofs  of  their 
Baggage  and  Artillery,  and  above  Five 
Hundred  Men  killed  or  taken,  among- 
whom  the  Duke  of  Urbino^  Gianpiero  da 
Gonzaga^  Count  Nugolara^  and  many 
L  3  other 
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other  Perfons  of  Diftindion  remained  Prl- 
foners  :  But  the  Duke  of  Candia,  who 
was  flightly  wounded  in  the  Face,  the 
Apoftolical  Legate,  and  Fabritio  Colonna 
faved  themfelves  by  Flight  in  RoncigUo?ie, 
The  chief  Glory  of  this  Vid;ory  was  afcrib- 
ed  to  Vitellozzo  -,  for  the  Infantry  of  Cittd 
di  Caftcllo,  which  had  been  difciplined 
before,  by  him  and  his  Brothers,  after  the 
Manner  of  the  Ultramontanes,  were  this 
Day  mightily  affifled  by  his  Induftry  5  for 
having  provided  them  with  Pikes,  a 
Brace  longer  than  what  was  in  com-^ 
mon  Ufe,  they  had  fo  great  an  Advantage; 
when  he  led  them  on  to  charge  the  Ene- 
my's Foot,  that  deeply  wounding  therrt 
without  being  hurted  themfelves,  on  ac-» 
count  of  the  Length  of  their  Pikes,  they 
eafily  put  them  to  Flight,  and  with  To 
much  the  greater  Honour,  becaufe  in  the 
hoflile  Army  were  Eight  Hundred  Ger- 
man  Foot,  of  which  Nation  the  Italian 
F'oot  had  been  terribly  afraid,  ever  linco 
the  PaiTagc  of  King  Charles, 


After 
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After  this  Vidory,  the  Conquerors 
began  to  make  Incurfions  all  over  the 
Country  on  this  Side  the  Tiber,  without 
any  Controul  ;  and  fome,  paffing  the  River 
under  Monte  Kotondo,  fcoured  the  only 
Road  which  had  remained  fecure.  In 
this  dangerous  Juncture  the  Pope  made 
hew  Levies  in  Abundance,  and  called 
Gonfaho,  and  Profpero  Colonna  out  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  to  his  Affiftance. 
But  a  few  Days  after  the  Venetian  Ambaf- 
fadors  with  great  Zeal  interpoling  their 
good  Offices  in  behalf  of  the  Orjini,  and 
the  Spanijh  AmbafTadorg  out  of  Fear  left 
from  thefe  Beginnings  fhould  arife  greater 
Diforders  in  the  Affairs  of  the  League,  a 
Peace  was  made  with  a  very  ready  In- 
clination, as  well  of  the  Pope,  who  was 
by  Nature  extremely  averfe  to  be  at  Ex- 
pences,  as  of  the  Or/ini,  who  deftitute  of 
Money,  and  abandoned  by  every  Body, 
were  fenfible  that'' they  muft  be  at  laft  un-^*^*^^  ^^' 

-'  ^  tween  tee 

der  a  Neceffity  of  yielding  to  the  Power  of  Pope  asd 
the  Pontiff.  i^^Orjinu 

L  4  The 


The 
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The    Articles    imported.     That    the 
Orfmi  fhould  be  allowed  to  continue  in 
Anicles.   the  French  Service,   till  the  Time   they 
had  agreed  was  expired,  in  which  it  was 
exprefsiy  mentioned,  they  fhould  not  be 
bound  to  take  up  Arms  againfl  the  Church. 
That  all   the  Places  taken  from  them  in 
that  War  fliould  be  reftored  ;  for  which 
they  fhould  pay  Fifty  Thoufand  Ducats  to 
the  Pope,  Thirty   Thoufand    as  foon  as 
Federigo  fliould  have  releafed  Gta7i  Gior^ 
dano,  and  Fagclo  Orjini  (for  Virginio  had 
died  a  few  Days  before  in  CaJieldeW  UovOy 
either  of  a  Fever,  or,  as  fome  believed,  of 
Poifon)   and  the  other  Twenty  Thoufand 
in  Eight  Months,  and  that  Anguillara,  and 
Cervetrij  fhould  be  depofited  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Cardinals  Afcatiio  and  Sa?i  SeverinOy 
as  a  Security  for  the  Payment :   That  all 
the  Prifoners  taken  at  the  Battle  of  Soriano 
fhould  be  fet  at  Liberty,  except  the  Duke 
pf  Urbino,  on  whofe  Freedom,  tho'  the 
AmbafTadors  of  the  Allies  laboured  hard 
to  obtain  it,  the  Pope  did  not  infifl,  b^caufe 
Jie  knew  that  the  OrJini  had  it  not  in  their 
Power  to  provide  the  Money  ftipulated, 
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any  other  Way  than  by  that  Duke's  Ran- 
fom,  which  was  not  long  after  fettled  at 
Fortv^  Thoufand  Ducats,  with  a  Condi- 
tion annexed,  that  he  fhould  not  be  fet  at 
Liberty  till  Pagolo  Vitelliy  who,  at  the  Sur- 
render of  Atella^  became  a  Prifoner  to  the 
Marquis  of  Mantom^  fhould  be  releafed 
without  a  Ranfom, 


As  foon  as  the  Pope  had  difeharged  G(?«/tf/x'tf 
himfelf  of  the  War  of  the  Orfmiy  not  much^^  "  ^'^ 
to  his  Honour,   and  given  Money  to  the 
Troops  conducted  by  Gonfaho,  and  joined 
them  with  his  own,  he  fent  that  General 
on  an  Enterprife  againft  O/?/^,  which  was 
flill  kept  in  PofTelTion  under  the  Name  of 
the  Cardinal  of  San  Piero  in  Vincola ;    but 
a  Battery  was  fcarce  raifed  before  the  Go- 
vernor furrendered  to  Gonfaho  at  Difcreti- 
on.     After  the  Redudion  oiOfiia^  Gonjal- 
vo  entered  Kome  in  a  Kind  of  Triumph,  Enters 
with  One  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  Two  ^''"'^'",, 
Hundred  light  Horfe,  and  Fifteen  Hun- 
dred Foot,  all  Spaniards^  and  with  the  Go- 
vernor led  before  him  as  a  Prifoner,  but  a 
little  after  freed  by  him.  He  was  condu(fled 
$p  the  Pope  fitting  in  Confiflory,  who  re- 
ceived 
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•^.  D.  ceived  him  with  the  greateft  Honours,and 
^^^^'  ^prefented  him  with  the  Rofe,  which  is 
ufually  beftowed  every  Year,  by  the  Pontiff, 
as  a  Token  of  Efteem  and  Honour.  Af- 
ter this  he  returned  to  join  King  Federigo^ 
who  had  attacked  the  State  of  the  Prefed:  of 
^ome,  and  poffeffed  himfelf  of  all  the 
Towns  which  the  King  of  France^  in  his 
Acquifition  of  the  Kingdom,  had  taken 
from  the  Marquis  of  Pefcara^  and  be- 
ftowed on  the  Prefed.  He  had  alfo 
taken  Sora  and  Arci^  but  not  the  Caftles, 
and  had  laid  Siege  to  Fort  Gugliena,  hav- 
ing obtained,  by  Treaty,  the  State  of 
Count  Ulroefo,  before  hfc  fold  the  Dutchy 
of  Sora  to  the  Prefed. 

In  the  Midfl,  however,  of  all  this 
Profperity  Federigo  Was  not  without  Anxi- 
eties and  Troubles,  that  were  occalioned 
him  as  well  by  his  Friends  (for  Go?tfaho 
kept  part  of  Calabria  in  the  Name  of  the 
Sovereigns  of  Spain)  as  from  his  reconciled 
Enemies.  For  the  Prince  of  Bifignano  one 
Evening  coming  out  of  Caftel  delF  Uovo,  be- 
ing dangerouily  wounded  by  a  certain 
Creekj  the  Prince   of  Salerno  was  under 

fuch 
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fuch  terrible  Apprehenfions  that  this  was  ^'   ^• 
done  by  the  King's  Orders,  in  Revenge  of  < 
former  Injuries,  that,  without  dilTembling 
the  Caufe  of  his  Sufpicion,  he  immediate- 
ly quitted  NapleSy  and  went  to  Salerno^ 
And  tho'  the  King,  to  juftify  himfelf,  or- 
dered the  Greek,  that  was  in  Prifon,  to  be 
put  into  his  Hands,  in  order  to  convince 
him  that  this  Fad:  was  perpetrated  by  the 
Fellow,  to  revenge  an  Injury  the  Prince  of 
Bifignano  had  fome  Years  before  done  him 
in  the   Perfon  of  his  Wife  5  yet,  as  it  is 
not  an   eafy  Matter,  after  long  and  deep 
Enmities,  to  eflablifh  a  fincere  Reconcili- 
ation, which  is  commonly  prevented  either 
by  Sufpicion,  or  Defire  of  Revenge,  fo  the 
Prince  could  never  bring   himfelf,   after 
this,    to     truft    Federigo.       This   giving 
Hopes    to  the  French ,  who  were  ftill  in 
PofTefTion    of    Mo?ite    Sanf  A?igelo,    and 
fome  other  ftrong  Places,  of  railing  feme 
new  Commotions,  was  the  Caufe  of  their 
perfevering    with    the  greater  Conflancy 
in  defending  themfelves. 


GREATiilt 
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Greater  Dangers  were  at  this  Time 
apprehended  in  Lombardy  from  the  Mo- 
tions of  xhtFrench,  who  were,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  fecure  from  the  Menaces  of  the  Spa-^ 
niards.  For  after  there  had  pailed  be- 
tween them  fome  flight  Attacks,  and  a 
Show  of  War,  rather  than  any  remarka- 
ble Adlion,  except  that  the  French,  in  a 
very  fhort  Time,  took  and  burnt  the  Town 
of  Saujfes,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  fet  on 
Foot  between  thofe  Kings  j  and  to  facili- 
tate the  Negotiation  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms 
was  agreed  on  for  two  Months.  Charks, 
on  that  Occafion,  found  himfelf  enabled 
to  attend  with  more  Readinefs  to  the  Af- 
fairs of  Ge?wa  and  Savona  ;  and  having 
already  fent  to  u^Ji  One  Thoufand  Lances, 
and  Three  Thoufand  Swifs,  with  the  fame 
Number  of  Gafcons ;  he  gaye  Orders  to 
Trhiilzi,  his  Lieutenant  in  Italy ,  to  afTift 
Battiflino  and  Vincola,  deligning,  befides 
thefe  Forces,  to  fend  back  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  with  a  great  Army,  in  order  to 
undertake  the  Conqueft  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Milan  in  his  own  Name.  And,  to  faci- 
litate the  Enterprife  on  Gcnoa^  he  fent  Ot- 

taviano 
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iavimio    Fregofo    to    the  FlorentmeSy    re-  ^-   ^' 
quiring  them  to  attack  at   the  fame  timeu-^^^ 
the  Liiniz^ana  and  the  Eaflern  Riviera^^^^^^' 

'  tion 

and  ordered  Pagolo  Battijla  Fregofo  with  agamft 
Six  Gallies  to  annoy  the  Weflern.  This^"""^* 
Movement  was  a  great  Terror  to  the  Duke 
oi  Milan,  who  was  not  fufficiently  pre- 
pared of  himfelf,  nor  had  as  yet  received 
the  promifed  Succours  of  the  Venetians-^ 
fo  that,  if  it  had  been  continued  by  proper 
Means,  it  would  have  produced  important 
Effedls,  and  more  eafily  in  the  Dutchy  of 
Milan  ^than  at  Genoa.  For  in  this  City 
Gianlidgi  dal  Fiefco  and  the  Adorniy  by 
the  Mediation  of  hodovico,  being  recon- 
ciled, had  inlifted  a  good  Number  of 
Foot,  and  had,  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Venetians  and  Lodovico,  fitted  out  a  Fleet, 
which  was  joined  by  Six  Gallies  fent  by 
Federigo ;  for  the  Pope,  retaining  the 
Name  of  a  Confederate  more  in  Counfels 
and  Shews  than  in  Works,  was  unwilling 
in  thofe  Dangers  to  be  at  any  Charge  either 
for  Land  or  Sea-Service.  In  the  Progrefs 
of  this  Expedition  Battiftino  attended  by 
^rivulzio  marched  to  Novi,  a  Town  of 
which  Battijlino  had  been  deprived  by  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Mik?2,  tho'  the  Caftle  ftill  held 
,out  for  him.  At  their  Approach  Count 
GajazzOi  who  was  poiled  in  the  Town 
with  Sixty  Men  at  Arms,  Two  Hundred 
light  Horfe,  and  Five  Hundred  Foot, 
thinking  it  not  tenable  retired  to  Serra' 
jv^;  'valle.  By  the  Acquifition  of  Novi  the 
taken.  Exiles  were  not  a  little  increafed  in  Repu- 
tation, for,  befides  its  being  a  Place  capa- 
cious of  a  numerous  Garrifon,  it  obftrudled 
the  Paffage  from  Milan  to  Genoa ^  and  by 
its  Situation  was  very  commodious  for  an- 
noying the  circumjacent  Places.  After 
this  Battijiino  took  PofTeffion  of  fome  other 
Towns  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Noviy 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  Cardinal  with 
Two  Hundred  Lances  and  Three  Thou- 
fand  Foot  took  Veiitimiglta^  and  approached 
Savona-,  but  the  People  within  making 
no  Motion,  on  Advice  that  Giovmmi 
Adorno  was  approaching  with  a  great  Body 
of  Foot,  he  retired  to  Altare,  a  Town  of 
the  Marquis  of  MonferratOy  Eight  Miles 
diilant  from  Savana, 

The  Beginning  of  the Enterprife,  con- 
duced by  TrivulziOi  was  of  greater  Mo- 
ment. 
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ment.     That  General,  defirous  of  an  Op-  ^-   ^• 
portunity   for  kindling    the   War  in  the^^J^^-^ 
Dutchy  of  Milan,  though  by  the  King's 
Orders  he  was  dire<5led  to  attend  firfl  the 
Affairs  of  Genoa  and   Savona,   feized  on 
Bofco,  2L  Town  of  Importance  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Alejfandria,    under  a  Pretence 
that,  for  the  Security  of  the  Forces  ih2Xfri'vulzi9 
were  marched  into  the  Riviera,  it  was^^^^^^ 
neceflary  to  prevent  the  PalTage  of  the 
Troops  of  the  Duke  of  Milan  from  Alef* 
fandria  into  the  Territory  o^  Genoa.  How- 
ever,  not    manifeftly  to   contravene   the 
King's  Commands,  he  advanced  no  fur- 
ther, and  fo  loft  a  very  favourable  Oppor- 
tunity :  For   the  whole  Country  around 
was  in  a.  very  great  Commotion   on  the 
Seizure  of  Bofco,  fome  out  of  Fear,  and 
others  from  a  Defire  of  Change ;  the  Duke 
had  on  that  Side  no  more  than  Five  Hun- 
dred Men  at  Arms,  and  Six  Thoufand 
Foot  J  and  GaleazzOy   who  was  in  Alef- 
fandria,  began  to  defpair  of  defending  iC 
without  a  greater  Force  -,    and   Lodovico 
himfelf,   no  lefs  fearful  at  this  Event  than 
he  was  by  Nature  under  all  other  Mis- 
fortunes, requefted  of  the  Duke  of  Fer- 

rara 
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\^.  D.  rara  to  interpofe  his  Mediation  for  effed;- 
^^^''  ,ing  fome  Agreement  between  him  and  the 
King  of  Fra?2ce.  But  'Trividzio,  by  his 
flopping  between  Bojco  and  Noviy  gave 
Time  to  Lodovico  to  provide  himfeif,  and 
to  the  Venetiam,  who,  very  readily  con- 
curring to  his  Defence,  had  before  fent 
Fifteen  Hundred  Foot  to  Gerioa^  to  fend  a 
great  Number  of  Men  at  Arms  and  hght 
Horfe  to  Akjpindria,  and  at  laft  to  order 
Count  Pitiglia?20y  their  Commander"  in 
chief,  the  Marquis  of  Mantoua  having 
left  their  Service,  to  march  with  the  greatefl 
Part  of  their  Forces  to  the  Affiftance  of 
that  State. 

Thus  the  Expedition  againft  Genocty 
commenced  with  fuch  great  Hopes,  prov- 
ing abortive,  BattiJlinOy  quite  difappointed 
of  his  Purpofe,  becaufe  the  City  was  too 
well  provided  to  fear  any  Commotion,  re- 
turned to  join  ^rivulzio,  alledging  that 
his  Defigns  failed  of  Execution  becaufe 
the  Florentines  had  not  attacked  the  Eaftern 
Riviera.  They  had,  indeed,  judged  it  by 
no  means  a  prudent  Meafure  to  intanglc 
themfelves  in  a  War  before  the  Affairs  of 

the 
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■  the  French  and  their  Arms  appeared  more   '^-  ^^ 
proiperous  and  more   powerful.     Vincola^^.^^ 
alio  joined  Trivulzio,  having  done  nothing 
beiides  taking  Ibhie  Towns  belonging  to 
the  Marquis  of  Finakj  becaufe  he  had  inte- 
refted  himfelf  in  the  Defence  of  Savofia, 

When  the  French  had  got  all  their 
Forces  united,  they  made  fome  Excurfions 
-towards  Caflellaccio^  a  Place  near  Bofco^ 
lately  fortified  by  the  Duke's  Generals. 
But  the  Army  of  the  Allies  which  af- 
fembled  at  Alexandria  daily  increaling, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  the  Fremh  begin- 
ning to  want  Money  and  Provifions,  and 
the  Officers  fhewing  an  Impatience  of  fub- 
mitting  to  the  Orders  of  Trhiilzio^  he 
was  obliged,  after  leaving  Garrifons  in 
Novi  and  Bofco,  to  retire  with  the  Army 
under  the  Walls  of  AjJi.  It  was  believed 
that  this  Enterprife  was  injured  and  ob- 
flrudted,  as  we  fee  it  frequently  happen, 
by  the  Diviiion  of  the  Troops  into  feve- 
ral  Bodies,  and  that  if  they  had  been  all 
at  firft  direded  to  march  againfl  Ge?ioa 
they  would,  perhaps,  have  met  with  better 
Succefs,    becaufe,   befides  the  Inclination 

Vol.  11.  M  of 
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^'  ^'  of  the  Fadions,  and  the  Refentment  oc- 
L— y^l^  cafioned  by  the  Affair  of  Pieira  Santa, 
Part  of  the  German  Horfe  and  Foot  fent  to 
Genoa  by  the  Duke  of  Milan,  after  flaying 
there  a  few  Days,s  broke  up  on  a  fudden, 
and  fet  out  on  their  Return  to  Germany, 
It  is  poffible  alfo  that  the  fame  Perfons 
who  the  Year  before  hindered  the  PalTage 
of  the  King  into  Italy,  and  the  ReUef  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples;  might  ufe  the 
fame  Arts  in  obftruding  the  prefent  En- 
terprife  by  the  Difficulty  of  the  Prepara- 
tions J  and  the  more  probable,  as  it  was 
reported  that  the  Duke  of  Milan,  who  had 
laid  heavy  Taxes  on  his  Subjects,  had  been 
very  Hberal  to  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  and 
to  fome  others  who  had  great  Intereft  with 
the  King,  the  Cardinal  of  »S^.  Malo  him- 
felf  coming  in  for  his  Share  in  the  Dif- 
grace  as  well  as  in  the  Money.  But  be 
that  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  that  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  who  was  appointed  and  mighti- 
ly follicited  by  the  King  to  pafs  to  jijli, 
made  all  the  Preparations  neceiTary  for 
fuch  an  Expedition,  but  delayed  to  fet 
out,  either  becaufe  he  diftrufled  the  Con- 
tinuance of   the    Proviiions    that    were 

making,. 
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making,  or,  as  many  interpreted   it,  be-  ^-   ^• 
caufe  he  was  loth  to  leave  the  Kingdom,'  ''' 
the    King    being  continually   indifpofed, 
and  in  cafe  of  his  Death   without  Male 
liTue  the  Crown  defcending  to   him  and 
his  Heirs. 

But  the  King,  being  difappointed  la 
his  Hopes  of  efFeding  a  Change  in   Genoa 
and   Savondy    refumed   the    Negotiations 
which  were  begun  with  the  Sovereigns  of 
Spairiy    and  were  retarded   by   only   one 
Difficulty,  which  was,  that  the  King  of 
France y  defirous  to  remain  in   Readinefs 
for  the  Undertaking   on   this    Side    the 
Mountains,  refufed  to  have  the  Affairs  of 
Italy  comprehended  in  the  Truce  of  which 
they  were  treating,  and  the  Sovereigns  of 
Spaiuy  pretending  that  they  made  no  Diffi- 
culty of  confenting   to  his  Will   in  any 
other  Refpedt  than  what  concerned  their 
Honour,  inlifled  on  comprehending  them, 
becaufe,  it  being  the  common  Intention  of 
both  Parties  to  make  a  Truce  in  order  io 
facilitate   the   treating   of  a   Peace,    they 
might  with  the  greater  Decency  break  off 
from   the  Confederacy  which   they   had 
M  2  cent  railed 
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•^'   ^-  contraded  with  the  Italians.     For  which 
L_„-^-i_PnrpnrPj  aftcf  fcveral  EmbafTies  from  one 
Party  to  another,  the  Spanijh  Artfulnefs  at 
laft  prevailing,  as  is  almorc  eonftantly  the 
Cafe,    a   Truce  was  concluded   between 
them  for  themfelves,  and   for   their  Sub- 
iedls  and  Dependents,  and  for  thofe  whom 
either  of  them  fhoiild  nominate.      The 
Truce  was  to  begin  between  the  Princi^ 
pals  on  the  Fifth  Day  of  March,  but  for 
the  Nominated  not  till  Fifty  Days  after, 
and  was   to  continue  in   Force   for   the 
whole   Month  of  OBober  next.       Each 
Party  nominated  thofe  Italian  Potentates 
and  States  that  were  their  Allies  and  Ad- 
herents,   and   the   Sovereigns  of    Spainy 
among  the  reft,    nominated  King   Fede- 
rigo  and  the  Pifans.     It  was  agreed  aifo  to 
hold  a  Congrefs  at  Montpelier  for  treating 
of  a  Peace,  whither  the  other  Allies  might 
fend   Ambafladors.      In  this  Negotiation 
wuh^W"^^^^  the  Sovereigns  of  Spain  gave  Hopes  of 
finding  fohie  juft  Reafon  for  joining  with 
the  King  of  Fratice  againft  the  Italians^ 
jpropofing  from  that  Time  to  divide  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  between  themfelves. 
This  Truce,  though  made  without   the 

Participation 


THE  WARS  IN  IT  A  L  r.         165 

Participation  of  the  Italian  Confederates,  ^'  ^• 
was  however  acceptable  to  all,  and  efpeci- 
allytothe  Duke  of  M//^;/,  who  was  very 
defirous  that  the  War  fhould  be  removed 
from  his  own  Dominions. 

But  as  there  was  Liberty  for  acSting  of- 
fendvely  in  Italy  till  the  25th  oi  Aprils 
Trivulzi  and  Bdttijlijio^  in  Conjunction 
with  Serenon^  returned  into  the  Weftern 
'Riviera  with  Five  Thoufand  Men,  and  at- 
tacked the  Town  of  Albenga,  and  had  al- 
moft  carried  the  Place  at  the  firft  AiTault, 
when  entering  in  a  diforderly  Manner  they 
were  beaten  out  aG:ain  bv  an  inconfidera- 
ble  Number  of  the  Enemy.  They  next 
entered  the  Marquifate  of  Finale,  to  give 
Occafion  for  the  Italian  Army  to  come  to 
its  Relief,  a^^d  in  that  Cafe  to  afford  an 
Opportunity  for  bringing  on  an  Engage- 
ment. This  not  fucceeding,  they  did  no- 
thing farther  of  Moment,  efpecially  as  the 
Difagreement  amongil:  the  general  Offir 
cers  increafed,  and  the  Payments  grew  eve- 
ry Day  flacker,  on  account  of  the  Truce. 
At  this  Time  the  Confederates  had  reco- 
vered all  the  Places  they  had  loft,  except 
M  3  Novi, 
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Noviy  which  was  attacked  by  Count  Ga- 
tjazzo,  and  tho'  he  was  repulfed,  the  Place 
at  laft  capitulated,  fo  that  nothing  remain- 
ed to  the  French,  of  all  the  Places  they  had 
taken,  but  a  few  fmall  Towns  in  the  Mar- 
quifate  of  Finale.     During  thefe   Diftur- 
bances  the  Duke  of  Savoy y  who  was  court- 
ed by  all  Parties  with  great  GiFers,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Monjerrato,  the  Tutelage   of 
whom  had,  by  the  King  of  the  Romans^ 
been   fettled  on  Cofiantino  di  Macedonia^ 
would   neither  declare  for  the  King  of 
France  nor  the  Allies, 

No  Tranfa^aion  of  Moment  happened 
this  Year  between  the  Florentines  and 
FiJanSy  tho'  the  War  was  flill  profecuted, 
except  that  Four  Hundred  light  Horfe,  and 
Fifteen  Hundred  Foot  of  the  Pifajis,  under 
the  Command  of  Giajipagolo  Manfrone^ 
marched  to  retake  a  Redoubt  which 
they  had  eredled  at  the  Lake,  and  loft 
when  Coefar  broke  up  from  Livorno,  and 
Count  Rimiccioy  on  Advice  of  their  Moti- 
on, put  himfelf  on  his  March  with  a  good 
Body  of  Horfe,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Place, 
by  the  Way  of  Uvorno  ^  and  the  Pifani 

not 
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not  Imagining  they  could  be  attacked  but  ^-  ^• 
by  the  Way  of  Pontadera^  he  came  upon<  ^ 
them  as  they  were  ftorming  the  Redoubt, 
and  eafily  put  them  to  Flights  taking  a 
great  Number  Prifoners.  But  the  Truce 
occafioned  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  between 
the  Parties,  tho'  accepted  with  an  ill  Will 
by  the  Florentines y  becaufe  they  judged  the 
giving  of  Time  to  the  Pifans  to  fetch 
Breath,  unfavourable  to  their  Affairs  -,  and 
becaufe  their  Jealoufy  oiPiero  de  Medici y 
who  was  continually  plotting,  and  their 
Apprehenfions  from  the  Troops  of  the  Ve- 
netians in  Pifa^  obliged  them  to  continue 
the  fame  Expences  notwithflanding  the 
Truce. 

Thus  Arms  having  been  laid  afide,  or 
juft  on  the  Point  of  being  fo,  every  where, 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  tho*  in  his  late  Dan- 
gers he  had  fhewn  himfelf  perfe<5tly  fatif- 
fied  with  the  Venetian  Senate  for  their 
ready  AfTiftancej  publicly  extolling,  in 
.lofty  Speeches,  the  Venetian  Power  and 
Virtue,  and  praifing  Gicaan.  GaleazzOy  the 
fiifl  Duke  of  Milan,  for  his  prudent  Fore- 
M  4  fight 
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A.  D  fight  in  entrufting  the  Execution  of  his 
^^97-  <^.j,  t(^  the  pj^ith  of  that  Senate  *,  yet  he 
could  not  bear  that  the  Game  of  Fijdy 
ilarted  and  purfued  by  him  with  fuch  great 
Fatigue,and  fo  many  Arts,  fhould  remain  in 
theirHands,  which,  as  it  manifertly  appear- 
ed, was  hke  to  be  the  Event.  Wherefore, 
to  procure  by  Policy  what  he  could  not 
obtain  by  Force,  he  contrived  that  the 
Popeand  the  Ambafiadors  of  the  Sovereigns 
oi  Spain,  who  were  all  jealous  of  the  exor- 
bitant Greatnefs  of  the  Venetians,  fliould 
propofe  it  as  their  Opinion,  that,  in  order  to 
deprive  the  French  of  all  Footing  in  Italy, 
and  to  reftore  Peace  and  Harmony  among 
all  its  Members,  it  would  be  necelTary  to 
induce  the  Florentines  to  enter  into  the 
common  League,  by  reinfhating  them  in 
the  Pcfiefiion  of  Fifa^  lince  no  other 
Means  could  effedually  induce  them  to  it. 
For  as  long  as  they  remaiued  in  a  State  of 
Separation  from  the  other  Powers,  they 

never 

*  He  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  their  Behaviour,  that 
when  x!ti^  Venetian  Proveditors  came  to  Milan,  he  ordered 
it  K>  be  proclaimed  that,  under  great  Penalties,  the  fam? 
|lefpeift  fhould  be  paid  them^  as  was  to  his  own  Per  Ion, 
Bembe. 


•497- 
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never  ceafed  Simulating  the  King  of  Frrt;/<:p  A.  D 
to  pafs  into  Italy,  and  if  he  fliould  pafs, 
they  might  with  their  Money  and  Troops, 
cfpecially  as  they  were  fituated  in  the 
Heart  oi  Italy,  produce  EfFeds  of  no  fmall 
Importance. 

This  Propofal  was  contradided  by  the 
Venetian  Ambailador  as  highly  prejudici- 
al to  the  common  Safety,  reprefenting  that 
fuch  was  the  Propenfity  of  the  'Florentines 
to  the  King  of  France,  that  even  the  con- 
ferring this  Obligation  upon  them  would 
not  warrant  their  putting  any  Confidence 
in  them,  unlefs  they  gave  fuffieient  Securi- 
ty for  the  Performance  of  what  they  might 
promife  j  and  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  great 
Moment,  no  Security  was  {^jfficient  but 
the  depofiting  Li'vorfjo  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Confederates.  This  was  artfully  fug- 
gefted  by  him,  that,  as  he  knew  they  would 
never  confent  to  depofit  a  Place  of  fo  much 
Importance  to  their  State,  he  might  have 
the  more  Room  to  oppofe  the  Motion. 
And  the  Affair  fucceeding  afterwards  as 
he  had  imagined,  he  took  Occafion  to  in^ 
veigh  againll  the  Propofal  with  fo  much 
♦  Veil?- 
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A'  D.  Vehemence,  that  the  Pontiff  and  the  Am- 
t,,!^^  bafTador  of  the  Duke  of  Milan,  not  think- 
ing it  fafe  to  contradid:  him,  for  fear  of  de- 
taching the  Venetiam  from  their  Alliance, 
the  Debate  was  broken  off.  The  Pope 
then  and  the  Venetians  entered  on  a  new 
Scheme  for  feparating  the  Florentines  ivovn. 
their  Friendship  with  the  French  by  violent 
Means,  the  unhappy  State  of  their  City, 
in  which  were  no  fmall  Divifions  among 
the  Citizens,  occafioned  by  the  Form  of 
Government,  giving  Encouragement  to 
any  Power  that  fhould  think  fit  to  moleft 
them. 

For  in  the  firft  Inflitution  of  the  po^ 

pular  Authority  in  Florence   there  had  not 

A  Plot  a  |3een  introduced  a  Mixture  of  thofe  Tem^ 

^ainftihe  ...  .  •  y     r 

fierrtt.    pcramcnts  which,  together  with  lecuring 
r.'.ia.      ^y  j]yg  Methods  the   common  Liberty, 
might  prevent  the  Republic  from  being 
thrown  into  Confufion  by  the  Ignorance 
,  and  Licentioufnefs  of  the  Multitude.     For 
this  Reafon  the  Citizens  of  better  Rank 
meeting  with  kfs  Refpedl  than  their  Con-E- 
dition feemed-  to  require,  and  the  People 
on  the  other  hand  jealous  of  their  Ambi- 
tion, 
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tion,  Multitudes  alfo  of  mean  Capacities  ^-  ■^• 
frequently  affifting  at  important  Debates,  v-li^ 
and  the  fupreme  Magiftracy,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Deciiion  of  the  moll  difficult 
Affairs,  being  changed  every  two  Months, 
much  Confufion  was  occaiioned  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Republic*.  To  this 
muft  be  added  the  great  Authority  of  Sa- 
^jojiarola,  whofe  Auditors  were  bound  to- 
gether by  a  Sort  of  tacit  Intelligence,  and 
there  being  among  them  many  Citizens  of 
Diftindion,  and  his  Followers  being  alfo 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  the  con- 
trary Opinion,  they  appeared  to  have 
much  the  greater  Share  in  the  Difb'ibution 
of  Places  in  the  Magiftracy  and  of  public 
Honours,  by  which  Means  the  City  be- 
coming manifeftly  divided,  one  Party  ftilj 
clafhed  with  the  other  in  the  public  Coun- 
cils, as  it  happens  in  divided  Cities,  when 
Men  care  not  how  much  they  obftrud  the 

common 

*  We  read  in  fome  Greek  Commentaries,  that  two 
powerful  Ladies  were  perpetually  difturbing  the  public 
Tranquillity  with  their  Contentions  for  Superiority  ;  that 
their  Names  were  Democratia  and  Ariftocratia  ;  by  the 
firft  was  meant  a  Popular,  by  the  fecond  a  Government 
of  Optimates,  or  Nobles.  No  Wonder  then  that  theiv/o- 
y entires  (hould  ever  be  at  Variance,  as  they  had  introducti 
both  thefe  Forms  into  their  P,epublic, 
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common  Good  for  the  Sake  of  lowering 
the  Reputation  of  the  adverfe  Party. 
Thofe  Diforders  were  the  more  dangerous 
becaufe,  befides  the  long  Vexations,  and 
heavy  Expences  borne  by  that  City,  there 
was  that  Year  a  very  great  Dearth,  whence 
it  might  be  prcfumed  that  the  half-ftarved 
Populace  were  deiirous  of  a  Change.  This 
evil  Difpofition  gave  Hopes  to  Piero  de 
Mediciy  who  with  thefe  Opportunities  was 
incited  by  fome  Citizens,  of  eafily  obtaining 
his  Defire.  Confulting  therefore  privately 
with  his  old  Friend  Cardinal  San  Seven'no, 
and  with  AhianOy  and  fecretly  Simulated 
by  the  Venetians^  who  judged  that  the 
Affairs  of  Ftfa  might  be  eftablifhed  by  the 
DiflreiTes  of  the  FJore?2th!eSy  he  refolved  to 
enter  clandeftinely  mto  Flora? ce,  efpecially 
lince  he  was  advifed  that  Bernardo  del 
NcrOy  a  Man  of  Gravity  and  of  mighty  Au- 
thority, and  who  had  long  been  a  Friend  of 
his  Father  and  of  himfelf,  had  been 
created  Gonfaloniere  of  Juflice,  who  was 
the  Head  of  the  fupreme  Magiflracy,  and 
that  there  had  been  eleded  to  the  fame 
Magiflracy  fome  others  whom,  on  account 
of  antient  Dependence,  he  imagined  well 

affed-ed 
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afFc6led  to  his  Grcatnefs.  The  Pope 
gave  his  Conlent  to  this  Defign,  being 
determined  to  feparate  the  Florentines  from 
the  King  of  France  by  rough  Treatment, 
lince  he  had  been  fruiirated  in  his  En- 
deavours to  efFed  it  by  kind  Ufage.  Nor 
was  the  Undertaking  oppofed  by  the  Duke 
of  Milan^  who  was  of  Opinion  that  there 
was  no  folid  Foundation  to  be  laid  for  a 
good  Underftanding  with  Florence,  on 
account  of  the  Diforders  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  tho',  on  the  other  Hand,  he  could 
not  be  pleafed  with  the  Relloration  of 
Fiero,  as  well  on  account  of  the  Injuries 
he  had  done  him,  as  becaufe  he  fufpeded 
that  he  would  depend  too  much  on  the 
Authority  of  the  f^enetians, 

PiERo  then  colleding  together  what 
Money  he  had  of  his  own,  and  what  he 
could  borrow  from  his  Friends,  or  upon 
Credit,  and  affifted,  as  is  fuppofed,  under- 
hand with  a  fmall  Sum  by  the  Venetians^ 
went  to  ^iena^  and  was  followed  by  Ahi- 
ano  with  fome  Horfe  and  Foot,  who  mov- 
ed only  by  Night,  and  out  of  the  main 
Road,  that  his  March  might  be  quite  a  Se- 
cret 
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cret  to  the  Florentines.  At  Sienat  by  the 
Favour  oi  Gianjacopo  and  Pandolfo  Petruc- 
ci,  principal  Citizens  of  that  State,  and 
Friends  of  his  Father  and  of  himfelf,  he 
was  fecretly  fupplied  with  fome  more  Men, 
fo  that  he  fet  out  with  Six  Hundred  Horfe, 
and  Four  Hundred  Foot,  choice  Troops, 
Two  Days  after  the  Commencement  of 
the  Truce,  in  which  the  Senefe  were  not 
comprehended,  towards  Florencey  in  Hopes 
that  arriving,  in  a  manner,  fuddenly,  by 
Daybreak,  he  might  eafily,  either  by 
Means  of  the  Diforder  and  Confufion, 
or  by  a  Tumult  which  he  exped:ed  to  rife 
in  his  Favour,  to  gain  an  Entrance  into  the 
City.  And  his  Delign  would  not  perhaps 
have  proved  abortive,  had  not  Fortune 
fupplied  the  Negligence  of  his  Adverfaries : 
For  being  advanced  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Night  to  Tavernelki  a  Hamlet  in  the  High 
Road,  with  an  Intent  to  march  the  beit 
Part  of  the  Night,  there  fell  a  very  heavy 
Shower  of  Rain,  which  gave  him  fo 
much  Hindrance,  that  he  could  not  pre- 
fent  himfelf  before  Flore?ice  till  feveral 
Hours  after  Sunrife.  This  Delay  gave 
Time  to  thofe  who  were,  by  Profeflion, 

his 
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his  particular  Enemies  (for  the  Populace 
and  almoft  all  the  reft  of  the  Citizens 
/lood  quietly  expeding  the  IfTue)  to  take 
up  Arms  with  their  Friends  and  Parti- 
fans,  and  to  give  Orders  for  the  fufpedted 
Citizens  to  be  fummoned  by  the  Magif- 
trates,  and  confined  in  the  public  Palace> 
and  to  fortify  the  Gate  that  leads  to  Siena, 
whither  alfo,  at  their  Intreaty,  repaired  Pa- 
gob  Vitelli,  who  in  his  Return  from  Man- 
toua  had  by  Chance  the  Evening  before 
taken  up  his  Lodging  in  Florence.  Hence 
no  Stir  being  made  in  the  City,  Piero 
finding  himfelf  unable  to  force  the  Gate, 
to  which  he  had  approached  within  Bow- 
fhot,  and,aftera  Stay  of  FourHours,  appre- 
hending himfelf  in  Danger  of  being  fur- 
prifed  by  the  Florejttine  Men  at  Arms, 
whom  he  imagined,  as  the  Truth  was,  to 
be  recalled  from  the  Pifan,  returned  to 
Siena.  Here  Alvia?io  parted  from  him^ 
and  being  afterwards  introduced  by  the 
Gnelfs  intoTb^/jhe  plundered  almoft  all  the 
Houfes  of  the  GhibellineSy  and  maflacred 
three  and  fifty  of  the  principal  Perfons  of 
that  Fadion.  His  Example  was  followed 
by  Antonelh  Savelli^   at  his  Entrance  into 

Terniy 
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Temiy  and  by  the  Gaiejcbi,  who,  by  th« 
Favour  of  the  Colonnas,  got  Admiffion  into 
Vtterbo,  in  which  Place,  and  in  the  cir- 
cumjacent Territories  they  retaliated  the 
fame  Meafure  upon  the  Guelfs.  .  The 
Pope  took  no  Notice  of  thefe  Barbarities 
committed  in  his  Dominions,  abhorring 
to  meddle  in  any  thing  that  created  him  an 
Expence  ;  befides,  he  was  by  Nature  void 
of  all  Feeling  for  other  People's  Calami- 
ties, nor  was  he  ever  concerned  at  what 
might  refled:  on  his  Honour,  if  it  did  not 
interfere  with  his  Intereft  or  Pleafures. 
But  he  was  feverely  punifhed  with  dome- 
ftic  Misfortunes,  and  beheld  in  his  Fami- 
ly fuch  tragical  Examples  of  Luft  and  Cru- 
elty, as  are  not  to  be  parallelled  in  the 
mofl  favage  Regions.  For  having  from 
the  very  Beginning  of  his  Pontificate  bent 
all  his  Thoughts  on  augmenting  the 
temporal  Greatnefs  of  the  Duke  of  Can^ 
dia^  his  eldefl  Son,  the  Cardinal  of  ^<;?- 
lenxa^  whofe  Spirit,  being  totally  averfe 
from  the  facerdotal  Profeffion,  afplrcd  to 
the  Exercife  of  Arms,  not  enduring  that 
his  Brother  fliould  fill  the  Place  for  which 
he  thought  himfelf  fo^well  qualified,  and 

befides 
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befides  impatient  at  his  having  a  greater 
Share  in  the  AfFedtions  of  a  Lady  with 
whom  they  were  both  in  Love,  incited  by 
Luftand  Ambition,  powerful  Incentives  to 
the  Commiffion  of  any  fhocking  Piece  of 
Villainy,  caufed  him  one  Night,  as  he  was 
riding  through  Rome  unattended,  to  be  af- 
faflinated,  and  then  to  be  fecretly  thrown 
into  the  I'ider  *.  His  Death  beyond  mea- 
fure  afflidled  the  Pope,  who  was  as  fond  as 
ever  was  a  Father  of  his  Children,  and  not 
accuftomed  to  feel  the  Strokes  of  Fortune; 
itbeing  obfervable  that,  from  his  Childhood 
to  this  Prefent,  he  had  met  with  the  hap- 
pieft  Succefs  in  all  his  Affairs.  And  he 
was  fo  extremely  concerned  that  In  a  Con- 
liftory,  after  he  had,  with  the  greateft  Com- 
pundiion  of  Mind,  and  with  Tears,  heavily 
deplored  his  Mifery,  and  condemned  his 
own  Actions  and  Manner  of  Life  to  that 
Day,  he  protefted,  with  great  Serioufnefs, 
that  he  would  regulate  his  future  Conduct 
by  other  Maxims,  and  inftitute  a  new 
Vol.  IL  N  Way 

•  GioTjio  in  his  Life  of  Gon/ul'vo  Ferrando  writes,  that 
Cafar  Borgia,  after  he  had  fupped  one  Nig^ot  with  his 
Brother,  procured  an  Afiaflin  to  cut  his  Throat,  and  then 
had  him  thrown  into  the  Tiher  at  the  Pillar  by  Campt 
Mariio,  from  whence  he  was  taken  out  two  Days  aftcf 
by  fome  Fifhermen. 
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A.  D.  Way  of  Living,  and  appointed  feme  o£ 
u-,-.'-  the  Cardinals  to  affift  him  in  reforming  the 
Cufloms  and  Orders  of  the  Court.  But 
after  he  had  fpent  fome  Days  in  this  lau- 
dable Work,  on  beginning  to  make  fome 
Difcovery  of  the  Author  of  his  Son'^ 
Death,  which  was  fufpeded  to  have  been 
procured  either  by  Cardinal  AJcanio  or  by 
the  Orfini^  lie  firfl  laid  afide  his  good  In- 
tentions, then  dried  up  his  Tears,  and 
returned  with  more  Lieentioufnefs  than 
ever  to  thofe  Projeds  and  Practices  in 
which  he  had  hitherto  fpent  the  whole 
Courfe  of  his  Life. 

At  this  Time  arofe  new  Dlfturbances 
in  Florence  from  the  Movement  that   had 
been  made  by  Tiero  de  Medici  -,   for  foon 
Plotdif-   after  his  Departure  came  to   Light   the 
covered.  Correfpondence  he  held  in  the  Place,  on 
which  Occalion  many  noble  Citizens  were 
imprifoned,   and  others  fled.     After  law- 
ful Convidion  and  full  Proof  of  the  Order 
and  Management  of  the  Confpiracy,  Sen- 
tence of  Death  was  pronounced  not  only 
upon  Nicolo  Ridoljly  Lorenzo  T^ornabuoni^ 
Giannozzo  Pucciy  and  Giovanni  Cajnbi  for 

inviting 
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inviting  Picro  to  come  to  Florence^  and  ^-  J>' 
Loj-enzo  for  furnifliing  him  with  Moneys  ^^^'^' 
for  that  Purpofe,  but  alfo  on  Bernardo  del 
Nero,  who  was  only  charged  with  being 
confcious  to  the  Plot  and  not  revealing  it. 
But  this  Offence,  which  by  itfelf  is  capi- 
tal according  to  the  Florentine  Statutes,  and 
the  Interpretation  which  moft  Lawyers 
give  to  the  common  Law,  was  rendered 
more  heinous  in  him  by  his  being  Gon- 
faloniere  when  Fiero  came  to  Floreftce, 
iince  he  was  the  more  obliged  in  that  high 
Station  to  difcharge  the  Duty  of  a  public 
Perfonthan  of  one  in  a  privateCapacity.  But 
the  Relations  of  the  condemned  Perfon 
haying  appealed  from  the-Sentence  to  the 
grand  Council  of  the  People,  by  Virtue  of 
a  Law  that  was  made  when  the  popular 
Government  was  eftabliflied,  thofe  who 
had  been  the  Authors  of  the  Condemna- 
tion confulting  together,  and  apprehenfive 
that  a  Compaflion  on  the  Age  and  No- 
bility, asd  the  Number  of  Relations  of 
the  Criminal  might  prevail  on  the  Af- 
fedlions  of  the  People  to  mitigate  the  Se- 
'  verity  of  the  Judgment,  obtained  that  it 
iliould  be  referred  to  a  Confultation  of  a 
N  2  lelTer 
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lelTer  Number  of  Citizens  whether  it  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  profecute  the  Appeal  or 
to  prohibit  it ;  where   the  Number  and 
Authority  of  thofe  prevailing  who    faid 
that  it  was  a  dangerous   Thing,  and  apt 
to  excite    Sedition,    and  that   the  Laws 
themfelves  allowed  that  to  avoid  Tumults 
the  Laws  might,  in  the  like  Cafes,  be  dif- 
penfed  with,    feveral  Members  of  the  fu- 
preme  Magiflracy  were,   by  preffing  Im- 
portunities, and  almcft  by  Force  and  Me- 
naceSi    conftrained  to  confent  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  Interpofition  of  the  Ap- 
peal, Execution  jQiould  be  done  the  fame 
Night.   The  mofl  zealous  Sticklers  in  this 
Affair  were  the  Favourers  of  Savonarola^ 
who  was  reproached  for  not  difluading  the 
People,  and  efpecially  his  Followers,  from 
the  Violation  of  a  Law  which  but  a  few 
Years  before  had  been  propofed  by  him- 
felf  as  highly  falutary,  and  in   a  manner 
neceflary  for  the  Prefervation  of  Liberty^ 


In  this  fame  Year  Federtgo  King  of  Na- 
UnJiLiP^^^  obtained  the  Invefliture  of  the  King- 
and        dom  from  the  Pope,  and  was   crowned 
crowned.  ^,jj|^  ^^.^^^  Solemnity.     After  this  he  re- 
covered. 
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covered  by  Compofition  Monte  di  Sant*  ^-  ■^• 
Agnolo,  which  had  been  valiantly  defended 
by  Don  'Julian  of  Lorrain^  left  Governor 
by  the  King  of  Fra?2ce^  and  alfo  Civita  and 
other  Towns  in  the  PoiTeilion  of  Carlo  di 
Sanguine ;  and  having,  as  foon  as  the 
Truce  was  expired,  driven  quite  out  of  the 
Kingdom  the  Prefect  of  Kome^  he  hafted 
to  do  the  fame  by  the  Prince  of  Saletiio, 
who  at  laft  being  befieged  in  the  Caftle  of 
Diano,  and  forfaken  by  every  body,  ob- 
tained Leave  to  depart  in  Safety  with  his 
Effeds,  leaving  that  Part  of  his  State  which 
he  had  not  yet  loft  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Prince  of  Bijignano^  on  Condition  that 
he  {hould  give  it  up  to  Federigo  as  foon 
as  he  fhould  have  Advice  of  his  fafe  Arrival 
at  Senigaglia. 

A  T  the  End  of  this  Year,  the  Congrefs 
(which  had  been  transferred  from  Mont- 
fellier  to  Narbonne)  having  before  been  in- 
terrupted by  the  immoderate  Demands  of 
the  Sovereigns  of  Spain,  the  Negotiations 
were  renewed  between  thofe  Kings,  the 
fame  Difficulties  ftill  recurring.  For  the 
K-ing  of  France  was  determined  to  confent 
N  3  to 
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■^'  ^'  to  no  Agreement  in  which  Italy  fliould  be 
,„— \^|_j  comprehended^  and  the  Sovereigns  of 
Spain  thought  it  hard  to  leave  him  at  free 
Liberty  to  reduce  that  Country  under  his 
Subjedion,  and  yet  were  defirous  to  have 
no  War  with  him  on  the  other  Side  the 
Mountains,  a  War  very  troublefome  to 
them,  and  in  which  they  could  exped  no 
manner  of  Advantage.  At  length  a  Truce 
was  concluded  between  them,  which  was 
to  laft  till  retraced,  and  Two  Months 
longer.  In  this  Truce  were  compre- 
hended none  of  the  Italia?!  Potentates,  to 
whom  the  Sovereigns  of  Spain  notifying 
it  alledged,  that  they  had  as  much  Right  to 
make  it  without  the  Privity  of  the  Con- 
federates, as  the  Duke  of  Milan  had  to 
agree  to  the  Treaty  at  Vercelli  without  their 
Knowledge ;  and  that  having,  when  the 
Leafyue  was  made,  opened  a  War  in 
FrancCy  and  carried  it  on  for  m.any  Months 
without  receiving  the  promifed  Subfidies 
of  Money  from  the  Confederates,  tho* 
they  had  jufl  Caufe  to  have  no  more  Con- 
cerns with  thofe  who  had  difappoiated 
them,  they  had  yet  feveral  Times  lignified 
to  them  that  if  they  pleafed  to  pay  them 

the 
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the  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Ducats,  ^'  D. 
which  they  owed  them,  for  the  War  they^Jl^ 
had  made,  they  would  be  content  to  accept 
them  in  Account  for  future  Operations, 
having  refolved  to  enter  France  with  a 
very  powerful  Army.  But  the  Confede- 
rates having  given  no  Satisfaction  on  thefe 
Demands,  nor  to  their  Faith,  nor  to  the 
comm.on  Benefit,  and  their  Majefties  per- 
ceiving that  the  League  made  for  the  Li- 
berty of  Italy  ferved  as  a  Pretence  for  -en- 
croaching on  it,  and  oppreffing  it, 
iince  the  Venetians^  not  contented  with 
getting  into  their  Hands  fo  many  of 
the  Ports  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  had, 
without  any  Right,  polTefled  themfelves  of 
Pifa,  it  feemed  to  them  juft  and  reafonable, 
lincc  others  had  confounded  the  common 
Caufe,  to  provide  for  their  own  by  a  Truce, 
tho'  made  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  it  might 

to 

be  called  rather  an  Admonition  than  a 
Delire  to  feparate  from  the  League,  for  it 
^as  always  in  their  Power  to  diflblve  it  by 
Retradion,  which  they  would  do  whenever 
they  fliould  obferve  the  Italian  Pot^entates 
more  fmcerely  difpofed,  and  more  plen- 
.     '      N  4  tifullj 
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^-   ^'  tifully  provided  for  promoting  the  com- 
imon  Benefit. 

The  Spanifi  Monarchs  had  no  entire 
Rehfli  of  the  Sweets  of  this  Peace,  which 
were  allayed  by  the  Death  of  john  Prince 
of  Spain^  only  Son  to  them  both  "*.  About 
the  fame  Time  died  alfo  Filippo  Duke  of 
^avoy^  leaving  an  only  Son  a  Child.  This 
Duke,  after  long  Sufpenfe,  feemed  at  laft 
inclined  to  take  Part  with  theConfederates, 
who  had  promifed  to  allow  him  a  yearly 
Sublidy  of  Twenty  Thoufand  Ducats, 
His  Faith,  however,  was  fufpeded,  and  he 
flood  in  fo  dubious  a  Light  with  them  all, 
that  if  the  King  of  France  fhould  make 
any  extraordinary  Efforts,  they  could  not 
promife  themfelves  much  from  his  Af-* 
l^flance. 

At  the  End  of  this  Year  alfo  the  Duke 
oiFcrrara  reftored  the  Caflelletto  of  Genoa, 
depofited  in  his  Hands  two  Years  before, 
to  Lodovico,  his  Son-in-Law.  But  be- 
fore this  he  applied  to  the  King  of  France, 

to 

*  The  Prince  of  Spaiit  was  married  to  Margaref, 
Maximilian  Ca/ar's  Daughter. 
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to  demand  that,  according  to  the  Articles 
of  Vercelli^  he  might  be  reimburfed  of  one 
Half  of  the  Charges  he  had  been  at  in 
keeping  the  Garrifon.  Charles  did  not  re- 
fufe  Payment,  provided  the  Duke  would 
depofit  theCaftelletto  in  his  Hands  i  which, 
he  faid,  he  ought  to  do,  becaufe  Lodovico 
had  violated  that  Treaty.  The  _Duke  re- 
plying, that  this  did  not  appear,  and  that 
to  conflitute  Lodovico  guilty  of  Contuma- 
cy, a  Summons  was  firft  neceflary,  the 
King  offered  to  depoiit  the  Money,  in  or- 
der that,  before  it  was  paid,  it  fliould  be 
proved  that  he  was  bound  to  relign  it  to 
him.  But  Ercole  was  more  influenced  by 
thelnflances  of  the  Fenetiamund  ofhisSon- 
in-Law  to  the  contrary  5  being  moved,  not 
only  by  the  In  treaties  and  Wiles  of  Lodo- 
vicOy  who  had  a  few  Days  before  nominat- 
ed Cardinal  IppolitOj  his  Son,  to  the  Arch- 
blfhoprick  of  Milan^  but  much  more  by 
the  Danger  of  provoking  the  Enmity  of 
fuch  powerful  Neighbours,  at  a  Time 
when  the  Hopes  of  a  French  Invalion  lef- 
fened  every  Day.  He  therefore  recalled 
Ills  Son  Don  Ferrando  from  the  French 
Court,    and  then  reftored  the  Caftellctto 

tQ 
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^-    ^-  to  LodovicOy  who,  at  the  fame  time,  paid 
I  him  all  his  Difbarfements  in    maintaining 
the  Garrilon,   including  that  Share  which 
was   to    have   been  paid    by    the    Kingi 
The  Venetians,  willing  to  make  the  Duke 
a  Return  for  fo  fignal   a  Service,  took  his 
Son  Ferrando  into   their  Pay,  with   One 
Hundred   Men  at    Arms.     Though   the 
Reftoration  of  the  Cailelletto,  in  this  un- 
juftiiiable   Manner,   greatly  concerned  the 
King's  Reputation  in  Italy,  yet  he  fhewed 
no  proper  Refentment :  On  the  contrary, 
when  Ercole  fent  an  AmbafTador  to  mak@ 
Excufes,    ailedging  that  his   Dominions 
lying  contiguous  to  the  Venetians  and  to 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  who  had  fent  him  a 
threatning  Meffage  amounting  to  little  lefs 
than  a  Declaration   of  War,  he  had  been 
forced  to  obey  Neceffity,  the  King  receiv- 
ed and  heard  him  as  coolly  as  if  he  had 
been  talking  of  fome  indifferent  Affair,  as 
might  be  expelled  from  one  who,  befides 
his  Proceeding  as  it  were   by  Chance  in 
all  his  Actions,   continued    in    his   ufual 
Straits  and  Difficulties.     His  DeHre  to  re- 
turn into  Italy  was  as  ardent  as  ever  3  and 
he  never  had  a  fairer  Opportunity,  fince  he 

had 
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had  made  a  Truce  with  Spain,  the  Swifs  ^-  ^ 
had  newly  confirmed  their  Alliance  with  ull^^ 
France,  and  there  were  many  Caufes  for 
Mifunderflanding  amongfl  the  Allies  in 
Italy:  And  yet  the  Artifices  of  the  Courtiers 
rendered  ufelefs  moft  of  thefe  Advantages, 
fome  amufing  him  with  Pleafures,  otLers 
encouraging  him  indeed  to  this  Undertak- 
ing, but  requiring  fuch  powerful  Prepara- 
tions by  Sea  and  Land,  and  fuch  Sums  of 
Money,  as  made  it  impracticable  for  a 
long  Space  of  Time  ;  others  laying  Hold 
of  every  Difificulty  and  Opportunity,  and 
the  Cardinal  of  St.  Malo  not,  failing  in 
his  ufual  Tedioufnefs  in  getting  ready  the 
Money.  Under  fuch  Management  the 
Italian  Expedition  not  only  became  more 
doubtful  as  to  the  Time  it  fhould  be  under- 
taken, but  many  Things  which  were  almofl 
brought  to  Perfediion  were  dropped.  For 
the  Florentines,  for  Inflance,  v/ho  had  ear- 
neflly  foUicited  his  Majefly's  Return,  had  a- 
greed,  as  foon  as  the  War  was  begun ,  to  make 
a  Diverfion  with  their  Forces,  and  for  that 
End  had  concerted  v/ith  Aubig7ii,  that  he 
fhould  come  by  Sea  into  'lufcany  with 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  French  Lances, 

Fiftv 
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•^-  ^'  Fifty  of  which  were  to  be  maintained  at 
;the  Expence  of  the  Republic,  and  to  take 
upon  him  the  Command  of  their  Army. 
And  the  Marquis  of  Mantoua^  who  had 
been  diflionourably  difcharged  from  his 
Command  in  the  Veiietian  Service,  after 
his  glorious  Campaign  of  A/<:2^/t'j,  on  a  Suf- 
picion  of  his  Defign  of  entering  into  the 
French  Pay,  was  now  treating  in  Earneft 
for  that  Purpofe:  And  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
was  confirmed  in  his  Adherence  :  Befides 
thefe  Bentivoglio  promifed  on  the  Arrival 
of  the  French  to  be  at  the  King's  Devotion  ; 
and  the  Pope  himfelf,  after  much  Helita- 
tion  and  Demurring  whether  he  fliould 
join  him,  of  which  he  was  continually 
treating,  had  determined  at  leaft  not  to 
oppofe  him.  But  the  King's  Slownefs 
and  Negligence  put  a  Damp  on  the 
Spirits  of  every  one  :  No  News  was  heard 
of  any  Troops  palling  into  Italy  to  their 
Quarters  at  AJii^  as  had  been  promifed ; 
Aubigni  could  not  receive  his  Difpatches ; 
nor  did  the  King  fend  Money  to  pay  the 
Vitelli  and  the  Orjiniy  who  were  his  own 
Officers,  an  Affair  of  much  Importance  in 
$n  Italian   War  ;    for  which  Reafon  the 

Vitelli 
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Vitelli  were  on  the  Point  of  enlifling  them- 
fclves  in  the  Service  of  the  Venetians^  but 
were  prevented  by  the  Florentines^  v^^ho  not 
having  Time  to  give  the  King  Notice  of 
theirDefigns,  engaged  them,  for  aYear,  into 
the  common   Service    of  the   King   and 
themfelves.     This  was  very  pleafing  to  the 
King  j  but  he  neither  ratified  the  Agree- 
ment,  nor  made    any  Provifion  for    his 
Share  of  the  Payments :    On  the  contrary, 
he  fent  Gemel  to  borrow  of  the  Republic 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Ducats. 
At  laft,  making  his  own  Will,  as   he  fre- 
quently did,  the  Will  of  others  f-,  he  de- 
parted fuddenly  from  Lions,  and  went  to 
Tours,  and  thence  ioAmbois,  with  his  ufual 
Fromife  of  a  fpeedy  Return :  The  News  of 
which  fo  much  difheartened  his  Friends 
in  Italy,  that  Battijiino  Fregojo  reconciled 
himfelf  with  the  Duke  of  Milan,  who, 
taking  Encouragement  from  fuch  Proceed- 
ings, difcovered  d^ily  more  and  more  the 
Ill-will  he  had  conceived   againll  the  Ve- 
netians, 

f  Facentio  delta  Volonta  fua  quella  (PaUri^  regarding 
others  as  Slaves,  who  are  faid  to  have  no  VVill  of  theis 
awn  but  that  of  their  Mafters , 
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A.  D.  netlam  on  account  of  the  Affairs  of  P//2?, 

.i.^2iL,  urging  ^^  Pope  and  Sovereigns  oi  Spain  io 

renew,    but   with    greater  Efficacy,   the 

Negotiation  for  the  Reflitution    of  that 

City. 

On  account  of  this  Negotiation  the  FIo- 
7'cniines  taking  Encouragement,  in  the  Be- 
1498.  ginning  of  the  Year  1498,  fent  an  Ambaf- 
fador  to  Rome,  with  Orders  to  proceed 
with  fuch  Gircumfpedion,  that  the  Pontiff 
a<id  the  others  might  underftand  that,  in 
cafe  Fifa  was  reftored  to  them,  they  would 
unite  wdth  the  others  in  the  Defence  of 
Xtaly  againft  the  French :  And  yet  that 
the  King  of  France^  if  the  Effe(fl  did  not 
follow,  might  have  no  Caufe  to  enter- 
tain any  Sufpicion  of  them.  For  feve- 
ral  Days  this  Affair  was  agitated  in  Kome  : 
The  Pope,  with  theAmbaffadors  oi  Spain ^ 
Milan,  and  Naples,  openly  infifting  with 
the  Venetian  Ambaffador,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  common  Safety,  by  this 
Means  to  induce  the  Florentines  to  unite 
againfl  France,  and  that  his  Senate  fhould 
confent  to  it  with  the  reft  of  the  Allies,  that 
fo  the  Roots,  of  all  Offences  being  extir- 
pated. 
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nated,  there  might  be  no  Caufe  for  any  ^-  ^• 
Power  in  Ifafy   to  invite  the  Ultramon- 
tanes ;  and  if  the  Union  was  obftrud:ed  in 
this  Point,  Matter  might  be  perhaps  admi- 
niftered  to  others  for  forming  newSchemes, 
from    which  might  refult    fome   impor- 
tant Alteration   to  the  Detriment  of  the 
whole  Body.     But  the   Vc?2etiaji   Senate 
abfolutely  refiifed  to  give  Ear  to  fuch  a 
Proportion  ;  and,  covering  their  Ambition 
under   other  Reafons,   anfwered,  by  the 
Mouth  of  their  AmbalTador,  with  grievous 
Complaints,    That  this   Motion  was  not 
made  for  the  public  Good,  but  proceeded 
from  the   malignant  Difpofition   of   one 
of  the  Allies  towards  their  Republic.     For 
the  Florentines  being  warmly  attached  by 
their  Inclinations  to  the  French^  and  per- 
suading themfelves  by  their  Return  to  get 
PolTeffion    of  the  beft    Part   of  Tufcany^ 
there  remained   no  Room  to  doubt  that 
the  reinflating  them   in  Fifa  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  extinguifli  in  them  this  Inclinati- 
on, but  would  rather  prove  a  very  danger- 
ous Step.     For  the  more  potent  they  be- 
came, fo  much  the  more  they  would  have 
it  in  their  Power  to  difturb  the  Peace  of 

Italy. 
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Italy.  That  the  Honour  and  Faith  of  all 
the  Allies  was  concerned  in  this  Affair,  but 
efpecially  that  of  their  Republic  :  For  all 
the  Confederates  had  engaged  at  firft  to 
affifl  the  Pifajjs  in  the  Defence  of  their  Li- 
berty ;  but  in  the  Sequel,  to  fave  Expences, 
had  left  the  whole  Burthen  on  them,  tho* 
for  the  public  Good,  who  had  never 
grudged  either  Money  or  Trouble  on  this 
Account,  thinking  it  too  much  to  their 
Dishonour  to  abandon  them,  or  fail  in  their 
Faith  which  they  had  given  them,  which, 
tho'  others  efleemed  their  own  as  nothing, 
they,  who  were  always  accuftomed  to  ob- 
ferve  it,  would  in  no  refpedt  violate :  That 
it  was  highly  difagreeable  to  the  Venetian 
Senate  to  be  charged,  without  any  Re- 
fped:  at  all,  by  the  reft,  with  what  was  be- 
gun by  common  Confent,  and  profecuted 
for  the  common  Good  5  and  that  they 
fliould,  withfo  much  Ingratitude,  befloned 
for  their  good  Works :  Tho'  the  intolera- 
ble Expence  which  they  had  been  at  in 
this  and  other  Undertakings,  and  the  many 
Troubles  and  Dangers  which  they  had 
undergone  fince  the  League  was  made,  did 
not  demand  fuch  aRecompcnfe,  but  on  the 

contrary 
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contrary  were  of  Opinion  that  they  might 
boldly  fay  that  they  had  faved  Italy.    That 
the  Battle  on  the  River  Taro  was  fought  by 
no   Forces  but  theirs,  and  that  no  Arms 
but  theirs  had  recovered  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples.     What  Army  had  obliged  Nova- 
ra  to  furrender  ?     What  conftrained  the 
King  of  France  to  repafs  the  Alps  .^  Whofe 
Forces  had  oppofed  them  in  Fiedmont^  as 
often  as  he  h?.d  attempted  to  return  ?   Nor 
can   any  one  deny  that   the  principal  Mo- 
tive to  thofe  A(5tions  was  a  Delire  of  the 
Safety  of  Italy.     For  the  Venetians  were 
never  the   firfl  expofed  to  Danger  -,    nor 
were  they  bound  to  corredl  thofe  Diforders 
of  which  they  had  never  been  the  Occaii- 
on.     For  they  did  not  invite  the  King  of 
France  into  Italy ^  nor  accompany  him  with 
their  Forces  after  he  was  arrived  on  that 
Side  the  Mountains  ;   nor  had  they,   by 
their  Parfimony,  endangered  the  common 
Caufe  :  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  Venetian 
Senate,  as  it  was  often  needful,  had  reme- 
died the  Diforders   proceeding  from  the 
Faults  of  others  to  the  common  Detriment. 
If  fuch  Exploits  were  not  acknowledged. 
Vol.  II.  O  or 
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or  were  fo  foon  forgot,  yet  they  would 
not,  out  of  Refentment,  following  the  in- 
excufable  Example  of  others,  forfeit  their 
Faith,  or  a.€t  below  the  Dignity  of  their 
Republic,  fince  the  Security  and  Benefit 
of  all  Ifafy  were  particularly  connected 
with  the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Pifans, 


Whilst  this  Affair  was  debating 
with  open  Difagreement  between  the 
Allies,  a  new  Accident  happened,  that 
produced  EfFedls  very  different  from 
what  the  Public  expelled.  For  on  the 
Night  preceding  the  Eighth  of  ^pj'il 
Death  ofKing  Charles  died  at  Ambois,  of  a  Ca- 
^^^"^Starrh,  called  by  the  Phyficians  an  A- 
poplexy,  which  had  feized  him  while 
he  was  flanding  and  looking  on  the 
Players  at  Tennis;  The  Fit  was  fo  vi- 
olent, that  after  a  few  Hours,  without 
being  removed,  he  expired.  Thus  end- 
ed, abruptly,  a  Life,  whofe  Motions 
rather  fpringing  from  fome  rafli  and 
fudden  Impulfe,  than  direded  by  the 
Rules  of  true  Policy,  occalioned  fo  many 

Revo- 
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llevolutions,  and  gave  fuch  Diilurbance  ^-  ^• 
to  the  public  Repofe  ;  and  would  in  all ,  jj^-^ 
Probability,  had  it  lafted  longer,  have 
been  the  Caufe  of  many  more  Calami- 
ties in  Europe.  For  this  Prince  feemed 
to  have  fet  his  Heart  fo  much  on  his 
darling  Scheme  of  fubjedling  Italy^  that 
it  was  expecfted  he  would  at  length 
have  furmounted  all  Difficulties,  by  his 
own  Refledions  and  ileady  Application, 
affiftcd  by  the  Enemies  of  the  Car- 
dinal, the  grand  Oppofer  of  his  Pro- 
jed.  At  the  Time  of  his  Death,  the 
Italians  were  in  a  State  of  Uncertain- 
ty ;  for  as  his  Motions  varied,  fo  their 
Expedlations  of  his  Paflage  increafed  and 
decreafed  in  Proportion.  It  was  well 
known  the  Pope,  from  a  fond  Defire 
of  exalting  his  Children,  held  private 
Negotiations  with  Charles  ;  and  it  was 
reported  afterwards,  that  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  that  he  might  not  ftand  in  conti- 
nual Fears,  was  acting  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner *.  Charles  dying  without  IlTue,  the 
O   2  Crown 

*  The  Conditions  on  which  Lodonjico  would  have  beep. 
reconciled  to  Charles,  were  the  Banifhment  of  the  Duke 
oi  Orleans  into  t^ormandy,  and  the  Delivery  of  Don  T'r;- 
I'tt/z/o  to  him  ;  which  would  have  been  effected,  if  tht 
King  had  not  died.     Coiio. 
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^'  ^'  Crown  reverted  to  Lewis  Duke  of  Or  learn 
'  ;who  was  the  next  in  Blood  by  the  Male 
Line  :  That  Prince  was  at  Blois,  to  which 
Place  the  Royal  Guards  and  the  whole 
Court,  immediately  on  the  King's  Death; 
reforted ;  after  that  all  the  Lords  of  the 
Kingdom,  one  after  another,  paid  their 
Refpeds,  and  acknowledged  him  for  their 
King,  tho'  there  were  not  wanting  fome 
who  tacitly  murmured  that,  by  the  an- 
tient  Statutes  of  that  Kingdom,  he  had 
forfeited  his  Right  to  the  Crown  by  tak- 
ing up  Arms  againft  it  in  the  War  of 
Bretany* 

Palm-SunDay,  which  was  the  Day 
after  the  Death  of  Charles^  was  the  Period 
of  Savonarola^  Authority  in  Florence. 
Multitudes  of  Complaints  againft  him 
had  been  carried  to  Ro?ne,  where  he  was 
accufed  of  preaching,  in  a  fcandalous 
Manner,  againft  the  bad  Difcipline  and 
Vices  of  the  Clergy  and  Court  of  Rome. 
He  was  further  charged   with    unfound 

Dodlrine, 
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Dodlrine,   and  with  fomenting  Divifions  ^    ^' 
in  Florence.     Forthefe  Mifdemeanours  he(,^_^ 
had    been     feveml    times   fummoned  to 
I\o?ne  by  the  Pope,  but  had  continued  re- 
frad:ory  to  his  Orders,  alledging  divers  Ex- 
cufes  for   his    Difobedience  5    for  which 
he  Was  at  lad  the  Year  before  excommu- 
nicated by  the  Pontiff.     Under  fo  fevere 
a  Cenfure,  he  refrained  for  fome  Months 
from     preaching  -,    and    probably   would 
have  been  abfolved,  had  he  continued  fome 
time  lon2:er  in  the  fame  Submiliion  :  For 
the  Pope  himfelf  defpifed  him,  and  had 
exercifed  his  fpiritual  Arms  more  at  the 
SoUicitations   of  fome  Friars,   who  hated 
Savonarolay   than  from  his  own   Inclina- 
tion.    But  Savonarola  finding  that  by  his 
Silence    his    Intereft   declined,    and  the 
Ends   for  which  he  had  preached  could 
not  be  anfvvered,  defpifing  the  pontifical 
Orders,     returned   again   to  his    Office  ;  ' 
a/Terting   that    the  Cenfures   pronounced 
againfl   him  were  unjuft  and  invalid,  as 
contrary  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  .  perni- 
O  ^  nic|ou3 
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nicious  to  the  public  Welfare  ;  and  at  the 
fame    time    inveighed    with   the  greateft 
Vehemence   againll    the  Pope,    and  the 
Court  of  Rome,     This  occalioned  a  very 
great  Tumult:     For  his    Enemies,  who 
got  Ground  ^veryDay,  ftirred  up  thePopu- 
lace,  who,  above  all  Things,  abhorred  Dif- 
obedience  to  the  Pope ;  and  had  him  re- 
primanded by   fome  in  the  Government, 
for  his   Audacioufnefs,  which  tended  to 
alienate  the  Pope's  Affedions   from   the 
Florentines y  at  a  Jundure  when   he  was 
treating  with  the  AUies  for  the  Reftitution 
of  P//j,  and  ought  by  all  means  to  be  con- 
firmed in  that  Inclination.     On  the  other 
Hand,  his  Followers  alledged  in  his  De- 
fence, that  Divine    Service  was  privileged 
from  Dillurbances  -,  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  admit  of  an  Example,   which    would 
be  a  Precedent  for  Popes  to  intermeddle 
in  the  Affairs  of  their  Government.   Thefe 
Contentions  lafted  feveral  Days,  till  Alex- 
ander in  great  Wrath  thundering  out  new 
Briefs,  and  threatening  to  interdid:  theCity, 
the  Magiftrates  ordered  him  to  defifi:  from 
preaching.     Savofiarola  obeyed  ;  but   the 
Dominican  Friars   of   his  Convent  went 

from 
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from  Church  to  Church,  preaching  the 
fame  Dodrines  3  and  the  Diviiions  among 
the  Reh'gious  being  as  great  as  thofe  among 
the  Laity,  the  Friars  and  other  Orders 
preached  with  great  Vehemence  againil 
him.  Thefe  Difputes  were  carried  on  with 
great  Heat,  and  excited  fuch  Animoiities 
both  in  Church  and  State,  that  at  lafl:  a  Friar 
who  was  a  violent  Devotee  of  Bavonarola^ 
and  a  Friar  of  the  Order  of  th ':  Minorites^ 
agreed  both  to  try  by  Fire  theMerits  of  their 
Caufe,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  whole  City, 
with  an  Intent  that  the  Difciple  of  SavoJia^ 
roia,  by  faving  or  burning  himfelf,  might 
convince  the  World,  whether  his  Mafler 
was  a  Prophet  or  an  Impoftor.  For  he 
had  feveral  times  advanced  in  his  Preach- 
ing that,  if  it  were  neceffary,  God  would 
work  a  Miracle  to  prove  the  Truth  of  his 
Predi(ftions,  and  condud  him  fafe  through 
the  Flames  of  a  burning  Pile.  But  the 
Affair  now  becoming  too  ferious,  he 
grew  very  uneafy  that  his  Friar  fliould 
have  gone  fo  far  without  confulting  him  j 
and  v.'hilfl  he  was  meditating-  on  Expedi- 
ents to  put  off  the  Challenge,  thofe  among 
tjie  Citizens  v^dio  were  his  Enemies  pufh- 
O  4  pd 
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^'  I>.  ed  it  on  vehemently,  and  thought  this  a 
'  ^good  Opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  fo 
malignant  an  Incendiary.  On  the  Day 
appointed,  the  two  Friars,  accompanied 
by  all  thofe  of  their  Convents,  appeared 
in  the  great  Square  before  the  Palace ; 
where  were  aflembled  not  only  the  Inha- 
bitarjts  of  Florence,  but  alfo  Multitudes 
that  came  out  of  the  Country.  Every 
thing  was  ready,  when  the  Francifcam 
were  informed,  that  Savonarola  had  order- 
ed bis  Friar  to  enter  the  Fire  with  the 
Sacrament  in  his  Hand  5  at  which  they 
took  Exception  :  Alledging,  that  if  the 
Hofl  was-  burnt,  it  would  endanger  the 
Authority  of  the  Christian  Faith,  by 
affeding  the  Minds  of  the  weak  and  ig- 
norant People.  But  Savofiarohy  who 
was  prefent,  infifting  that  the  Experiment 
/hould  be  performed  in  that  Manner,  the 
Trial  was  fet  aiide.  Savonarola  s  Credit 
iuftered  greatly  on  this  Occafion ;  fo 
much  that  the  next  Day,  on  a  cafual 
Tumult,  the  People  took  up  Arms  -,  and 
being  countenanced  by  the  fupreme  Magi- 
ftracy,  they  forced  themfelves  into  the 
^pnaflery  of  San  Marco,  feized  on  Savo- 
narola. 
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7iarolay  and  two  other  Friars,  and  carried  ^-  ^^ 
them  to  the  public  Prifon  *.  During  this*^  ^^^  ' 
Confulion,  the  Relations  of  thofe  Citizens, 
who  the  Year  before  had  been  beheaded, 
^Haffinated  Francefco  Vahri^  a  Nobleman 
of  great  Authority,  for  being  chief  Patron 
of  Savonarola,  and  the  principal  Caufe 
that  the  Appeal  of  their  Relations  to  the 
popular  Council  on  that  Occafion  had  not 
been  admitted* 

Savonarola  was  afterwards  put  to 
the  Queftioo,  but  in  a  gentle  Manner  ; 
and  his  Examination  and  Confeffion  were 
by  the  Magiflracy  formed  into  a  Pro-. 
cefs,  and  ordered  to  be  publillied.  In 
this  Paper  he  was  cleared  of  feveral  Ca- 
lumnies that  had  been  laid  to  his  Charge  j 
fuch  as  leading  a  dilfolute  Life,  being  ava- 
ricious, and  having  kept  fecret  Correfpond- 
ence  with  foreign  Princes.  He  confell'ed 
that  thofe  Events  he  had  foretold  were  not 
by  Divine  Revelation,  but  from  his  own 
Opinion  founded  or^  the  Dodlrine  of  the 

Holy 

*  The  Name  of  one  of  thefe  Friars  was  Fra  Dominu-o 
©f  Pefciay  the  Other  Fra  Sihefiro  o'i Florence.     F'uirs  Delr 
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A.  D.  Holy  Scripture,  which  he  had  profoundly 
Ji^^ftudied  :  That  what  he  had  preached,  had 
not  proceeded  from  any  Malignity,  nor 
from  any  ambitious  Views  of  ecclefiaflical 
Preferments,  but  from  Zeal,  and  in  Hopes 
that,  through  his  Means,  a  general  Coun- 
cil might  be  afTembled,  in  which  the 
corrupt  Manners  of  the  Clergy  might 
be  reformed,  and  the  State  of  the 
Church  of  God,  which  was  fo  greatly 
degenerated,  might  be  reftored,  fo  as  to 
refemble,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  Times 
next  to  thofe  of  the  Apoftles ;  in  which 
laudable  Attempt,  if  it  had  pleafed  God 
to  help  his  Labours,  he  fliould  have 
thought  himfelf  more  happy  and  glorious, 
than  if  he  had  acquired  the  Popedom  : 
For  the  firfl:  could  not  have  been  procured 
but  by  good  and  found  Dodlrine  and  Vir- 
tue, fuch  as  would  have  gained  him  the 
Reverence  and  Efteem  of  all  the  World  ; 
whereas  the  other  might  .be  obtained,  as  it 
often  was,  by  wicked  Means,  or  good  For- 
tune. He  confirmed  the  Contents  of  this 
Procefs  in  the  Prefence  of  many  Regulars, 
fome  of  whom  were  of  his  own.  Order  ; 
but  in  fuch  concifeTerma,  as,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve- 
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lieve  his  Friends,  tnight  admit  of  different  '^-  ^' 
Interpretations.     After  this  the  General  of  u— y-^ 
tht  Dominicans i  and  Bifhop  RomolinOj  after- 
wards Cardinal  Surre?ite^   who  had  been 
fent  from   Rome^   on  purpofe  to  affift  at 
this   Trial,    degraded  *    Savonarola^  and 
two   other  Friars  of  his  Order,   with  the 
Ceremonies  ufed   by  the  Roman  Church 
on   fuch  Occalions,  and  delivered  them  , 
over  to  the  fecular  Power.     They  were 
firft  hanged,  and  then  their  Bodies  were 
burnt,  in  the  Prefence  of  as  great  a  Multi- 
tude,  as  had  affembled  before  in  the  fame 
Place,  in  Expedlation  of  affifting  at  the 
miraculous  Experiment  of  Fire.    Savona- Sa^voKare* 
rola  diet!  with  great  Intrepidity,  without  ^«  j^^nged 
uttering  a  Word  concerning  his  Guilt,  or 
his  Innocence ;  which  left  the  Minds  of 
the  People  fufpended  in  the  fame  Variety 
of  Judgments  and  Paflions.     Many  called 
him  an   Impoftor,  while   others  affirmed 
that  the  Confeffion  publiflied  in  his  Name 
was  either  falfe,  or  what  he  had  faid,  as 
he  was  of  a  very  delicate  Complexion,  had 

been 


*  Delfino  writes,  that  when  the  Blfliop,  in  degrading 
him,  faid  he  feparated  him  from  the  Church,  Sa-vonarela 
replied,  You  mean  from  the  Church  militanr. 
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A.  D.  been  extorted  from  him  more  by  the 
H^J  I  Force  of  Torments  than  of  Truth.  A 
Frailty  which,  they  faid,  was  excufable^ 
fince  the  Prince  of  the  Apoftles,  who  was 
neither  imprifoned,  nor  compelled  by  Tor- 
ments, nor  any  extraordinary  Force,  at 
the  fimple  Interrogation  of  Servant  Maids 
andWaiters,  had, denied  being  the  Difciple 
of  that  Mafler,  whofe  holy  Dodrine  he 
had  imbibed,  and  to  whofeMiracles  he  had 
been  an  Eye-Witnefs, 


1^'he  End  of  the  Third  BooK 
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Lewis  XIL  King  of  France,  aJferU  hii 
Right  to  the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  and  with 
a  nufnerous  Army  gets  Fojjefjion.  It  ii 
regained  by  Lodovico ;  and  loft  again, 
"The  Affairs  o/'Pifa  are  left  to  the  Arbi- 
tration of  the  Duke  of  Ferrara.  Ccefar 
Borgia  gi'ves  up  the  Cardinals  Hat,  and 
takes  the  ^itle  of  Duke  Valentino. 

r^^"^  H  E  Death  of  Charles  King   of  A.  D. 
§  T  g  Fra72ce  delivered  Italy  from  the    '^93. 
k-MMS(  Fear  of  imminent  Dangers  from 
the  French  Power ;  For  it  was  not  fuppof- 

ed 
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D.  edthat  the  new  King,  Lewis  XII.  would, 
rat  the  Commencement  of  his  Reign,  intan- 
glehimfelf  in  a  War  on  this  Side  of  the 
Mountains.  But  the  refledling  Part  of 
Mankind  was  apprehenfive,  that  the  Evil 
was  only  ripening,  and  would  in  Time 
Qualifica-  break  out  with  greater  Violence.  Theycon- 
*r**"^°vTrfidered,  that  the  new  Monarch  was  of  ma- 
ture  Years,  experienced  in  military  Affairs, 
frugal  in  his  Expences,  and  without  com- 
parifon  fleadier  in  his  Refolutions,  and  lefs 
liable  to  be  impofed  on  than  hisPredeceffor- 
He  had  not  only  the  fame  Claim  to  the  King- 
dom of  Naples,  but  pretended  alfo  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Mila?2  in  his  own  Right,  which 
he  derived  from  Madama  Valentina  his 
Grandmother,  v/ho  was  given  in  Marriage 
to  Lewis  Duke  of  Orleans,  Brother  to 
Charles  VI.  by  her  Father  Gio'vanni  Ga^ 
leazzo  Vifcontiy  when  he  was  only  Im- 
perial Vicar,  and  had  not  yet  obtained  the 
Title  of  Duke  of  Milan.  Her  Dowry 
was  the  City  and  Territory  oi  Afti^  befides 
a  vafl  Sum  of  Money  ;  and  in  the  Mar- 
riage Articles  it  was  exprefsly  flipulatcd, 
that  in  cafe  of  Failure  of  Iffue  Male  of 
Gakazzo\  Body,  Vakntiiia  and  her  Iffue 

fliould 
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iliould  fuceecd  to  the  Dutchy  of  Milan, 
This  Convention,  in  itfelf  of  no  Validity, 
was  at  that  Time,  as  the  French  write,  the 
Imperial  Throne  being  vacant,  confirmed 
by  the  pontifical  Authority.  For  the  Ro^ 
Man  Pontiffs  prefume  that  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  vacant  Empire  belongs  to 
themfelves,  and  the  Male  Line  of  Galeaz- 
zo  failing  by  the  Death  of  Filippo  Maria 
Vifconti^  Charles  Duke  of  Orleans^  Son  of 
Valentina,  laid  Claim  to  the  Succeflion  of 
that  Dutchy.  But  as  the  Ambition  of 
Princes  makes  them  very  ready  to  em- 
brace all  Pretences  to  Empire,  tho'  never 
fo  frivolous,  there  were  other  Pretenders 
to  it  at  the  fame  Time :  For  the  Emperor 
Frederic  claimed  it  as  a  State  which,  by  the 
Extindion  of  the  Line  nominated  in  the 
Inveftiture  made  by  JVenceJlaus  the  Em- 
peror to  Giovamii  GaleazzOj  reverted  to 
the  Empire  5  and  AlfoJifo  King  of  Aragon 
and  Naples  grounded  his  Claim  on  his 
being  inftituted  Heir  by  the  Will  of  Filip- 
po :  But  the  Power,  Artifices,  and  good 
Fortune  of  Francefco  Sforza  got  the  bet- 
ter of  all  his  Competitors  j  and,  to  ac- 
company his  Arms  with  fome  Colour  of 

•      Rea- 


2o8  THE   HISTORY    OF 

^'   ^    Reafoii,  he  a/Tertedj  that  the  Right  of  Suc*- 
_J^^^'_,  cefliou  was  invefted  in  his  Wife  BiancRy 

who,  tho*   a  natural  Daughter,   was  ftiH 

the  only  Child  oiFilippo, 

The  above-mentioned  Chaj'ks  of  Or-^ 
leans  was  taken  Captive  at  the  Battle 
of  Agencourty  and  carried  into  'England^ 
where  he  remained  Twenty-five  Years  a 
Prifoner,  without  being  able,  thro'  his 
Poverty  and  ill  Fortune,  to  make  good 
his  Right.  Nor  could  he  obtain  any  Aid 
from  his  near  Relation  Lewis  XI.  For 
that  Prince,  at  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign^ 
received  a  great  deal  of  Trouble  from  hia 
Grandees,  who  under  a  Pretence  of  public 
Good,  but,  in  reality,  to  gratify  their 
own  private  Revenge  and  Ambition,  had 
taken  up  Arms  againfl:  him  j  which 
eiFe(5lually  convinced  him,  that  his  Secu- 
rity and  Grandeur  depended  on  lowering 
the  Pride  and  Ambition  of  the  great  Men 
of  his  Kingdom.  And,  upon  this  ac- 
count, Lewis  of  Orleans^  the  Prifoner's 
Son,  could  never  obtain  any  Affiflance 
from  him,  tho  he  was  his  Son-in-Law. 
After  the  Deadi  of  Lewis  XI.   the  Duke 

of 
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of  Orleans,  not  brooking   that  Anne  Dut-  ^'   ^' 


chefs  of  Bourbon^  the  King's  Sifter,  fhould 
be  jpreferred  to  him  in  the  Regency  during 
the  Minority  of  Charles  VIII.  firil  ftirred 
up  Commotions  in  France,  tho'  with  bad 
Succefs,  and  afterwards  retiring  into  Bre- 
iany,   met    witii  ftill  greater  Misfortunes. 
There  he  joined  that   Party  which   de- 
clared againll:  the  Marriage  of  An7ie  the 
Heirefs  of  Brefa?iy  with  Charles,  left  that 
Dutchy,  after  the  Death  of  Francis   her 
Father  without  male  liTue,  iliould  be  an- 
nexed to  France.     But  whilft  he  was  pri- 
vately afpiring  to  the  fame  Matrimony,  he 
was  taken  at  the  Battle  oi  St.Aiihin,  fought 
between    the   French  and  Bretons,  carried 
into  France,  and  caft  into  Prifon,  where  he 
continued  Two  Years,  without  being  able 
to  make  good  his  Pretenfions  to  the  Dut- 
chy  of  Milan  \  and  tho'    afterwards  re- 
leafed  by  the  King's  Clemency,  he  could 
procure  no  Affiftance  from  him,  and  ne- 
ver made  any  Attempt,  except  when,  by 
the  King's  Orders,  being  left  in  Afliy  he 
took  the  Opportunity  to  feize  on  Novaray 
but  with  little  Succefs.     But  now  that  he 
was  in    PolTeffion  of  the  Crown,    he  had 
Vol.  II.  P  nothing 
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^-  ^'  nothing  (o  much  at  Heart  as  the  Conquefl 
lof  the  Milanefe^  which  he  regarded  as  his 
own  Patrimony.  From  his  Infancy  he  had 
nouriflied  this  Deiire,  which  was  aug- 
mented by  the  Thoughts  of  his  Sufferings 
in  Novaray  and  by  the  infolent  Treat- 
ment he  had  received  at  AJli  from  Lodovi- 
cOy  againfl  whom  he  meditated  Revenge. 
Purfuant  to  this  Refolution,  a  few  Days 
after  the  Death  of  Charles^  by  the  Advice 
of  his  Council,  he  took  upon  him  the  Ti- 
tles, not  only  of  King  of  France,  and,  in* 
regard  to  Naples ,  of  yernjalemy  and  the 
I'wo  SicilieSy  but  ftylcd  himfelf  alfo  Duke 
oi Milan.  As  he  had  then  determined  to 
make  no  Secret  of  his  real  Sentiments  in 
regard  to  the  Affairs  of  Italy,  he  imme- 
diately notified  in  Form  to  the  Pope, 
Venetians,  and  Florentities  his  Acceflion 
to  the  Crown  j  acquainting  them  at 
the  fame  Time  with  his  Defign  of 
coming  into  Italy,  and  more  particu- 
larly of  his  Refolution  of  making  him- 
felf Mafler  of  the  Dutchy  q^  Milan. 

Tins 
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This  Undertaking  feemed  to  be  at- 
tended with  many  Advantages :  The 
Death  of  Charles  had  altered  the  Senti- 
ments of  feveral  of  the  Italian  Princes. 
The  Pope,  incited  by  an  immoderate 
Thirfl;  of  Dominion,  thought  he  could 
not  compafs  his  Ends,  whilffc  Italy  was 
in  Peace.  The  Venetians  imagined  that 
Charles  could  never  forget  the  Injuries 
they  had  done  him  j  but  now  that  Fear 
ceafing,  they  were  for  entering  into 
Terms  of  Friendfhip  with  the  new  King ; 
and  this  Difpofition  would,  in  all  Proba- 
biiity,  daily  increafe,  becaufe  Lodovico 
Sforza,  tho'  fenlible  that  he  had  to  deal 
with  a  harder  and  more  implacable  Ene- 
my, yet  flattered  himfelf  with  Plopes,  as 
did  alCoFederigo  of Ar agon y  th^LtLewis could 
not  fo  foon  attend  the  Affairs  on  this  Side 
the  Mountains,  and  his  prefent  Refentment 
hindering  him  from  difcovering  his  fu- 
ture Dangers,  he  would  not  deflfl:  from 
oppofing  their  Senate  in  the  Affairs  ofPifa, 

•  P  2  The 
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The  Florentines   were  the  only    State 
that  feemed  inclinable  to  withdraw  their 
Friendfliip  from  France:    For  they  confi- 
dered,  that  tho*  he%vis  had  been  in  their 
Interefl:,.  yet   now   he  was    come  to   the 
Crown  he  was  under  no  fort  of  Ties  to 
their  Republic,  either  by  virtue  of  Faith 
given,  or  Benefits  received,  as  his  Prede- 
ceflbr  had  been  by  the  Treaties  oi  Florence 
and  Afii,  and   by   their  having  chofen  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  a  Multitude  of  Trou- 
bles and  Dangers  rather  than  relinquifli  his 
Alliance.     Befides,  the  Difcord  that  con- 
tinually increafed  between  the    Venetian^ 
and  the   Duke  of  Milan  was  the  Caufe 
that,  being  freed  from  their  Apprehenfi- 
ons  of  the   Forces  of  the  Confederates, 
and  placing    more  Hopes    in  jhe    near 
and  certain    Affiftance    from   Lombardy^ 
than    in  the  diftant   and  uncertain  Suc- 
cours from  France^  they   fet  a  lefs  Va- 
lue on  the  French  Friendfliip. 

.  In  thefe  different  Difpofitions  of  Mind 
among  the  Italian  Potentates,  their  Pro- 
ceedings were   no  lefs    different.      The 

Venetiam 
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Venetians  fent  immediate  Orders  to  their 
Secretary  at  Turin  to  repair  to  the  French 
Court,  and  foon   after,    in  order    to  lav  a  r'"^"'""^ 

'      .  .  ,  ^      fend  Am- 

Foundation  for  a  firm  Friendfliip,  which  baffadors 
they  expeded  would  be  more  and  more*°  Lei-jis. 
conducive  to  the  Interefl  of  their  Republic, 
they  fent  Three  Ambaillidors  to  congratu- 
late the  new  King  on  his  Acceffion,  and 
toexcufe  their Condud:  in  regard  X.oCha?'les, 
by  affuring  him  that  it  proceeded  from 
well-grounded  Reafons  they  had  to 
think,  that  he  not  only  meditated  the 
Conqueft  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples, 
but  alfo  that  of  all  Italv,  And  the 
Pope,  who  was  defirous  to  tranilate  hispopefends 
Son  Ccefar  from  the  Cardinalfhip  to  tempo- ^^^^^^^^' 
ral  Greatnefs,  and  exalted  his  Thoughts 
to  higher  Projects,  fent  AmbalTadors  to 
Lewis  to  negociate  a  Traffic  of  heaven- 
ly Treafures  for  temporal  Dominion.  He 
well  knew  that  the  King  was  ardently  fol- 
licitous  to  be  divorced  from  his  barren  and 
deformed  Wifey(?^«d',  who  had  almofl  been 
forced  upon  him^y  Lezvis  XI.  and  no  lefs 
defirous  of  efpoufing  y//?;?£'  the  late  King's 
Widow,  not  fo  much  out  of  Fondnefs 
with  refpedl  to  their  former  Love  before 
P  ^  the 
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the  Battle  of  SL  Aubin,  but  becaufe  by 
this  Marriage  he  would  fecure  to  himfelf 
the  PolTeirion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Brctaiiy, 
which  lay  fo  convenient,  and  was  fo  great 
an  Addition  to  his  Dominions  j  an  Affair 
of  Importance,  and  not  to  be  compalTed 
without  the  Intervention  of  the  Pontifical 
Authority, 


Jhrenims  NoR  did  the  Fkrejitines  fail  to  fend  Am- 
jjafl-^jjojj'bafTadors,  according  to  the  antient  Cufcom 
of  that  City,  out  of  Refped  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  and  to  confirm  the  King  in  the 
Opinion  of  their  Merits,  and  of  the  Ser- 
vices they  had  done  the  late  King  ; 
to  which  they  were  mightily  foU 
licited  by  the  Duke  of  Milan ^  that  by 
their  Means  the  Negotiation  of  the  Venetu 
am  might  be  obftruded  when  both  the 
Republics  came  to  debate  on  the  Affairs  of 
Vija,  and  in  Hopes  that,  by  their  gaining 
.  fome  Credit  and  Authority  with  the 
King,  they  would  take  an  Opportunity 
in  bringing  about,  what  he  heartily  wifli- 
ed,   a    Reconciliation    between     himfelf 


^nd  the  King, 


The 
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The  AmbafTadors  of  all  thefe  Powers 
were  chearfully  received  by  the  King,  and 
a  Treaty  immediately  let  on  Foot  with  eve- 
ry one  of  them,  tho'  he  was  fully  deter- 
mined to  make  no  Movement  in  Italy, 
till  he  had  firfl  fecured  the  Kingdom  of 
France  by  means  of  new  Alliances  with 
the  neighbouring  Princes. 

But  Heaven  had  decreed  that  the 
Flame  which  Lodovico,  out  of  an  immo- 
derate Defire  of  Dominion,  had  kindled 
up  in  Pija,  and  was  continually  feeding, 
/houid  at  laft  feize  and  deftroy  its  Author. 
That  Prince,  either  out  of  Envy,  or  Fear  of 
impending  Danger  to  himfelf  and  the 
other  Potentates  of  Italy  from  the  exorbi- 
tant Power  of  the  Venetians,  could  not 
bear  to  fee  the  Fruits  of  all  his  laboured 
Schemes  and  Arts  of  Policy  become  a 
Prey  to  ambitious  Intruders.  In  this 
Difpolition,  after  he  had  maturely  confi- 
deredthe  Refolution  of  the  Florentines,  and 
their  Steadinefs  in  the  Affair  of  Ftja,  ima- 
gining that  by  the  Downfal  of  Savonarola, 
and  Death  of  Valori,  who  conflantly  op- 
P  4  pofed 
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^  '^-  pofed  his  Meafures,  he  mio;ht  now  treat 
*.— ^,  :  with  them  on  more  lirm  and  confident 
Lod'vko  Hopes  of  Succefs,  he  took  a  Refolution  to 

reiolve?  to 

pffiftthe  aflill:  them  with  all  his  Power  in  the  Reco- 
Florentine.y^^y  q^  pjja,  which  neither  his  Negotiati- 
ons nor  Authority,  nor  the  Perfuafions  of 
others  had  been  able  to  effed:,  vainly  per- 
fuading  himfelf  that,  before  the  King  of 
Fra?ice  could  make  any  Movement  with 
an  Army,  Pifa,  either  by  Force  or  Trea- 
ty, would  be  reduced  under  the  Power  of 
the  Florentines  3  and  he  took  for  granted, 
that  the  Venetian^  Senate,  aduated  by  that 
prudence,  which  had  not  operated  on  him- 
felf, would  not  think  Pifa  of  fuch  Confe- 
quence,  as,  merely  out  of  Revenge,  to 
fuller  the  Liberty  of  all  Italy  to  be  en- 
•  dangered  by  the  Return  of  the  French^ 
whom,  at  the  Expence  of  fo  much 
Blood  and  Treafure,  they  had  fo  lately 
expelled, 

This  imprudent  Refolution  was 
haftened  by  an  Adlion  that  happened  in 
the  Territory  of  Pija,  to  the  Difadvantage 
of  the  Florentines.  They  had  pofled  a 
good  Body  of  Troops  at  Poniadera^  where 

they 
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they  received  Intelligence  that  a  Party  of  ^-  ^* 
Seven  Hundred  Horie  and  One  Thoufand  v-^^^^^j 
Foot,  that  had  marched  out  of  Fifa^ 
were  returning  from  the  Marfhes  of  Vol- 
terra  with  a  great  Booty.  Count Rinuccioj 
and  Giiglielmo  de  Pazzi,  the  Florentine 
Commiffary,  drew  out  all  their  Force  in 
order  to  intercept  their  Return,  and  charg- 
ing them   in  the  Vale  of  San  Re^olo  put   , 

7  ...  1     1       1      n  Florentines 

them  in  Dilorder,  and  recovered  the  bellworftedat 
part  of  the  EfFedls.  As  foon  as  thej^''"  ^'^''' 
Pifans  had  Advice  of  the  CommiiTary's 
Motions,  they  fent  out  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Men  at  Arms,  who  attacked  their 
Enemies  while  they  were  in  Diforder,  and 
intent  on  Plunder,  with  fo  much  Vigour, 
that  tho'  the  Count  did  all  that  was 
poffible  to  rally  his  Men  at  Arms,  the 
Florentines,  after  a  faint  Refinance  made 
by  fome  of  their  Foot,  were  entirely  de- 
feated, a  great  Number  of  the  Infantry 
killed,  many  taken  Prifoners,  among 
them  -feveral  Officers,  and  the  befi:  Part 
of  the  Horfes  alfo  fell  into  the  Enemy's 
Hands  *.     The  Count   and  CommiiTary 

with 

*  Bemho  fays  there  were  Two  Hundred  killed,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty  taken,  with  Seven  Standards. 


ih 
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A.   D,  ■^ith  no  little  Hazard    faved  themfelves 
^^-^-,'_;in  San  Regolo,  laying  the  Blame  on  each 
other,    as   it  commonly  happens  after  a 
Mifcarriage  of  this  Nature. 

Florentines  The  Florentines  were  greatly  alarmed 
apply  to  at  this  Difafter,  as  they  could  not  foon 
Affifiance.  recruit,  their  General  in  Chief  Rinuc- 
cio  had  entirely  loft  his  Reputation,  and 
his  own  Regiment  had  been  ftripped. 
In  the  prefent  Exigence  they  refolved  to 
fend  for  the  Vitelli^  who  were  in  the 
Territory  of  Arezzo,  in  order  to  march 
for  Pifa,  and  put  all  their  Forces  under 
the  Command  of  Pagolo  Vitelli,  but  he  re- 
fufed  that  Charge  till  they  gave  him  the 
Tide  of  Captain  General.  They  next 
made  their  AddrefTes  to  the  King  of 
Prance^  humbly  befeeching  him  to  fend 
Three  Hundred  Lances  into  T^iifcajiy^  in 
Hopes  that  fuch  a  Force,  joined  to  the 
Authority  of  the  royal  Protection,  would 
remove  their  imminent  Danger  j  requeu- 
ing alfo  that  he  would  fulfil  the  Agree- 
ment made  with  the  late  King  for  keep- 
ing the  ViielU  in  their  common  Service, 
by  contributing  his   Proportion  of  their 

Pays 
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Pay  i  and  would  moreover  ufe  his  Inter- 
eft  with  the  Venetians  to  defift  from  Hofti- 
ties.  But  Lewis,  who  was  unwilling 
to  difoblige  or  give  any  Caufe  of  Diftruft 
to  the  Venetians,  and  was  refolved  not  to 
meddle  in  the  Affairs  of  Italy  till  he 
was  in  Readinefs  to  invade  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  put  them  off  with  fair  Words, 
which  produced  no  manner  of  EffecSt. 


In  this  Extremity,  as  their  laft  Refort^j^j  ^^ 
they  had  Recourfe  to  the  Duke  oi  Milan A^  Duke 
But  the  Duke  wanted  no  Intreaties,  on 
the  contrary   was   apprehenfive   left   the 
Venetians  fhould  improve  this  Advantage 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  his  Aid  in- 
effeftual.    He  thought  fit  therefore,  with- 
out  Lofs  of    Time,    to    fend    a    trufty 
Agent    to     Florence,     to    inform  himfelf 
not    only    of   what   was    neceffary    for 
their  Defence,  but  for  the  entire  Reduc- 
tion of  P//^. 

As  there  were  no  Apprehenfions  from 
France  this  Year,  the  whole  Attention  of 
the  Italians  was  employed  on  the  Fifan 
War,    all    other  Parts  of  Italy  enjoying 

Peace. 
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Peace.      There  had,  indeed,  been   fome 
Qiiarrels  between  the  two  Houfes  of  the 
Orfmi  and  CoIon?iaSy  but  the  Parties  con- 
cerned, by  their  own  Prudence  and  Con- 
dud:,   got  the  better  of  their  Enmity  and 
Paffions.     The  Matter  of  Fad:  in  fliort 
Caufeofa^^g   jj^jg .     ^he  Colonnas  and  Savelliy  to 
tween  thercvenge  themfelves  on  Jacopo  Contiy  who 
^/ej^^r.  had    poffeffed    himfelf  of  Torre  Mattia, 

Or  Urjint  i 

and  Colon-  attacked  the  Caflles  belonging  to  the  Fa- 

"^'         mily  of  CoJitiy  who  were  then  joined  by 

the  Orfmiy  as   being  of  the  fame  Party. 

After  feveral  Caftles  taken  on  both  Sides, 

they  came  at  laft  to  a  pitched  Battle  at  the 

Foot  of  Monticelli  in  the  Neighbourhood 

of  Tivoli,  where,  after  fighting  with  great 

Obftinacy  and   Party   Rage  for  Honour, 

Q^ji„i      Intereft,   and  Revenge,    the   Orjini,  who 

routed  aj  had    Two    Thoufand    Foot    and    Eight 

Hundred  Horfe,  were  beaten  out   of  the 

Field,  and  loft  all  their  Colours,  and  Carlo 

Or/iiii  \v2iS  taken  Prifoner.     On  the  Side 

■  of   the   Colo?inas,    Antonello    Savelliy     an 

Officer  of  Reputation,  was  wounded,  and 

died    in    a  few  Days.     When  the  Battle 

was  over,   the  Pope,  pretending  not  to  like 

fuch  Difturbances  in  the  Neighbourhood 

of 
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of  Rome,  offered  his  Mediation,  which 
was  accepted  by  both  Parties.  But  while 
his  Holinefs,  with  his  ufual  Double-deal- 
ing, was  amufing  them,  the  Orjtni  aflem- 
bled  another  Army,  and  befieged  Falom^ 
baray  the  capital  Town  belonging  to  the 
Savelliy  which  the  Colonnas^  who  had  tak- 
en leveral  Forts  from  the  Conii  after  the  " 
Battle,  were  preparing  to  relieve.  At  lafl 
both  Parties  being  convinced  that  the  Pope, 
fometimes  inclining  to  the  Coloiinas^  at 
others  to  the  Orfmi^  widened  the  Breaches, 
and  inflamed  their  Animoftties,  with 
an  Intent,  after  they  had  weakened 
one  another,  to  make  them  both  his 
Prey,  came  to  a  Parley,  and  agreed 
to  have  a  Meeting  at  Tivoli^  where  in 
a  few  Hours  they  became  Friends,  on 
Condition,  that  Carlo  Orjini  fhould  beP^^ce  be= 
fet  at  Liberty,  the  Places  taken  ontwr"Fa-^ 
both  Sides  reftored,  and  the  Difpute  a-'"'''^^* 
bout  the  Territory  of  Tagliacozzo  and 
Albi  referred  to  King  FederigOy  who  had 
many  Perfons  -of  'he  Family  of  Colonna 
in  his  Service. 

What 
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What  now  remained  of  the  War  in 
Jialy  was  confined  to  the  City  and  Terri- 
tory of  P^fa.  The  Duke  of  Mi/an  at 
iirft  intended  only  to  give  the  Flore7iiines 
a  powerful  Succour  in  Money,  and  that 
underhand.  But  his  Refentment  againfl 
Lodo'vico  the  Venetiam  increafing  to  fuch  a  Height, 
quarrels    ^g    j-q  ^jtx\\.  itfelf  in  haughty   Language, 

with  the  <~>     J  o      o   ' 

Venetians. 2iYi^  threatening  Expreffions,  he  refolved 
to  throw  off  the  Ma£k  at  once,  and  began 
with  denying  their  Troops  a  Pafiage  thro' 
the  Parmejan  and  Pontremoli  in  their 
March  to  Pifi->  which  obliged  them  to 
fetch  a  Compafs  by  a  longer  and  more 
difficult  Way  thro'  the  Duk-e  of  Ferra-* 
rd%  Country.  He  had  Intereft  enough 
with  Cafar^  who  had  difmifled  all  ths 
Ambafladors  of  the  League  but  thcfe  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  on  his  recalling 
them,  to  except  thofe  of  the  Venetians, 
He  fent  Three  Hundred  Archers  to  the 
Florentines^  and  engaged  to  pay  his  Share 
towards  a  new  Levy  of  Three  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms,  part  of  them  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  Lord  of  Piombijio,  and 
the    reft    under    Giov.    Pagolo  Baglione. 

He 
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He  lent  them  at  feveral  Times  above 
Three  Hundred  Thoufand  Ducats,  and 
was  continually  repeating  his  Offers  of 
greater  Afiiilance  if  required.  He  inter- 
ceded alfo  with  the  Pope  in  their  Behalf, 
intreating  his  Holinefs  to  lend  a  favour- 
able Ear  to  the  humble  Applications 
of  the  Florentines.  The  Pope  was  con- 
vinced that  it  could  not  be  for  the  Papal 
Intereft  that  the  Venetians  fliould  become 
Mailers  of  Tifa^  and  therefore  promifed 
an  Affiftance  of  One  Hundred  Men  at 
Arms,  befides  Three  light  Galiies  under 
Captain  Villammina^  which  were  to 
cruize  before  Pifd^  and  intercept  all  Pro- 
vilions  or  Stores  carrying  thither  by  Sea. 
But  he  found  Reafon  to  alter  his  Meafures, 
and,  after  many  Excufes  for  his  Delay, 
openly  refufed  to  fend  this  Succour,  having 
greater  Things  and  more  interefting  to 
himfelf  in  Profped:,  for  he  was  now  more 
than  ever  intent  on  entering  into  a  ftridl 
Alliance  with  the  King  of  Frmice^  from 
whom  he  had  the  Vanity  to  exped:  nothing 
lefs  than  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  for  his 
Son. 


It 
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It  is  the  common  Frailty  of  Man-^ 
kind,  when  bent  on  any  Project,  to  amufe 
themfelves  with  flattering  Hopes,  and  to 
reprefcnt  as  eafy  what  to  a  calm  and  un- 
prejudiced Underftanding  will  appear  diffi- 
cult. It  was  really  Matter  of  Aftonifh- 
ment  that  Alexander^  after  a  Repulfe  from 
an  Affinity  with  the  King  of^r<^^o;z,  which, 
ou2:ht  in  reafon  ta  have  knocked  all  his 
Schemes  on  the  Head,  fliould  be  fo  little 
difconcerted,  as  to  find  Occafion  from 
that  very  Repulfe  to  enlarge  his  Views, 
and  form  ftill  greater  Projed;s.  Before  he 
took  this  Refolution  of  entering  into  a 
League  with  France^  he  had  propofed  to 
YJm^Federigo  a  Match  between  his  Son, 
who  was  difpofed  to  part  with  his  Cardi- 
nal's Hat,  and  the  King's  Daughter,  with 
the  Principality  of  T<:7rtf«/o  for  her  Dowry. 
He  imagined  that  if  his  Son,  who  was 
endowed  with  great  natural  Parts,  fhould 
once  get  PofTeffion  of  fo  confiderable  a 
Member  of  the  Kingdom,  being  married 
to  a  Royal  Daughter,  he  might,  with  the 
Arms  and  the  Pretenfions  of  the  Church 
to    that    Country,    eafily     difpoffefs    his 

Father- 
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Father-in-Law,  who  was  unprovided  of  ^-  ^' 
Men  and  Money,  and  had  neither  the^.^^^ 
Love  nor  Eileem  of  many  of  his  Barons. 
Lodovico  favoured  the  Pope's  Suit,  and 
fent  Marchefmo  Stampa  to  Rome,  and  thence 
to  NapleSy  to  follicit  Federigo,  firfl  with 
Reafons,  and  then,  if  neceflary,  with 
Threats,  to  come  into  the  Motion.  That 
Minifler  was  charged  to  remonftrate  to 
the  King  the  dangerous  Confequence  of 
his  Refufal,  which  would  be  throwing 
his  Holinefs  into  the  Arms  of  France-, 
and  endeavour  to  convince  him  how  weak 
and  imprudent  it  would  appear,  when 
the  common  Safety  lay  at  Stake,  to  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  biafled  by  Vale7itino\  Birth, 
and,  rather  than  put  fome  Violence  on  his 
own  Inclinations,  to  rifque  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  his  Kingdom.  Federigo  knew 
how  to  refifl  all  thefe  Sollicitations :  He 
knew  that  a  Denial  might  endanger  his 
Throne,  but  he  was  alfo  fenfible  that  to 
give  his  Daughter  in  Marriage  to  the 
Cardinal  of  Valenza^  with  the  Principality 
oiTarantOy  was  no  lefs  hazardous.  There- 
fore of  two  Dangers  he  would  chufe  to 
cnconnter  that  which  appeared  to  him  the 
Vol.  II.  q1  mofl 


1498. 
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^-  f*  mofl:  honourable,,  and  which  would  not 
/proceed  from  any  Ad;  of  his  own.  This 
mortifying  Denial  quite  determined  the 
Pope  to  enter  into  French  Meafures,  and 
his  Fear  of  offending  the  Venetians^  whom 
he  would  willingly  induce  to  make  the 
fame  Step,  retrained  him  from  giving 
any  Affiflance  to  the  Florentines. 

But  the  Florentines  now  thought 
themfelvcs  flrong  enough  in  the  Field, 
and  their  Affairs  in  a  promiling  Way,  by 
the  Acceffion  of  fo  good  an  Ally  as  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  and  under  the  Condudt 
of  a  General  of  fuch  military  Reputation 
as  Pagolo  Vitelli.  They  were  grown  to 
fuch  a  Height  of  Refolution,  and  Confi- 
dence in  their  Commander, that  no  Danger 
appeared  formidable,  no  Enterprize  too 
difficult.  The  PifanSy  befides  the  nume- 
rous Body  of  their  Citizens  and  Peafants, 
who  were  experienced  and  refolute,  had 
Four  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  Eight 
Hundred  Stradlotti,  and  above  Two 
Thoufand  Foot  Auxiliaries  from  the 
Venetians,  who  were  unanimoufly  difpofed 
to  fend  them  ilill  more  Forces  if  re- 
quired ; 


THE  WARS  IN  ITALT. 
quired  ;  for  thofe  very  Senators  who  had 
before  fo  warmly  oppofed  taking  the 
Pifans  under  the  Protedlion  of  the  Re- 
public, fince  they  found  themfelves  em- 
barked in  the  Caufe,  now  thought  it  necef- 
fary,  for  the  Honour  of  the  Senate,  to  de* 
fend  them. 


LoDOVico  and  his  new  Allies  the 
Florentines  refolved  to  augment  their  Army 
with  fuch  a  Number  of  Troops,  as  fhould 
be  fufficient  not  only  to  difpoffefs  the 
Fijam  of  all  the  fortified  Places  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Fifa^  but  to  fruftrate 
any  Attempts  from  the  neighbouring 
States,  to  affift  the  Pifans^  or  at  the  Sol* 
licitations  of  the  Venetians^  to  attack  any 
Part  of  the  Dominions  oi  Florence.  With 
this  Intent  Lodovico  induced  Giovamii  Ben* 
tivoglio,  who  was  in  Alliance  with  him 
and  the  Venetians^  to  acknowledge  him  his 
fole  Ally  ',  and  to  lay  this  new  Friend  un- 
der stronger  Obligations,  the  Florefttifies^^^^''^''' 
took  his  Son  Aleffandro  into  their  Pay.fiaresfor 
This  was  an  important  Step,  iiov  Aleffandro^^^"'^''"' 
was  at  the  Head  of  Two  Hundred  Men  at 
Arms  raifed  by  Lodovico  in  concert  with 
Q^    .  Venc" 
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the  Venetians y  before  he  had  refolved  to 
declare  himfelf    And  becaufe  the  Lord  of 
Faenza  was  under  the   Prote(5lion  of  the 
Venetians y  the  Florentines  hired  Ottaviano 
Riarioj    Lord  of    Imola  and   Foriij  with 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Men  at  Arms, 
to  cover  their  Territory   from  any  Attack 
on  the  Side  of  RomagJia.     Ottaviano  fol- 
lowed in  every  thing  the  Didlates  of  his 
Mother  Caterina  Sforza^  who  was  entirely 
at  the  Devotion  of  Lodovico,  and  the  Flo- 
rentines  for  feveral  Reafons,  but  particular- 
ly becaufe  flie  was  privately   married  to 
Giovanni  de    Medici,  and  (he  was  confi- 
dent  that  the  Duke  of  Milan,  difliking 
the  popular  Government  in  Florence,  in- 
tended   to    reinftate     Giovanni    and    his 
Brother  in  that  City.     Lodovico  alfo  ob- 
tained   a    Promife     from    the  Lucchefe, 
with    whom    he   had     great   Authority, 
that  they  would  defiil:  from  fupplying  the 
Pifans,  whom  they  had  always  favoured  ; 
and  tho'  they  did  not  entirely  comply  with 
their  Engagement,  yet  they  obferved  it  in 
a  great  meafure  out  of  Refped:  to  him . 

There 
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There  remained  ftill  to  manage  the 
Seneje  and  the  Genoeje^  both  inveterate 
Enemies  of  the  FloreJitmes,  who  were 
then  acftually  at  Variance  with  thefe  two 
States  J  with  one  of  them  on  account  of 
Montepulciano^  and  with  the  other  on  the 
Affair  of  the  Liinigiana.  It  was  feared 
that  the  Senefe^  from  an  old  Grudge, 
would,  as  ufual,  tho'  to  their  own  De- 
triment, fupply  the  Enemies  of  the  Flo^ 
rentincs  with  all  the  Conveniencies  their 
Country  would  afford  :  And  tho'  the  Ge^ 
noefe,  out  of  antient  Emulation,  mufl  be 
conceived  averfe  to  the  Settlement  of  the 
Venetians  at  Pija^  yet  as  there  was  little 
Regard  ever  fliewn  in  Genoa  to  the  public 
Welfare,  both  Venetian  and  Pifan  VelTels 
continued  to  traffic  in  their  Port  for  the 
Benefit  that  accrued  to  Particulars,  and  to 
the  great  Advantage  of  the  Pijans.  By 
Lodovicos  Advice  the  Florentines  fent  Am- 
baffadors  to  both  thefe  States  3  but  the 
Treaty  with  the  Genoefe  came  to  nothing, 
for  that  People  peremptorily  infifted  on  the 
Delivery  of  Sarzana^  on  the  fole  Confide- 
ration  of  a  Promife  that  the  Pifaris  fliould 
Q  3  re- 
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receive  no  fort  of  Supplies  from  the  Domi- 
nions of  Genoa  ;  which  Condition  the  Flo- 
rentines  regarding  as  attended  with  a  cer- 
tain Lofs  for  a  fmall  and  even  doubtful 
Gain,  refufed  to  buy  their  Friendlhip  at 
fo  dear  a  Rate, 


Tioren-         While  thcfc  Things  were  in  Agita- 
theFidd*^^°"»    the   Florentines^   under    their    new 
Captain  General,    took   the  Field,    with 
an  Army  ftronger  in  Horfe   than  Foot  ; 
which  obliged  the  Pifans^  who,  fince  the 
Fight  at   San   Regoloy  had  fcowered   the 
Country  with  their  Stradiotti  without  Con- 
troul,  to  break  up  their  Camp  at  Ponie  di 
i^acco.      Vitelli   firfl   took  Calcinaia^    and 
while  he  was  expeding  fome  Recruits  of 
Infantry,   received    Intelligence    that  the 
Venetians  pofted  at  Cajcina^  under  Marcos 
Martinengo  kept  no  Guard  nor  Difcipline, 
gurptfes   he  fuddenly  fell  upon  them,  killed  many 
tie^m-  QftJ^g  Stradiotti,  with  Giovanni  Gradenico. 
Captain  of  Men  at  Arms,  and  took  Franco 
Chief  of  the  Stradiotti,  with  One  Hun- 
dred Horfe  Prifoners.     On  this  the  Fene- 
iians  abandoned   Cafcina^   and  retired  to 
Borgo  di  San  Marco^  where   they  waited 

for 
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for  Reinforcements  from  Venice.     Pagolo 
Vitelli^  being    now  joined  by  his    Foot, 
made  a  Feint  of  attacking  Cafcina  j    but 
while  the  Pijans  were  preparing  for  its 
Defence,  he   detached  Three  Thoufand 
Men   with  Orders  to   pod  themfelves  on 
the  upper  Grounds,  and  then,  with  great 
Labour   and  Difficulty  paffing  his  heavy 
Cannon   over  the  Mountains,  croiled  the 
Amo,    and    inverted    Biiti^    which    was 
taken  by  Storm  the  next  Day  after  it  be- 
gan to   be  battered.     The  General  chofe 
rather  to  attack  Buti  than  Pifa  j  for  con- 
fidering  with  himfelf  the  defparate  Obfti- 
nacy  of  the  Pifa?2s,   their  Numbers,  the 
Multitude  of  Peafants  in  the  Town,  who 
by  long  Exercife  were  become  expert  Sol- 
diers, together  with  the  Venetian  Garrifon, 
and  the  Strength  of  the  Walls  and  Forti- 
fications, he  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  re- 
ducing  Pifa    by   Force.     He  judged   it 
therefore   more  expedient  to  weaken  the 
Place,  by  taking  in  thofe  Forts  that  lie  on 
the  Right  of  the  Arno^  and  fo  intercept  all 
Communication   with    the  neighbourin<y 
States.     For  this  End,  after  taking  Buti^ 
h€  ere(j:ed   a  Fort   on  the    Hill   of  San 
Q^  4  Ciovamii 
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Giovanni  della  Vena^  and  with  the  fame 
Labour  as  before  brought  his  Cannon 
before  a  Fort  which  the  Pi  fans  had  ereiSled 
near  Vico^  poflefTed  himlelf  of  all  the 
Territory  of  Valdecalci^  raifed  another  For- 
tification at  Pietra  Dolorofa  above  Fico 
Pifam^  to  prevent  all  PalTage  of  Provifions 
by  that  Road,  and  inverted  the  Fortrefs 
of  the  Verrucola.  Count  Rinuccio  had 
polled  himfelf  in  Valdinievole^  to  be  a 
Check  upon  the  Pifans,  and  fruftrate  all 
Sallies  which  it  was  expected  they  would 
hazard  for  preventing  the  Sieges  of  Libra- 
fatta  and  Valdiferchio  j  yet  this  did  not 
prevent  a  Sally  of  Four  Hundred  Men, 
who  furprifed  and  cut  to  Pieces  fome  Flo- 
rentine Foot  in  the  Church  of  San  Mi- 
chele^  defigned  to  afTift  at  the  Siege  of 
Verrucola.  Pagolo  in  the  mean  time  made 
himfelf  Mailer  of  the  Fort  near  Vico^ 
allowing  the  Garrifon  to  march  out  with 
their  Cannon  for  Vico  PifanOy  and  then 
encamped  before  Vico,  where  he  opened 
the  Trenches,  not  on  the  fame  Side  it  haa 
been  befieged  by  the  Florentines^  when 
himfelf  defended  it,    but    that   towards 

San 
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San  Giovanni  della  Vena^  by  which  Means  A.   D. 
he  prevented  all  Succours  from  Pija,     A  ^^j^ 
large  Breach   being  made  the   Governor 
furrendered  on  Condition  that  the  Garrifon 
fliould  march  away,   and  the  Inhabitants 
fliould  be  fafe  in  their  Perfons  and  EfFedts. 
They  did  not  care  to  hold  out  to  Extremi- 
ty, becaufe  Vitelliy  when  he  took  Btiiiy  or- 
dered   Three  German  Gunners    to  have 
their   Hands  chopped    off,  befides  other 
Cruelties,  to  ftrike  a  Terror.     Vico  being 
taken  by  Pagolo,  his  good  Fortune  favour- 
ed him  on  another  Occafion  :  For  the  P/- 
fans  imagining  it  would  be  eafy  to  furprife 
the  Fort  Pietra  Dolorofay   made  a  furious 
Attack  upon  the  Place   before  Break  of 
Day,  with  Two   Hundred  light    Horfe, 
and  fome  chofen  Infantry  ;  but  meeting 
with  longer  Reiiftance  than  was  expe(3:ed, 
it  happened  that  in  the  Heatof  Adion  Pa^ 
golo   was    perceived   haftening    over   the 
Hills  to  the  Relief  of  the  Place.     The 
AlTailants   then  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  Way  to   Pija^  in 
which  near  Calci  they  fell  in  with  Vitel- 
kzzo  who  waited  to  intercept  them,  and 

Pagc/o 
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^.   D.  pagolo  coming  up,  they  were  totally  rout- 
,ed,  and  many  of  the  Horfe,  and  moft  part 
of  the  Foot  killed. 


^498. 


Agree-         In  the  mean  time  the  Florentines   re- 

"J^^^^^P'j^'ceived  Information   from  the  Duke  and 

tween  the  others,  that  the  Venetians  were  inclined  to 

f^X'n^ake   Peace,    and  that    all    Differences 

r entities,   might  be  cafily  accommodated,  provided 

the   Republic  of  Florence  would  confent, 

as  was  decent  and  proper,  to  treat  with 

the  Venetians  as  with  a  fuperior  Republic, 

and  not  as  with  their  Equals.     On  this 

fhren-     Advicc  Guido  Antonio  Vejpucci  and  Ber- 

Ambaffa- ^^^^'^   ^^^ccellai^  Two   Citizens   of  great 

dors  to     Authority,  were  fent  to  Venice  to  inform 

themfelves  of  the  Senate's  real  Intentions. 

This  Application  would  have  been  made 

much  fooner,  had  not  the  Florentines  ftood 

in  fear  of  difobliging  King  Charles^   and 

were  alfo  confcious   to    themfelves   that 

while  they  were  vifibly  too  weak  to  fub- 

due  Fija^  all  In  treaties  not  enforced   by 

the  Authority  of  fome  fignal  Adion  are 

vain   and   fruitlefs.      But   now  having  a 

powerful    Force  in    the  Field,  and  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Milan   having  openly   declared  ^-  ^* 
againft  the  Venetians^  they  began  to  enter-  y  -^-Ij* 
tain  Hopes  of  finding  out  fome  Expedient 
for  an  Honourable  Agreement. 

The  Ambaffadors  were  received  very  Their  Re- 
honourably,  and  introduced  to  the  Doge"ption 
and  College  i  where  after  making  Excufesty. 
in  the  Name  of  their  Republic  for  fend- 
ing no  fooner,  "  which,  they  faid,  was 
owing  to  the  Iniquity  of  the  Times,  and 
the  Circumftances  of  their  City,  they,  in 
plain  Terms,  defired  them  to  defift  from 
the  Defence  of  P//j,  which  they  had 
Reafon  to  expecfl,  fince  the  Florentine 
Republic  had  given  no  juft  Caufe  of 
Offence,  and  the  Veneiia?i  Senate  was 
famous  for  doing  Juftice,  which  was  the 
Bafis  of  all  Virtues,  and  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  any  other  Confideration  ia 
Government."  The  Doge  anfwered, 
*'  that  it  was  true  the  Florentines  had  not 
injured  them,  and  that  the  Venetiaiis  had 
not  undertaken  the  Defence  of  Fifa^  with 
an  Intent  to  offend  the  Florentines^  but 
merely  becauie  they  had  joined  with  the 

French^ 
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A.  D,  "prenchy  and  differed  in  their  Politics  from 
— •V— ^  all  the  reft  of  the  Italian  Potentates.  The 
common  Safety,  therefore,  had  engaged 
the  Allies  to  promife  the  Fifans  their 
AlTiflance.  That  if  others  were  regard- 
lefs  of  their  Word,  they  would  not, 
agalnft  the  known  Rule  of  their  Republic, 
follow  fo  vile  an  Example.  But  if  they 
had  any  thing  to  oifer  by  which  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Fijans  might  be  preferved, 
they  were  ready  to  convince  the  World, 
that  no  private  Intereil  or  Ambition  could 
induce  them  to  perfevere  in  their  Hoftilities 
againft  the  Florentine^''  After  this  it  was 
forfeveral  Days  debated,  in  what  Manner 
both  Parties  might  be  fatisiied;  but  neither 
the  AmbalTadors  nor  the  Senate  were 
willing  to  make  their  Propofals.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  Spanijh  AmbafTadors,  who 
wifhed  well  to  both,  {hould  be  admitted 
into  their  Councils.  He  was  of  Opinion 
that  the  Fifans  might  return  under  the 
Florentine  Dominion,  not  as  Subjed:s,  but 
as  Confederates,  or  rather  under  their 
Protedlion,  and  enjoy  the  fame  Charter 
and  Privileges  as  had  been  allowed  to  the 
City  of  Fipia  -,  which  would  be  a  fort  of 

Medium 
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Medium    between    Slavery  and  Liberty.  ^'    D 
The  Venetians  objedted  that  no  Traces  of  JJS^f;^ 
Liberty   could   remain  in  a  City,  where 
the   Fortifications   and  Adminiftration  of 
Juftice    were   in    the  Hands  of  another 
Power.     Thus  the  Ambafladors  finding  ^n^tafly 
no  Hopes   of  fucceeding   quitted  ^^;//V^,  unfucceff- 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  Venetians  would  "* ' 
never,  unlefs  forced,   abandon  Pifa,  whi- 
ther they  were   continually  fending  Re- 
cruits. 

The  Senate   had    not  much    to  fear 
this  Year   from  the  Florentines,   who  had 
not  taken  the  Field  early  in  the  Spring, 
and  the  Seafon  being  far  advanced,  could 
not  keep  the  Field   much   longer  on  ac- 
count of  the  Floods,  to  which  the  Coun- 
try   about  Pifa  is,  by  its  low  Situation; 
very  fubjedt.     They  ordered  a  new  Levy 
of  Five  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,    to  be 
commanded  by  the  Duke   of  Urbifjo,   to 
whom  they  gave  the  Title  of  Governor, 
and  who,   purfuant  to  fome  Intelligence, 
was  to  make  a  Diverfion  by  attacking  the 
Florentines  on  a  difl-erent  Quarter      They 
purpofed  alfo  to  ferve  themfelves  of  Piero 

de 
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A.  D.  ^'  Mediciy  on  whofc  account  they  levied 
l^^Tvfo  Hundred  Men  at  Arms  under  Cark 
Orfmi  and  Bartolomeo  Alviano.  Nor  wcr$ 
they  without  Hopes  of  inducing  Bentivo- 
glio  to  invade  their  Country  on  the  Side 
of  the  Bologneje.  For  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
it  feems,  was  difTatisfied  with  him  becaufe 
his  Son  Annihale  Bentivoglio  had  preferred 
the  Venetian  Service  before  the  Duke's. 
And  this  new  Offence  revived  the  Memory 
of  former  Injuries,  which  he  pretended 
he  had  received  from  him.  For  when 
Terdinando  Duke  of  Calabria  marched 
into  Rofnagna,  Bentivoglio  took  that  Op- 
portunity to  feize  on  fome  Caflies  of  the 
Milanefey  which,  he  faid,  belonged  to 
his  Son  Alejfandro  by  Right  of  Dowry. 
But  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Florentine^ 
the  Caftles  were  reftored  to  Lodovica, 
which  fruftrated  the  Venetians  in  their 
Hopes  of  Afliftance  from  Be?itivoglio^ 
They  applied  next  to  the  Senefe^  whom 
they  had  Reafon  to  think  not  averfe  to 
their  Meafuresj  for,  befides  the  natural 
Difpofition  of  that  People  to  take  up  Arms 
againfl:  the  Florentines,  they  happened  to 
be  in  a  great  Ferment  at  that  Time  on  the 

fol- 
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following  Occaiion.  The  Duke  ofUrl^hio, 
and  the  Orjtm  with  Two  Thoufand  Foot 
and  Four  Hundred  Stradiotti,  had  halted 
at  La  Fratta  in  the  Territory  of  Perugia^ 
from  whence  they  fent  a  MelTage  to  the 
Government  of  Siena  to  defire  a  PafTage 
through  their  Territory.  Pandolfo  Pe^ 
trued,  who  by  his  fuperior  Parts  and 
Management  had  raifed  himfelf  to  the 
fupreme  Dignity  in  that  Republic,  was 
for  granting  a  PafTage ;  but  Nicolo  Bor^ 
ghefe,  his  Father-in-Law,  with  the  Family 
of  the  Beldnti  oppofed  it,  merely  in  Con- 
tradidiion  to  Pandolfo,  of  whofe  Power 
they  were  jealous.  They  pleaded  that  to 
grant  a  Truce  to  the  Florentines,  as  PaU" 
dolfo  and  the  Duke  of  Milan  would  per- 
fuade  them,  was  only  giving  them  an 
Opportunity  of  firft  fubjedling  Pifa,  and- 
then  turning  with  their  whole  Force 
againft  Siena.  On  the  contrary,  the  Re- 
public, like  a  wife  State,  ought  to  im- 
prove the  prefent  Jundlure,  and  not  enter 
into  any  Treaty  that  was  not  like  to  pro- 
duce a  folid  Peace,  in  which  Mofitepulciajio 
fhould  be  yielded  to  the  Seneje,  They 
were  confcious,   that  the  Government  of 

Florence 
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"'•   ?•  Florence  would  never  make  this  Conceflion, 

1498.  . 

and  expe(5ted  that  the  Venetians^  for  fo 
fignal  a  Service,  w^ould  aflifl  them  in 
diminifliing  Pandolfo's  Authority.  As  for 
Pandolfo,  he  found  great  Difficulty  in 
gaining  his  Point,  for  the  Populace  had 
a  natural  Antipathy  to  the  Florentines^  and 
it  vi^as  urged,  with  a  plaufable  Air,  that 
they  had  a  fair  Opportunity  now  given 
them  of  obliging  the  Florentines  under 
their  prefent  Diftrefs  to  give  up  Monte- 
pulciano.  Thefe  Reafons  feemed  to  out- 
weigh thofe  of  Pajidolfoy  who,  on  his 
Side,  reprefented,  befides  the  common 
Calamities  of  War,  the  Danger  of  per- 
mitting the  Venetians  to  have  a  Footing  in 
l'ufca?2y.  He  inlifled  on  this  Point  with 
much  Warmth,  and  told  the  People  that 
they  had  no  Occafion  to  look  out  for 
foreign  Examples,  it  being  frefh  in  the 
Memory  of  many  then  prefent,  that  in 
the  Year  1578,  when  they  joined  Ferdi- 
mando  King  of  Naples  againfl  the  Floren- 
tines they  were  on  the  Point  of  being 
enflaved  by  that  Prince,  which  nothing 
could  have  prevented,  had  not  Mahomet 
the  Ottoman  Emperor,  by  taking  Otranto 

in 
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in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  obliged  the 
King  to  recall  his  Son  Alfinfo  with  his 
Forces  from  Siena,  In  their  own  Hiftory 
they  might  alfo  find  the  Time  when, 
out  of  Refentment  to  the  Florentines  on 
account  of  this  very  Montepulciano^  they 
put  the  State  under  the  Subjedtion  of 
Count  Vertue,  to  induce  him  to  take  up 
Arms  againll  that  Repulic.  Thefe  Ar- 
guments, how  juft  foever,  were  not 
powerful  enough  to  bring  the  People  into 
Pa7idolfo\  Sentiments.  He  found  himfelf 
therefore  under  a  Neceffity  to  call  to  his 
Ailiftance  many  of  his  Friends  out  of  the 
Country,  by  whofe  Concurrence  having 
fecured  the  public  Peace  and  himfelf  from 
Tumults,  he  made  a  Five  Year's  Truce 
with  i\\^Flore?jti?ies,  who  in  return,  paying 
a  greater  Regard  to  their  Fear  of  the  pre- 
fent  Danger  than  to  the  Dignity  of  the 
State,  obliged  themfelves  to  deftroy  part 
of  the  Bridge  of  ValianOy  together  with 
the  Redoubt,  which  had  given  fo  much 
Umbrage  to  the  Senefe^  who  were  per- 
mitted to  erecft  what  Forts  they  pleafed 
between  Chiane  and  Montepulciano,  This 
Treaty  raifed  Pandolfo\  Power  and  Au- 
VoL.  II.  R  thority 
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thofity  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  enabled  him 
not  long  after  to  get  his  Father-in- 
Law  condemned  to  die  for  ardently 
oppofing  his  Meafures ;  which  ftruck 
fuch  a  Terror  into  the  Party,  that  they 
quiedy  fuffered  him  to  rule  the  State 
in  as  abfolute    a  Manner  as  he  pleafed. 

Th£  Venetians  being  thus  difappointed 
at  Siena^  and  not  able  to  obtain  a  Paflagc 
for  their  Troops  through  the  Territory  of 
'Perugia,  refolved  to  attack  the  Florentines 
by  the    Way    of  Romagna,    where  they 
expected,  that,    by  Means    of  Piero  de 
Media  s  Intereft,  it  would  be  eafy  to  re- 
duce the  Towns  in  the  Appenines.     For 
this  Purpofe  they  obtained  Leave   of  the 
petty  Lord  of  Faenza  to  march  a  Body  of 
Troops  through   the  Valley  of  Lanione, 
accompanied    by  Piero  and  Giulia?jo  de 
Medici,  who  took  Pofleflion  of  Mai'radi^ 
a  Town  on  the  Appenines  facing  Romagna, 
without  Oppofition  -,  for  Dionigi  di  Naldo, 
a  Gendeman  whofe  Eftate  lay  in  the  Val- 
leys between  thofe  Hills,  who  had  Orders 
to  afTemble  the  Peafants,  and  to  raife  Three 
Hundred  Soldiers,    had  fo   few   Troops 

with 
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with  him,  that  he  thought  fit  to  quit 
the  Place  and  retire.  The  Venetians 
then  laid  Siege  to  Cafliglione,  a  Fort 
on  an  Eminence  above  Marradi^  and 
were  in  Hopes  of  taking  it,  for  there 
was  a  Scarcity  of  Proviiions  and  Water 
hi  the  Place,  and  the  Conqueft  of  it 
would  have  opened  them  a  Paflage 
into  Mugello,  a  Territory  contiguous  to 
Florence.  But  the  Dearnefs  of  Proviii- 
ons was  happily  compcnfated  by  the 
Refolution  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
Want  of  Water  by  Providence  -,  for 
there  fell  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Rain,  that  in 
one  Night  all  the  Cifterns  and  Veflels 
were  filled. 

In  the  mean  time  Count  Rinuccio,  and 
the  Lord  oiFiombino^  with  other  Generals, 
marched  through  Mugello  to  the  Relief  of 
the  Fort,  and  obliged  the  Venetians  to  re- 
tire with  Precipitation  j  for  as  they  had 
expelled  but  little  Refiftance  in  thofe 
Parts,  they  v/ere  but  ill  provided  to  look 
the  Enemy  in  the  Face.  As  foon  as  the 
Duke  oi Milan  received  Intelligence  of  this 
Irruption,  he  ordered  Count  Gajazzo,  who 
R  2  was 
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was  at  Coiignuola  with  Three  Hun- 
dred Men  at  Arms,  and  One  Thoufand 
Foot,  and  Fracajfa,  who  was  arrived  from 
Forli  with  One  Hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
to  follow  the  Invaders.  But  thefe,  to  a- 
void  the  Danger  of  being  hemmed  in 
between  two  Armies,  turned  off  and  joined 
the  Duke  of  JJrbinOy  who  had  marched 
from  Perugidy  and  was  encamped  with 
the  reft  of  the  Venetian  Forces  between 
Ravenna  and  Forliy  with  Httle  Hopes  of 
undertaking  any  thing  of  Confequence. 
For,  belides  the  Florentine  Troops  in 
Romagnay  the  Duke  of  Milan  had 
Five  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  and  Five 
Hundred  Archers  in  that  Territory,  ex-* 
clufive  of  One  Thoufand  Foot  appointed 
to  guard  the  important  Pafles  of  Forli 
and  Imola, 


riielii\  iDuRiNG  thefe  Tranfadions  Fagolo 
Exploitsin^//^///^  having  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
'Vico  PiJanOy  refted  there  fome  Days; 
but  finding  Provifions  grow  fhort,  and 
being  defirous  of  ftraitening  more  and 
more  the  PifanSy  he  refolved  on  the 
Siege  of  Lihrafaita.     And   in   order  to 

avoid 
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avoid  the  Inconveniences  attending  the 
March  of  an  Army  incumbered  with  Ar- 
tillery and  heavy  Baggage,  he  chofe  to 
avoid  the  beaten  Road  that  leads  over  the 
Hills  to  the  Plains  of  Pi/ay  as  alfo  another 
Road,  that  goes  round  the  Hills  from  the 
Plains  of  Pifa  to  Librafafta  ;  and,  with 
the  Help  of  a  vafl:  Number  of  Pioneers, 
made  a  new  Way  over  the  Mountains,  by 
which  he  marched,  taking  in  by  the  Way 
a  Redoubt  the  Pifans  had  ered:ed  on  MoJite 
Maggiore,  and  defcended  into  the  Plain 
of  Librafatta  unmolefled.  The  next  Day 
without  much  Difficulty  he  pofTefTed  him- 
fclf  of  Potito  and  Cajlel  Vecchio^  two  Forts 
near  one  another,  and  at  a  fmall  Diftance 
from  the  Town  ;  on  this  laft  Fort,  and 
fome  other  Places  of  Advantage,  he 
planted  his  Artillery,  in  Hopes  that  the 
Walls  being  by  this  Means  battered  above 
and  below,  the  Breaches  might  be  mount- 
ed, and  the  Place  taken  the  next  Day. 
3ut  in  the  Night  an  Arch  of  the  Wall  fell 
down,  and  filled  up  the  Breach  to  the 
Height  of  Four  Braces  j  fo  that  Vitelli 
R  3  having 
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■^'  ^  having  in  vain  attempted  to  feale  the  Walls 
...^..^for  Three  Days  fucceffivcly,  began  to 
doubt  of  Succels,  and  the  more  becaufe 
the  Befiegers  were  greatly  annoyed  by  a 
large  Piece  of  Cannon  that  fcoured  their 
Trenches.  But  P^goh's  Courage  and 
Induftry  on  this  Occafion  were  highly 
indebted  to  Fortune,-  without  whofe  Fa- 
vour good  Generals  often  find  their  moffc 
promifing  Hopes  fruftrated  ;  for  a  lucky 
Shot  from  the  Camp  difmounted  the 
Enemy's  murdering  Piece  of  Cannon, 
killed  one  of  their  befl:  Gunners,  and 
made  its  Way  through  the  Rampart. 
This  Accident  fo  terrified  the  Belieged, 
who  befides  could  not  mount  the  Wall 
without  great  Danger  from  the  Cannon 
on  Ca/iel  Vecchioy  that  they  capitulated  the 
Fourth  Day,  and  furrendered  the  Town, 
and  foon  after  the  Caftle  when  the  Can- 
non began  to  play. 

LiBRAFATTA  being  taken,  Fagolo  fet 
his  Men  at  Work  in  ereding  Forts  on  the 
neighbouring  Hills,  particularly  a  large  and 
ftrong  Fort  at  S>mitci  Maria  in  Cajielloy 
which  from  the  Mount  on  which  it  was 

feated 
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feated  was  called  Ventura  ;  from  this  ^-  ^• 
Fort  he  made  Excurfions  all  over  the^Jl^ 
Country,  It  is  reported  that  on  this  very 
Spot  of  Ground,  Caftruccio  of  Luccay  a 
famous  Commander,  formerly  built  t 
Caftle,  by  means  of  which,  and  o^  Libi-a- 
fattay  he  intercepted  all  Convoys  of  Pro- 
vifions  coming  to  Pifa  from  Lucca  and 
Pietra  Sa?ita, 

'    The   VenetianSy    always    attentive    on 
every   thing   that  might  conduce   to  the 
Prefervation  of  P//2?,  thought  of  making 
an    Advantage   of  fome   Difcontent   and 
Unealinefs  of  the  Marquis   of  Mantouay 
who  was  in  the  Duke  of  Milan  %  Service, 
and  was  diffatisfied  at  his  being  refufed 
the  Title  of  Captain  General,  which  Lo~ 
dovico  did  not   think  fit  to  grant,  left  it 
fliould  offend  Giovamii  Galeazzo  da  San^ 
feverinoy  on  whom  he  had  conferred  that 
Honour,  more  out  of  perfonal    Regard, 
than  for  true   Merit.     But  he  made  the 
Marquis  a  Promife  that  in  Three  Months 
Time  he  v/ould  procure  him  the  Title  of 
Captain  General,   either  from  the  King  of 
the  Romans  J  or  from  the  Pope,  or  from 
R  4  the 
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^-  ^^-  the  King  of  Naplesy  or  at  leafl  from  the 
■  ^Florentines.  The  Three  Months  being 
elapfed,  and  nothing  done  in  his  Favour, 
and  his  Pay  being  alfo  in  Arrear,  the 
Marquis  applied  himfelf  to  the  Venetians, 
offering  to  enter  again  into  their  Service. 
They  accepted  this  Offer  of  the  Marquis, 
and  agreed  to  fend  him  to  Pifa  at  the 
Head  of  Three  Hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
Lodovico  being  apprifed  of  this  Negotia- 
tion, with  Gaieazzo^  Confent,  declared 
hiih  Captain  General  both  of  his  own 
and  C^fars  Forces.  But  the  Marquis  had 
already  been  at  Venice,  and,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  Oppofition  made  by  the  Flore^itines^ 
had  accepted  of  the  Commiffion,  had 
received  a  Sum  of  Money  to  enable  him 
to  march  to  the  Afliftance  of  the  Pi  fans, 
and  was  returned  to  Maiitoua  to  put  him- 
felf in  Readinefs.  And  had  the  Vefietians 
been  as  expeditious  in  difpatching  ^s  they 
were  in  inlifting  him,  they  might  have 
retained  him,  and  fecured  him  in  their 
Service  :  But  they  proceeded  (lowly,  on 
account  of  an  Offer  that  was  made  them 
by  fome  old  Friends  of  the  Medici,  who 
engaged  to  deliver  the  C^ftle  of  Bibbiena 
.    '  in 
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in  the  Cafenti?JO  into  their  Hands,  and 
reprefenting  the  Difficulties  of  fending 
Reinforcements  to  Pija,  inclined  the 
Senate  to  conclude  it  more  expedient  to 
fet  their  Thoughts  on  making  Diverfions 
than  on  fending  Succours.  The  Marquis, 
provoked  at  this  Delay,  returned  into 
Lodovico\  Service  with  Three  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms  and  One  Hundred  light 
Horfe,  and  v^as  complimented  with  the 
Title  of  Captain  General  of  the  Imperial 
and  Milanefe  Forces.  As  for  the  Mo- 
ney he  had  received  of  the  Venetians^ 
he  pretended  it  was  his  Due  upon  old 
Arrears. 

The  Plot  concerning  Bihbiena  was  not 
carried  on  fo  fecretly  but  that  the  Floren- 
tines got  Notice  of  it,  and  having  been  in- 
formed of  all  the  Particulars  from  Bologna^ 
immediately  deputed  a  CommilTary  to 
Bihbiena  to  prevent  the  Danger.  But  the 
moft  careful  and  prudent  Deilgns  are  ren- 
dered vain  and  ufelefs,  when  negligently  or 
imprudendy  condud:ed.  The  Commiflary 
indeed  immediately  fecured  the  moii 
iu(peded,but  was  afterwards  weak  enough 

to 


250  THE    HISTORY   OF 

'^'   ^'  to  releafe  them  on  the  bare  Credit  of  their 
I.  -y^own  Affeverations  j  and  took  Co  little  Pre- 
caution in  other  Refpedts,  that  he  facili- 
tated   the   Meafures  of  the    DifafFeded. 
AhianOy    who    was    intrufled    with   the 
Execution  of  the   Plot,  difpatched  fome 
of  his  Horfemen,  accoutred   hke  Travel- 
lers, who  riding  all  Night  arrived  by  Break 
of  Day  at  Bibbiena^  and  feized  on  a  Gate 
tal-enby  of  the  Town  without  Oppofition,  for  the 
Stratagem  Com miffary  had  placed  no  Guard,  nor  fo 
much  as   given  Orders,  as   in  fufpicious 
Times  he  ought,   not  to  open  the  Gates 
fo  early  as  ufual.      This  iirfl  Party  was 
foon  followed  by  fuccefUve  Detachments 
of  Horfe,  who  gave  out   on  the  Road, 
that   they  belonged    to    Vitelli.      Their 
Friends  in  the  Town  had  now  no  more  to 
do  but  to  declare  themfelves  openly  with 
all  Security,  and  thus  was  the  Place  taken 
without  a  Blow  *.    Ahoiano  arrived  the 
fame  Day   and  tho'  his  Force   was  but 

fmall, 

♦  Bembo  writes  that  the  Venetians  paffed  for  Floren* 
tints  come  to  reinforce  the  Garrifon,  by  which  Stratagem 
they  had  before  got  PofTeffion  of  the  famous  Monaftery 
of  CamaUoU.  BuonocorH  fays  that  Piero  de'  Medici  and 
iSy/tano  fent  a  Gentlejnan  with  a  Letter  figned  with  Ten 

coun^ 
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fmall,  yet  as  he  was  never  wanting  to 
piifh  hrs  good  Fortune  with  all  pofTible 
Celerity,  he  immediately  inverted  Poppi, 
the  ftrongefl  Fortrefs  in  the  Vale  of 
Bibbiena  ;  but  finding  it  well  provided, 
he  thought  fit  to  draw  off,  and  take  Pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  little  Places  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Bibbiena^  tho'  of  no  great 
Importance.  The  River  Arm  runs  thro* 
the  Cafentim^  which  is  a  narrow,  rocky, 
and  barren  Country,  at  the  Foot  of  the 
AppemiineSj  at  that  Time  covered  with 
Snow,  as  it  was  the  Beginning  of  Winter  j 
but  it  was  a  Pafs  that,  if  Poppi  had  been 
taken,  would  have  commanded  the  Road 
to  Florence^  and  lay  no  lefs  convenient  for 
a  PafTagc  into  the  rich  and  fertile  Territo- 
ries of  Arezzo,  and  VaUai'm^  which  are 
full  of  Towns  and  Villages,  and  of  great 
Importance  to  the  FIore?iti?i€s^  who  were 
by  no  Means  wanting  to  themfelves  in  fo 
dangerous  a  Jundure,  but  made  Provifi- 
on  of  all  Things  neceflary  for  Defence  in 

every 

counterfeit  Names  of  Magiftrates  of  Florence,  ordering 
Quarters  to  be  provided  for  Eighty  Horfe  on  their  Marcii 
thither  commanded  by  Cyiulip  Vitelli,  by  which  Means 
Alviano  with  One  Hundred  Horfe  was  admitted  int»  the 
Town  inftead  of  VittUi, 
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every  Place  that  required  it.  And  by  keep- 
ing good  Intelligence,  they  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  dilcover  and  fupprefs  a  Confpir 
racy:  forming  againft  them  21  Arezzo,  and 
immediately  fent  Orders  to  Count  Riniiccioy 
who   was   in    the  Pi/a?!,   to  march    and 
pofTefs    himfelf   of  the    PafTes    between 
Valdibagno  and  La  Ft  eve  Sa?i  StefanOy  in 
order  to  prevent  the  VeneUam  from  pour- 
ing more  Troops  into  the  Cafe?itino.     But 
all  their  Precaution  co.uld  not. hinder  the 
Dake  of  Duke   of  JJrbino^  Carlo  Orjiiti^  and  other 
vadelthe'^^^^^^^Sj   with   Seven   Hundred  Men  at 
Caftniino.p^xm^y    Six   Thoufand   Foot,    and   fome 
German    Mercenaries,    from    penetrating 
into  that    Country,   and  intirely  fubjed:- 
ing  the   fame,    except   the    Fortrefs    of 
Poppiy  which    was    a    fecond  Time  at^ 
tempted  in  vain. 

Florentine.    This    unexpccfled    IrruptioH    put   the 

roared     Florentines  under  a  Neceflity  of  recalling 

gainft  the Pagolo  VitelH  with  his   Forces  from  the 

"*'*•     Pi  fan,    which    was    what    the   Venetians 

chiefly  had  in  View   by  making  this  Di- 

verfion.     That  General  leaving  fuffiqient 

Garrifons  in  Fort  Ventura  and  other  im^ 

portant 
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portant  Places,    marched  into  the  Cafen-  ^-  ^- 
//«^,   and  obliged  the  Enemy  to  quit  theij^^ 
Neighbourhood  of  Prato  Vecchio^  where 
they  had  begun  to  entrench  themfelves, 
and  being  afterwards  joined  by  Fracajfa 
with   Five   Hundred  Men  at  Arms,   and 
Five  Hundred   Foot  from  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  reduced  them  to    great  Straits  *. 
The    Ve7ietians    were    difperfed  in  fmall 
Bodies,  for  Conveniency  of  Quarters,  and 
were   befides  obliged  to  poft  feveral  Corps 
in  the  PafTes  of  Vernia,  Chiujty  and  Monfa^ 
lone:,  fituate  on  the  Tops  of  the  Appeninesy 
to    fecure    themfelves  a   Retreat.     They 
had  now  little  Hopes  left  of  making  any 
Progrefs  here  or  elfewhere,  for  Rinuccio 
with  Two  Hundred  Lances   had  thrown 
himfelf  into   Arezzo,    and  the  Peafants 
were   by  no  Means  their  Friends,  being 
difaffeded  to  the  Family  of  the  Medici, 
and  befides  their  Horfes  wanted  Forage  in 
that  hilly  Country.     For  thefe  Reafons  it 
was  thought  fit  to  fend  back  the  Artillery 
with  Part    of  the  heavy   Baggage,    and 

draw 

*   Bemho  tells  us  that  ntelli  gave  a  general  AITauh 
to   ?ifa  before  he  went  off. 
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to  draw  their  Quarters  as  clofe  as  the  Si- 
tuation of  the  Country  would  permit. 

ViTELLi  had  determined  to  proceed 
with  Caution,  and  to  attempt  nothing 
with  Precipitation,  as  he  was  naturally 
wary  and  patient.  To  obtain  a  coniidera- 
ble  Advantage,  he  never  regarded  Length 
of  Time  or  Hardfhip  of  Fatigue.  He 
would  not,  to  fave  Expences,  venture  oa 
an  Undertaking  without  an  abundant 
Supply  of  all  NecefTaries  ;  neither  would 
he,  for  the  Glory  of  obtaining  an  eafy  and 
fpeedy  ViAory,  raihly  endanger  his  Army^ 
and  the  Succefs  of  his  Enterprize.  With 
this  Difpofition  he  deferred  the  Attack  of 
the  ftrong  Places  in  the  Cafentino  till  he 
had  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  weakeft, 
and  fecured  the  PafTes  of  the  Appennims^ 
with  Guards,  Forts,  and  other  Incum- 
brances, by  fpoiling  the  Roads,  and  felling 
Trees  acrofe  them,  by  which  means  the 
Enemy  would  not  only  be  prevented 
from  receiving  frefh  Supplies,  but  be 
difabled  from  giving  Affiftance  to  each 
other  from  their  different  Quarters. 
In    this   manner    he    hoped  to    diflrefs 

them, 
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them,  not  doubting  but  their  chief  ^-  ^• 
Strength,  which  lay  in  and  about  Bib- 2^^^ 
biena^  would  foon  be  put  to  Hardfliips 
for  want  of  Provilions  and  Forage. 
With  this  View  he  took  PoflefTion  of 
feveral  fmall  Places,  infignificant  in  them- 
felves,  but  ferviceable  to  his  Purpofes,  and 
afterwards  furprifed  feveral  Men  at  Arms 
in  their  Quarters  about  Bibbiena.  As  foon 
as  he  received  Intelligence  that  the  Vene^ 
tians  were  alTembling  a  Body  of  Men  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Mountains,  he 
poUefTed  himfelf  of  the  Places  aboutMount 
Vernay  and  blocked  up  all  the  PalTes,  and 
fpoiled  the  Roads,  to  prevent  their  march- 
ing to  the  Succour  of  their  Troops  on  this 
Side  the  Hills  in  the  Cafenti?to,  by  which  ^ 
Means  the  Enemy's  Forces  in  that  Coun- 
try were  greatly  diftrefled,  Numbers 
deferted,  and  many  others  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Peafants  in  that  rough  and 
difficult  Country,  and  were  flripped  and 
plundered. 

Tho'  the  FlorenUne  Ambafladors  h^id  renftia»j 
left    Ftmce     without    Succefs,     another ?.';''' °^'*'* 

XT  •     »  r  War. 

Negotiation  was   fet  on  Foot  in  Ferrara, 

at 
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at  the  Solllcitations  of  the  Venetians.  For 
many  of  the  graver  Senators  began  to  be 
tired  of  a  War  that  was  maintained  at  fo 
vaft  an  Expence,  and  attended  with  fuch 
Difficulties  ;  and  as  they  had  now  no 
Profped:  of  making  any  farther  Progrefs 
in  the.  CafentinOy  they  grew  more  and 
more  defirous  of  relinquifhing  their 
vexatious  Engagements  with  Fija^  pro- 
vided they  could  extricate  themfelves  with 
Honour. 


King  of       All  this   while  the  King  of  France 
France     ^^g   making  Preparations  to  invade  the 

treats  with  or 

the  Vem-  MUanefe  the  following  Year,  and  exped:ed 
tiam.  ^^  i^g  joined  by  the  Vejietiam^  the  mortal 
Enemies  of  Lodovico.  For  this  End  he 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  ftrid  Alliance 
with  the  Republic.  But  he  treated  with 
more  Freedom  and  Confidence  of  a  firm 
Union  with  the  Pope ;  who,  tho'  difap- 
pointed  of  an  Alliance  with  Federigo  by 
his  rejeding  the  Match  propofed  by  his 
Holinefs,  flill  retained  his  ambitious  Views 
towards  the  Kingdom  of  NapleSy  and  put 
all  his  Trufl  in  the  King  for  obtaining; 
through  his  Means,    Federigos  Daughter 

Charlottaj 
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Charlottci^    who   was   brought  up  at  the  '^-    O. 
French  Court,  for  his  Son  Cardinal  Valenza.  ^^.^^-^ 
Lewisy    at   whofe   Difpofal   the    Princefs  and  with 
feemed  to  be,  had  given  the  Pope  En-'^®^°P*' 
couragement   to    hope    that    his    Defiie 
would  be  gratified.     On  this  Profped:  the  ' 
Cardinal  came    one    Morning    into  >the 
Conliftory,  and  humbly  intreated  his  Holi- 
nefs  and  their   Eminences  the   Cardinals 
for  Leave  to  diveft  himfelf  of  his  Eccle- 
liaftic  Habit  and  Digtiity,  and   to  follow 
that  ProfeiTion  to  which   he  feemed  or- 
dained by  Fate.     On   giving  their   Con- 
fent,  he   clothed  himfelf  in  fecular  Ap- 
parel, and    prepared    for  his  Journey   to 
France.     The  Pope  had  already  promifed 
to  fend  the  King  a  Bull  for   his  Divorce^  Articles 
and  Lfw/V  in  return  had  obliged  himfelf,  «f 'he 
as  foon   as    he    fhould   have   conquered 
the  Dutchy  of  Milan,    to    affill   him  in 
reducing  to  the  Obedience  of  the  Apoftolic 
See  the  Cities  pofleffed  by  the  Vicars  in 
Romagna,  and    to  pay  him    immediately 
Thirty  Thoufand  Ducats,  which  his  pre- 
fent  Exigencies  required.     This  Sum,  he 
pretended,   was  no  more  than  what  was 
neceffary  for  the  King's  Interefl,  fince  he 
Vol.  II.  S  was 
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was  obliged  to  keep  an  extraordinary 
Guard  to  defend  himfelf  from  Confpira- 
cies,  which  he  expelled  would  be  formed 
againfl  him  on  Account  of  bis  Union 
with  France.  In  the  Execution  of  this 
Treaty  the  King  began  with  paying  the 
Money,  and  the  Pope  committed  the 
Affair  of  the  Divorce  to  his  Nuncio  the 
Bifhop  of  Ceuta,  and  to  the  Archbifhops 
of  Paris  and  Rouen.  The  Queen  at  iirft 
pleaded  in  Court  by  her  Counfel,  bul 
finding  fhe  could  not  confide  in  her 
Judges,  and  that  ihc  muffe  at  laft  be 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  King's  Power, 
flie  withdrew  her  Plea,  and  gave  up  the 
Caufe,  agreeing  to  accept  of  the  Re- 
venues of  the  Dutchy  of  Berry  for  her 
Maintenance,  with  an  Addition  of  Thirty 
divorced.  Thoufand  Livres  Yearly.  The  Sentence 
of  Divorce  was  pronounced  by  the  Judges, 
and  nothing  now  remained  for  the  So- 
lemnization of  the  new  Marriage,  but  the 
Difpenfation  to  be  brought  by  Cajar  Bor- 
gia, who,  from  Cardinal  and  Archbifliop 
oiValenza,  now  became  a  Soldier,  and 
Duke  Valentino,  for  the  King  had  made 
him  a  Captain  of  One   Hundred  Lances, 

with 
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with  a  Salary  of  Twenty  Thouf^nd  Livixs, 
and  gave  him  the  Gity  of  Vaknce  in 
Dauphine^  with  the  Tide  of  Duke,  and 
a  Revenue  of  Twenty  Thoufan.d  Livrej 
more*.  The  Duke  embarked  at  Ollia. 
onboard  a  Squadron  the  King  had  fent 
thither  for  that  Purpofe,  and  amte;d  at 
Court  the  latter  End  of  the  Y^ar  with 
great  Pomp  and  Magnificence,  where  he 
was  received  by  the  King  with  wonderful 
Marks  of  Efteem.  He  brought  with  him 
a  Cardinal's  Hat  for  George  dAmboife, 
who  had  conftantly  attended  the  KingArchbp. 
both  in  his  good  and  bad  Fortune,  and^^J^";^* 
had  a  great  Share  in  his  Confidence.  But  Cardinal. 
Valentino  %  firft  Step  at  Court  was  by  no 
means  fatisfa(5tory.  He  pretended  that 
he  had  not  brought  with  him  the  Bull  of 
Difpenfation,  being  thus  inftrudled  by  his 
Father,  who  imagined  that  the  King's 
Eagernefs  would  forward  his  Defigns, 
and  that  he  would  be  fooner  induced  to 
gratify  him  with  the  Expedtation  than 
with  the  Remembrance  of  a  Benefit.  Bat 
the  Biiliop  of  Ceuta^  under  a  Promife  of 
S  2  Secrecy 

♦  Valence^  a  City  in  Dauphiny^  is  the  Capital  of  th« 
FaleniinQiJi^ud  was  erefted  inco  a  Dutcby  for  C^JarBorgia, 
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Secrecy,  revealed  the  whole  Myftery. 
.Wherefore  the  King  being  well  fatisfied 
in  his  Conscience  of  the  Expedition  of 
the  Bull,  made  no  farther  Scruple,  but 
went  to  Bed  to  his  new  Bride*.  The 
Duke  then  thought  fit  to  produce  the 
Bull,  but  being  informed  how  he  had  been 
betrayed  by  the  Bifliop,  hh  took  care 
afterwards  to  have ,  him  difpatched  by 
Poifon-. 

Leivh  The  King  was  now   very  follicitous 

concludes  ^^  prevent  Difturbances  from  the  neigh- 

with6'/tf//;  bouring  Princes.     He  concluded  a  Peace 

'  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and  that  Monarch 

refolving   to   interfere   no   more    in     the 

Affairs  of  Ifaiy,  recalled  all  his  AmbafTa- 

dors  from   that  Country,    excepting  one 

at  Rome,    and  ordered  Gonjaho   and    his 

Forces  to  return  into  Spain,  yielding  to 

Federigo  thofe  Places  in  the  Province  of 

Calabria  which  he  had  hitherto  detained. 

But 

*  The  Wife  from  whom  Lenvis  was  divorced  was 
Giovanna,  Sifter  to  Charles  VIII.  a  crooked  Lady.  His 
new  Wife  was  Anne  Dutc'iefs  of  Bretany,  Widow  of 
Cbarks  ViU. 
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But  Lewis  -found  it  more  difficult  to 
accommodate   Matters  with  the  King  of 
the    Romans  J    who    took   Occafion   from 
fome  Tumults  arifmg   in  Biirgu?idy^     to 
enter  that   Country  j  for  which   Purpofe 
he  was  furniihed  by  Lodovico  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Sum  of  Money,  on  a  Prefumpti- 
on  that  a  War  v/ith  Ccefar  would  prevent 
the  Italian  Expedition,  or  if  a  Peace  was 
concluded  that  hefhould  be  comprehend- 
ed in  the  Treaty,  as  Maximilian  had  pro- 
mifed  him.      But  after  fome  Time  fpent 
in  negotiating  the    King  figned   a  Treaty 
with  the  Archduke,  by  which  he  reflored 
to  him   the   Towns  he  pofTeffed  in  the 
Province    of  Artois.     The  King  of  the 
Roma?is  was   fo    well   fatisfied   with   this 
Peace,  fo  advantageous  to  his    Son,  that 
he  agreed  to  a  Truce  for  feveral  Months, 
without  any  Mention   of  Lodovico^  with 
whom  he  pretended  to  be  diifatisfied,  for 
not  continuing  to  comply  with  his  exorbi^ 
tant  Demands  of  Money. 

The  King  of  France  alfo   confirmed 

the  Peace  his  PredeceiTor  had  made  with 

S  3  Efiglandy 
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■^'  ^-  Englajid^  and  having  thus  taken  all  Pre- 
<—,^^.,^  cautions  for  the  Security  of  his  Dominions, 
Unvts      j^g  reieded  all  the  Overtures  made  him  by 

connrms      ,       ^    ,  ^        ., 

the  Peacethe  Duke  01  Milan ^  who  had  corrupted 
with  £»^a-^gyg    I   of    the  Courtiers,    and    tried    all 

land.  . 

Methods  to  get  both  Ve7iettans  and  Flo- 
reniines  into  his  Interefl.  And  that  Fifa 
might  be  no  Bar  to  his  Deligns,  he  prefTed 
the  Venetians  to  dcpofit  the  fame  in  his 
Hands  j  and  to  induce  the  Florentines  not 
to  raife  Objections,  he  underhand  promifed 
to  rejftore  it  to  them  after  a  fhort  Time  *. 
This  Treaty,  which  was  full  of  Difficul- 
ties, and  entered  into  with  different  Views 
and  Intereft,  was  for  feveral  Months 
varioufly  condudted.  For  the  Florentines 
in  the  Cafe  under  Confiideration  muft  have 
entered  into  an  Alliance  with  France^  and 
as  it  was  doubted  whether  Lewis  was  a 
more  religious  Obferver  of  his  Treaties 
than  his  Predeceffor  had  been,  the  Go- 
vernment could   not  agree  among  them- 

felves. 

*  The  Florentines  agreed  to  have  Pi/a  depofited  in 
the  King's  Hands,  but  ufed  their  Endeavours  to  have  it 
depofited  in  the  Hands  of  Pagolo  Vitelli,  the  King's 
Friend,  or  with  the  College  of  Cardinal?,  who  fliould  be 
impowered  to  deliver  it  without  the  Pope's  Confeut. 
Buonocorjl. 
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felves.     Thus  the  City,  agitated  between  ^-   ^• 
the  Ambition   of  the  chief  Citizens   andv..^v*— ' 
the  Licentioufnefs  of  the  popular  Govern- 
ment,   and  at  the   fame   Time    engaged 
with  the  Duke  of  Mihin  on  account  of 
Pifa^  was  fo  divided,  that  it   was   with 
great  Difficulty  that  any  thing  of  Moment 
could  be  fettled,  while  fome  of  the  great 
Men  wifhed  the  Downfal  of  the  Duke  of 
Milan  by  the  Hands  of  the  French ^  and 
others  were  as  much  in  his  Intereft. 

The  Venetians,  how  much  foever  \xv-Venettars 
clined  to  enter  into  an  Alliance  withFr^wrfj^gp^l-jte' 
were  determined  not  to  yield  to  the  Depo- 
fite,  for  they  expeded  better  Terms,  both 
as  to  the  Reimburfement  of  their  £x- 
pences,  and  with  refped  to  their  Honour, 
from  the  Treaty  at  Ferrara-,  Lodovico 
chofe  alfo  to  have  this  Matter  rather 
fettled  by  the  Duke  of  Ferrara^  left  the 
depofiting  of  Fija  might  be  a  Means 
of  uniting  the  Venetians  and  Florentiiies 
with  France.  He  was  not  without  Hopes 
alfo  that  if  Affairs  were  once  determined 
by  the  Italians  themfelves,  the  Venetians 
might  be  induced  to  give  over  all  Thoughts 
34.  of 
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-^'    ^- '  of  attempting  any  thing  to  his  Prejudice. 

u— y-lwBut  thefe  were  the  very  Reafons  why 
Lewis  did  not  approve  the  Treaty  of 
Ferrara ;  and  the  Pope,  always  on  the 
Watch  to  take  Advantage  of  the  Misfor- 
tunes of  others,  did  his  Endeavours  to 
weaken  and  diflurb  it.  For  as  his  Autho- 
rity was  very  great  with  the  King  in  all 
Matters  relating  to  Italy,  he  imagined 
that  if  the  Treaty  concerning  the  De- 
poiite  made  any  Progrefs,  he  might 
have  a  Share  in  the   Management. 

It  was  now  under  Deliberation  at 
Venice,  whether,  in  Cafe  the  French  fliould 
give  up  the  Point  of  the  Depofite,  which 
they  were  refolved  never  to  comply  with, 
they  fhould  join  the  French  againfl:  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  as  they  were  earncflly 
,  follicited,  and  moreover  tempted  with  an 
Offer  of  Cremona,  and  the  whole  Ghiara^ 
dadda.  This  Acquilition  and  Enlarge- 
ment of  Dominion  was  univeafally  liked, 
andclligible  in  itfelf,  but  the  Conditions 
0X\  which  it  was  to  be  obtained  deferved 
the  moft  ferious  Confideration,  as  it  ap- 
peared 
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peared  too  dangerous  to  the  Republic,  to 
fuffer  the  French  Power  to  grow  to  an 
extravagant  Height  in  Italy.  A  Council 
of  the  Pregati,  which  fupplies  the  Place 
of  the  Senate,  was  fummoned,  where 
after  long  Debates  from  time  to  time,  on 
the  Day  appointed  for  coming  to  a  final 
Refolution,  Antonio  Grimano^  a  Sena- 
tor of  great  Authority,  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows. 


"  When  I  confider,  ilJuftrious  Sena-^^;^,„^«, 
tors,  the  immenfe  Favours  Lodovico  has  Speech, 
received  from  our  Republic,  which  in 
thefe  later  Years  hath  often  preferved 
his  Dominions,  and  on  the  other  Hand 
his  vile  Ingratitude,  and  the  Injuries  he 
has  done  us  in  order  to  oblige  us  to 
abandon  the  Defence  of  Pijay  to  which 
he  himfelf  had  encouraged  and  incited 
us,  I  don't  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  thas  it  is 
the  general  Sentiment  of  this  illuftrious 
Body,  that  we  ought  to  take  a  fignal  Re- 
venge. For  what  Infamy  can  be  greater 
than  to  be  paffive  under  Affronts,  which 
v/ould  render  us  contemptible  in  the  Eyes 
of  ail  the  World.     We  fhould  be  thought 

dege- 
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degenerated  from  our  glorious  Ancellors, 
(who  when  provoked  but  by  flight  Injuries, 
never  refufed  to  undergo  any  Danger  to 
preferve  the  Dignity  of  the  Venetian 
jMame.  For  the  Deliberations  of  Repu- 
blics require  no  mean  and  private  Conli- 
derations,  or  which  tend  only  to  Profit, 
but  it  is  necefTary  that  they  fliould  afpire 
to  more  noble  Ends,  by  which  they  may 
increafe  their  Glory  and  Reputation,  which 
are  eafily  loft  when  they  give  Occafion  to 
think  that  we  want  Spirit  to  refent  Affronts, 
or  Courage  to  revenge  them.  But  thefe 
are  both  necefTary  at  prefent,  not  only  for 
the  Pleafure  and  Sweetnefs  attending  a 
juft  Vengance,  but  that  the  Punifhment 
of  the  Offender  may  ferve  as  an  Example 
to  deter  others  from  giving  the  like  Provo- 
cation. In  fuch  a  Condud:  we  fliall  con- 
fult  both  our  Honour  and  UtiKty,  for 
generous  Refolutions  produce  Glory  and 
Profit.  By  fuffering  one  Inconveniency 
many  greater  are  often  prevented,  and 
one  fhort  Trouble  may  free  us  from  a 
Train  of  others.  But  if  we.  confider  the 
Situation  of  Affairs  in  Italy^  the  Difpofi- 
tion  of  feveral  Powers  to  moleft  us,  and 

the 
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the   Snares  and  mifchievous   Devices   of  '^    ^• 
Lodovico  SforzUy  we  mud  be  conflrained  v-11^ 
to  own  that  NecefTity  more  than  any  other 
Confideration  ought   to    influence   us  in 
our   prefent  Debate.     For  the  Duke  of 
Milariy    incited  by  his  natural  Ambition, 
and  his  Hatred   to  this    moft   excellent 
Senate,    not  only  makes  it   his  perpetual 
Study  to  fet  all   Italy,  with  the  King    of 
the    Romans,   and    the    whole   Germanic 
Body,    againfl  us,   but    has   even    com- 
menced  a  Treaty  with  the  Turks  for  the 
fame  vile  Purpofe  of  annoying  us.     You 
are    all    fenfible   that   it   is  through    his 
Means  that  we   meet  with  fuch  Difficul- 
ties, as  almoil  render  us  incapable  of  fup- 
porting  the    Pifans,   or    profecuting  the 
War  in  the  Cafentino,  which  if  continued 
becomes  dangerous,    and    if  abandoned 
fhameful,  unlefs  we  can  find  fome  other 
Way  to  retrieve  our  finking   Reputation, 
the  Decay    of  which    would    elate  the 
Spirits,  and  gratify  the  Malice   of  thdfe 
who  feek  our  Ruin.       All    the    World 
knows  how  much  eaficr  it^is   to  deprefs 
fuch  as  appear  to  be  on  the  Decline,  than 
thofe  who,  by  their  exalted  Station,  feem 

placed 
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placed  above  the  Reach  of  Envy.  You 
rwould  foon  be  convinced  of  this  Truth, 
illuftrious  Senators,  by  feeing  the  Peace 
of  this  flouriihing  State  deftroyed,  and 
the  Noife  of  War  and  Tumults  w^ould  at 
this  Inftant  alarm  our  Fears,  v^^ere  not 
Lodovico  kept  in  lufpenfe  by  his  Appre- 
henfions  of  our  joining  with  the  French, 
But  fliould  we  refufe  their  Offers,  thefe 
Apprehenlions  would  foon  be  at  an  End : 
For  without  our  Affiftance  the  King 
would  not  undertake  this  Expedition,  and 
then  poffibly  by  the  Artifices  of  Lodovico, 
or  the  Corruption  of  the  French  Miniftry, 
he  might  be  drawn  into  a  Compofition 
with  the  Duke  of  Mila?i  to  our  Coft  and 
Damage.  In  this  Cafe  therefore  if  we 
have  the  Good  of  the  Republic  at  Heart, 
and  are  zealous  to  maintain  its  antient 
Dignity  and  Glory,  we  muft  refolve  with 
one  Confent  to  join  with  France^  and  the 
more  heartily  as  it  appears  to  be  the  bed 
Expedient  for  avoiding  the  Danger  that 
threatens  us.  And  I  think  we  ought  to 
congratulate  ourfelves  on  the  good  Fortune 
of  this  State,  which  has  inclined  a  mighty 
King  voluntarily  to  intreat  from  us  what 

our 
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our  Intereft  and  Safety  fliould  move  us  to  ^-  ^• 
implore  from  him  -,  and  all  this  on  fuch  ul^ij^ 
honourable  Conditions,  and  enforced  with 
fuch  advantageous  Offers,  as  may  render 
thia  illuflrious  Body  capable  of  forming 
hereafter  fome  greater  and  nobler  Defigns. 
Nor  have  we  any  Reafon  to  doubt  of 
Succ^fs,  for  -.where  can  Lodo'vico  feek  an 
Afylum,  whither  can  he  fly  for  Refuge, 
when  hunted  and  furrounded  by  two  fuch 
mighty  Powers"?  The  only  Objedion  of 
which  I  am  aware  is,  the  Danger  that 
may  be  imagined  to  threaten  our  Republic 
from  the  Polfeflion  of  Mila?t  by  the  French. 
But  even  this  Objedion  will  lofe  much  of 
its  Force,  if  it  be  confidered  that  in  fuch 
a  Pofture  of  Affairs,  many  Circumftances 
would  appear  in  our  Favour,  which  are 
pow  vifibly  againfl  us.  For  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  but  fuch  an  Increafe  of  Power 
ip  the  French  vfou\d  alarm  all  7/^i^',^nd 
provoke  the  Refentments  of  the  King  of 
the  Romans  and  the  Germa72ic  Body,  who 
will  by  no  means  fuffer  fo  noble  a  Member 
cf  the  Empirfe  to  become  a  Province  to 
France.  The  Confequence  of  this  mud 
be,  that  thofe  very  States  which  now  fill 

us 
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'^'  ^'  u3  with  Apprehenfions  of  their  confedc- 
'  J  rating  with  the  Duke  of  Milan  againft 
us,  would  then,  for  their  own  Intereft, 
appear  in  our  Defence.  And  fuch  is  the 
univerfal  Reputation  of  our  Power,  fo 
current  the  Fame  of  our  Riches,  and, 
what  is  ftill  more  refpeAable,  fuch  is  the 
confirmed  Opinion  of  our  Union  and 
Conftancy  in  the  Prefervation  of  our 
Dominions,  illuftrated  by  {o  many  Exam-^ 
pies,  that  the  King  of  France  will  not 
venture  to  attack  us,  but  in  Conjundion 
with  other  Powers,  and  efpecially  the 
King  of  the  Romans  -,  a  Confederacy  fo 
ill  fuited,  and  attended  with  fo  many 
DifRculties,  that  it  would  be  vain  for  him 
to  expe(5t  it,  or  for  us  to  fear  it.  Nor  is 
it  to  be  thought  that  the  Peace  which 
{le  is  now  endeavouring  to  fettle  with  his 
Neighbours,  will  be  parmanentj  for, 
alas !  Envy,  Umbrage,  and  Fears  of  hi* 
Increafe  of  Power,  will  awaken  and  re* 
animate  all  thofe  who  had  before  found 
Matter  for  Difpute  or  Emulation.  It  is  a 
general  Obfervation  that  the  French  are 
more  refolute  in  acquiring  than  prudent 
in  preferving,  and  how  foon  they  become 

hateful 
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hateful  to  their  new  Subjeds  by  their  ^-  ^* 
infolcnt  Behaviour.  For  which  Reafon, 
ihould  they  conquer  Milan^  they  will  be 
rather  under  a  Neceflity  of  attending'  to 
its  Prefervation,  than  find  Leifure  to  enter 
©n  other  Proje(5ts.  For  a  new  Conquefl* 
not  well  fettled,  or  imprudently  governed, 
rather  dimiflies  than  increafes  the  Power 
of  the  Conqueror.  And  have  we  not  a 
recent  and  convincing  Proof  of  this  Truth 
in  the  Management  of  the  late  King  ? 
How  did  he  fee  all  the  Love  and  Fondnefs 
of  the  Neapolita?js,  who  had  invited  his 
Prcfence,  and  recived  him  with  open 
Arms,  all  of  a  fudden  converted  into 
Extremity  of  Hatred  and  Averfion !  The 
Danger  therefore  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  French  Vidlory  in  Time  to  come,  is  not 
of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  to  avoid  it  we 
fhould  chufe  to  remain  in  prefent  and 
certain  Danger.  To  refufe,  for  the  fake 
of  future  and  uncertain  Lofles,  fo  rich 
and  commodious  a  Part  of  the  Milanefe, 
could  be  imputed  only  to  a  Want  of  Refo- 
lution,  or  a  kind  of  Pufillanimity,  defpica- 
ble  in  private  Life,  but  much  more  in  a 
Republic,  which,  excepting  the  Roman ^ 

is 
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is  the  mofl:  glorious  and  powerful  that 
ever  exifled  on  Earth.  Opportunities  like 
this  are  rare  and  tranlient,  and  it  is  the 
Part  of  Prudence  and  a  generous  Refolu- 
tion  to  lay  Hold  of  them,  as  on  the  con- 
trary it  would  be  Folly  and  Meannefs  of 
Spirit  to  rejed:  them.  Wifdom  that  is 
over  curiouSj  and  too  nicely  ponders 
Events,  is  pften.  blameable  -,  for  human 
Affairs  are  fo  fubjedl  to  Viciffitudes,  that 
theSuccefs  ofan  Enterprize  rarely  anfwers 
the  End  of  the  wifeft  Projedors  j  and 
that^Perfon.  who-;  dares  not  embrace  a 
preient  Good  for  fear  of  a  dubious  and 
diftant  Evil,  will  in  vain  repent  his  loft 
Opportunity  of  acquiring  Wealth  and 
Glory,  out  of  Fear  of  an  approach- 
ing Danger,  which  he  found  afterwards 
vanifhed.  Thefe  are  the  Reafons  which 
induce  me  to  give  my  Opinion  for  enter- 
ing into  an  Alliance  againft  the  Duke  of 
Milan.  It  is,  in  my  Judgment,  highly 
conducive  to  our  prefent  Safety  and  Dig- 
nity, and  is  attended  with  fuch  an  Ac- 
quifition  as  at  any  other  Time  we  ihould 
fpare  neither  Trouble  nor  Expence  to 
obtain  i  not   only  for  the  Importance  <oi 

the 
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•the  Thing  itfelf,  but  as  it  opens  a  Door 
for  extending  our  Views,  and  making 
further  Acquifitions,  to  the  wonderful 
Augmentatian  of  the  Glory  and  Empire 
of  this  moft  powerful  RepubHc." 

This  Speech  was  heard  with  great 
Attention,  and  feemed  in  general  to  be 
favourable  received.  There  were  ma- 
ny among  the  Senators  that  applauded 
the  Speaker's  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  and 
his  zealous  Concern  for  the  Honour 
and  Intereft  of  his  Country.  But  Mar^ 
chione  Trevifano  thus  replied  : 

"  It  is  not  denied,  moft  prudent  Sena:- 
tors,  but  that  the  Provocations  given  to 
our  Republic  by  Lodovico  are  exceeding 
great  and  very  offenlive  to  our  Dignity  . 
yet  the  greater  they  are,  and  the  more 
they  excite  our  Indignation,  fo  much  the 
more  it  becomes  our  Prudence  to  mode- 
rate our  juft  Refentment  with  Maturity 
of  Judgment,  and  with  Confiderations 
adapfed  to  the  prefent  Welfare  of  the 
Republic.  The  more  our  Anger  or  any 
other  Paflion  is  kindled,  the  more  com- 

VoL.  II.  T  mendable 
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^-  ^-  mendable  is  it  to  know  how  to  overcome 

_^^  .nnrfelveSj   and  the  greater  and  jufler  the 

Provocation  that  excites  our  Refentment, 

the  greater  ought  to  be  the  Praife.     It  is 

therefore  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Senate,   fo 

renowned  for    its   Wifdom,   and  which 

glories  in  the  Name  it  has  lately  acquired 

of  Deliverer    of  Italy  from    the  French 

Bo?tda^e,  maturely  to  confidei-  with  what 

Reproaches   fhe  might  juftly  be  charged 

if  the    French  by  her   Means  fhould  be 

tempted  to  return.     We  fhould   do  well 

to  refled  on  the  Danger  to  which  we 

fhould   lie  conftantly  expofed,  whenever 

that    Nation    becomes    Mafler    of    the 

Dutchy   of  Milan,      Recal    to  Memory 

the  Confternation  we  were  in  when  Charles 

made  the  Conquefl  oi  Naples,     We  never 

thought     ourfelves    fecure    till    we   had 

formed  a  Confederacy  of  almoft  all  the 

Chriftian  Powers  againfl  him.     But  what 

a  Difparity  between  one  Danger  and  the 

other  I    That  King,  in  a  manner  deflitute 

of  every  Royal  Virtue,  was  but  a  weak 

Prince,    and  almofl  ridiculous  ;  and  the 

Kingdom  of  Naples  fo  far  Diftant   from 

France^  that  the  Supplies  which  he  was 

continually 
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continually  obliged  to  fend  thither  divided 
his  Forces,   and  by  that  means  his  Con- 
queft  rather  weakened  than  increafed  his 
Power  J    and    that  Acquifition   being   fo 
Jiear    the   Dominions    of  the   Pope  and 
Spain,    made   them   both    his   Enemies. 
But  now  we  muft  be  fenlible  that  the  firffe 
proceeds  on  other  Views,  and  the  others 
tired  with   the  Affairs   of  Italy,  is  deter- 
mined  to    ftand   neuter    in    the   prefent 
Jundlure.     On  the   other  Side,  the  King 
now  reigning  is  endowed  with  fuch  natural 
Parts,   that  he  is  rather  to  be   dreaded 
than  defpifed,  and  the  State  of  Milan  is 
fo   nigh   the  Kingdom  of  France.,  that  it 
is'  capable  of  receiving  continual  Supplies, 
fo  as  to  leave  us  no  Probability  of  expelling 
him  without  putting  all  Europe  m  Motion. 
Hence  it  appears  that  as  we  are  neareft  to 
fo    formidable    a    Power,    we    muft  be 
obliged  to  be  at  a  vaft  Expence  in  time  of 
Peace,   and  if  a  War  fliould  happen,   be 
greatly     diftreffed.      I    mufl     own   my 
Aftonifhment  at  what   was  advanced   by 
the  venerable  Perfon  who  fpoke  laft.     He 
feems  to  be  under  no  Apprehenfion  from 
a  King  of  Framt  Duke  of  Milan,  and, 
T  2  on 
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^-   ^-  on   the  other  hand,  alarms  us  with  the 
;Name  of  Lodovico  Sforza^  a   petty  Prince 
in  Comparifon,  and  much  inferior  to  us 
in  Strength,   and   who,    thro'  his  natural 
Timidity  and  Avarice,  has  always  rendered 
his  Undertakings   abortive.     He  feemed 
apprehenlive  of  the  AlTiflance  that  Lodo- 
iiico  might  receive  from  others ;  as  if  it 
were  eafy  to  form  a  Union  among  Powers 
in  fuch  a  Variety   of  Views,  Inclinations, 
and  Circumflances,  or  as  if  there  were  not 
much  more  Reafon  to  dread   one?  great 
Power  colled:ed  within  itfelf,  and  exerting 
its  whole  Force,  than  the  Power  of  many 
lefler   Potentates,    who   having    different 
Views,  and  a(fting  from  different  Motives, 
mufl  of  Confequence  difagree  in  their  Ope- 
rations.    He  alTured  himfelf  of  finding  in 
thofe  who,   for  various  Reafons,   wifhed 
our  Downfal,  that  Prudence  for  overcom- 
inz  thofe  Refentments  and  covetous  De- 
fires,  which  we   cannot  find  in  ourfelves 
for   reflraining  thofe    ambitious  Projeds. 
I    know  not    what    Grounds    we  have 
to   expert .  that  the  King  of  the   Romans 
and  the   Ger?na?iic  Body    will  awake  out 
of    their   Lethargy,    and    refume    their: 
.:  ^  antient 
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antient  Hatred  and    Jealoufy  of  Frmice^  a.  n. 
on  account    of  the    Dutchy   of  Mila?i  ^  ^JlLj. 
but  rather  wifh  they  may  not  take  their 
Revenge  upon  us,  who  have  fo  much  in- 
creafed  our  Dominions  with  the  Territories 
wrefted  from  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^   and 
from  the  Empire.     Nor   can  I  conceive 
why  the  King  of  the  Romans  fhould  fooner 
join  with   our  Republic    againfl  France^ 
than   with   France  againft  us.      On  the 
contrary  it  is  more  likely  that  thofe  Barba^ 
rians,    eternal   Enemies   to   the   Italians^ 
fhould  enter  into  clofer  Bands  of  Union, 
with  a  View  to  make  us  fall  an  eafy  Prey 
to  their  unbounded  Ambition.     And  they 
may  reafonably   expe6t  an  eafier  Vidlory 
when  thus  united  with  one  another  againft 
us  than    one  of  them  can  hope  in  con- 
jundlion  with  us  againfl  the  other.     But 
I  fee  no  Reafon  why   we  fhould  at  all 
covet  an  Alliance  with   the  King  of  the 
Rojnajis^  when  we  conlider  his  Condu6t 
in   our  late  Confederacy  widi  him,  and 
his  Operations   in   Italy.      Lodovico    has 
injured   us  grievoully,  I   own  it  -,  but   it 
can  never  be  Prudence  to  expofe  our  own 
State  to  a  dangerous  War  merely  out  of 
T  3  Revenge  5 
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Revenge ;  nor  will  it  be  fhameful  to  wait 
for  proper  Opportunities,  which  cannot  fail 
of  offering  themfelves  fooner  or  later  5  on 
the  contrary  it  would  be  highly  blameable 
to  fliew  our  Refentment  before  we  can 
fafely  flrike  the  Blow.  A  Government 
muft  exped:  to  be  treated  with  Scorn, 
when  public  LofTes  are  known  to  be  the 
Confequence  of  ralh  and  indifcreet  Refo- 
lutions.  But  this  will  be  the  Cafe  if  we 
follow  the  Advice  given,  for  it  will  not 
be  thought  that  we.  have  entered  into  the 
Alliance  recommended  for  the  Sake  of  the 
common  Safety,  but  every  one  will  judge 
that  we  have  been  influenced  by  the 
Pefire  of  acquiring  Cre?no?ia  ;  and  then  it 
yi^ill  be  a  common  Queflion,  What  is 
become  of  the  antient  Prudence,  Gravity 
and  Wifdom  of  the  Venetian  Senate  ? 
And  indeed  all  the  World  may  juflly 
cry  out  againft  us  for  being  ourfelves 
guilty  of  that  Rafhnefs  and  Imprudence 
we  have  fo  much  condemned  in  Lodovico\ 
I  mean  inviting  the  French  King  into 
Italy,  The  Advantage  of  our  being 
Mafters  of  Crei?:on(i  would,  I  admit,   be 

very 
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vtvy  conliderable  on  account  of  its  Situa- 
tion and  Strength,  which  renders  it  in 
many  Refpedts  very  commodious  to  our 
State.  But  then  we  ought  to  conlider 
whether  putting  the  King  of  France  in 
PoflefTion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  does 
not  vaftly  overballance  this  Conveniency. 
I  doubt  not  but  upon  mature  Refled:ion 
we  fhall  be  ready  to  conclude  that  it  is 
more  for  our  Intereft,  as  well  as  our 
Grandeur  and  Reputation,  to  be,  as  we 
now  are,  the  chief  and  mofl  abfolute 
Power  in  Italy^  than  to  have,  in  the 
Heart  of  this  Country,  and  on  our  Bor- 
ders, a  Prince  infinitely  fuperior  to  our 
Republic.  We  have  been  in  times  paft 
fometimes  in  Amity,  at  other  times  at 
Enmity  with  Lodovico;  and  this  is  no 
more  than  what  may  happen  continually. 
The  Difficulties  concerning  Fifa  are  not 
fo  perplexing  but  that  fome  Way  of 
Accommodation  may  be  found  ;  nor  are 
they  of  that  Confequence  as  to  make  us 
endanger  the  State  by  precipitate  Meafures. 
But  we  ihall  never  want  Occafions  to 
quarrel  with  the  French  when  they  be- 
come our  Neighbours,  from  the  natural 
T  4  Ad- 
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Antipathy  of  the  Italia?is  to  all  Bar  bar  fans, 
from  the  Pride  of  the  French^  from  that 
Hatred  which  Monarchs  always  bear  to 
Republics,  and  from  the  Ambition  that  is 
conftantly  moving  the  more  powerful  to 
opprefs  the  weaker.  For  thefe  Reafons  I 
am  not  at  all  allured  with  the  King's  Offer 
of  Cremona,  On  the  contrary  I  rather 
dread  the  liTue,  as  it  will  give  him  a 
Pretence  to  attack  us ;  for  which  Purpofe 
he  will  be  conftantly  follicited  by  the 
Milaneje^  who  can  never  be  eafy  at  the 
Alienation  of  Cremona  from  their  Dutchyj 
not  to  mention  that  the  Gej-mans^  and 
King  of  the  Romans  will  be  highly  offend- 
ed  J  for  both  Cremona  and  the  Ghiaradadda  are 
Members  of  the  Empire.  It  is  not  there- 
fore our  Interefl  with  new  Conquers  to 
create  every  Day  new  Enemies,  and  to 
raife  Jealoufies  in  our  Neighbours,  the 
Confequence  of  which  will  be,  that  we 
mufl  either  reduce  them  all  under  our 
Dominion,  or  expert  to  be  beaten  by 
them  all  in  their  Turn  ;  and  which  of 
the  two  is  mofl  likely  to  happen  let  any 
one  judge  who  is  not  refolved  to  deceive 
himfelf.     The  Wifdom   and  Caution  of 

this 
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this  Senate  have  ever  been  admired  and  ^-  D- 
talked  of  in  every  Corner  oi  Italy,  and  all 
the  World  over.  I  trufl  it  will  fuffer  no 
Difgrace  or  Diminition  at  this  time  frorn 
any  rafli  and  dangerous  Refolution.  To 
give  v^^ay  to  Revenge  againft  one's  own 
Interefl  is  Weaknefs,  to  be  under  a  greater 
Concern  for  fmall  than  for  great  Dangers 
is  Imprudence  j  both  which  being  dired:ly 
oppofite  to  the  Wifdom  and  Gravity  of 
this  illuftrious  Body,  I  perfuade  myfelf 
that  your  Refolution  on  this  Head  will  be 
calm  and  circumfpedt,  as  it  ufually  is  on 
the  like  Occafions." 


This  Opinion,  tho'    fupported   withxheerft 
fo    many    cogent   Reafons,   and  fecond- 0?'"'°'^ 
ed    by    the    graveft    and    moft  prudent  ^^^^^''^' 
Senators,  could  not  prevail.      The  con- 
trary   Party    carried     the    Queflion,    in 
Gratification  both  of  their  Revenge  and 
Ambition,    two   Paffions  that  often  lead 
us  aftray.      The  Hatred    that    inoft    of 
the     Senate     had      conceived      againft 
Lodtroico     was    exceffive    and   knew  no 

Bounds, 
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^-  ^'  Bounds*,  any  more  than  the  longing  De- 
ifire  of  annexing  Cremona,  with  the  Coun- 
try about  itj  and  all  the  Ghiaradadda  tp 
the  Venetian  Dominion  j  an  Acquilition 
indeed  of  no  fmall  Value,  for  it  yield- 
ed a  yearly  Revenue  of  One  Hundred 
Thoufand  Ducats,  but  of  ftill  greater 
Importance,  as  it  took  in  almoft  the 
whole  Courfe  of  the  River  Oglio,  and 
extended  their  Dominions  to  the  Bank  of 
the  Pc,  and  along  the  River  Adda  within 
Fifteen  Miles  of  the  City  of  Milan^  and 
brought  them  nearer  to  the  Cities  of 
"Parma  and  Piacenza  -,  an  Increafe  of 
Territory,  that  gave  Reafon  for  Hopes  that 
whenever  the  King  of  France  fhould  be 
pbliged  to  employ  his  main  Strength  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Alp^  againft  Spain 
or  the  Empire,  they  might  have  a  fair 
Opportunity  of  feizing  on  the  Dutchy  of 

Milan  j 


»  X, 


In  order  to  exafperate  the  People  againft  Ludoincot 
the  common  .Talk  at  Venice  was,  that  it  was  better  to 
make  an  Alliance  with  Trance  than  with  a  Traitor,  who 
underhand  was  trying  to  maite  a  private  Treaty  with  the 
King  againft  them,  and  in  order  t©  diftrefs  them  was 
united  with  Florence^  and  kept  Correfpondence  wiih  the 
Tr£?ich. 
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Milm-j  an  Event  they  imagined  at  no 
great  Diftance,  both  from  the  natural 
Levity  of  the  French^  who  knew  better 
how  to  conquer  than  to  keep,  and  from 
the  Conftitution  of  a  Republic,  which  is 
perpetually  the  fame,  whereas  in  King- 
doms, by  the  Death  of  Sovereigns,  Coun- 
fels  aud  Meafures  of  Government  often 
fuifer  Alterations.  They  alfo  confidered 
the  Difficulties  the  French  would  find  to 
live  in  Friendfliip  and  good  Harmony 
with  their  new  Subjects  on  account  of 
the  Difference  of  their  Cuftoms  and  Man- 
ners from  thofe  of  the  Italians, 


The   Queftion   then  was  carried    by^^^^^. 
a  great  Majority  for  entering  into  aCon-^gn  a 
federacy  with  France^   and  Orders  were^j^^'^ 
fent  to  the  AmbafTadors   of  the  Republic  f^'^"';^' 
at  the  French  Court  to  concUide  a  Treaty 
on  the    Terms  propofed,    provided     no 
Mention   was  made   of  the    AiFairs    of 
fifa. 

o 

This 
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This  Exception  gave  the  King  a  great 
deal  of  Uneafinefs,  as  he  exped:ed  by 
the  Depofite  to  unite  both  Florentines  and 
Venetians  in  his  Intereft  y  and  he  was  alfo 
difpleafed  to  hear  that  the  Venetimis  were 
negotiating  at  Ferrara  on  Means  for 
withdrawing  their  Troops  from  Pifa^  for 
he  expected  to  have  been  cenfulted  on 
that  Occalion,  and  took  it  ill  that,  in 
order  to  get  the  better  Terms  for  them-. 
felveSj  they  fhould  leave  the  Florentines  in 
perfed:  Amity  With  Lodovico,  which  could 
not  fail  of  rendering  his  Enterprife  on 
Milan  more  difficult  j  and  as  the  Conqueft 
of  that  Dutchy  was  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
Venetians y  be  began  to  fufpedl  they  were 
not  in  earneft,  and  to  fear  that  he  Ihould 
receive  no  Affiflance  either  from  them, 
or  from  the  Florentines.  As  he  was  not 
willing  therefore  to  continue  in  a  State  of 
Sufpenfe,  and  refented  the  Miftruft  of 
his  Honour  in  the  Depofit  of  P//^,  he 
applied  himfelf  ferioufly  to  put  a  finifhing 
Hand  to  the  Peace  he  was  negotiating 
with  the  King  of  the  Ro7naj2s,  by  which, 
whilft  one    of    them  attacked    Lodovico 

Sforza^ 
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Sforza,  the  ether  might,  if  he  pleafed,  ^-  ^• 
fall  upon  the  Venetians.  ull^ 

Pursuant  to    this    Agreement  the 
King  ordered   his  Minifters    to   acquaint 
the   Venetian  AmbalTadors,    that  he  was 
determined  to  come  into  no  Treaty  with 
their  Mailers  before  the  Depofit  of  Pifa 
was  made ;    and  fending  for  the  Florentine 
Minifters  was   pleafed    to    declare,    that 
they  might  reft  fecure  on  his  Royal  Word 
that  he  would  never  fign  a  Treaty  with 
the  Venetians  on  any  other  Terms   than 
thofe  which   he  had  propofed.     But,  in 
Oppofition    to    thefe    Aftlirances,    Duke 
Valentino^  and  the  other   Agents   of  the 
Pope,  with  the  Cardinal  of  San  Piero  in 
Vincola,  and  Trivulzio^  together  with  all 
the  reft  of  the  Italians  who  were  interefted 
in  the  War,  offered  to   his  Confideration 
fo  many  folid   and  cogent  Reafons,  that 
he   thought    fit  to  alter  his  Refolution. 
They    reprefented    to    his  Majefty  how 
impolitic  it  muft  be  to  prefer  the  Friend- 
fhip  of  the  Florentines  before  that  of  the 
Venetians,  who  were  by  much  the  more 
powerful   State,    and    h^   their  Situation 

lay 


THE    HISTORY    OF 

lay    more   convenient  for  diftreffing  the 
Dutchy  oi Milan,     That  no  Advice  could 
be  more  pernicious  than  fuch  as  would 
induce  him  to  deprive  himfelf  of  their 
Affiftance    for    fear    of    difobliging  the 
Florenfinesy  who  had  Work  enough  upon 
their  Hands,   and  lay  too  remote   for  the 
Scene  of  Adion,  to  be  of  any  conlidera* 
ble  Service  :    That  fuch   a  Step   would 
probably  afford  an  Opportunity  for  Lodo^ 
vice  of  eifediing  a  Reconciliation  with  the 
Venetians  at  the  Price  of  his  relinquifhing 
the  Florentines^  who  were  the  Occafion  of 
all  the   Difference   between   them,    and, 
what  is   more,   of  entering  into  a  clofe 
Alliance  with  them ;  and  what  Obflicles 
and  DifHculties   might  arife  from  fuch   a 
Conjundion  has    been   demonflrated    by 
late  Experience.     In  the  League  that  was 
formed  againft  Charles ^  the  Names  indeed 
of  mighty   Kings  were  inferted,  but   no 
other  Forces  than  thofe  o^Lodovico  and  the 
Venetians  were  employed  in  retaking  A^^- 
'uara^  and  preferving  the  Dutchy  of  Milan 
againft  the  Power  of  France.  They  did  not 
forget  to  remind  him  how  Dangerous  and 
fallacious  it  might  prove  to  rely  on  the 

Faith 
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Faith  and  Friendfhip  of  Maximilian^ 
who  was  for  ever  entering  upofi  great 
Projecfts,  without  Prudence  to  conceal, 
or  Power  to  execute  them.  But  fhould 
it  happen  that  Fortune  proved  favour- 
able to  his  Defigns,  the  King  would 
do  well  to  conlider  the  Confequence 
of  increafing  the  Power  of  an  inveterate 
and  eternal  Enemy  to  the  Crown  of 
France.  Thefe  Reafons  were  of  fuch 
Weight  with  the  King,  that,  without 
mentioning  a  Word  more  of  Fifa,  he 
entered  into  a  Confederacy  with  the  ^- 
7ietians. 


By  this  Treaty  is  was  agreed  that  Articles  of 
while  the  King  with  a  powerful  Army  ^)^^^°"^*" 
entered  the  Mila?jefe^  the  Venetians  fhould 
do  the  fame  from  their  Frontiers  :  That 
as  foon  as  the  whole  Dutchy  fliould  fall 
a  Conquefl:  to  their  united  Arms,  Gre- 
mo7ia  with  all  the  Ghiaradadda^  excepting 
a  Space  of  about  Eighty  Feet  along  the 
River  Adda^  fliould  be  put  into  the 
Pofleffion  of  the  Venetians ^  the  reft  of 
the  Dutchy  remaiaing  to  the  King:  That 
for  Security  of  this  Acquifition  to  Fra?2ce, 

the 
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the  Venetians  fhould  fland  obliged  to 
,  maintain  and  keep  in  Readinefs  a  certain 
Number  of  Horfe  and  Foot  during  a 
limitted  Time  j  the  King  on  his  Part 
engaging  to  a(5t  in  the  fame  manner  with 
refped;  to  Cremona^  and  all  the  Places  be- 
longing to  the  Venetians  in  Lombardy,  as 
far  as  the  Marflies  of  Venice, 

Treaty        T  H  E  s  E  Articles   were  kept  fo  very 
keptaSe-^g^j.g|.  ^]^^^  Lodovico  did  not  come  to  the 

crct* 

Knowledge  of  them  for  feveral  Months  -, 
all  which  Time  he  was  doubtful  whether 
they  contained  any  more  than  a  defeniive 
Alliance,  as  the  Parties  gave  out,  or 
ofFenfive  with  Regard  to  him.  The 
whole  Affair  indeed  was  fo  dexteroully 
managed,  that  even  the  Pope,  who  was 
in  fuch  Confidence  with  the  King,  could 
not  for  a  long  Time  inform  himfelf  of  the 
Particulars.  As  foon  as  the  Treaty  was 
concluded,  the  King,  avoiding  any  Men- 
tion of  Pifa,  propofed  to  the  Florentines 
Terms  quite  different  from  the  former  j 
and  this  mortifying  Treatment,  added  to 
the  Vexations  they  received  from  the 
Venetians^   put  them  under  the  Neceffity 

of 
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of  efpoufing  the  Party  of  the  Duke  of  Mi-  ^-  ^' 
Ian,  whofe  Forces  had  done  them  fignal ',.«.,^ 
Service  in  the  Cajentino. 

The  Venetian  Troops  in  the  Cafe  fit  1710 
were  continually  harrafTed  by  the  Peafants 
as   well   as    by  the    Soldiers  j    and  after 
flruggling   under  the  Want  of  Privifions, 
and    efpecially    of   Forage,    in   that  hilly 
Country,  were  at  length  obliged  to  con- 
trad:  their   Quarters   to  Bibbiena  and  the 
adjacent  Villages,  yet  flill  kept  PolTeffion 
of  the  Pafles  through  which  they  might 
receive  Succours,  or  retire  in  Safety  when 
too  much  prefled.     Carlo  Orftni,  with  his 
Men  at  Arms  and  a  Hundred  Foot,  was 
pofted  at  the  Pafs  of  Montalone^  and  lower 
down  Ahiano   guarded  Vernia,     On  the 
other  Hand  Pagolo  Vitelli  proceeding  with 
his  ufual    Caution,  after  he  had  reduced 
the  Enemy  to  fo  narrow  a  Compafs,  at- 
tempted to  difpoffefs  them  of  thefe  PaiTes, 
that  their  whole   Strength  being  confined 
within  Bibbiena,  and  furrounded  by  Ene- 
mies  and  Mountains,    they  might  with 
Eafe  be  fubdued,  or  dwindle  away,  being 

Vol.  II.  U  already 
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already  very  much  diminiflied  *.  For 
befides  fmali  Parties  that  had  been  taken 
marauding  about  the  Mountains,  Muhi- 
tudes  of  their  Foot  had  deferted,  and 
for  Want  of  Provifions  and  Forage  above 
Fifteen  Hundred  of  their  Horfe  had  gone 
off  at  different  Times,  and  been  feverely 
handled  and  harraffed  by  the  Mountaineers 
in  their  Retreat.  Carlo  Orfini  was  at  lafl 
obliged  to  abandon  the  Pafs  oi  Montalotiey 
and  not  without  fome  Danger  j  for  a 
Party  of  Florentines,  with  a  Number  of 
Peafants,  who  knew  his  Neceffity,  and 
cxpedled  fuch  an  Event,  attacked  him  on 
the  Road.  But  as  he  had  the  Precaution 
to  fecure  fome  Defiles  towards  Bibbienay 
he  cut  his  Way  through  with  the  Lofs 
only  of  his  heavy  Baggage,  and  did  con- 
fiderable  Execution  upon  the  Enemy,  who 
purfued  him  in  Diforder.  This  Example 
€)i Orfini  was  followed  by  the  Commanders 
of  the  Garrifons  oiVernia  ^x^diCbiufi. 

The 

*  The  Want  of  Provifions  had  obliged  them  to  fend 
off  Five  Hundred  Horfe,  which  were  intercepted  by  the 
Enemy ;  as  were  alfo  Four  Hundred  Foot,  and  Two 
Hundred  Stradiotti,  with  the  Venetian  Proveditor's  Secre- 
tary, on  a  Convoy  of  Money  and  Provifwns  to  BibbUna, 
Bembo. 
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The   Duke  of  Vrbino,  AMano,  AJlorre 
Baglione^    Piero    Marcello    the    Venetian 
Proveditor,      and    Ciuliano    de     Mediciy 
with  Sixty   Horfe    and   Seven  Hundred 
Foot,  now  found  themfelves  all  cooped 
up  in  Bibbiena,  that  being  the  only  Town 
remaining  in  their  Poffeffion,  which  they 
were  refolved   to  defend  in  Hopes  of  re- 
ceiving Relief  from  Venice.     The  Senate 
indeed  was  not  wanting  to  make  Prepara- 
tions for  that  Purpofe,  for  they  thought  it 
di{honourable  to  the  Venetian  Arms  to  be 
forced  out  of  the  Cafentino,  and  by  main- 
taining a  War  in   the  Enemy's  Country 
cxpe(5led  better  Terms  of  Peace.     To  this 
End  they  fent  preffing  Orders  to..  Count 
Pitigiiano,    who    was     afTembling    fome 
Troops   at    Ravenna ,   to  be  expeditious, 
lince  they  had  received  repeated  Advices 
from  the    Duke    of   Urbino    and    other 
Hands   at  Bibbiena,  that  they  began  to 
want    Provilions,     and,    unlefs   fpeediiy 
relieved,  fhould  be  obliged  to  capitulate. 
The  Duke  of  Milan  and  his  Commanders 
would  have  thefe  Succours  rendered  ufe- 
lefs  by  the  Conquefb  of  Bibbiena^  and  for 
U  2  that 
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-^-  ^'  that  End  defired  a  Reinforcement  of  Four 
u— V— ^  Thoufand  Infantry.  But  for  many  Rea- 
fons  fuch  an  Enterprlfe  was  judged  im- 
practicable ^  fuch  as  the  Bitternefs  of  the 
Seafon  in  that  wild  and  rugged  Country, 
which  obflrucfted  the  Operations  of  War, 
and  created  other  Inconveniencies.  Be- 
fides,  the  Florentines  were  in  no  Condition 
to  makq  fuch  an  Augmentation,  being 
quite  diflteartened  at  the  vaft  and  growing 
Expcnce  of  this  vexatious  War,  and 
morever  weakened  by  the  Diviiions 
which  began  to  take  Head  in  their^  tur- 
bulent City.  c 

The  Partifans  of  Pagolo  Vitelli  m 
iuFlornnce  Florence  had  formed  themfelves  itito  a 
Body,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  Citizens  who 
had  efpoufed  the  Party  of  Count  Rinuccioy 
an  old  and  trufty  General  of  the  Republic, 
and  allied  to  feveral  Perfons  of  the  firft 
Rank.  The  Defeat  oi  San  Regolo,  where 
he  had  the  Misfortune  to  command,  was 
the  Caufe  of  Vitelli' s~  Promotion  above 
him.  The  Count,  who  could  not  well 
brook  Subordination,  being  fent  with  his 
Regiment  into  the  CafentitiOi  was  not  Very 

readily 
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readily  difpofed  to  execute  what  he  knew  ^-  ^^ 
would  only  add  to  his  Advcrfary's  Repu-' 
tation.  This  Mifunderftanding  between 
the  two  Generals  was  exafperated  by 
Pagolo's  Temper  and  Conduct,  for  he  was 
profufe  of  the  public  Money  among  his 
Troops,  for  ever  diilatisfied  with  the  Flo- 
rentme  CommiflarieSj  and  often,  both  in 
Council  and  in  the  Field,  feemed  to  arro^ 
gate  to  himfelf  more  Authority  than  be- 
came his  Station.  He  had  very  lately, 
without  acquainting  the  Government, 
granted  a  Pafs  to  the  Duke  of  Urbino^ 
who  was  fick,  for  retiring  out  of  the 
Cafentino  *  ;  and  under  Protedion  of  the 
fame  Pafs,  Giuliam  de  Medici  accom- 
panied him  ;  to  the  great  Mortification 
of  the  Florentines,  who  imagined  that  if 
the  Duke  had  been  drove  to  Straits,  and 
refufed  a  Pafs,  he  would  willingly  have 
given  up  Bihbieiia  for  the  Benefit  of  re- 
turning into  his  own  Dominions  for  the 
Recovery  of  his  Health.  The  Adverfaries 
of  Pagolo  highly  exclaimed  at  the  Indul- 
U  3  gence 

*  Bemho  fays  the  Dukc  had  been  denied  a  Phj^ficiai^ 
before  he  fjDicited  a  Pafs. 
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^'  08^'  gcnce  fhown  to  Giuliano  de  Medici,  their 

\mZ^m  .J  fellow  Citizen,  who  after  being  declared 

a    Rebel,    had   marched   in  open   Arms 

floren-     againft  his  Country.      This  Condud:  of 

/r_.idiffaj.j^g  General  had  greatly  lefTened  him  in 

tisfied  with  r    \       ^ 

Vitelii.     the   Efteem  of  the  Government,  and  his 
Demands   were   not  fo    readily   granted. 
He  had  alfo   loft   his   Popularity  by  his 
Proceedings  in  the  Cajmtino,  where  what 
Advantages  had  been  gotten  were  jnore 
ov/ing  to  the  Peafants  than  to  the  Soldiery; 
and  alio,  becaufe  depending  on  his  Valour, 
they  had   long  fince  expeded   he  would 
have  put  an  End    to  the  War  in  thofe 
Parts,    a,ttributing,    as    ufual     with    the 
Populace,    to  his  Want  of    good   Will, 
'       what  was  in  Reality  owing  to  the  Place 
of    Adion,    the  Seafon,    and    Want   of 
Provifions.       As    the    Reinforcement  of 
Four    Thoufand    Men  which  had  been 
demanded    did    not   arrive.   Count  P/V/- 
gliano   had    Time   to   advance  as  far  as 
£/t7,  a  Caftle  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Urhino  on  the  Borders  of  the  Florentines, 
where  he  took  a  Review  of  all  the  Forces 
there  alTembled,   with   an  Intent  to  pafs 
the  jippennines,  for  which  they  were  pro- 
perly 


THE  WARS  IN  ITALT.        295 

pcrly  chofen  and  qualified  with  refpcifl  to  ^-   ^• 
that  difficult  Country,  being  moftly  Foot,  v«!i^-lj 
and  Men  at  Arms  lightly   armed  ;    and 
this  was  the  lafl:  Effort  made  by  the  Vene- 
tiam  in  the  Cafeniino, 

Pagolo  VitellIj  leaving  a  fufficient ^V/^/// 
Number  of  Troops  to  block  up  Bibbiena.^^l^^^ly^^ 
and  to  fecure  fome  important  PafTes,  Venetians. 
marched  with  the  reft  to  the  Pieve  of 
San  StefaiiOy  a  Village  belonging  to  the 
Florentines  at  the  Foot  of  a  high  Moun- 
tain, in  order  to  oppofe  the  Enemy, 
whofe  Way  lay  down  the  Hill.  But  Count 
Piiigliano,  who  faw  before  him  Moun- 
tains of  Snow,  and  at  the  Foot  of  them 
expelled  a  powerful  Oppofition,  in  narrow 
Defiles,  which  would  have  rendered  his 
advancing  dangerous  even  in  a  Summer's 
Day,  would  not  attempt  the  Paffage,  tho' 
preffed  by  the  Venetians^  as  h^  ufed  to 
fay,  with  provoking  rather  than  encou- 
raging Orders.  He  had  feveral  Plans 
laid  before  him  for  making  Diverfions, 
and  was  advifed  to  march  into  the  Valdi^ 
hag?20y  where  the  Florentines  had  loft 
U  4  fomc 
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-^    ^'  fomc   Towns;  but  he  would  not  alter  his 

u— V-— '  Refolution . 

Steps  to-  B  u  T  the  more  coolly  the  War  was 
Peace.*  profecuted,  the  more  ardent  was  the  De- 
lire  of  a  Peace  on  both  Sides.  As  for 
Lodovico,  he  fincerely  wiflied  a  Recon- 
ciliation of  the  Parties,  in  hopes  that  an 
Accommodation  would  render  the  Vene» 
tians  lefs  fond  of  feeing  the  French  m 
Italy,  and  he  alfo  flattered  himfelf  that 
they  would  abate  of  their  Indignation, 
when  they  were  convinced  of  his  Sincerity 
by  his  taking  fo  much ,  Pains  to  bring 
about  a  Peace.  With  this  View  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  in  earnefl  to  Ercole  d  EJie, 
his  Father-in-Law,  intreating  him  that 
in  a  gentle,  but  by  no  means  threatening 
Manner,  he  would  addrefs  himfelf  to  the 
Florentines,  (who  knew  of  his  Application, 
and  began  to  fufped:  him)  and  difpofe 
them  to  comply  in  fome  meafure  with 
the  Delire  of  the  Venetians  in  relation  to  a 
Peace  ;  becaufe  if  an  Agreement  could 
not  be  concluded,  he  fhould  be  conftrain- 
ed  to  withdraw  all,  or  greateft  Part  of 
his   Forces    from  T^iifcany.     This  Affair 

was 
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was  in  Agitation  feveral  Months  at  Fer- 
rardy  where  new  Difficulties  ftill  arifing, 
at  lafl  Ercole  was  defired  to  come  to 
Venice  to  facilitate  the  Matter.  The  Duke 
objected  to  this,  but  much  greater  Oppo- 
iition  was  made  at  Florence^  where  it  was 
known  that  the  Veitetians  chofe  to  have 
Ercole  the  fole  Umpire  of  their  Difputes. 
But  Lodovito  was  fo  preffing  in  his  Sollici- 
tations  that  at  lall  the  Duke  confented  to 
go,  and  the  Flore?2ti?ie5  fent  to  Venice 
Giovanni  Battijla  RidoJfo,  and  Pagolo  An- 
tonio  Soderini,  two  Perfons  of  the  firfl 
Rank  and  Character  in  their  Republic. 


The     firfl:    Point    that    came    under.j.^gjjj     f 
Debate  was.  Whether  Ercole  was  to  arbi-  Peace  m 
trate  and  put  an  End  to  all  Difputes,  or   S''^"°* 
was  only  to  adl  as  Mediator  between  the 
Parties  by  endeavouring  to  compofe  their 
Differences,    and  for  that  End   reducing 
the   principal    Articles   in  Difpute  into  a 
narrow  Compafs,  as  he  had   done  fome 
Time  before  at  Ferrara*.     The  Floren- 

tines, 

*  The  Duke  three  Days  after  his  Arrival  at  r^Tiice 
acquainted  the  Senate  that  he  had  his  Sentence  in  Writing, 
which  he  would  deliver  ihem ;  and  that  if  they  did  not 

like 
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tines  were  for  having  him  ad:  in  this  laft 
Capacity,  as  Mediator  only,  being  fenfiblc' 
that  Ercole  was  more  difpofed  to  favour 
the  Venetians,  than  their  Republic  j  and 
that  if  he  was  to   pafs   his  Judgment  in 
Venice^  he  would  in  a  manner  be  under  a 
Neceffity  of  gratifying  that  Senate  ^  and 
that  tho'  he  fhould  be  otherwife  inclined, 
yet  he  would  be  biafled  by  the  Duke  of 
Milan,    who    at    that  time  was   feeking 
Occafion  to  lay  the  Venetians  under  fome 
Obligation  to  himfelf.     And  tho'   many 
Difficulties  had  been  removed  at  Ferrara, 
there  flill  remained  fome  delicate  Points 
to  be  adj  lifted  ;  and  even  what  was  fettled 
might  perhaps   be    altered  if  left  to  his 
fole   Arbitration.      On   the   other  Hand 
the    Venetians   were    determined,    if  the 
Duke  was  not  Umpire,  to  come  into  no 
Terms  whatever ;    not  fo  much  becaufe 
they  repofed  a  Confidence  in  the  Duke, 
as  for  other  fpecial  Reafons.     The  People 
in  general  were  heartily  tired  of  a  War, 

which 

.like  it,  they  might  alter  it  to  their  Mind.  Giorgio 
Cornaro  approved  of  this  Offer,  but  the  rell  rejefled  it  as 
injurious  to  their  Honour.  The  Florentines  had  fome 
Intimation  of  tbis,  and    grew   jealous   of    the   Puke, 

Bembo. 
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which   was    vaftly     expenfive,     withput  ^-    ^• 
Hopes  of   Recompence  j   but  the  young  ^.Il^-l^ 
and   high-fpirited   among     the    Senators 
were  refolved  to  hearken  to  no  Peace,  but 
on   Condition   that  the  Liberties  of  the 
J^ifaiis  (hould  be  preferved,  and  that  they 
fhould    be    put  in    Pofleffion    of    thofe  ' 
Places  in  their  Territory  which  they  held 
when  the  Republic  received  them  under  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
her  Protection .     They  ufed  many  Argu- 
ments in  fupport  of  this  Refolution,  efpe- 
cially  their  own  Decree  for  maintaining 
the  Liberty  of  the  Pifajis,  which  obliged 
them  in  Honour  and  Confcience  not  to 
let  them  fall  a  Sacrifice.     Others,  tho'  lefs 
fcrupulous  on  that  Head,  were  yet  im- 
moderate in  their  Demands  for  the  Re- 
jmburfement  of  the  Expences  which  the 
Republic  had  incurred  iij  the  Defence  d 
pifa.     But  the  Senators  of  the  foundeft 
Judgment   and   greatefl:  Authority,  were 
of  a   different    Sentiment.     They   were 
grown  weary  of  a   tedious  and  expenlive 
War,  defpaired  of  preferving  Bibbieiia,  and 
found  it  very  difficult  to  fend  Succours  to 
Tija^  or  make  any  Diverfions  to  the  Pur- 
pole,  and  the  Florentines  much  flronger 

than 
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than  they  had  imagined .  They  confidered 
further,  that  tho'  a  War  againft  the  Duke 
of  Milan  was  reckoned  an  eafy  Talk, 
yet  the  King  of  Fra?ice  had  not  as  yet 
come  to  an  Agreement  with  the  King  of 
the  Romans  -,  and  many  other  Accidents 
might  happen  to  retard  his  Motions.  Tha^ 
tho'  he  fhould  furmount  all  his  prefent 
Difficulties,  and  declare  War,  yet  War  is 
flill  fubjed:  to  Cafualties,  and  many  great 
and  unforefeen  Dangers  might  arife  in  the 
Profecution.  But  what  gave  them  mofl 
Concern,  and  mightily  alarmed  their 
Fears,  was  the  Report  of  the  vaft  Pre- 
parations making  by  Bajazef,  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  for  invading  their  Domi- 
nions in  Greece.  On  this  Conlideration 
|hey  thought  it  of  the  lafl:  Importance  to 
make  an  End  of  this  War,  and  not  for 
the  Sake  of  adhering  too  pertinacioufly 
to  the  Faith  of  a  political  Promife  con- 
tinue to  labour  under  a  Load  of  Calamities-: 
Since  the  refuming  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ferrara  thefe  laft  mentioned  prudent 
Senators,  forefeeing  it  would  be  neceffary 
to  give  up  fome  Points,  which  might  be 
•/Irongly   controverted^     had   very  wifely 

prevailed 
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prevailed  with  the  Council  of  the  Pregaai 
■to  intruft  the  Council  6f'  ^efi.  with  full 
Power  and  ample  Authority  to  remove  all 
Difficulties  on  this  Head.  This  Council 
oi  Ten  confifted  of  chofen'  Senators  of 
iingular  Gravity  and  Prudence-,  and  moftly 
of  the  :pacific  Strain,  who  were  for  an 
Accommodation  with  the  Florentines.  But 
now  lince  the  Matter  was  to  receive  its 
full  Determination  at  Venke^  they  defpaired 
of  bringing  the  Council  6f  the  Fregadi  to 
agree  to  the  Articles  that  had  been  drawn 
up  at  Ferrara  ;  and  on  the  other  hand 
they  were  willing  to  avoid  the  Cenfure 
of  the  Public,  which  they  were  fure  to 
incur  by  determining  the  Affair  them- 
felves.  They  refolved  therefore  that  the 
whole  (hould  be  left  to  the  Arbitration  of 
the  Duke  of  Ferrara,  with  an  Intent  that 
all  the  Blame  of  the  Decifion  mieht  be 
thrown  on  the  Umpire,  promifing  them- 
felves  that  a ,  Judgment  pronounced  by 
a  Perfon  to  whom  both  Parties  had  re- 
ferred the  Cohtrbverfy,  would  be  fooner 
ratified  than  what  might  be  concluded  in 
a  Treaty  between  the  contending  Powers. 
The  Refult    was,  that,  after  fome  Days 

fpent 
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^'   ^'  fpent   in  Difputes,   the   D,uke  of  Milan 

i«l^^_^  threatening  the  Florentines  immediately  to 

recal    his    Troops    from    Tufcanyy    they 

thought  it  befb  to  hefitate  no  longer,  but 

fi^bmitted     to    an  Arbitration,    and  both 

Duke  of  Parties  inverted  the  Duke  with  an  abfolutc 

^'^^gU^. Authority,  for  the  Space  of  Eight  Days, 

pire.       to  decide   and   put  an  End  to  all   their 

Differences.     Ercoky     after    much    Dif^ 

(puflion,  and  mature  Deliberation,  on  the 

6th  of  April  gave  his  Sentence  and  De- 

HisDetcr- termination,  by  which  it  was  decreed  that 

mination.  .^  gj^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^  enfuing  all  Hoflilities 

fhould  ceafe  between  the  Florentines  and 
th&  Venetians: :  That  on  St.  Mark's  Day 
next  at  fartheftj,  the  Allies  of  both  the 
Pifans  and  the  Florentines  fliould  with* 
draw  their  Troops  out  of  Tufcany  into 
their  own  Territories  3  and  particularly 
that  the  Venetians  fhould  recal  all  their 
Forces  from  Pifa  and  its  Territory,  and 
evacuate  Bibbiena^  with  all  other  Places 
taken  from  the  Florentines  ;  who  on  their 
part  were  to  grant  a  full  Amnefty  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Bibbiena  for  all  Offences : 
That  in  Confideration  of  the  Charges 
incurred  by    the   Vejietians^  which  they 

eftimated 
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cftimated  at  no  lefs  than  Eight  Hundred  ^-   ^- 
Thoufand  Ducats,  the  Florentines  lhould^.J^J^ 
nay  them  Fifteen  Thoufand  Ducats  yearly  Articles 
for   the  Term  of  Twelve   Years :    That  the  Pifam 
the    Pifans  fhould  have  full  Power  and 
free  Liberty    to    exercife    any  Trade  or 
Calling  both  by   Land  and  Sea  :     That 
they  fhould  continue  in  PofTefHon  of  th^ 
Caflles  of  Pija   and  other  Places  which 
they   held    at    the  Time  of  pafUng  this 
Decifion,  and  might  garrifon  them   with 
Pifans,  or  Foreigners,  provided  they  were 
not  of  any  State  fufpedted  by  the  Floreji" 
tines :    That   thefe  Garrifons    fhould  be 
paid  out  of  the  Taxes  raifed  by  the  Flo~ 
rentines  on  the  Pifans  5  but  that  no  larger 
Sums  fhould  be  levied,  nor  more  flanding 
Troops  maintained,    than    was   prad:ifed 
before  the  Rebellion  :     That  the  Pifans 
fhould   be   permitted  to  demolifh  all  the 
Caflles  and  fortified  Places  in  their  Terri- 
tory,   which  they    had   taken   from  the 
Florentines  while    they    were  under    the 
Protection   of  the    Venetians  :      That  in 
Pifa   the    Chief  Jaflice    in    Civil  Cafes 
fhould  be    a   Foreigner,  ele<fted  by  the 

Pifaas 
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Pifans  themfelvcs  out  of  a  Country  not 
obnoxious  to  the  Florentines  3  and  that  a 
Juftice  commiffioned  by  the  Florentines 
might  have  Power  to  receive  Appeals,  but 
not  in  criminal  Cafes  where  Death, Banifh- 
ment  or  Confifcation  were  concerned, 
without  the  Prefence  of  an  Affiftant 
Jufticc  or  AfTefTor,  commiffioned  by 
Ercole  or  his  Succeflbrs,  to  be  cledted  by 
him  or  them  out  of  Five  Civilians  of  the 
Putchy  of  Ferrara  nominated  by  the 
Fifans  :  .  That  all  Goods  moveable  and 
immoveable  fhould  be  reftored  on  both 
Sides,  but  without  any  Allowance 
for  Intereft.  In  all  other  Cafes  the 
Florentines  might  afTert  their  Rights  in 
the  Pifan,  and  the  Pifans  were  to  en- 
gage for  the  future  not  to  take  up  Arms 
ftgainft  the  Florentines  on  any  Account 
whatfoever. 


As  foon  as   this   Decree  or  Sentence 

of  the  Duke  was  publiflied  in  Vefiice  the 

whole  Town  was  in  an  Uproar,  and  both 

.  the  Nobleffe  and  the  Plebeians  were  full 

of  nothing  but  Invedives  againfl  Ercole^ 

and 


cree. 
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and  the  chief  Managers   of  the  Treaty  *,  '^^    ^ 
They  exclaimed  at  the  Indignity  and  Kt-y^^Xr^ 
proach  cafl:  upon  the  Republic,  for  aban-^''""'«'" 
doning    the    Pifans   after   fo    folemn  an  tented  at 
Engagement  to  defend  them.  They  com-^^^  ^®" 
plained  alfo  that  the  Sums  fetded  for  the 
Reimburfement  of  their  Expences  bore  no 
Proportion  to  their  juft  Demand. 

But  the  Difappointment  and  Diftrefs 
of  the  Pifan  AmbafTadors,  and  the  Re- 
fentmentofthat  People  were  inexprefTible. 
They  had  been  all  this  Time  artfully 
made  to  expedt  that  the  Liberty  of  their 
Country  fhould  be  preferved,  and  not 
only  their  whole  Territory  reflored, 
but  that  the  important  Port  of  Livor?id 
would  probably  be  affigncd  them;  whereas 
this  inaufpieious  Decree  not  only  extin- 
guifhed  all  future  Exped:ations,  but  de* 
prived  them  of  what  little  they  had  left 
valuable.  They  filled  Venice  with  loud 
Complaints  of  the  Injufliee  done  them> 

Vol.  II.  X  and 

*  The  Venetians  were  fo  exafperated  by  this  determi* 
nation,  that  they  hooted  the  Duke  whenever  he  appeared, 
and  upbraided  him  with  a  Breach  of  Trull.  So  hard  was 
it  to  fatisfy  all  Parties,  that  not  one  of  the  three  concerned 
in  this  Deeifton  was  pleafed.     Btmbo, 
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^'   D.  and  recounted  to  every  one  they  met  the 
JJ[^^  advantageous  Offers  they  had  refufed  from 
Princes  and  States^  relying  on   the   Faith 
of  the   Venetiam:  That  they   had  often 
rejedted  better  Terms  offered  them  by  the 
Florentines  themfelves ;  and  that  they  v^ere 
betrayed  and  made  a  Sacrifice  by  thofe  in 
whom  they  had  repofed  an  entire   Con- 
fidence;   that    they   v^^ere   left   deflitute, 
without   any  Provifion   made    for    their 
Safety,    exceipt  in   outward    Shew,    and 
vain  Pretencd.     For  what  Security  could 
they  exped:  for  their  Liberties  when  the 
Florentines  fliall   have   conflituted  Magi- 
flrates,    modelled  the  Government   after 
their  own  Mind,  and  engroffed   all  the 
Commerce  into  the  Hands  of  their  own 
Merchants  ?  Or  what  fhould  hinder  that, 
when  the  Peafantry,  which  had  been  the 
Sinews  of  their  Defence,  fliould   be   re- 
turned to  their  Labour,  they  might  not 
make  themfelves  abfolute  Maflers  of  the 
Lives  and*  Fortunes  of  the  Citizens,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  Guard  of  the  City  Gates  i§ 
to  be  in  their  Hands  ?  And  of  what  \^{^ 
is  it  with  regard  to  their  Safety,  to  have 
the  Forts  in  their  PoirefTion,  where  the 

.  Garrifons- 
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Garrifons  are  to  be  paid  by  the  FlorenthieSy 
elpecially  as  it  was  not  permitted  them  to 
keep  larger  Garrifons  in  fo  critical  a 
Jundlure  than  were  kept  in  Times  of 
profound  Peace  ?  The  Article  of  In- 
demnity was  a  meer  Formality  5  for  of 
what  Ufe  would  it  be  to  them  not  to  pay 
the  Intereft,  when  the  Merchandife  and 
Moveables  they  had  feized  at  the  Time 
of  the  Revolution  amounted  to  more  than 
the  Value  of  all  their  prefent  EfFecfts, 
which  on  Examination  would  be  declared 
forfeited,  and  then  feized,  and  not  being 
found  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  Demand, 
the  Owner  becomes  liable  to  be  arrefted 
and  hurried  to  a  GoaL 


Some   eminent  Perfons  of  the   Vene^ 
tian    Senate,  of  a  pacific  Temper,  who^'^P'^"^' 
were  willing  to  fee  an  End  of  all  Difcon-  diti'on 
tents   and   Murmurings,  tho'   the   Eieht'"°"8^' 
Days  of  the  Compromile  were  elapled, 
induced  Ercole,  who  thought  himfeif  in 
Danger  from  the  incenfed  Populace,    to 
add   an   explanatory   Supplement   to   his 
Decree,  which  he  did  without  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Florentine  Plenipotentiaries. 
X2  By 


Its  Con- 
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By  this  he  declared  that  under  the  Name 
of  Forts  were  comprehended  the  Gates 
of  the  City  of  Pifa^  and  of  all  thofe 
tents^"  Towns  that  had  Citadels ;  and  that  a 
certain  Sum  of  Money  fhould  be  allowed 
the  Pifans  out  of  the  Revenues  of  their 
State  for  the  Payment  of  the  Garrifons, 
Governors,  and  Afleflbrs  :  That  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  State,  with  thofe  of  Mantoua^ 
Ferrara,  and  Bologna  fhould  be  deemed 
not  obnoxious :  As  to  the  Reflitution  of 
Moveables,  what  had  pafTed  on  that 
Account  fliould  be  hurried  in  Oblivion : 
That  the  Pifatis  fhould  themfelves  nomi- 
nate a  Judge  AffefTor  from  the  Places 
not  obnoxious ;  and  that  the  Flore?itine 
Chief  Juflice  fhould  not  pronounce  Sen- 
tence on  any  criminal  Cafe,  tho'  never  fo 
trivial,  without  the  AffefTor ;  That  the 
Pifa?25  were  to  be  well  ufed  by  the  Flo- 
rentines^  and  treated  with  that  Diflincftion 
which  is  ufually  paid  to  Citizens  of  the 
other  noble  Towns  in  Italy  j  and  that  they 
fhould  not  be  burthened  with  new 
Taxes. 

Those 
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Those   that  procured  this  Explana- 
tion did  not  care  whether  it  took  Effedt 
or  not  i  it  was  purely   intended  to  allay 
the  Heats  occaiioned   by  the  Clamours  of 
the  Pi/mi  Ambafiadors  ^  and  was  drawn 
in  fuch  Terms,    and   confifted   of  fuch 
Limitations  and   Reftricftions  as  the  Au- 
thors  thought    moft    proper    to    juftify 
themfelves  in  the  Council  of  the  Pregadi, 
by  making  it  appear,  that  if  they  had  not 
obtained  an  entire  Liberty  for  the  Pifans, 
they  had  at  leafl  provided  for  their  Safety 
and    Wellbeing.     When    therefore    the 
Decree  with  the  Explanation  came  to  be 
laid  before  the  Pregadi,  after  feveral  De- 
bates, it  was  refolved  that  in  confideration 
of  the  Condition  of  the  prefent  Times,  the 
Difficulties  that  would  attend  a  Continua- 
tion of  the  Defence  of  Pifa,  and  above 
all  the  formidable  Power   of  the   Turk, 
the  abovefaid    Decree   and    Explanation 
fhould   fland    unratified    by    any  public 
Sandion  -,  but,  what  is  more  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  in  all  Affairs,  they  took  care  to  have 
it  executed.     For   they  ordered    that  all 
Hoflilities  Ihould  ceafe  after  Eight  Days, 
X  3  an^ 
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^-  ^'  and  recalled  all  their  Forces  from  'Tufcany 
,„p.^2l^at  the  Time  mentioned  in  the  Decree, 
many  among  the  Senators  wifhing  Pifa  in 
the  Pofleffion  of  the  Florentines,  rather 
than  to  fee  it  fall  into  the  Hands  of  hodo^ 
mcQ. 

When   the  Decree  was  brought  to 
Florence,  there  appeared  no  lefs  Agitation 
in  the  Minds   of  that   People  than  had 
been  at  Venice  :  It  was  thought  a  mighty 
Grievance  that  the  Florenti?tes  (liould  be 
bound  to  make  good  any    Part   of   the 
Charges  their  Enemies  had  incurred   for 
the  Defence  of  Rebels,  efpecially  as  all 
that  was  procured  for  them  was  no  more 
than  to  be  Sovereigns  in  Name,  iince  the 
Citadels  and  Fortifications  were  to  be  left 
jn  the  Hands  of  the  Pifans.     The  Ad-^ 
miniflration  of  Juftice  in   criminal  Cafes, 
which  was  a  great  Part  of  the  Prerogative, 
and  rnofl  neceifary  for  the  Prefervation  of 
a  State,  was  decreed  to  be  out  of  their 
Power,  and  intruded  in    the   Hands  of 
Strangers.     But  after  all  their  Murmurings 
and  Complaints  of  thofe  and  other  Grie- 
vances, they  were  at  iafi:  obliged,  by  the 

fame 
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fame  Threats  which  Lodovico  had  before  ^-   t), 
ufed  to  compel  them  to  agree  to  an  hx-\Z^^^^ 
bitration,    to  fubmit,    in    Hopes    that  in 
procefs  of  Time,    by    good  Policy,   andic.^  ^* '  ^ 
treating  the  Pifam  with  more  Humanity, 
they  might  reflore  their  Authority  and  re- 
eftablifh  their  Affairs,  and  fo  ratified  the 
Pecree,  but  not  the  Explanation,  which 
had  not  yet  reached  them. 

But   the  Fears,   Frights,  Perplexity, 
Indignation  and  Jealoufy  of  the  Pifans  atafpemed' 
this  Decree  were  inexprelTible.     Enraged  *' '^^  ^^- 

.  cree, 

at   the   Venetiajis^  and   fufpedling  farther 
Treachery  from  them,  they  immediately 
turned  their  Forces  out  of  their  Forts  and 
Gates,  nor  would  they  permit  them  to 
remain  in  their  City.     For  many  Days  it 
was  debated  whether  the   Decree  fhould 
be    accepted    or    rejedled.     They    were 
terrified  at  the  Thoughts  of  their  being 
abandoned,     and   left  deilitute,    without 
any  friendly  Power  to  fupport  them  ;  but 
on  the  other  hand  their  Hatred   to   the 
Florentines    was      invincible,     and     they 
defpaired  of  being   forgiven  the  Injuries, 
Trouble  and  Expence  they  had  occafioned 
X  4  them^ 
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'^-  ^'  them,  and  the  Hazard  to  which  they 
,had  expofed  them  of  lofing  their  own 
Liberty.  In  this  Perplexity  the  Duke  of 
Milan  prefTed  them  to  fubmit,  offering 
himfelf  to  become  a  Mediator  for  their 
obtaining  more  advantageous  Terms.  But 
the  Fijans  being  wiUing  to  try  whether 
that  Duke  retained  the  fame  Ambition  he 
formerly  had  of  becoming  Mafter  of  P//^, 
and  being  difpofed  in  that  Cafe  freely  to 
come  under  his  Dominion,  fent  Ambaffa- 
dors  to  him  to  tender  their  Obedience  j 
but  it  was  to  no  Purpofe.  After  great 
Perplexity  they  came  at  lafl  to  a  Refolu- 
tion  to  fuffer  the  laft  Extremity  rather 
than  return  under  the  Florentine  Yoke, 
to  which  they  were  fecretly  encouraged 
by  the  Gemefe^  Lucchefe,  and  Fandolfo 
Fetriicci,  Lodovico  was  fo  noted  for  his 
double  Dealing,  that  the  Florentines  fuf-^ 
peded  him,  tho*  he  had  now  in  reality 
relfnquifhed  all  Defigns  upon  Fifa  j  and 
indeed  Sincerity  is  never  expedled  from  a 
Perfon  who  bears  the  Charadter  of  a 
DilTembler,  and  has  been  once  known  to 
circumvent  thofe  he  had  to  deal  with. 
The  Florentines  being  then  deprived  of 

^11 
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all  Hopes  of  recovering  Pifa  by  Treaty,  ^-  D. 
imagined  that  they  had  now  a  very  fair,  ^^'^' 
Opportunity  of  reducing  it  to  their  Obe- 
dience by  Force  of  Arms.  For  this  End 
they  fent  Orders  to  Vitelli  to  return  into 
the  Pifajty  and  applied  themfelves  to  get 
in  readinefs  all  the  Provifions  that  General 
required  for  that  Enterprife. 

As  to  the  Duke  of  Milan^  the  Situa- 
tion of  his  Affairs  feemed  to  decline 
every  Day.  All  the  Propenfity  he  had 
fliew^n  to  pleafe  the  Venetians  in  the  late 
Treaty  did  not  in  the  leaft  remove  their 
Refentment  5  for  they  had  refoived  on 
his  Ruin,  as  much  out  of  a  Spirit  of 
Revenge  as  from  a  Profpecft  of  Profit. 
Maximilian  did  not  appear  fo  ready  to 
enter  into  a  War  with  France^  as  he  was 
in  demanding  Money  of  the  Duke  3  and, 
contrary  to  his  Engagements,  prolonged 
the  Truce  for  the  whole  enfuing  Month 
of  Auguft,  leaving  him  to  expe(5t  no  more 
Advantage  from  his  Succour  than  he  had 
j-eaped  froni  his  late  Diverlion.     For  he 

entered 
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^-  ^'  entered    into    the    League    of  Suabia  * 

v—v-*-  againft  the  Swifs,  who  for  feveral  Reafons 

Maximi-  •^^^  httn  declared  Enemies  of  the  Em- 

//«»enterspire.      This   War  was  profecuted    with 

Suabian   g^at  Animolity  and    Bloodfhed  on  both 

League.   Sides  y  fo  that  Lodovico  lofl:  all  Hopes  of 

AiTiftance  from  that  Quarter,  at  leaft  till 

Maximilian  fhould   put  /^n  End  to  that 

War  either  by  Treaty  or  Conqueft.     But 

as  that  Prince  had  given  him  AiTurance 

that  he  would  never  make   Peace  with 

France  or  Switzerland  without  a  Regard 

to  his  Security,  he  found  himfelf  under 

a  Neceffity  of  fending  him  Supplies  of 

Money. 

The  King  of  France  was  wife  enough 

to  take,  his  Meafures   from  the   prefent 

France     Jundurc  of  Affairs,    and  relying  on  the 

prepares  Affiflance  of   the    Pope    and.  Venetians^ 

for  his  .  * 

jiaiian    hc  rcjedied  the  Advice   of  thofe  of  his 
Expedi-   Council,  who    on    account    of  his  late 

tion.  ' 

Inauguration,  and  the  Scarcity  of  Money, 
would  have  perfuaded  him  to  defer  his 

Ex- 

,  *  This  War  of  Maximilian  with  the  Stjui/s  is  de- 
scribed by  Arrigo  Mutio  and  Naucleto,  and  is  called 
The  Grand  IVar,  which  coft  the  Lives  of  Thirty  Thou- 
sand Men  ;  but  the  Swifi  fufFered  motl. 
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Expedition  againft  Milan  to  the  next  ^-  ^* 
Year.  Lewis  flattered  himfelf  that  the.  Ji^^ 
War  could  not  laft  many  Months,  and 
confequently  did  not  require  vafl  Sums. 
The  Preparations  therefore  were  carried 
on  with  all  Diligence,  and  Methods  were 
found  out  to  furnifh  the  Swifs  under- 
hand with  a  Supply  of  Money,  to  enable 
them  to  keep  Maximilian  employed. 

LoDovico  by  this  Time  being 
convinced  that  this  dreadful  War  wasconfter- 
approaching,  ufed  all  his  Endeavours  to"*"°"- 
procure  the  Affiftance  of  fome  potent 
State  in  fo  imminent  a  Danger.  He  found 
it  impolTible  to  pacify  the  Venetians^  and 
the  King  of  Spain^  tho'  often  fbllicited, 
unconcerned  for  his  Prefervation .  In 
order  therefore  to  lofe  no  Time  while  he 
waited  the  Succefs  of  a  Negotiation  with 
other  Powers,  he  deputed  Galeazzo  Vif- 
conti  to  Maxitnilian  and  the  Swifsy  to"  offer 
his  Mediation  for  a  Peace  between  them. 
He  had  received  Information  that  the  Pope 
had  not  fucceeded  in  procuring  Carlotta 
for  his  Son  Ccejar  Borgia:  For  that  Princefs, 
either  influenced  hj   paternal    Love    or 

Au- 
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Authority,  or  privately  admoniflied  by 
the  King  of  France^  who  afFe6ted  to  ap- 
Cariotte  pcai"  zealous  for  the  Match,  obftinatcly 
refufes  refufed  to  marry  Valentino^  but  on  con- 
''dition  that  Federigo  fhould  at  the  fame 
Time  be  eftabhflied  in  his  lawful  Rights 
of  Inheritance,  for  which  that  Prince 
offered  to  pay  an  annual  Tribute,  befides 
other  Advantages  to  the  Crown  of  France, 
Lodovico  was  not  without  Hopes  that  this 
mortifying  Repulfe  might  operate  on 
Alexander^  and  detach  him  from  the 
French  Intereft,  He  therefore  thought 
fit  to  propofe  an  Alliance  with  the  Pope, 
in  conjunction  with  Federigo  and  the  Flo- 
rentmeSy  engaging  that  all  the  confederated 
Powers  (hould  affift  his  Holinefs  in  re- 
ducing the  Vicars  in  Romagna,  and  fur- 
nish him  with  a  fufficient  Sum  of  Money 
to  purchafe  a  Sovereignty  for  his  Son. 
Alexander  at  firft  feemed  to  liften  to  thefe 
Propofals ',  but  finding  they  were  ground- 
lefs,  and  that  he  had  Reafon  to  expert 
greater  Advantages  from  the  French  King, 
during  the  turbulent  and  calamitous  Sea- 
fon,  which  now  feemed  approaching,  when 
Italy  was  to  be  over-fpread  with   foreign 

Armiesj 


THE  WARS   IN  ITALT.        3 17 

Armies,  renounced  all  Thoughts  of  Car-  a.  d. 
lotta,  and  gave  his  Confent  for  the  Nup- .  'i^^;_j 
tials  of  his  Son  with  the  Daughter  of  M. 
lyAlbret,  a  Perfon  of  the  Blood  Royal, 
in  PofTeflion  of  a  large  Eftate,  and  not 
inferior  to  any  Nobleman  in  the  Kingdom 
of  France. 

LoDovico,    after    trying    all   manner Ioj^w/c* 
of  Ways  to  reconcile  the  Venetians^  finding *^?^jj^^'^ 
them  implacable,    thought   it   neceflary, T«ri. 
by  means  of  proper  Perfons,  and  in  con- 
cert with  Federigo,  to  make  Application 
privately  to  the  Turk.     Sforza  was   well 
fatisfied  that  if  Bajazef,   who  was  already 
making    fuch   vaft   Preparations,    fhould 
turn  his  Arms  againft  the  Venetians^  he 
could  not  have  much  to  fear  from  their 
Alliance  with  France.      He  alfo  offered 
the  Florentines  what  Affiftance  they  might 
think    necelTary    for    reducing   Fifa^  on 
condition  they  would  engage  to  affifl  hima"<^ofthe 
with  Three  Hundred  Men  at  Arms  and///'^^''' 
Two  Thoufand  Foot  for  the  Prefervation 
of  his  Dominions.     On  the  other  hand 
the  Fre72ch  King  demanded  of  the  Floren- 
tines a  Regiment  of  Five  Hundred  Men 

at 


tnes. 


3i8  THE  HISTORY   OF 

^-  ^'    at  Arms,  for  a  Year's  Service,  on  which 

c..^^..,^  Confideration    he  paiTed  his  royal  Word 

Ifir^f '  that,  after  the  Reduction  of  Milan,    he 

to  x)atFio-  would   affift  them   with  One   Thoufand 

rentines.   Lances   for   a  Year,   and  that  he  would 

conclude    no  Treaty   with  Lodovico    till 

they  were  put  in  full  PofTeflion  of  Pi  fa 

and  its  Territory.     He  would  moreover 

engage  that  the  Pope  and  Venetians  fhould 

both   move  to  their  Afliftance,    if  they 

fliould  happen  to  be  invaded   before  the 

Dutchy  oi  Milan  was  fubdued. 

These  difFerent  Propofals  kept  the 
Florentines  in  great  Sufpenfe,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  Difficulties  that  would 
attend  a  Rcfolution  on  either  Side,  but 
with  regard  to  the  different  Parties  in  the 
Republic.  As  Lodovico  demanded  no 
Afliftance  till  the  War  oiPifa  was  brought 
to  a  Period,  his  Succour  was  much  furer, 
and  more  ready  at  Hand,  than  what  was 
offered  by  France,  which  indeed  might 
be  reckoned  of  no  Confequence ;  for  as 
the  Pifans  were  unfupported,  they  ex- 
pe(5ted  to  reduce  them  before  the  End  of 
the  Summer  5  and  befides  it  feemed  un- 
grateful 


H99« 
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grateful  to  abandon  LodovicOy  whofe  pre-  ^-  ^* 
fent  Danger  was  owing  to  his  confederating 
with  them  againft  the  Veiietiam^  which 
provoked  that  Republic  to  enter  into  an 
Alliance  with  France.  Not  a  few  alfo 
were  cautious  of  irritating  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  being  fenfible  that  he  had  it  in  his 
Power  to  lay  feveral  flumbling  Blocks  that 
might  obftrudt  or  retard  their  Enterprize 
upon  Pija, 

On  the  other  hand  it  came  to  be  confi- 

dered,  that  Lodovico  was  utterly  incapable 

of  refifting  the  Power  of  France  fupported 

by  the  Venetians;    for  which  Reafon  it 

might  be  dangerous  to  make  an  Enemy 

of  a  Prince,  who  very  probably    would, 

in  a  few  Months,  traverfe  all  Italy   with 

an  irrefiftable  Army.      Then   as   to  the 

Afliftance  they  had  received  from  Lodo- 

vico,  allowing  it  to  have  been  the  Caufe 

of  his  prefent  perilous  Situation,  yet   the 

Memory  of  his  Benefits  was  eafily  efaced 

by  calling  to  Mind  the  many  Injuries  he 

had  done  them.     For  the  very  Rebellion 

of  the  Pifa?is  was  owing  to  his  ambitious 

Defire  of  making  himfelf  Mailer  of  that 

State^ 
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-^-   D.  State ;  and  during  the  Revolt  he  had  not 

y,».^^^only  himfelf  protedled,    but  alfo  excited 

other  Powers  to  affift  the  Rebels.     Upon 

the  whole  it  was  manifeft  that  his  Injuries 

much  outweighed  his  Favours,  and  that 

thofe    very    Favours  were   bellowed  not 

out  of  any  good  Will  to  them,  but  from 

a  Spirit  of  Revenge  on  thofe  Interlopers 

the  Fe?tetwm,  who  had  reaped  the  Fruits 

of  his   Labours,    and  fnatched  the  Prey 

Floren-    ^ut  of  his  Mouth.     After  much  Delibera- 

tines  re-  tion,  and  duly  weighing  the  Reafons  that 

fland  neu- offered  on  both  Sides,   the  Florentines  at 

*«'■•        length  concluded  on  a  Neutrality,  and  in 

the  mean  time   to  purfue  their   Scheme 

againft   P//^,    for   which   they  imagined 

their  own   Force  was  fufficient.     But  as 

they  were  not  without  fome  Apprehenfions 

from  LodovicOy  who  might  poffibly  give 

them  fome  Trouble  in  their  Undertaking, 

they  thought  befl  to  play  his  own  Tricks 

upon  himfelf,  and  amufe  him  with  fair 

V    Words.     After  they  had  thus  held  him 

fome  time  in  fufpence,  without  returning 

p  .. .  .    a  direft  Anfwer,  at  laft  they  ordered  one 

fwer  of    of  their  Secretaries  to  acquaint  him,  that 

^^enr^7s    ^^^y  found  indeed    that  the  Sentiments 

of 
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of  the  Republic  and  of  his  Highnefs  were  A.  D. 
the  fame  with  regard  to   the  End,  and  (J^^^2yj 
that  they  only  differed  as  to  the  Means : 
That  it  was  refolved,  after  the  Redu<ftion 
o£  Pifaj  to  fend  him  the  Succours  he  had 
demanded ;    but  that  it  was  not  fafe  to 
enter  into  a  Treaty,  which  was  impradli- 
cable  in  a  repubUcan  Goverment  without 
entrufling  the  Affair  in  many  Hands,  and 
-therefore   could  not  be  conducted  with 
diie  Secrefy  ;  and  if  it  fhould   take  Air, 
the  King  of  France  mig^t  take  Offence, 
and  perhaps   induce  the  Pope  and  Ve?ie^ 
tians  to    lend    Affiftance    to  the  Pifans^ 
which  would  render  a  Treaty  prejudicial 
to  themfelves,   and  of  no  Service  to  him  ; 
for  if  they  failed  in  their  Enterprife  againfl 
Tifa^    they  were  not  obliged,  according 
to  his  own  Propofals,    nor  indeed  in   a 
Condition,    to   lend   him   any  Succours. 
But  they  affured  him  that  he  might  de- 
pend on  their  Affiftance  whenever  it  lay 
in  their  Power  to  afford  it,  and  refl  fatis- 
fied  with  this  Promife,  which  was  ^iv^vi 
him  with  the  Approbation  of  their  lead- 
ing Men,'  on  whofe  Authority  depended 
all  the  Deliberations    of   the   Republic, 
Vol.  n.  Y  and 
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A.  D.  and  was  therefore  equivalent  to  figned 
'Wv2j  Articles.  They  offered  at  the  fame  time 
to  come  into  his  own  Terms,  if  he  could 
iind  any  other  Method  that  would  fccufe 
them  from  thofe  Inconveniences  which 
they  had  laid  before  him.  This  artful 
and  evalive  Anfwer,,  tho'  coloured  over 
with  fuch  fpecious  Reafons,  as  might 
perhaps  be  fatisfadtory  to  a  Perfon  of  or^ 
dinary  Penetration,  was  yet  too  loofe  and 
indefinitive  to  pafs  itfelf  upon  Z/O^oiT/Vt?,  who 
eafily  faw  through  it,  and  concluded,  from 
their  Refufal  to  accept  of  his  Affiftance, 
that  no  Strefs  was  to  be  laid  6n  the  F/o- 
r en  fines. 

Lodon)ico  The  Duke  was  now  in  the  utmofl 
inDiftrefs.  pej.piexity,  finding  hirafelf  difappointed 
in  all  his  Expe6tations.  He  conld  have 
no  firm  Reliance  on  Maximiliany  who 
was  of  an  incbnftant  Temper,  and  be- 
fides  at  War  with  the  ^wifs  ;  and  he  had 
but  little  Dependance  on  Federigo,  who 
had  promifed  him  Four  Hundred  Lances 
and  One  Thoufand  Foot  under  Projperb 
Colonna^  and  it  was  indeed  his  Intereft  to 
affift  him  ;  but  he  knew  that  Prince  was 

but 
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but  flow  in   his  Motions,  and  there  was  ^'  ^* 
befides  Reafon   to  think  that  he  had  no  ^^/^^/^ 
Troops   to  fpare.     As   for  the  Duke  of 
Ferraray  his  Father*in-Law,  to  whom  he  ' 
did  not  forget  to  make  his  Applications, 
after    being    firft    reproached  with    his 
Treachery,    by    which    the   Duke    was 
forced  to  give  up  the  Polefine  of  Rovigo, 
he  was  told  that  it  was  by  no  means  ad- 
vifable,  but  very  dangerous  for  the  Duke 
to  a<5t  aeainft  the  Venetians,  becaufe  his 
Dominions  bordered  on  theirs,  and  they 
might  at  any    time  be   at  the  Gates  of 
Ferrara  ;  it  was  his  Intereft  therefore  to 
maintain  Peace  with  his  Neighbours,  ^nd 
attend  his  domeftic  Affairs. 

LoDOvico    nov/   faw   himfelf  ^^■'i^do'vice 
ceffitated  to  ftand  entirely  upon  his  own  fortifies 
Bottom,    and    therefore  applied  himfeLftjgjToy^, 
with  the  utmoft  Dilligence  to  fortify  Anon^ 
Nroara,    and    AlcJJandria    della   Faglia, 
which  were  the  firft  Towns  the  French 
would  meet  with  in  their  March  to  Italy. 
He  refolved  to  fend   Gakazzo  Sajife'-jerifw 
with  the  greatefl:  Part  of  his  Forces  that 
Way  to  oppofe  the  Frejich^  and  t®  employ 
Y  2  th« 
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A.D.   the  Remainder   under    the    Marquis  of 

V/-v>J  Mdntoua  againft  the  Venetians.  But  foon 
after,  whether  out  of  wrong  Judgment 
or  Avarice,  or  becaufe  the  Decrees  of 
Heaven  are  unalterable,  he  changed  this 
wife  Difpofition.  He  had  the  Weaknefs 
to  perfuade  himfelf,  that  the  Venetian^ 
would  find  their  whole  Strength  in- 
fufficient  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  the 
mighty  Power  of  the  'Turk^  who  had 
declared  War  againft  them  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  and  would  be  in  no  Condition  to 
give  him  any  Difturbance.  In  Complai- 
fance  therefore  to  Galeazzo,  who  was 
difgufted  at  the  fuperior  Title  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Mantotmy  he  was  fo  impolitic  as 
to  difoblige  that  General,  by  refufing 
to  pay  him  fome  old  Arrears,  and  re- 
-         quiring   fuch   Oaths   and  Securities  as  a 

,  Man  of  Honour  knew  not  how  to  dif- 

penfe  with.  But  he  was  foon  made  fen- 
lible  of  his  Miftake,  when  he  obferved  the 
Venetian  Troops  daily  increafing  in  the 
Brefciany  in  order  to  be  in  Readinefs  to 
commence  the  War  in  Concert  with  the 
French  on  their  Arrival.  He  then  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  make  Application  once 

more 
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more  to  the  Duke  of  Ferrara.   who  was  A.  D. 

1499. 
Father-in-Law  to  the  Marquis  of  Man-  i^y^r^, 

toua  as  well  as  himfelf,  for  his  Intereft, 
in  order  to  accommodate  Matters  with 
the  Marquis.  But  the  Danger  increafed 
fafter  than  thole  Differences  could  be 
adjufled  j  for  the  Duke  of  Sci'voy  had 
ligned  a  Treaty  with  France ^  and  French 
Troops  paffed  every  Day  through  Fied- 
mo72tj  haftening  to  their  Rendevous  in  the 
Neighbourhood  oiAJli.  Lodovico's  Hopes 
in  the  mean  Time  were  daily  diminilli- 
ing  ;  FederigOy  either  out  of  Indolence 
or  Inability,  had  as  yet  fent  him  no 
Reinforcement  j  and  Lewis,  by  his  Vigi-^ 
lance  and  Refolution,  had  at  once  de- 
prived him  of  all  Expedation  from  the 
Flore?itines,  who  had  promifed  the  Duke 
to  fend  him,  after  the  Reduction  of  P  if  a, 
Pagolo  Vitelliy  an  Officer  of  high  Repu- 
tation all  over  Italy,  For  as  foon  as  the 
King  was  inform^ed  that  the  Florentines 
had  fent  a  Secretary  to  Milan,  he  up- 
braided their  AmbalTadors  in  fuch  high 
and  threatening  Terms,  that  the  Repu- 
blic thought  it  moil:  advifable  to  lign  a 
Treaty,  by  which  they  were  engaged  not 
Y  3  to 


326  THEHISTORYOF 

A-  ^-   10  alTifl    the    Duke  of  Milan,  without 
^^^^^/^  demanding  any  conditional  Obhgation  on 
the  King's  Side. 

Ud^'vico'i  LoDovico,  leaving  a  fmall  Number 
oi  Troops  under  Count  Gajazzo  on  the 
Venetia?!  Confines,  ordered  Gakazzo,  with 
Sixteen  Hundred  Lances,  Fifteen  Hun- 
dred Horfe,  and  Ten  Thoufand  Italian 
arid  Five  Hundred  German  Foot,  to  pafs 
the  Po,  with  an  Intent  to  keep  himfelf 
on  the  Defenfive,  and  avoid  coming  to 
Adtion.  AH  he  regarded  was  to  gain 
Time,  efpecially  on  account  of  the  Peace 
that  was  meditating  by  his  Agent  Vifconti 
between  Maximilian  and  the  Swifs^  which 
he  expefted  every  Day  to  hear  concluded, 
and  in  confequence,  according  tp  Promife, 
the  March  of  a  powerful  Army  to  his 
Affiftance.  And  indeed  this  Peace  was 
necefTary  for  him,  if  for  no  other  Reafon 
than  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  raife 
more  Soldiers  nearer  home,  for  fo  great 
were  the  Preparations  and  Motions  on  all 
Sides  as  to  drain  the  Country  of  all  the 
Men  fit  for  Service, 


No 
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A.    Q. 

No   remarkable    Accident    happened (^r^^->j 
before    the  Arrival  of  Leivis   de  Lignu^^^^^^''' 
Edward  d Aubigiii^  and  Gianjacccpo   T^ri- French 
vidzio  with  the  Forces  defigned  for  the   '^°'^* 
Expedition.     The  King  was  on  the  Road 
to  Lions^  and  gave  out  that  he  ihould  pafs 
the  Alps  if  it  were  neceflary  ;  yet  he  did 
not  intend  it,  imagining  his  Generals  fuffi- 
ciently  qualified  and  provided  to  perform 
the  Work  without  requiring  his  Prefence. 
When    the  whole  French  Army   pafTed 
under  Review,  it  was  found  to  confifl  of 
Two  Thoufand  Six  Hundred  Lances,  Five 
Thoufand  Sivifs,  Four  Thoufand  GafcoijtSy 
and  Four  Thoufand  other  French.     On 
the  1 3th  of  Augiifi  the  Army  arrived  be- 
fore  ArazzOy  a    Caftle    fituated    on  the 
Banks  of  the  T^miaro^   and  took  it  in  a/^^'^zz? 
very  fliort  Time,   tho*    there  were  Five 
Hundred   Men  in  Garrifon,  which  \yas 
owing  to  the  brifk  Fire  of  the  Cannon, 
and  no  lefs  to  the  Cowardice  of  the  De- 
fendants.    From  Arazzo  they  continued 
their  March  to  A?tcn,  fituated  on  the  high 
Road  between  Afii  and  Ale[fandria^  on 
the  Banks  alfo  of  the  T'anaro,     The  Place 
y  4  was 
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^-  ^'  was  ftrong  by  Nature,  and  had  beea 
^^^i*^^.^  newly  fortified.  Sanfeveritio^  who  was 
encamped  near  Alejfandria^  on  Advice  of 
the  Lofs  of  Arazzo,  had  deiigned  to  re-: 
inforcethe  Garrifon  oi  Anon^  which  con-. 
fifted  of  Sgyqu.  Hundred  newly  raifed 
Men,  with  fome  Companies  of  Veterans  ; 
but  found  it  impracticable,  becaufe  the 
French  J  to  prevent  all  Succour,  had  ob- 
tained Leave  of  the  Marquis  of  Mo?!- 
ferrato  to  place  Troops  in  FilizzaJio,  a 
Town  between  Ajigii  and  Alejfandria. 
The  raw  Garrifon  of  Anon  made  but  a 
poor  Defence,  for  the  French  having  taken 
PofTeffion  of  the  Suburbs,  attacked  the 
'Anon  Town  at  Four  Places,  and  carried  it  in 
Two  Days,  and  afterwards  the  Caftle, 
and  put  to  the  Sword  all  who  had  retired 
thither  when  the  Town  was  taken. 

S  A  N  s  E  V  E  R  I  N  o.  In  great  C013- 
fternation  at  the  Rapidity  of  thefe  Con-r 
quefls,  drew  his  Army  within  the  Walls 
of  Alejiandria^  alledging  in  Excufe  of  his 
Condud,  that  he  had  no  Dependance  on 
his  Foot,  and  that  the  Country  was  dif- 
affeded  to  the  Duke  of  Milan,  Tiie 
-  •  .  French :^ 


taken. 
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French,  emboldened  by  this  Timidity,  ap-  A*  ^• 
proached  within  Four  Miles  of  Alejj'an- [^^^^ 
dria,  and  at  the  fame  Time  made  themfelves 
Mailers  of  Vale?iza,  which  was  well  pro- 
vided with  Men  and  Artillery,  by  the 
Treachery  of  the  Governor  T)onato 
Kaffagnino,  3.  Milanefe  Gentleman,  who 
was  bribed  by  Trividzio,  and  introduced 
the  French  through  the  Caftle  into  the 
Town,  where  they  killed  and  took  the 
whole  Garrifon  ;  among  the  Prifoners  was 
Ottavia?iOj  a  baftard  Brother  o£S an/ever ino. 
It  js  remarkable  that  this  fame  Governor> 
Twenty  Years  before,  had  in  the  fame 
Manner  betrayed  Bona,  and  her  Son  Gio^ 
rcanni  Gakazzo,  by  giving  up  to  Lodovico 
a  Gate  of  Tortona,  on  the  fame  Day  in 
the  Year  that  he  admitted  the  French  into 
Valenza.  The  French  now  carried  all 
before  them  like  a  Torrent,  and  took 
Bafignano,  Voghiera,  Cajlehmovo,  and 
Fonte  Corone  without  Refiilance  ;  and  a 
few  Days  after  the  important  Town  and 
Citadel  of  TortCna,  the  Governor  Anton- 
mar  i  a  Pallavicino,  with  his  Garrifon, 
retiring  over  the  Fo  without  ftanding  aii 
Aflault, 

This 
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(^,r\^\J  This  rapid  Progrefs  of  the  Enemy 
terribly  alarmed  Lodovico  Sforza,  who 
feeing  his  Sovereignty,  like  a  weather-bea- 
ten Edifice,  finking  into  Ruins,  and,  as  it 
often  happens  in  great  and  fudden  Calami- 
ties, deprived  at  once  of  Prudence  and  Re- 
folution,  had  recourfe  to  thofe  Expedients 
which  are  the  common  Refuge  of  Defpair, 
but  which  ferve  only  to  difcoverthe  Great- 
nefs  of  the  Danger,  without  adminifter- 
ing  any  Comfort  or  Relief.  He  ordered  a 
Lift  to  be  taken  of  all  the  Men  in  the  Ci- 
ty of  Milan,  who  were  capable  of  bearing 
Arms,  fummoned  a  general  AiTembly  of 
the  Inhabitants,  to  whom  he  was  become 
odious  on  account  of  the  heavy  Taxes, 
and  in  their  Prefence  abolifhed  feveral  of 
thofe  Duties  that  were  moft  oppreffive  ; 
after  which,  in  very  pathetic  Expreffi- 
'  flions,  he  thus  addreffed  the  People. 

l6if>-vxto%-  "  I^  the  good  People  of  Milan,  he 
Speech  tofaid,  found  themfelves  overcharged  with 
pie  of  Taxes,  he  trufted  that  they  would  not 
Milan,     afcribe  it  to  his  natural  Difpofition,  or  to 

a 
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a  covetous  Delire  of  accumulating  Riches,    ^  ^- 
but  to  the  Condition  of  the  Times,  and  (^^>^^^>j 
the  Dangers  that  furrounded  Italy y  iirft 
from  the  Ambition  of  the  Venetians^  and 
afterwards   from    the    Paflage    of  King 
Charles :      That    he   was  forced  to  levy- 
Money,  to  preferve  the  Peace  and  Tran- 
quility of  the  Dutchy,   and  be  prepared 
againft  thofe  who  would  otherwife  have 
invaded  him.     He  therefore  thought  he 
could  no  way  better  merit  of  his  People 
than  by  averting  a  War,  which  is  always 
attended  by  a  Train  of  Calamities.     That 
this  Condudl  had  its  deiired  Effedt,    as 
the  Event  plainly  proved,   iince,    for  fo 
long  a  Term  of  Years  under  his  Govern- 
ment, they  had  enjoyed  Peace  and  Quiet- 
nefs,  which  had  enabled  them  to  grow 
rich,   and    augment    the    Splendor    and 
Magnificence   of  their  City    beyond   all 
others  5  witnefs  the  flately  Strucflures,  the 
public  Spedacles,  the  great   Increafe  of 
Artificers  and  other  Inhabitants,   not  only 
in  Milafi,  but  over  the  whole  Dutchy,  to 
the  no  fmall  Envy  and  Amazement  of  all 
the   other    States    of  Italy,     He  defired 
them  to  refled  how  he  had  not  governed 

them 
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^-  ^-  them  with  Cruelty  and  Rigour,  but  with 
{y^-^^y^  Humanity  and  Mildnefs :  That  he  alone, 
among  all  the  Princes  of  that  Age,  fparing 
-  no  Pains  to  make  his  Subjefts  eafy,  had, 
on  certain  appointed  Days,  admitted  pro- 
mifcuouily  to  his  Prefence  all  who  defired 
it,  and  adminiftered  fummary  and  impar- 
tial Juftice.  He  put  them  in  Mind  of  his 
Father's  Merits,  of  his  Beneficence  and 
gogd  Nature  ;  how  he  had  governed 
them  more  like  Children  than  Subjects, 
He  then  laid  before  them  the  Haughtinefs 
and  Infolence  of  the  Frefichy  who,  were 
they  once  in  Pofleifion  of  the  Dutchy, 
would  doubtlefs  behave,  as  they  did  in 
former  times,  when  they  were  fettled  in 
Jjombardy,  drive  out  the  old  Inhabitants, 
and  replace  them  with  People  of  their 
own  Country.  He  therefore  thought  it 
his  Duty  to  forewarn  them,  that  out  of 
Dread  and  Abhorrence  of  fuch  barbarous 
and  arbitrary  Proceedings,  they  might  all 
as  one  Man  unite  in  the  Defence  of  their 
Lives  and  Fortunes :  That  there  could  be 
no  Doubt  but  that  if  they  made  a  refolute 
Stand  againft  the  iirft  Shock,  which  how- 
ever fharp  would  be  but  fliort,  their  De- 
fence 
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fence  afterwards  would  become  eafier 
every  Day :  Fbr  it  was  the  Nature  of  the 
French  to- attack  with  Fury,  and  fpend 
their  Spirits  ^  at  the  firft' Charge,  but  to 
remit  of  their  Ardor,  and  be  difmayed 
at  a  vigorous  Repulfe.  That  he  expedied 
vaft  Succours  from  Germany  that  were 
ready  to  march  under  the  King  of  die 
Romans^  who  had  compofed  his  Differences 
with  the  Swifs  ;  and  that  he  had  received 
Advice  that  Profpero  Colonna  was  already 
on  his' March  from  A^i^/'/ifj  with  a  Body 
of  Auxiiliaries,  and  had  Reafon  to  believe 
that  the  Marquis  of  iW^;z^^z^^,  with  whom 
he  was  reconciled,  had  by  this  time  en- 
tered the  Cremonefe  with  Three  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms.  That  if  with  all  thefe 
Hopes  and  Encouragements  the  Refolu- 
tion  and  Fidelity  of  his  People  would 
but  heartily  concur,  he  fhould  be  under 
no  Apprehenfions  of  the  Enemies,  not 
even  tho'  he  were  to  encounter  the  whole 
Power  of  France."  This  Speech  drew 
Attention,  but  had  no  othefr  Effedt  on  the 
AfTembly. 

Lqdovico 
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i^r^j      LoDovico  was   refolved  to  make  his 

greateft  Efforts  againft  the  French,  with- 

bendT'hh  oiit  giving  himfelf  much  Concern  about 

whole      tJie  Venetians,  who   had   already  entered 

againft     ^Q  Ghiaradadda,  and   taken  Caravaggio 

t\i9  French  2_n^  Other  Towns  near  the  Adda,     Pur- 

fiiant    to    this  Refolution  he  remanded 

Count  Gajazzo  with  the  beft  Part  of  his 

Troops  from  the  Frontiers  on  that  Side 

to:^  Pavia,  with  Orders  to  join  Gakazzo 

fdr  the  Defence  of  Alexandria.     But  all 

Precaution  was  how  ufelefs,  and  his  Ruin 

was  vifibly  approaching  from  all  Quarters : 

For  Gujazzo   ungratefully  forgetting  the 

Gtf>Kzo's  innumeirable  Favours  bellowed  on  himfelf 

"^^^^^  ^'  aiid  his  Fattiiiy  by  Lcdavico,  had  already 

treiated  and  dsme  to  an  Agreement  with 

the  French,  being   piqued,  it    feems,  at 

the  Preference  of  Gakazzo,   his  younger 

Brother,  and  a  younger  Soldier,  in  the 

Command  of  the  Army,  and  at  his  being 

diftinguifhed  the  £rft  in  the  Diftribution 

of  Favours  and  Honours.    It  was  reported 

that  the  Duke  had  fome  time  before  been 

apprifed  of  the  intended  Treachery  ;  and 

that,    after  a  fmall    Paufe,  he  anfwered 

the 
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the  Informer,  with  a  Sigh,  that  he  could  ^  ^r 

1  r     '499' 

not  believe  io  much  Ingratitude  ;  but,  ifo-vv) 
it  were  true,  he  did  not  fee  how  it  could 
be  prevented,  nor  knew  in  whom  he 
could  confide  for  the  future,  if  his 
m£)fl:  intimate  Friends,  whom  he  had 
loaded  with  Benefits,  could. betray  him; 
adding,  that  he  could  not: but. think  it  a 
greater  Misfortune,'  and  befides  more 
dangerous,  to  deprive  himfedfcon  a  vain 
Sufpicion,  of  the  Service^  of  ia  faithful 
Servant,  thail*  by  an  uncaiitibus  Cre- 
dulity, to  trufl  his  Affaire  ill  the  Hands 
ofilich  as  W^fe-oX  dubious  Fidelity. 

rI:';€ouNT  Gajazzo  had  ordered  a  Bridge 
to  , be  laid.  over,  the  P(?,  over  which  he 
was  to  pafs.  and  join  his  cBrdther,  But 
as  he  never  intended  this  Conjun(5lion,  he 
artfully  retarded  the  finiHiing  of  this 
Bridge,  and  when  it  was  finifhed  ftill 
found  fome  Pretence  for  delaying  his 
Paflage.  It  was  now  Two  Days  fince 
the  French  had  opened  the  Trenches  be- 
fore Aleffandriay  and  their  Batteries  had 
fired  very  brifkly.  Gaieazzo,  who  had 
Twelve  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  the  fame 

Num- 
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A.  i).  Number  of  light  Horfe,  and  Three 
^^„i^^  Thoufand  Foot  inGarrifon,  on  the  Third 
Day  of  the  Siege  in  the  Evening,  without 
communicating  his  Refolution  to  any 
Officer  except  Lucio  Mahezzo,  accom- 
panied by  a  Party  of  Horfe,  deferted  his 
Charge  at  Alejjandriay  and  went  offloaded 
with  the  Infamy  due  to  fo  bafe  a  Treachery  > 
and  leaving  to  the  World  juft  Reafonto 
reflect  on'  the  Weaknefs  of  Lodovico'% 
Judgment  in  putting  fuch  a  Man  at  the 
Head  of '  his  Forces.  This  infamous 
Example  of  Galeazzo  is  a  clear  Proof 
that  there  is  a  very  great  Difference  be- 
tween managing  a  fine  Courfer,  and 
running  at  Tilts-  and  Tournaments  v/Ith 
heavy  Lances  -  (Exercifes  in  which  Gi^i 
leazzo- hdA)  no  Superior)  and  difcharging 
theOffice  of  a  General.  The  fame  ought 
to  be  a  Warning  to  all  Sovereigns  riot  to 
deceive  themfelves  in  their  Choice  of 
Miniffers  to  be  employed  in  Places  of 
Truff,  by .  prefering  them  on  account  of 
private  Love  and  Affection,  rather  th^rf 
of  known  Virtue  and  Merit. 


As 


THE   WARS   IN/Ty^Lr. 

As  foon  as  it  was  divulged  that  Ga- 
kazzoM'Si^  taken  his  Flight,  the  whole 
City  oi  Alexandria  was  in  an  Uproar,  fome 
fled,  fome  hid  themfelves,  and  others 
wandered  about  in  Confufion.  ^\i&French 
took  Advantage  of  this  Diforder,  and 
entered  the  Town  by  break  of  Day,  ftrip-  ^J'F<'*" 

'  ,  .  aria  taken 

ping  the  Soldiers  that  came  in  their  Way,  and  piun- 
and  then  plundered  the  Houfes.  *^"^^* 

Some  faid  that  Galeazzo  had  received 
Letters  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  Lo- 
dovicoy  with  Orders  to  abandon  Aleffait" 
dria^  and  march  with  all  his  Troops 
diredly  to  Milan^  where  the  People  began 
to  be  tumultuous  :  others  affirmed  that 
whatever  were  the  Contents,  they  were 
forged  by  Count  Gajazzo,  to  give  the 
French  an  Opportunity  of  getting  Po ffeffion 
of  Alexandria.  Galeazzo  ufed  afterwards 
to  fhew  thefe  Letters  in  his  own  Vin-- 
dication,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  he 
was  commifTioned  to  come  away  diredly, 
and  leave  the  Army  to  all  Hazards,  tho' 
he  might  think  it  practicable  to  con  dud: 
it  into  a  Place  of  Safety^  Their  Authenticity 

Vol.  II.  Z  how- 
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however  is  not  fo  unquefl  ion  able,  as  it  is 
that  if  Gakazzo  had  a<fted  the  Part  of  an 
able  and  refolute  General,  he  might,  with 
the  Forces  he    ccminanded,  have  eafily 
defended  AIeJ]a?idria,  as  well   as  moft  of 
the  Places  on  that  Side  of  the  Po,  and 
might  even  have  reaped  fome  Advantage. 
For  it  happened  that,  one  Day  after  Part 
of  the  French  Army  had  pafled  the  Bornia, 
there  fell  fo  heavy  a  Rain,  that  they  were 
for    a  long  time    confined   between  the 
Bornia  and  \ki^Tanaro  without  a  PofTibility 
of  returning  to  their  Camp.     Yet,  when 
fo  fair  an  Opportunity  offered,    and  tho' 
the  General   had  Advice  that  a  Party  of 
his  light  Horfe   had  fallied  by  the  Bridge 
over  the  T^anaro^   that  joins  the  City  to 
the  Suburbs,  and  put  to  Flight  the   firft 
Squadron  *  of  the  Enemy,  yet  he  wanted 
Courage  to  engage  them. 

The  Lofs  of  Akfjandrla  put  the 
whole  Dutchy  in  a  Confternation,  which 
was  every  Day  increafed  by  fome  new 
Misfortune.     For   as  foon  as  the  French 

had 

»  The  Italiom  ufe  the  Word  Squadron  to  fignify  a 
Body  of  Foot  as  well  as  of  Horfe. 
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had  pafTed  the  Po^  and  encamped  at  '^  ^• 
Mortara^  Pavia  declared  for  them.  On 
the  other  Side,  the  Venetians  after  taking 
Caravaggio^  pafTed  the  Adda  on  a  Bridge 
of  Boats,  and  made  Excurfions  as  far  ^s 
Lodi.  The  whole  Milanefe  was  now  in 
a  Ferment,  and  the  People  every  where 
tumultuous  ;  nor  was  the  Confufion  lefs 
in  the  Capital  than  in  other  Places.  The 
whole  City  took  up  Arms,  and  very  little 
Refpe(5t  was  fhewn  to  the  Sovereign.  For 
his  firft  Treafurer,  Antonio  LandrianOy 
who  had  attended  him  to  the  Caftle,  was, 
on  his  Return,  afTaffinated,  in  the  open 
Streets,  at  Noonday  -,  either  out  of  fome 
private  Revenge,  or  by  Orders  of  thofe 
who  wanted  a  Revolution  *.  This  au- 
dacious Fadl  made  Lodovico  very  appre- 
henfive  for  his  own  Safety ;  wherefore 
miflrufting  any  other  Means  to  fecure 
himfelf,  he  refolved  to  leave  the  Caftle 
well  provided,  and  retire  with  his  Family 
Z  2  into 

*  Landriano  was  affaffinated  by  Zitnone  Rigove  at  the 
Head  of  Twelve  Horfemcn,  who  gav6  him  Thrc'i* 
Wounds,  of  which  he  died  Two  Days  after.  During 
his  lllnefs  Lodo'vico  fent  Cardinal  Sanffverino  and  his  own 
Brother  to  vifit  him.  The  Death  of  this  great  Man  was 
the  principal  Caufe  of  the  Ruin  of  the  Dutchy,    Corio. 
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^-  ^-  into   Germany^    both  to  avoid  the  prefent 

X  A.QQ 

\^y*./^T>dingtVy  and  to  follicit  Maxiinilian^  who- 
had  made  Peace  with  the  Swifs,  or  was 
on  the  Point  of  doing  it>  for  his  Pro- 
tection and  Affiilance. 

Lod<.vico  lN*purfuance  of  this  Refolution  he 
fends  a-  immediately  fent  away  his  Children  *, 
Children,  accompanied  by  the  Cardinals  Sanfeveri7ia 
and  Afcanio  Sforza^  which  lafl:  had  a  few 
Days  before  arrived  from  Rome  to  affiil 
his  Brother  with  his  Counfel.  With  the 
fame  Company  he  alfo  entrufted  his 
Treafure,  which  was  very  much  dimi- 
nifhed  of  its  ufual  Bulk  j  it  being  well 
known  that  Eight  Years  before,  when 
the  Duke,  out  of  Oftentation,  made  a 
Show  of  it  to  the  foreign  Minifters,  it 
was  eftimated,  in  Money,  Gold  and  Silver 
Plate,  not  reckoning  the  coftly  Jewels,  at 
a  Million  and  Half  of  Ducats  j  whereaa 
now  it  was  thought  not  to  exceed  Two 
Hundred  Thoufand. 

After  the  Departure  of  his  Children 
•he  conftitutgd  Bernardino  da  Corte  of  Pa* 

via 

*  He  made  the  People  believe  thac  he  fent  his  Childrcja: 
to  meet  Maximilian,    Giovio. 
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^na   Governor   of  the  Caflle  of  Milaji,  ^-  ^- 
contrary  to  the  Advice  of  his  Friends,  and  \^rsr^ 
of  his  Brother  Afcanio^  who  offered  him- 
felf  to  undertake   that   Charge.     But  he 
thought  none  more  faithful,  or  fo  proper 
for  that  important  Truft,  as  a  Pcrfon  who 
had  been  his  Pupil,  and  educated  under 
his  Tuition.     He  left  in  Garrifon  Three 
Thoufand  Foot  under  Officers  of  approved 
Fidelity,    with    Provifions    of    Victuals, 
Money  and  militaiy  Stores,  fufficient  for 
feveral  Months.      For  the  Management 
of  Ailairs  in  G^/?o<2  the  Duke  depended  on 
Agofiino   Adorno  the  Governor,   and   on 
Giovanni  his  Brother,  who  had  efpoufed  a 
Sifter  of  the  Sanfevcrini,  to  whom  he  en- 
trufted  the  Guard  of  the  Caftelletto.     He 
made  Reftitution  to  the  Boromei,  a  Fami- 
ly of  Quality  of  Milan,  of  Anghiera  and 
Arona^sNi^  other  Lands  on  tki^LagoMag- 
giore,  which  he  had  formerly  feized  into 
his  PofTeffion^  and,  on  Payment  of  Thirty 
Thoufand   Ducats,  he  made  a  Surrender 
of  the  Dutchy  ofBari,  and  the  Principali- 
ty of  RcJ/a?w,   to   his  Nephew's  Widow, 
Ifabella  of  Aragon,    as  a   Settlement  for 
ter  Dowry  3  tlio'.  that  Lady  had  refufcd 
^^  3  fo 
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A    D.  to  enti  Lifl  him  with  her  little  Son,  whom 
(^^,^^^,^he    wo  ;ld   have  fent  with  his  own  Chil- 
dren inio  Germojiy.     Thefe  Affairs  being 
fettled,  and  his  Reign  at  an    End  in  the 
City,  he  continued  in  the  Caflle  as  long 
as  he  could  with  Safety,  and  on  the  2d  of 
September  fet  out  with  weeping  Eyes  for 
Germany^  in  Company  of  Cardinal  d'EJie 
LoJcvico  ^^^    Galeazzo    Sanfevermo,    efcorted    by 
flies  into  Luclo  Alalvezzo,   with  a  ftrong  Party  of 
erma?7j.  jj^£^j^j.j.y  ^^^  jyjgj^   ^^  Am^s*.     He  had 

no  fooner  fet  Foot  out  of  the  Caftle, 
than  Count  Gajaz-^u^  to  give  fome  Colour 
to  his  infamous  Defertion,prcfentedhimfelf 
before  him,  and  freeiy  told  him  that  iince 
he  abandoned  his  Dominions,  he  thought 
himfelf  releafed  from  his  Service,  and 
at  Liberty  to  chufe  his  Mailer;  and 
immediatly  after  he  difplayed  the  King's 
Commiffion,  and  went  over  to  the  French 
with  his  Troops  which  he  had  raifed  and 
jJcferrs  to  fubfiiled  with  Lodoviccs  Money. 

the  French  x 

lX)DOVICO 

*  Cario  fays,  Lodi'vico  was  efcorted  by  a  Body  of  Four 
Thoufand  Men.  Bemlo  writes  that  the  Milane/e  gave 
him  plain  Notice  that  they  intended  to  furrender  them- 
felves  to  the  French  if  he  abandoned  them  ;  and  that,  at 
his  Departure,  he  heard  the  People  cry  aloud  '  a  Lewti,  » 
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LoDOVico  pafTed  through  ComOy  and 
left  the  Caftle  to  the  Guard  of  the 
Townfmen,from  thence  was  rowed  down 
to  Bellagioy  and  landed  near  Bornio^  his 
Way  lying  through  all  thofe  Places, 
where  not  long  before,  in  the  Midfl  of 
his  Glory,  and  at  the  Height  of  his  Pro- 
fperity,  he  had  made  fo  magnificent  an 
Appearance,  when  he  entertained  Maxir- 
milian^  who  at  that  Time  had  more  the 
Appearance  of  an  Officer  of  his  own  or 
the  Venetian  Service,  than  of  a  King  of 
the  Romans.  He  was  purfued  between 
Como  and  Bornio  by  the  French,  and  by 
Count  Gajazzo^  Troops,  but  got  fafe  to 
Tironno,  where   he   left  a  Garrifon,  and  ^"^'"^'"^ 

'  '  arrives  at 

from  thence  to  Infpruck,  where  he    tx-hjpruck, 
pedted  to  meet  Maximilian. 

As  foon   as  Z^^owVo  was  retired  *  the  ^''''«»  re. 
Milanefe    fent    Deputies    to    the  French^'^'^ZK'' 
Army,  which   was  advanced   within  Six 
Miles  of  their  City,  and  agreed  to  receive 
them  v/ithin  their  Walls  without  any  Ca- 
Z  4  pitulation, 

*  Four  Days  zhzt  Lodo^vico^  Departnre  the  People  of 
Milan  cried  out  for  ihe  French,  as  we  are  told  by  Bembo. 
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pitulation,  which  they  chofe  to  have  fet- 
(tied  on  the   King's  Arrival,  from  whom 
confulting  merely  their  own  Intereft,  they 
expe(5ted   to  receive  great  Privileges  and 
Exemptions.       The  Example   of  Milan 
was  followed  by  the  whole  Dutchy.    The 
City  of  Cremona,  furrounded  by  the  Vene- 
tiam,  whofe  Government  the  People  ab- 
horred, would  have  furrendered  alfo   to 
the  King  J  but   Lewis  being  determined 
not  to  infringe  the  Articles  of  the  Con- 
vention, that  Place  was  obliged  to  fubmit 
Crsmona  to  the  Venetians.     Genoa  fliewed  the  fame 
[o^thr    Propenfity  to  the  French,  the  People,  the 
Venetians.  Adorfii,  and    GiGn)a?2ni  Luigi  del  Fiejco, 
ftriving   who   fhould  have  the  principal 
Hand  in  delivering  up  their  City  to  the 
niitstotheKing.        And,    to    compleat    Lodovico\ 
French,    jviisfortuncs,  who  in  the  Space  of  Twenty 
Days  had  loft  fo   noble  and  powerful  a 
■   State,  the  ungrateful  and  perjfidious  Go^ 
vernor  of  the  Caftle  of  Milan,  whom  his 
Mafter   had   feleded  as  the  moft  trufty 
Officer  of  his  whole  Army,  on  the  1 2th 
Day  after  the  Duke's  Departure  gave  up 
a  Caftle  deemed   impregnable,   without 

firing 
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firing  a  Gun.     As  a  Reward  of  fo  meri-  ^-   -^• 
torious  an  A(5t  of  Treachery,  he  was  grati-v.*"^^^* 
fied  with  the  Command  of  One  Hundred 
Lances,  and  a  Penfion  for  Life,  belides  a 
very  large  Sum  of  Money,  with    many 
other  Privileges  and  Immunities.*     Butfo 
perfidious  a  Breach   of  Truft  was  quite 
odious  in  the  Eye  of  the  World,  and  his 
Company  was  avoided  even  by  the  Fre?ich 
Officers,  as  they  would  that  of  a  wild 
Beaft ;  fo  that  meeting  with  nothing  but 
Contempt  and  Reproaches  wherever   he 
went,  he  was  at   length  overcome  with 
Shame  and  Remorfe,    the  powerful  and 
never-failing   Scourges    of  Villainy,    and 
died  in  great    Horror    and   Anguifli    of 
Spirit.      Several    other    Officers    in    the 
Caftle  had  a  Share  in  the  Guilt  of  this 
unworthy    Governor,    and   amongft   the 
reft  Filippo  dal  Frcfco,  another  great  Fa- 
vourite of  the  Duke,  who  had  bred  him 
from  a  Child,    and  had  left  him  in  the 
Caftle,  as  one  in  whom  he  could  confide. 
But  he,  on  the   contrary,    was  fo   bafe- 
minded,    and  forgetful  of  his  Duty  and 

Obligations, 

*  The  Sum  was  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  of 
Oold.  Bembo. 
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^-  ^-  Obligations,  that,  inftead  of  dilTuading 
i^^^jL^tho,  Governor  from  his  treacherous  Inten- 
tions, he  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  corrupted 
by  fine  Promifes,  had  a  chief  Hand  in 
the  Plot,  alTifted  at  the  Conferences,  and 
was  one  of  thofe  that  treated  with  Antonio 
Maria  Pallavicini^  the  French  Commiflary, 
about  the  Surrendry  of  the  Caflle. 

Lewis  was  at  Lions  when  he  received 
King  of  the  News  of  this  rapid  Conqueft,  which 
France     j^^  point  of  Time   had   exceeded  his  Ex- 

arrives  at         ^ 

Milan,  pedation.  He  had  no  more  to  do  but  to 
let  out  with  ail  Speed  for  Milan^  where 
he  was  received  with  loud  Acclamations, 
and  immediately,  to  ingratiate  himfelf, 
abolifhed  feveral  Duties.  But  as  the  com- 
mon People  are  ever  exorbitant  in  their 
Expedations,  they  were  not  contented, 
having  perfuaded  themfelves  that  they 
were  not  to  have  a  fingle  Tax  left.  The 
Kinp^  beftowed  Lands  on  feveral  noble  Fa- 
jnilies  of  the  Dutchy,  and  particularly  on 
Gianjacopo  T?'ivuizi,  who,  in  reward  of 
his  good  Services,  had  Vigevano  afllgned 
him,  with  many  other  Emoluments. 

While 
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While  the  French  were  thus  fuccefs- .Jj^2]^ 
ful  in  Lomhardy,  Pagolo  Vitclli  aiTembled 
his  whole  Force  in  order  to  reduce  P!/a.^'^°^'^^i' 

J       ings  or 

He  begun  with  the  Siege  of  CaJcina^Pagotoyi- 
which  lurrendered  in  Twenty -fix  Hours/*^'^'* 
tho'  it  was  well  provided  with  Soldiers 
and  all  Things  necelTary,  and  had  a  good 
Ditch  and  other  Fortifications  :  But  the 
foreign  Troops  obferving  that  the  Pifan 
Soldiers  were  diflieartened  at  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  the  Walls,  and  inclined  to  fur- 
render,  capitulated  for  themfelves,  leaving 
the  others,  with  the  Pijhi  CommifTary, 
to  the  Mercy  of  the  Enemy.  The  Tower 
eredled  for  the  Defence  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Ar7io  was  delivered  up  at  the  iirfl 
Summons  of  a  Trumpet,  and  the  Fort 
oa  the  Lake  was  abandoned  3  fo  that  the 
Pifans  had  now  no  other  fortified  Places, 
beiide  their  City,  left  in  their  Territory 
except  the  Verrucola^  and  the  Tower  of 
Ajcanio  j  and  thefe  it  was  not  advifeable  to 
attack,  hecaufe  as  they  were  contiguous 
to  Pija^  they  might  be  eafily  fuccoured  ; 
and  alfo  on  account  of  their  Situation  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Arno^  and  not  of 

Con- 
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-^-   D-  Confequence  enough  to  induce  the  Army 
t— v-^  to  pafs  the  River. 

Siege  of       Thus  the   Pifans  had   now  nothing 
'•^''*       left  to  defend  but  their  City,  which  was 
generally  thought   incapable   of    making 
any  long  Refinance.     But  Men  of  Pene- 
tration, who  conlidered  the  Strength  of 
the  Town,    and  the  Number,  Courage, 
and  Defperation  of  the  Defenders,  were 
of  a  different  Opinion.     For  though  the 
Number  of   foreign  Troops  was   incon- 
liderable,    being    only    thofe  who,    with 
Gurlino  of  Ravenna,  had  remained  after 
the  Venetians  had  recalled    their  Forces, 
yet  there  was  a  vaft  Number  of  Inhabitants 
and  Peafants,  who  with  Five  Year's  Expe- 
rience were  become  brave  Soldiers,  and 
were  determined  to  fuffer  the  laft  Extre- 
mities rather  than  fubmit  to  the  Florentines, 
The  Town  had  no  Ditch,  but  the  Walls 
were  very  thick,  built  after  the  antient 
Manner,  with   Stone,    and    fo  well  ce- 
mented by  the  Goodnefs   of  the  Mortar 
peculiar  to  that  Country,  as  to   refill  the 
Artillery  much  better  than  ordinary  Walls, 
and  give  Time  for  repairing  the  Breaches. 
^  However, 
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However,  by  the  Advice  of  Pagolo  Vitelli 
and  Rinuccio  da  Marciano,  who  gave 
Hopes  and  exped:ed  that  the  Town  would 
be  taken  in  a  Fortnight,  the  Siege  was 
undertaken. 


Pagolo   having  got  together  Ten 
Thoufand  Foot  with  a  great  Number  of 
Horfe,    and  being  fupplied  with  all   the 
NecefTaries  he  required,  on  the  lafl  Day 
of  July  opened   the  Trenches,  but   not 
on  that  Side  of  the  Arm  which  would 
have  prevented  any  Succours  coming  from 
LuccOy  as  feveral  Officers  advifed,  but  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  River   againft  the 
Fort  of  Stmnpace,  the   taking  of  which, 
he  thought,    would   much   facilitate  his 
Enterprife,    both  on   account  of  Conve- 
niency  of  Situation  for  the  more  eafy  and 
fafe  Reception   of  Convoys  of  Provifions 
fron\  the  Hills,  and  alfo  becaufe  he  knew 
that  the  Fijans^  not  expeding  an  Attack 
on  that  Side,  had  negledted  to  make  any 
new  Fortifications,  as  they  had  done  on 
.the  other.      Having  therefore  erected  a 
Battery  of  Twenty  Cannon,  he  began  to 
play  ori  Stampace^  and  on  a  large  Space  of 

the 
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the   Wall  on  each   Side,    reaching  from 
Sant'  Antonio  in  Stampace  as  far  as  the  Sea 
Gate  on  the  Bank  of  the  Arno.     On  the 
other  hand  the  Pifa?is   worked  Day  and 
Night  on  the  Breach,  the  Women   affift-* 
ing  and  fhewing  no  lefs  Refolution  than 
the  Men,  till  they  had  raifed  a  high  and 
thick  Rampart,  with  a  wide  Ditch  before 
it,  without  being  difmayed  at  the  Sight 
of  thofe  who   were   wounded,  many   of 
them  mortally,  by  the  Enemy's  Artillery, 
either  bv  their  own  CareleiTnefs,    or  the 
Rebounding  of  the  Balls  while  they  were 
at  Work.     The  Befiegers  too  fuffered  no 
lefs  in  their  Camp  by  the  Fire  from  the 
Place,  for  the  Shot  from  Sta??ipace  came 
fo  thick,  that  together  with   the  Fire  of 
the  Cannon   from  the  Walls,  and  efpe- 
cially  from  a  Platform  on   the   Tower  of 
San  Marco,  they  were   galled  to  fuch  a 
Degree  that  they  were   obliged  to  throw 
up  high  Banks  before  them,  or  lodge  in 
Ditches. 

The  Siege  went  on  in  this  Manner 
for  feveral  Days,  and  tho'  a  large  Breach 
had  been   made  in  the  Wall  oiSantAntonio 

a  Stampace, 
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a  StampacCy  and  that  Fort  was  fo  fhattered  A,  D. 
that  the  General  imagined  it  might  be^J^^2^ 
carried  without  much  Difficuhy,   yet  the 
more   to   faciUtate  an  Attack,  and  affure 
himfelf  of    the    Succefs,    he    continued 
widening  the  Breaches  from  Sfatripace  to 
the  Sea-gate,  till  at  laft  all  Communication 
with  that  Fort  was  cut  off,  and  it  flood 
quite  without   the  Rampart,  which  had 
been  erected  by  the  Pifaits  at  a  good  Di- 
ftance  from  the  Walls,  w^hich  gave  Room 
forfrequentSkirmifhes  between  the  broken 
Wall  and  the  Rampart,  in  one  of  which 
Count  Kimiccio  received  a  Muiket   Shot. 
What  the  General  had  in  View  was,  after 
the  Taking  of  Stanipace,  to  plant  a  Battery 
there,    and  on   the  Ruins    of  the   Wall, 
which   taking     in    flank     all    that    Part 
which  was  defended  by  the  Belieged,  he 
doubted  not  to  be  Mafter  of  the  Place, 
efpecially  fmce  at  the  fame  time  he  la- 
boured at  undermining  a  Part  of  the  Wall 
between  Stampace  and  the  Rampart,  which 
was  already  weakened  widi  Pickaxes,  and 
fupported  with  wooden  Props,  in  order  to 
make  it  fall  towards  the  Rampart,  and  hy 
its  Ruins  to  fill  up  the  Ditch,  which,  when 

they 
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A.  D.  they  gave  the  AfTault,  would  much  faci- 
»^-l'^^.  litate  it,   the  Town  Wall  being  very  high 
in  that  Part. 

On  the  other  hand  the  FiJanSy  who 
were  under  the  Dire<5tion  of  GurlinOy  had 
made  fome  Cafemates  in  the  Ditch'  to- 
wards Sant'  Antonioy  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  filling  it  up,  planted  a  good  Num- 
ber of  Cannon  towards  that  Place,  and 
poftcd  their  Infantry  before  the  Rampart, 
being  refolved  in  cafe  of  Extremity  to 
fight  Hand  to  Hand,  and  difpute  every 
Inch  of  Ground. 

Stampace         ^^    ^^     ^  ^^  ^^^  °^  ^^  SicgC,  VitelHy 

taken  by  by  Break  of  Day,  gave  the  AfTault  to 
^°'"''  Stampace,  and  tho'  the  Troops  fufFered 
greatly  from  the  Artillery  of  the  Old 
Citadel,  he  carried  the  Place  much  fooner 
and  eafier  than  he  expected,  to  the  great 
Amazement  of  the  Pifans^  who  were  (o 
terrified  that  they  abandoned  their  Ram- 
parts in  a  Panic,  and  ran  about  the  Town, 
and  many  of  the  Citizens,  among  whom 
was  Piero  Gambacortay  with  his  Troop  of 
Forty  Archers  on  Horfeback,  fled  out  of 

the 
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the   Gates,  and  many  more  would  have  ^-   ^' 
fled    had    not    the  Magiftrates  placed  a  J-!^ 
Guard  at  the  Gates.     In  fhort,  the  Con- 
flernation   was   fo  great,    that   if  Pagolo 
had  pufhed  on  his  good  Fortune  he  might 
undoubtedly  have  put  an  End  to  the  War 
that   very  Morning,   and   made  that  the 
mofl:  glorious  Day  of  his  Life,  which  by 
his  own  fatal    Remifihefs    and    Neglect 
proved  the  Beginning  and  Source  of  all 
his  Calamities.     He  faid,   indeed,  in  his 
Excufc,    that    he  knew  nothing   of  the 
Confternation  of  the  Town,   and  that  if 
he  had  known  it  he  had  formed  no  other 
Defign  than  that  of  taking  Stampace  that 
Day,   and  had  made  no  Preparations  for 
a  general  Aflault.     This  feems  to  be  the 
Reafon  why  the  Rampart  was  not  attack- 
ed, where   he   could  have  met  with  no 
Refiftance,  and  why  he  remanded  back  to 
the  Camp  the  greater  Part  of  his  Army, 
which  on  the  Taking  of  Stampace   had 
hurried  thither  in  a  tumultuous  Manner, 
in  hopes  of  entering  the  Town,  and  plun- 
dering it.      The  Pifans^    on    the  News 
being  fpread  that  the  Enemy  ftopt  fhort, 
and   did  not  profecute  their   Advantage, 
Vol.  II.  A  a  took 


354  THEHISTORYOF 

^-  ^'  took  heart  afrefh,  and  being  farther  anl- 
'^'^^^*  /mated  by  the  Cries  and  Lamentations  of 
their  Women,  conjuring  them  to  chufe 
Death  rather  than  Slavery  under  the  Flo- 
rentines, returned  to  their  Pofts  on  the 
Ramparts.  GiirlinOy  who  had  undertaken 
the  Defence  of  Pifa^  obferving  that  the 
Enemy  had  raifed  a  Terras  of  Earth  and 
Planks  along  the  Way  that  leads  from 
the  Ravelin  before  Stampace  to  the  Sea- 
gate, and  fortified  it  tov^^ards  the  Field,  but 
had  negled:ed  another  Way  to  Stampace, 
he  gave  Orders  for  terrafing  the  fame  with 
all  Speed  in  the  fame  Manner,  and  far 
eredling  a  Platform,  on  which  he  planted 
a  Battery,  that  took  the  Fort  in  Flank, 
and  hindered  all  Accefs  on  that  Side. 

Pagolo  being  in  PofTeffion  of  Stam- 
pace, raifed  a  high  Battery  of  Falconets 
and  other  fmall  Pieces,  that  commanded 
the  whole  Town,  but  did  no  Damage  to 
the  Ramparts,  which  were  however  pretty 
much  fliattered  by  a  Battery  of  large  Can- 
non planted  lower  ;  but  the  Pijans  would 
not  abandon  them,  but  continued  refolute 
in  their  Defence ,  at  the  fame  time  the  Befieg- 

ers 
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ers  continued  to  batter  the  Cafemate  to- 
wards Sant'  Antonio,  and  the  Sea-gate,  and 
to  ruin  their  Outworks.  The  General  la- 
boured hard  to  fill  up  the  Ditch  with  Faf- 
cines,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Attack  of 
the  Rampart.  On  the  other  hand  the  P/- 
fansj  receiving  a  Supply  of  Three  Hundred 
Foot  from  Lucca  on  the  Night  following 
refumed  frefh  Courage,  redoubled  their 
Efforts,  and  threw  Pots  of  Wildfire  on  the 
Enemy's  Workmen.  Having  fruftrated 
this  Attempt,  the  main  Point  they  now 
had  in  View  was  to  force  the  Befiegers  to 
abandon  the  Fort  of  Stampace.  For  this 
Purpofe  they  mounted  a  very  large  Piece 
of  Cannon  called  the  Bufdlo,  and  point- 
ing it  again  ft  the  Fort,  after  a  few  Shot  it 
difmounted  the  high  Battery  -,  and  tho' 
Pagolo  had  direded  fome  Pieces  of  Can- 
non to  play  upon  it,  which  did  fome 
Damage  to  its  Mouth,  yet  it  continued  to 
fire,  till  in  a  few  Days  it  had  (hattercd  the 
Fort  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  Pagolo  thought 
fit  at  laft  to  remove  his  Cannon  and  aban- 
don the  Place.  Nor  had  he  better  Succefs 
at  the  Wall  he  had  weakened  with  Pick- 
axes, for  the  Pifans  having  countermined 
A  a  2  il 
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it  on  the  Infide,  in  order  to  make  it  fall 
off  from  the  Ditch,  when  after  removing 
the  Props,  he  expected  it  to  tumble  down, 
it  flood  immovable. 

In  fpite  of  thefe  Difad vantages  Vitelli 
did  not  defpair  of  carrying  his  Point  at 
lafl,  and  making  himfelf  Mafter  of  the 
Place  ;  for  which  End,  indulging  his  na- 
tural Temper,  he  refolved  to  proceed 
flowly  tho'  the  more  fecurely,  in  order 
to  fave  the  Lives  of  his  Men  as  much  as 
poffible.  And  therefore,  tho'  there  were 
in  many  Places  Breaches  of  above  One 
Hundred  Foot,  he  continued  to  enlarge 
his  Batteries,  to  fill  up  the  Ditches  with 
Earth,  and  to  repair  the  Fort  of  Staj72pace, 
in  order  to  plant  on  it  a  new  Battery 
which  might  take  in  Flank  the  great 
Rampart  which  the  Fijam  had  ered:ed. 
In  fhort  he  tried  the  utmofl  of  his  Skill 
and  Art  for  obtaining  a  fair  Opportunity 
of  giving  a  general  and  regular  AlTault, 
with  the  furefl:  Profpedt  of  Succefs,  and 
at  the  leaft  Expence  of  Blood.  But  thefe 
dilatory  Proceedings  were  no  way  fatis- 
fadlory  to  the  Florenihies^  who  were  very 
^  uneafy 
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uneafy  at  the  leaft  Delay,  and  continually 
teazed  him  with  Letters  and  Meflages, 
urging  him  to  be  expeditious  and  haften 
the  Attack,  left  fome  Impediment,  which 
might  arife  every  Hour,  fhould  be  thrown 
in  his  Way. 

This  Condu6l  of  the  General,  tho' 
perhaps  prudent,  and  agreeable  to  the 
Rules  of  military  Difcipline,  proved  thro* 
his  ill  Fortune  to  be  the  Caufe  of  his  De- 
ftru6tion.  The  Territory  of  Pifa  being 
full  of  ftanding  Pools  aijd  Marfhes  be- 
tween the  City  and  the  Sea,  is  fubje<5t  at 
this  Seafon  of  the  Year  to  peftilential 
Winds,  and  efpecially  in  that  Part  where 
the  Florentines  were  encamped,  and  in  the 
Space  of  Forty-eight  Hours  a  violent 
Fever  was  propagated  through  the  Army, 
fo  that  when  Pagolo  came  to  give  the 
AlTault  on  the  23d  of  Augiijl^  he  found 
fo  great  a  Number  of  fick  and  enfeebled 
Perfons,  that  he  had  not  Men  enough 
left  to  go  upon  it.  The  Florentines^  and 
the  General  who  himfelf  laboured  under 
the  common  Diforder,  endeavoured  to 
remedy  this  Inconvenience  by  lifting  new 

Menj 
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^  ^-  Men  ;  but  the  Diftemper  raged  fo  violent- 
i„^^,^2l«;ly  that  the  Diminution  every  Day  much 
exceeded  the  Supplement.  At  lafl  Pagolo 
giving  over  all  Hopes  of  Succefs,  and 
apprehenlive  of  being  attacked  himfelf, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  raife  the  Siege  j 
which  was  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of 
many  of  the  Florentines^  who  were  for 
placing  a  good  Garrifon  in  Sfampace^  and 
continuing  in  their  fortified  Camp  near 
Fifa.  But  VitelU  would  by  no  means 
bearken  to  their  Advice,  for  Stampace  had 
been  fo  ihattered  and  damaged  by  his 
own  Cannon  and  that  of  the  Befieged, 
-.       r  that  it  was   not  tenable.      He   therefore 

Siege  of 

/^/Arais'don    the  4th  of    September  broke  up  his 

Gamp,  and  abandoned  the  Place,  dire<ft- 
ing  his  March  along  the  Road  that  goes 
to  the  Sea ,  and  as  it  was  thought  im^ 
prad:icable  to  convey  the  Artillery  by 
Land  to  Cafchiaj  becaufe  the  Waters  had 
fpoiled  the  Roads,  it  was  embarked  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  ylrno,  in  order  to  be  tran- 
sported to  Livomo.  But  here  the  fame 
ill  Fortune  attended  this  as  did  all  his 
other  Undertakings,  for  Part  of  the  Can-^ 
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non  was  funk,  and  a  fliort  time  after  re- 
covered by  the  Pifans,  who  at  the  fame 
time  retook  the  Tower  that  guarded  the 
Mouth  of  the  Arm, 


These    repeated    Misfortunes   aug- 
mented the  ill  Opinion  which  the  Floren- 
tines  had  before    conceived  of  Vitelli  to 
fuch  a  Height,  that  a   few    Days    after 
being  fummoned  by  the  Commiffaries  to 
Cafcina^  on  Pretence  of  confulting  about 
the  Diflribution  of  the  Troops  into  their 
feveral  Quarters,  he  was  there  arrefted  by 
Order  of  the  fuperior  Magiftracy,  and  fent 
to  Florence^  where  he  was  the  fame  Night  P^-igolo  ar- 
feverely  put  to  the  Queflion,  and  the  next  [u^ed  and 
Day  beheaded.      Vitellozzo    his   Brother  beheaded, 
narrowly  efcaped  the  fame  Fate  ;  for  the 
Commiffaries  had  the  fame  Inflant  fent  to 
apprehend   him  ;    but  he,  infirm   as   he 
was,  of    the  Sicknefs    contrad:ed  ht^ovQ  Fitelloxzo 
Pifay  feigning  Obedience  to  their  Orders,  ^^^^pes  to 
got  out  of  Bed,  and  while  he  was  dreffing 
himfelf  fome  of  his  Domeftics  who  got 
about  him  provided  a  Horfe,  which  he 
mounted  with  their  Affiflance,  and   got 
A  a  4  fafe 
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^-  jp-  fafe  to  Pi  fa,  where  he  was  received  with 
open  Arms.  * 


1499. 


The  principal  Articles  laid  to  ViteWs 
againft  Charge  were,  That  it  was  owing  to  his 
Vitelli.  Want  of  Will  that  Pija  was  not  taken, 
which  might  have  been  done  the  fame 
Day  that  the  Fort  oi  Stampace  was  taken  j 
That  for  the  fame  Reafon  he  fo  long  de- 
layed to  give  the  Affault :  That  he  had 
received  frequent  Meflages  from  Pifa 
without  communicating  the  Subjec5t  to 
the  CommifTaries :  That  he  had  raifed 
the  Siege  of  Pifa,  and  abandoned  Stam- 
pace,  contrary  to  exprefs  Orders  :  That 
he  had  invited  one  of  the  other  Generals 
to  be  his  Accomplice  in  feizing  on  Cajcina^ 
Vico  Pijano,  and  the  Artillery,  that  on 
the  Payments  and  other  Articles  he  might 
have  it  in  his  Power  to  manage  the  Flo-, 
■  rentines  as  he  fhould  think  iit  :  That 
whilft  he  was  in  the  Cajentino  he  held 
private  Correfpondence  vv'ith  th©  Medi- 
ci, 

*  VittllnzTo,  while  he  was  delaying  to  drefs  himfelf, 
t))at  he  might  give  Time  for  his  Friends  to  come  about 
hini,  faw  fome  of  his  Lances  among  the  Spe6)ators,  by 
whofe  Afliftance  he  forced  his  Way,  and  got  /afc  to 
fifa.     Buonoiorji. 
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ci^  and  at  the  fame  time  negotiated  and 
as  good  as  concluded  a  Treaty  with  the 
Venetians^  by  which  he  was  to  enter  in- 
to their  Service  at  the  Expiration  of  his 
Term  of  Agreement  with  the  Florentines^ 
which  was  near  at  handj  that  did  not 
take  EfFed:  becaufe  the  Venetians^  having 
concluded  a  Peace  with  the  Florentines^ 
had  no  Occaiion  for  his  Service  ;  but  that, 
in  coniideration  of  this  Agreement,  he  had 
granted  a  Pafs  to  the  Duke  of  Urbino  and 
Ghdiano  de'  Medici.  Thefe  were  the 
Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge,  but  he  con- 
felTed  nothing  in  particular,  while  he  was 
under  the  Torture  that  could  affed:  his 
Life  J  his  Execution  was  haflened  for 
fear  that  the  King  of  France^  who  was 
arrived  at  Milan y  fhould  demand  him  to 
be  fet  at  Liberty.  After  his  Death  fome 
of  his  Intimates,  who  had  pafTed  under  a 
longer  Examination,  confefTed  no  more 
than  that  Pagolo  thought  he  had  many 
Reafons  to  be  diffatisfied  with  the  Flo- 
renti7ieSy2L.s  particularly  for  their  Partiality  in 
favour  of  Count  Ritiuccio,  the  Difficulties 
they  made  in  fending  him  the  Supplies  " 
vvhich  he  from   time  to  time  demanded, 

sind 
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A.  D.  and  the  fcandalous  Reports  fpread  in  Flo- 
^99'  ^■y-^fjce  of  his  Condu6t,  to  the  great  Injury 
of  his  Reputation.  Upon  the  whole,  tho* 
fome  may  continue  to  think  that  he  had 
not  difcharged  his  Office  with  juft  Fide- 
lity, and  that  he  afpired  to  the  Sovereignty 
of  Pifa,  or  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of 
fome  Part  of  the  Florentine  Dominions, 
where  he  had  great  Friends  and  Interefl, 
yet  the  major  Part  were  of  the  more  chari- 
table Side,  and  of  Opinion  that  he  ufed 
his  beft  Endeavours  to  take  Fifa^  which 
he  was  fenfible  would  have  procured  him 
immenfe  Glory,  it  being  the  chief  Con- 
cern of  great  Captains  to  embrace  all 
Opportunities  of  acquiring  Honour  and 
Fame. 


King  of       The  King  of  France  being  arrived  at 
^\V"tr  J  Milan,  received  the  Addreffes  and  Con- 

addrejied 

bythereftgratulations  of  all  the  Potentates  of  Italy y 
Tallin    except   King  Federigo,  either  in    proper 
FotentatesPerfon,   OF  by  their  Amballadors;  fome 
congratulating  him  on  his  Conquefl:,  fome 
vindicating  themfelves  from  the  Charge  of 
having  favoured  LodovicOy  and   others  to 
fettle  with  his  Majefty  ijjeir  future  Opera- 
tions. 
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tions.     They  were  all  gracioufly  received, 
and  the  King  entered   into  Engagements 
with    each    of  them,  but  of  a   different 
Kind  according  to  the  Diverfity  of  their 
Circumftances,  by  which  he   might  pro- 
mife  himfelf  more  or  lefs  Advantage  from 
their  Friendfhip.      Among   the  reft  the 
Marquis  of  Mantoua  was  received  into  his 
Protediion,    had   the  Command  of  One 
Hundred  Lances  given  him,  with  a  hand- 
fome  Salary,  and  was  honoured  with  the 
Order  of  St,  Michael"^.      The  Duke  of 
Ferrara  was  alfo  received  under  the  royal 
Prote<5tion.      Both   thefe   Princes   waited 
on  his  Majefly  in  Perfon,   but  it  was  not 
without  fome  Difficulty  and  Expence  that 
the  Duke  got  himfelf  in  titled  to  the  royal 
Favour ;  for  ever  fince  he  had  configned 
the  Caftelletto  of  Genoa  into   the   Hands 
of  Lodcvico,  he  was  regarded  as  a   Perfon 
difaifeded  to  the  Fretich  Intereft.     Gio" 
vanni  Benthoglio  deputed  his  Son  Amiibak 
to  pay  his  Refpecfls   and  crave  the  royal 
Protection,  which  was  not  granted  with- 
out a  Sum  of  Money,     But  the  Ti:rm- 

tinei 
•  The  Marquis  only  accepted  of  the  Order  of  St, 
Michael,  refadng  the  military  Place,  and  a  yearly  Penfioa 
of  Twelve  Thoufand  Livrcs.     Maria  Fq-j' :■::'.£, 
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^-   ^'  tines  found  it  more  difficult  and  expenfive 
,to  compound  Matters  3  all  their  paft  Ser- 
vices were  forgot,  and  no  Regard  paid  to 
all  they  had  fuffered  for  the  French  Caufe 
in  the  Times  of   the    late    King.     The 
whole  Court  feemed  to  be  fet  againfl  them,, 
and  turned  the  deaf  Ear  to  all  they  had 
to  plead  in  juftification  of  their  Neutrali-. 
ty,  to  which,  they  faid,  they  had  been  ne- 
ceffitated,  that  they  might  not  make  aa 
Adverfary  of   Lodovico  in  ■■  the   Affair   of 
Pifa.     What  paffed   in    the   memorable 
Tranfacflion,  when  King  Charles   fet  the. 
Tijans  at  Liberty,  had  made  a  deep  Im- 
preffion  on  the  Minds  of  the  French,  and 
the  Fame    of  their    glorious    Refiftance 
begot  an  Efteem  and  Affediion,    and  pre- 
poflefTed  the  military  Men  in  their  Favour.' 
The  Authority  alfo  of  Gia?ijacopo  'tri'vulzio 
wasofnofmali  Prejudice  to  the  Floren- 
tines at  this  Jundlure,  for  that  old  Captain, 
afpiring  to  the  Sovereignty  of  Fija,  favour- 
ed the  Caufe  of  the  Fifans^  who   were 
difpofed  to  accept  of  him   or  any  one  elfe 
that  could  defend   them   againfl  the  Flo- 
rentines.     The  AmbafTadors  alfo  met  with 
bitter  Reflexions  from  the  whole  Court 

on 
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on  account  of  the  Death  of  Pagolo  Vitelliy  ^'   i>. 
and   were  told    that   their   Mafters  had,  t^i.^ 
without  any  juft  Reafon,  cut  off  the  Head 
of  that  valiant    Captain,    to   whom  the 
Crown  of  France  lay  under  Obligations, 
for  his  Brother  had  been  killed,  and  him- 
felf  taken  Prifoner,  while  they   were   in 
the  Service  of  King  Charles  in  the  King- 
dom of  Naples.     But  Lewis  did   not  fo 
far  indulge  his  Refentments,  as  not  to  let 
Reafons  of  State  prevail   over   vain   and 
popular  Prejudices,   and  therefore  Matters 
were   compounded,    and    the  Florentines 
alfo  received  under  the  royal  Protecflion*, 
the  King  obliging  himfelf  to  affift  them 
with    Six    Hundred    Lances    and    Four  Articles 
Thoufand  Foot,  againfl  all  Invaders,  and°^  ***® 
the    Florentines    reciprocally   engaging   to  between 
fupply  his    Majefty  with  Four  Hundred  ^^^^^'"S 
Men  at  Arms  and  Three  Thoufand  Vootfioren- 
for  the  Defence  of  his  Dominions  in  Italy  :*'""' 

Further, 

*  Buor.acorji,  in  his  Account  of  this  Treaty  or  League, 
condemns  the  Dilatorinefs  of  the  Florentines^  who  migh' 
have  obtained  what  Conditions  they  pleafed  of  the  King 
while  he  was  in  France  ;  but  after  he  came  to  Milan  and 
faw  himfelf  a  Conqueror,  he  naturally  rofe  in  his  De- 
mands, and  they  were  forced  to  purchafe  this  League 
with  a  round  Sum  of  Money,  and  with  little  Benefit  to 
tke  CommoB  wealth. 
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^'  D.  Further,  it  was  agreed  that  on  the  firfl: 
^Jj^^  Demand  of  the  Florentines  the  King 
(liould  furnifli  them  with  the  aforefaid 
Number  of  Lances  and  a  fufficient  Quan- 
tity of  Artillery  for  the  Recovery  of  Pifa^ 
and  of  thofe  Lands  and  Territories  taken 
from  them  by  the  Senefe  and  Lucchefe^  but 
not  of  thofe  held  by  the  Ge?ioeJe :  That 
if  they  did  not  demand  of  the  King  the 
Auxiliaries  ftipulated,  before  his  Enter- 
prife  againft  Naples^  he  fhould  be  obliged, 
when  he  undertook  that  Expedition,  to 
fend  all  or  Part  of  them  againft  the 
Tijans  5  and  they  engaged,  if  Pifa  at  that 
Time  fhould  be  recovered,  and  not 
otherwife,  to  join  the  royal  Army  with 
Five  Hundred  Men  at  Arms,  and  ad- 
vance Fifty  Thoufand  Ducats  towards  the 
Maintenance  of  Five  Thoufand  Swifs  for 
Three  Months,  befides  Re-payment  of 
Thirty-fix  Thoufand  Ducats  lent  them  by 
Lodovico,  deducfling  from  the  faid  Sum 
what  T^rivulzio  fliould  declare  to  have  been 
paid  or  expended  on  his  account.  Laft:ly,that 
thty  fliould  elecSt  for  their  Captain  General 
the  Prefeft  of  Rome,   who  was   Brother 

to 
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to  the  Cardinal  of  Sa?i  Piero  in  Vmcola^  at  ^'  ^• 
whofe  Inilance  this  Demand  was  made,     ^.-.v-.^ 

The  Pope,  whofe  Ambition  would  not 
fufFer  him  to  lie  dormant  at  fo  fair  an  Op- 
portunity, now  thought  it  a  fit  Time  to 
infifl  on  the  Performance  of  the  Promifes 
by  which  the  King  was  engaged  to  affift 
Duke  Vale7iti7io  againft  the  Vicars  of  Ro^ 
magna.  The  Duke,  who  had  accompa- 
nied his  Majefty  out  of  Frafice^  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  Requefl,  was  put  at   the  King 

Head  of  Three  Hundred  Lances  underj^'^'  ^^^ 

Pope. 

Ivo  aAllegri  paid  by  the  King,  and  Four 
Thoufand  Swifs  commanded  by  the  Bailiff 
of  Dijon,  who  were  in  the  Pay  of  the 
Pope  his  Father. 

The  Cities  of  Koma^na.    as   well  as 

.  State  of 

other  Territories  of  the  Ecclefiaftic  State,  tbe  Cide» 

had  undergone  Variety  of  Revolutions,  and°^  ^°' 

1  r  ^^  1  y->  magna, 

been  for  many  Years  under  Governorsj 
who  were  in  a  manner  independent  of  the 
Ro??jan  V on\A^ ',  fome  of  thefe  Governors, 
or  Vicars  as  they  were  called,  paid  them 
no  Tribute  in  Acknowledgement  of  their 
Superiority,    others  with  Difficulty,    and 

when 
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y^.  D.  when  they  pleafed.  But  all  in  general 
^thought  themfelves  at  Liberty  to  enter  into 
the  Service  of  other  Princes,  without 
aiking  leave  of  the  Pope,  or  fo  much  as  ex- 
cepting themfelves  from  bearing  Arms 
againft  the  holy  See ;  but  on  the  contrary 
were  obliged  to  defend  thofe  Princes 
againft  the  pontifical  Arms  and  Authority. 
The  Service  of  thefe  Vicars  was  very  much 
coveted,"  for,  befides  their  Power  and 
Strength,  which  was  confiderable,  their 
Country  lay  very  convenient  for  diftreff- 
ing  the  Pope,  and  checking  the  Growth 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  Power  and  Influence. 
Atthis  time  the  Cities  oi  Ravc?ma2indi  Cervia 
were  in  the  Hands  of  the  VenetianSy  who 
had  many  Years  before  wrefted  them 
from  the  Polenta  Family,  who  from 
private  Citizens  had  made  themfelves  Ty- 
rants *  of  their  Country,  and  were  after- 
wards acknowledged  as  Vicars  of  the  holy 
See.  Fae7izaj  Fo?^H^  Imola  and  Kimini 
had  each  their  particular  Vicars  ^  Cefena, 
which  had  long  been  in  Subjection  to  the 
Family  of  the  Malatejli,  had  lately,  fince 

the 

*  The  Italians  gave  the  Name  of  Tyrants  to  them  and 
their  Defcendants  who  obtained  the  Sovereignty  of  a  City 
by  Force. 
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the  Death  of  Domenico  Malatefta,  returned 
under  the  Obedience  of  the  Church.  But 
the  Pope  pretending  that  thefe  Cities  were, 
for  many  Reafons,  devolved  to  the  holy 
See,  was  refolved  to  reduce  them  to  their 
antient  Subjedion,  tho'  in  reaUty  he  de- 
ligned  them  for  his  Son  Ccejar^  and  had 
with  this  View  ftipulated  with  the  French 
King  that,  after  the  Conquefl  of  Milan 
he  fhould  lend  him  his  Affiftance  for  re- 
covering thofe  Cities  which  w^ere  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Vicars,  amongft  which  was 
Pefaro  then  in  Pofleffion  of  GiovanniSforza, 
formerly  Son-in-law  to  his  Holinefs.  But 
the  prefent  Grandeur  of  i\\Q  Ve?ietia72s  de- 
terred him  from  entertaining  any  Thoughts 
ofafTerting  his  Claims  to  the  Cities  in 
their  PolTeffion,  nor  did  he  think  it  con- 
venient at  that  Time  to  mention  his  Title 
to  fome  litde  Places  on  the  Po,  that  were 
in  the  Poifeffion  of  the  Duke  of  Ferrara. 
But  Valentino^  at  the  Head  of  the  aforefaid 
French  Troops,  and  thole  of  the  Eccleii- 
aftic  State,  marched  into  Romagna,  and 
imediately  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  Imola^ 
which  City  furrendered  to  him  the  latter 
End  of  December .^  H99*- 

Vol.  II.  B  b  This 

*  On  the  2gth  of  Dicember.      Buonacorfi. 


37®  THE  HISTORY  OF 

A.    D. 

cJj^2j  This  ¥ear,  fo  fruitful  of  Events,  and 
Turki/h  remarkable  Revolutions  in  Italy,  will  be 
Incurfion,  alfo  memorable  for  an  Irruption  of  the 
Turks  into  the  Venetian  Borders.  For  Ba- 
jazet,  the  Ottoman  Emperor,  having  vi^ith 
a  powerful  Fleet,  laid  Siege  by  Sea  to  the 
Venetian  Maritime  Towns  in  Greece,  de- 
tached Six  Thoufand  Horfe  to  ravage  the 
Province  of  Friuli.  The  Turks  finding  the 
Country  unguarded,  as  expeding  no  fuch 
Vilit,  plundered  and  burnt  all  that  came 
in  their  Way  as  far  as  Liquentia,  and  re- 
turning with  an  infinite  Number  of  Prifon- 
ers  as  far  as  the  Banks  of  the  River  Tiglia^ 
ventOj  for  the  better  Speed  feleding  as 
many  as  they  could  conveniently  carry 
with  them,  moft  cruelly  mafTacred  all  the 
reft.  Nor  were  the  Venetian  Affairs  well 
Venetian  managed  in  Greece,  for  Antonio  Grimano, 

Admiral  ^        -      r>,  ^       r    ^        rr         •  t-h 

faulty,  the  Captain  Sjeneral  or  the  Venetian  Fleet 
in  thofe  Parts,  was  accufed  of  negledling 
an  Opportunity  of  deftroying  the  Tiirkifh 
Fleet  when  it  came  out  of  Port  Sapientia^ 
and  again  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Gulph  of 
Lepanto.  The  Senate  after  appointing  him 
a  Succellor,  fent  him  a  Summons  to  ap- 
pear 
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pear  at  Venice^  and  committed  his   Caufe  ^-   ^» 
to  the  Cognizance  of  the  Council  of  the^Ji^ 
Prigadii  who  had  it  under  Examination  Tried 
many  Months,  his  Authority  and  Grcat- 
nefs  bearing  him  up,  and  pleading  ftrongly 
for  him  againft  a  Multitude  of  Arguments 
and  WitnefTes  produced  by  his  Accufers. 
At  laft  it  appearing  that  the  Authority  of 
the   Accufed,  and   the  Multitude  of  his 
Relations  pleaded  hard  for  his  Acquittal, 
or  becaufe  the    Council  of  Fregadi^    in 
which  were  many  Perfons  of  great  Pru- 
dence, had  no  Regard  to  common  Report 
or  ill  grounded  Calumnies,    but  applied 
themfelves  ferioully  to  find  out  the  Truth, 
the  Caufe  was  by  the  Magiftracy  of  Ad- 
vocates of  the  Community  referred  to  the 
Cognifance  of  the  Grand  Council,  w^here, 
cither  his  Friends  having  no  Sway,  or  that 
greater  Deference  was  paid  to  the  Preju- 
dices of  the  clamorous  Multitude,  than  to 
the   Did^tes  of  Senatorial   Gravity,    his 
Fate  was  at  length  determined,  tho' not  And  fen- 
till  the  End  of  the  enfuing  Year,  when  he^^""'^- 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  Banifhment 
in  the  Ifle  of  OJjaro. 

Bb  2  We 


THE    HISTORY   OF 

We  are  now  entering  on  the  Year  1 500 
as  fruitful  of  Events  as  the  former,  and 
alfo  memorable  for  the  plenary  Remiffion 
of  the  Jubilee,  firfl  inftituted  by  the  Popes 
to  be  celebrated,  according  to  the  Exam- 
ple of  the  Old  Teftament,  every  Hun- 
dredth Year, "not  with  Pomp  and  Paf- 
times,  as  was  the  Manner  of  the  old  Ro- 
mans in  their  fecular  Games,  but  for  the 
Salvation  of  Souls.  For  at  this  Time,  ac- 
cording to  the  pious  Belief  of  the  chriftian 
People,  there  is  granted  a  full  Remiffion 
of  all  Sins,  to  fuch  as  confefs  them  with 
fincere  Repentance,  and  vifit  the  Churches 
dedicated  to  the  Prince  of  the  Apoflles  at 
Rome,  This  Jubilee  has  fince  been  or- 
dered to  be  celebrated  every  Fiftieth  Year, 
and  at  laft  reduced  to  the  Twenty  Fifth 
tho'  out  of  Refped:  to  the  Memory  of  its 
firft  Inftitution,  the  Hundreth  Year  is 
celebrated  by  a  much  greater  Concourfe 
of  People. 

In  the  Beginning  of  this  Year  Vale?ifino 
took  Polleflion  of  the  City  of  Forli  with- 
out Oppofition.     The  Lady  Governefs  of 

the 
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the  Place  fending  away  her  Children  and 
her  richefl  Effed:s  to  Florence^  and  aban-i 
doning  the  reft  which  ihe  was  not  able  to 
preferve,  was  reduced  to  make  the  beft  of 
her  Defence  in*  the  Citadel  and  Caftle, 
which  were  well  provided  with  Men  and 
Artillery.  She  betook  herfelf  to  the  Cita- 
del, and  being  a  Woman  *  of  a  brave  and 
manly  Spirit,  flie  made  a  Reliftance  which 
redounded  very  much  to  her  Honour.  ^^-Behav^iour 
lenti?io  having  tried  in  vain  to  induce  her  of  a  Lady, 
to  furrender,  raifed  a  great  Battery  againft 
the  Citadel,  which  beat  down  a  good 
Part  of  the  Wall  and  drew  after  it 
much  of  the  Rampart,  and  filled  up  the 
Ditch  fo  far  as  to  make  the  Breach  eafy 
to  be  mounted.  But  the  Befieged  were 
fo  much  terrified,  that  they  abandoned 
the  Defence,  and  endeavoured  toietireinto 
the  Cafile.  The  Lady  ufed  her  utmioft 
Effort  to  flop  the  P.etreat,  and  animate 
her  Men,  but  was  born  down  by  the 
Crowd,  ,?Lnd  the  Enemy  breaking  in  upon 
B  b    3  them, 

,  *  This  Heroine  was  Madama  Caterina  Sforza  Riario, 
Wife  (o  Girdafno  Riario,  and  afterwards  of  Gio'vanni  de' 
Medici.  Some  write  that  when  Valentino  threatened,  }f 
flic  did  not  fjrrender  the  CitadtrJ,  to  kill  her  Children, 
ftje  cried  out,  "  Here,  Duke,  is  the  Mould  for  calling 
more  !" 


ijoo. 
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■A^^^'  them,  under  the  prefent  Hurry  and  Con- 
fufion,  cut  moil  of  them  to  pieces  before 
the  Gate,  and  entering  pell  mell  among 
the  reft  into  the  Caftle  put  all  to  the  Sword, 
except  a  few  of  the  Chief,  who  with  the 
Lady  retired  into  a  Tower,  and  were 
made  Prifoners.  Valentino  confidering 
her  Valour  more  than  her  Sex,  fent  her 
Prifoner  to  Rome^  where  {he  was  kept 
in  the  Caftle  of  Ean£  Angela^  till,  at  the 
Interceffion  of  Tve  d*  Allegre^  fhe  was  fet 
at  Liberty. 

Valentino,  having  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  Imola  and  Forli^  proceeded  with 
an  Intent  to  make  further  Conquefts,  but 
was  ftopt  in  his  Career  by  new  and  unfore-^ 
feen  Accidents.  For  the  King  of  France 
after  giving  what  Orders  he  thought  pro- 
per for  the  Adminiftration  of  his  new  Ac- 
quifition,  leaving  fufficient  Garrifons  in  the 
Milanefe^  and  prolonging  the  Truce  with 
the  King  of  the  Romans  till  the  May  en- 
fuing,  including  in  itthe  Dutchy  of  M//i?;/, 
and  all  that  the  French  poflefted  in  //tz^, 
returned  into  France.  He  took  with  him 
the  little  Sow  of  Giovan  GaleazzOy  whom 

his 
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his  Mother  imprudently  committed  to  his  '^-  ^' 
Care,  and  whom  he  aftei-wards  placed  in  y.^^m^a 
a  Monaftery,  and  left  the  GovermerO:  of 
Milan  to  Gianjacopo  Trivulzij  in  whom 
he  repofed  an  entire  Confidence,  both  oa 
account  of  his  Valour,  and  other  Merits, 
as  well  as  his  Enmity  to  Lodovico 
Sforza, 

But  the  King  could  not  leave  behind  jvf,/^„^^ 
him  a  faithful  Difpofition  in  the  Minds  of""«/y^ 

^  under  the 

his  new  Subjects,  many  of  whom  wereFr^^f^^ 
difgufted  at  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of^^^^"'"' 
the  French,  others  found  themfelves  dif- 
appointed  in  their  Expe6tations  of  the 
Rpyal  Bounty,  and  of  an  Exemption  from 
all  Taxes  whatever,  as  the  unthinking 
Populace  had  fondly  perfuaded  them- 
felves. Multitudes  were  highly  diffatis- 
fied  at  the  Promotion  of  Trivtdzi,  the 
Head  of  the  Fadion  of  the  Guclfs,  to  the 
Government  of  Milan,  where  the  GhibeU 
line  Fadlion  was  very  powerful  both  in 
the  Capital  and  all  over  the  Dutchy.  And 
this  ill  Difpofitiom  was  exafperated  by  the 
bad  Management  of  the  Governor,  who 
was  of  a  factious,  proud  and  refllefs  Tem- 
B  b  4  per. 
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per,  and  favoured  and  countenanced  with 
the  Authority  of  the  Chief  Magiftrate, 
much  more  than  was  convenient,  thofe  of 
his  own  Party.  Befides  he  was  abhorred 
by  the  Populace  for  killing  with  his  own 
Hand  in  the  public  Shambles  fome  Butch- 
ers, who  had  the  Impudence,  in  com- 
mon with  other  Sorts  of  Vulgar,  to  refufe 
Payment  of  the  Duties  from  which  they 
were  not  exempted,  and  were'fo  rafli  as  to 
oppofe  with  Force  of  Arms  the  Entrance 
of  the  Officers  appointed  to  colled;  them. 
On  account  of  thefc  Grievances  the  major 
Part  of  the  Nobility,  and  the  whole  Body 
of  the  common  People,  who  are  by  Na- 
ture greedy  of  Novelties,  longed  after  Lo- 
do-vico\  Return,  talked  of  the  fame  in 
public,  and  founded  his  Name  aloud  in 
the  open  Streets. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Milan, 
and  his  Brother  the  Cardinal  had  waited 
on  Cajar,  and  met  with  a  gracious  and 
honourable  Reception.  That  Prince  fliew- 
ed  much  Concern  for  their  Misfortunes, 
commiferated  their  afflided  Condition, 
and  made  them  repeated  Promifes  of  his 

marching 
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marching  in  Perfon  at  the  Head  of  a  pow- 
erful Army  for  the  Recovery  of  their  Eftate,* 
iince  he  had  now  put  .an  effediual  End  to 
his  War  with  the  Swifs,  But  fuch  was 
his  known  Ficklenefs  of  Temper,  and  his 
Manner  of  confounding  his  ill  concerted 
Projedis  one  with  another,  that  their  Hopes 
diminiflied  daily  j  and  as  he  was  labouring 
under  his  ufual  Neceffities,  without  any 
Regard  to  their  prefent  Diflrefs,  he  was 
continually  borrowing  Money  of  them. 
The  Duke  then  and  the  Cardinal,  being 
weary  of  flattering  themfelves  with  vain 
Hopes,  and  being  encouraged  by  the  con- 
tinual SoUicitations  of  Numbers  oiTto^pXtLodwvico 
of  Quality  in  Mila7i,  refolved  to  undertake^^"'^^'^* 
the  Woi*k  by  themfelves,  with  the  Help  of 
Eight  Hundred  Swifs,  and  Five  Hundred 
Men  at  Arms  of  Burgundy  which  they  had 
inlifled.  Trivuizi,  well  informed  of  their 
Motions,  was  alarmed,  and  immediately 
difpatched  an  Exprefs  to  Venice  to  follicit 
the  fpeedy  March  of  the  Venetian  Troops 
to  the  River  Adda,  and  another  to  2^v 
d  Alegre,  with  Letters,  importing  that  it 
was  neceilary  for  him  to  withdraw  from 
Valentino  with  the  French   Men  at  Arms 

and 
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■A.  D-  and  Swifs  under  his  Command,  and  march 
^^^^°^j  with  all  Speed  for  Milan-,  and  that  the 
Enemy  might  meet  with  Refiftance  at 
their  firft  Attempt,  he  ordered  part  of  the 
Army  to  Como,  his  Jealoufy  of  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Milaft  not  fuifering  him  to  fend 
his  whole  Force. 

But  the  Diligence  of  the  two  Brothers 
defeated  all  his  Meafures  j  for,  without 
waiting  till  all  their  Troops  were  affem- 
bled,  they  fet  out  with  fuch  as  were  ready, 
leaving  Orders  for  the  reft  to  follow  Party 
after  Party,  and  after  paffing  the  Moun- 
tains with  incredible  Speed  they  embarked 
on  the  Lake  of  Corno,  and  appearing  off 
that  City,  the  French,  who  knew  the  Dif- 
polition  of  the  Comefe,  forfook  the  Place, 

Loiowco  and  the  Sforzas  wereimmediately  received. 

recovers  fhe  News  of  the  Lofs  of  Como  raifed  fuch 
Commotions  in  the  People  of  Milan,  and 
in  almoft  all  the  Heads  of  the  Ghibelline 
Fa6tion,  that  Tumults  foon  followed, 
which  T^rivulzi  finding  himfelf  too  weak 
to  fupprefs,  had  no  Way  left  but  to  retire 

quitted  by  with  all   Speed  into  the  Caftle,   and  the 

thefrmZ'.j^lgj^^  following  together  with  fome  Men 

at 
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at  Arms,  who  had  retired  into  the  BarcOy  ^-  ^• 
adjoining  to    the   Caftle,     he    took    his  (^^r.yi->j 
Way  towards  Novaray  perfecuted  by  a  tu- 
multuous Mob  with  Infults  and  Execra- 
tions as  far  as  the  River  I'efmo,       He  left 
Four  Hundred   Lances  at    Novara,  and 
threw  himfelf  with  the  reft  into  Mortara, 
where  he  and    the   reft  of   the  Officers 
employed   their  Thoughts  more  on  the 
Manner  of    recovering   the   Dutchy   of 
Milan ^  when  Succours  ftiould  arrive  from 
France^  than  on  preferving   it  with  their 
prefent  Force, 

The  French  having  thus  quitted  Milan,  LoJovUo 
firft  the  Cardinal,  and  afterwards  Lo^ovico^f^^^"^ 

'  the  Citjr 

himfelf  made  their  Entrance    into    that  of  Mi/att. 
Capital,   and  took   full    Pofieffion  of  all 
except  the  Caftle,  with  as  much  Eafe  as  it 
had  been  loft,  the  People  exprefling  more 
Joy  and  Pleafure  at  his  Return  than  they 
had  done  at  his  Departure.     Pavia  and  Pa^ia 
Parma  declared  for  him  without  Delay,  ^"'^  ^'"■- 
and  Lodi  and  Piacenza  would  have  follow-  claims 
ed  their  Example,  had  not  the  Venetians^  Lodo'vUo* 
who  were  advanced  to  the  Adda,  haftily 
entered   thofe  Places.     Akjfandria,    and 

almoft 
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A.  D.  almoft-aU^  the  Towns  beyond  the  Po,  as 
*^°°* .  they  were  farther  diltant  from  Milan,  and- 
neareft  ^/,  a  City  which  belonged  to  the 
King  remained  in  Peace,  and  attentive 
to  the  further  Progrefs  of  Affairs,  by 
which  they  might  take  their  Meafures 
with  more  Safety  and  Advantage. 

LoDOVico    having   recovered    Milarij 

applied    himfelf    with    all  Speed  to  the. 

Levying  of  a   good  Body  of  Italian  Foot 

&nd  as  many  Men  at  Arms;  as  he  could 

procure  ;     and  ceafed  not   folliciting  by 

Intreaties,  Offers,  and  all  manner  ofHopes, 

■-    every  one  whom  he   thought  of  Abilit}'-, 

or  inclined  to  aflifl  him.  in  his  preffing 

Neceffity.     He  deputed  Cardinal  Sanfeve- 

rino  to    Ctejar,  to    notify  his    profperous 

Beginning,  and  intreat  a  Supply  of  Men 

Lodovico  and  Artillery.     And  as  he  would  by  no 

unfuccefi-  jyjeans  have  the  Venetian  Senate  his  Ene- 

tul  wuh  ,         . .  ^        ' 

xheVeru-  mics,  he  gavc  Ordcrs  for  Cardinal  Afcania 

ti^«//'f^""^^  difpatch  without  Delay  the  Bifliop  of 

and.  '     Cremona  X.0  Venice,   to  make  an   Offer  of 

enoeie.    j^econciliation^   which    he    was  heartily 

willing  to  procure  upon  whatever  Terms 

they   Ihould  ^pleafe   to    prefcribe.      But 

the 
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the   Bifliop    found  the  Senate  inflexible, 
for  they  were  determined  not  to  depart 
from  their  Confederacy  with  France.  The 
Genoefe,    tho'    earneftly  follicited,    refufed 
to  return  under  his  Dominion  -,  nor  would 
the  Florentines  comply  with  his  Demand 
of  repaying  him  what  they  had  borrowed. 
Only  the  Marquis  of  Mantoiia  fent   his 
Brother  with  fome  Men  at  Arms  to  his 
Affiftance;  and  thefe  were  accompanied 
by   the   Lords  of  Mirandola^  Carpi,  and 
Correggio.     The  Se?iefe  remitted  him  alfo  a 
fmali  Sum  of    Money;    but  thefe  were 
but  fcanty  Supplies  to  a  Man  in  his  Con- 
dition 3  as  were  alfo  thofe  of  Filippo  Roffo, 
and  the   Vermifiejchi .       The    Fathers    of 
thefe    Noblemen    had  been  deprived  of 
their  Dominion  by  Lodo-vico,  the  RoJJi  in 
particular  of  San  Secondoy  Torchiara^   and 
many  other  Seats  in  the  Parmefan  -,  and 
the  Verminejchi  of  the  City  oiBobbio,  and 
other  circumjacent  Places  in  the  Moun- 
tains of  Fiacenza.      But  now  Filippo  left 
the   Venetian   Service    without  Le?ive,  in 
order  to  recover  his  Patrimony,  which  he 
effedled,  and  then  joined  Lodovico  with 
his  Troops  ;  the   fame  Means  were  ufed 

by 
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^-   ^'  by  the  Verminejchi  to  regain  what  belonged 
u-v-*«'to  them,   both  Parties  laying  hold  of  this 
Occafion   to   work  themfelves    into    the 
Duke's  Favour. 

LoDOVico  having  alTembled  Fifteen 
Hundred  Men  at  Arms  befides  the  Bur^ 
gundian  Horfe,  his  Infantry  conflfting  of 
the  Swifs,  and  a  numerous  Body  of  Italian 
Foot,  left  his  Brother  Afcanio  at  the  Siege 
of  the  Caftle  of  Milan,  and  pafTing  the 
'^ejino,  took  PolTellion  of  the  Town  and 
Fortrefs  of /^z]g-^'u^;/o  by  Compolition,  and 
fat  down  bfore  Novara,  He  chofe  to 
befiege  this  Place  rather  than  Mortara^ 
either  becaufe  the  French  had  flrongly 
fortified  themfelves  in  Mortara,  or  becaufe 
^ovara  hc  imagined  that  the  Conquefl:  of  that 
by  So-  famous  and  plentiful  City  would  greatly 
""'^O'  increafe  his  Reputation,  and  fhorten  the 
War ',  and  by  taking  Novara  the  French 
in  Mortara  might  probably  be  fo  diftrefied 
for  want  of  Viduals,  as  to  be  forced  to 
abandon  the  Place  j  or,  perhaps,  his  De- 
fign  was  alfo  to  intercept  the  Paflage  of  V-oe 
d'AlIegre,  who  was  returning  from  Ro^ 
I  magna  to  Novara,     That  General  was  on 

his 
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his  March  with  Duke  Valentino y  in  order 
to  befiege  PefarOy  but  on  receiving  Orders 
from  Trivulzioj  he  fuddenly  departed  with 
all  the  Horfe  and  the  Swifs,  and  in  his 
March  near  Parma  hearing  of  the  Re- 
bellion oi  Milan ^  he  redoubled  his  Speed, 
and  making  an  Agreement  with  the 
Parmefans  and  the  Piacentijies  that  he 
would  do  them  no  Damage,  provided 
they  would  grant  him  free  Paflage,  he 
made  the  befl:  of  his  Way  to  Torio?ia, 
Arriving  near  that  City  he  was  addreffed 
by  the  Guelfs^  who  thirfting  after  Revenge 
again  ft  the  GhibellinSy  reprefented  to 
him  how  after  that  Party  had  returned 
under  the  Obedience  of  LodovicOy  they 
were  infulted  and  turned  out  of  their 
Houfes  by  them  ;  but  the  French  entering 
the  Town  plundered  all  whether  Friend 
or  Foe  without  Diftindlion,  the  Guelfs  in 
vain  lamenting  and  exclaiming  that  the 
King's  moft  faithful  Servants  were  treated 
no  better  than  perfidious  Enemies.  From 
^ortona  Tve  continued  his  March  to  Alef- 
fandriay  where  he  was  obliged  to  ftay, 
becaufe  the  Swifs^  either  for  want  of  Pay, 
or  out  of  Treachery,    deferted    to    the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Milan.  The  Duke  now  finding 
himfelf  flronger  than  his  Enemies  puflied 
on  the  Siege  Novara^  in  hopes  of  taking 
the  Place  before  the  French ^  who  expeded 
Succours  from  the  King,  could  be  in  a 
Condition  to  relieve  it.  His  Endeavours 
took  EfFeft,  for  the  French  Garrifon, 
defpairing  of  Relief,  furrendered  the 
Town  upon  Articles,  by  which  they  were 
t^o'vara  allowed  to  march  out  of  the  Place  with 
furrender-^ll  their  EiFeds,  and  be  fafely  conduced 

ed  to  1,0-  '  -^ 

domco.  to  Vercelli.  The  Capitulation  was  punctu- 
ally obferved  by  Lodovico,  tho'  fome  would 
have  perfuaded  him  to  break  it,  and  put 
the  Garrifon  to  the  Sword,  as  the  furefl: 
Means  to  difable  his  Enemy,  and  not  un- 
warranted by  the  Example  of  great  Men, 
who  have  violated  their  Faith,  for  the 
Sake  of  acquiring  a  State  ;  how  much 
more  lawful  then  muft  it  be  to  break  ones 
Faith  for  preferving  it !  The  City  of 
Novara  being  'reduced,  Lodovico  laid  Siege 
to  the  Citadel ;  but  it  was  thought  that  if 
he  had  marched  towards  Mortara^  where 
was  a.  Mifunderftanding  between  higni 
and  Trivulzio^  the  French  would  have  re- 
tired on  the  other  Side  of  the  Po. 

But 
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1500. 
But  while   Lodovico  was  thus  active o^^->J 

and  diligent  in  improving  his  good  For-^^^^^^ 

tune,  the  Kino-  was  no  lefs  eaojer  and  foUi-  King 

citous  to  repan-  his  Lones.     As  loon  as  ne  preparatl- 

had  received  Advice  of  the  Rebellion  of  ons  to  re- 
cover Mi- 
Milan,  burning  with  Shame  and  Indigna-/^„. 

tion,  he  immediately  difpatched  Tremouilk 

with  Six  Hundred  Lances  for  Italy,  gave 

Orders  for  raifmg  a  great  Body  of  Sw(fsy 

and  for  the  greater  Expedition  in  providing 

all     things     neceflary,      appointed     the 

Cardinal  of  Rotie?2  his  Intendant  General 

on  this  Side  the  Mountains,  and  ordered 

him  to  fet  out  immediately  for  J^li.   The 

Preparations  were  fo  haflened,  that  by  the 

Beginning  of  April  the  King  had  in  Italy 

an  Army  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Lances,  Ten 

Thoufand  Swifs,  and  Six  Thoufand  French 

under  the  Command  of  La   Tremoiiilky 

^rividzi,  and  Ligni.     All  tliefe  Troops 

affembled  together  at  M?r^^r^,  and  thence 

marched  towards  Novara,  depending  as 

much  on  Treachery  as  open  Force  ;  for 

the  chief  Officers  of  the»Si£^//}  that  were  in 

Lodovico  s  Army,   tho'   they  had  behaved 

both  bravely  and  faithfully  in  the  Siege  of 

V0L..IL  C  c  Novara 
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A.  D.  JSfovara^  entered  now  into  a  private  Com- 
ijr^'-yj  bination  with  the  chief  Officers  of  their 
Countrymen  that  were  in  the  French 
Army,  which  Lodovico  beginning  to  fuf- 
ped:,  gave  Orders  for  the  March  of  Four 
Hundred  Horfe  and  Eight  Thoufand  Foot 
from  Milan  to  reinforce  his  Army.  The 
Swifs  that  were  in  Novara  now  began 
to  be  tumultous  at  the  Instigation  of 
their  Officers,  and  took  Occafion  to 
murmur  becaufe  they  were  difappointed 
of  their  Pay  on  the  Day  it  was  pro- 
mifed.  But  the  Duke  immediately  fly- 
ing to  the  Place  where  the  Tumult 
was,  ufed  fuch  kind  and  fair  Speeches, 
intermixed  with  Prayers  and  Intreaties, 
as  really  moved  Compaffion  ;  and  by 
making  them  a  Prefent  of  all  his  Plate, 
prevailed  on  them  to  wait  till  the  Mo- 
ney arrived  from  Milan.  But  the  Swifs 
Officers  being  apprehenflve  that  if  the 
Duke's  Army  ihould  be  reinforced  by 
the  Troops  from  Milan^  the  Execution 
of  their  treacherous  Defigns  might  be 
prevented,  took  Care  that  the  French 
Army  fliould  prefent  itfelf  in  order  of 
Batde    before    the    Walls    of   Novaray 

furrounding- 
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furrounding  a  great  Part  of  it,  while  ^-  D. 
they  pofted  a  Body  of  Horfe  between  (^,^^^,->^ 
that  City  and  the  River  Tefino^  to  pre- 
vent the  Duke  or  any  other  from  ef- 
caping  to  Milaii.  The  Duke  finding 
every  Hour  more  and  more  Reafon  to 
think  himfelf  betrayed,  refolved  to  march 
with  his  Army  out  of  Novara,  and 
give  the  Enemy  Battle,  having  alrea- 
dy ordered  out  his  light  Horfe,  and 
the  Burgiindians  to  begin  the  Fight. 
But  his  Meafures  were  flatly  contra- 
<ii(5led  and  oppofed  by  the  fe//}  Com- 
manders, who  protefted  that  it  was 
not  lawful  for  them  to  fight  againfl 
their  own  Brothers,  near  Relations  and 
Countrymen,  without  Leave  firft  ob- 
tained from  their  Superiors.  *     And  foon  i„j,^^i^^ 

.  C   C    2  after  betrayed 

by  his 

•  Some  would  cxcufe  the  ^w//}  in  this  AiFair,  alledg- 
ing  that  they  are  prohibicted  by  their  Law,  under  the 
fevereft  Penalties,  to  appear  in  Arms  againft  the  public 
Standard  of  the  League  ;  and  becaufe  the  S'zv//}  in  Lodo- 
'vkd'i  Army  had  been  privately  lifted,  but  thofe  in  the 
Trench  Service  under  the  public  Banner  of  the  League, 
confequently  the  former  vv^ere  not  at  Liberty  to  aft  againft 
their  Countrymen  on  the  other  Side  without  rebcDin'T 
againft  their  Laws. 
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^^'^-  after  intermixing  with  the  other  iS-k^//?, 
(_^^yl>^as  if  they  made  but  one  Army,  they 
declared  their  Refolution  to  fet  out  im- 
mediately for  their  own  Country.  Nor 
could  Lodovico  with  all  his  Prayers, 
Tears,  and  infinite  fair  Promifes,  di- 
vert them  from  this  barbarous  Treache- 
ry, tho'  he  befought  them  in  the  moft 
fupplicant  Manner,  that  they  would,  at 
leaft,  condud:  him  into  a  Place  of 
Safety.  But  thefe  obdurate  Wretches 
having  before  agreed  with  the  French 
Generals  to  march  off,  and  leave  him 
behind,  his  Requeft  w^as  not  granted. 
All  he  could  obtain  was,  to  drefs  him- 
felf  like  a  Swifs  private  Centinel,  and 
to  take  his  Chance,  if  he  was  not 
known,  to  efcape.  This  Propofal  he 
accepted  of  as  his  only  Refuge  in  this 
utmoft  Diftrefs  ;  but,  alas !  it  proved 
infufficient  for  his  Security.  For  as 
the  Swifs  were  marching  in  niilitary 
Order  through  the  French  Arrqy, 
he  was,  by  the  Vigilance  of  thofe 
who  were  appointed  to  watch,  or  by 
the  Indication  of  the  Swifs  themfelves, 
difcovered   as  ,he  was   marching   a-foot 

in 
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in  the  iiiidfl  of  a  Battalion,  clothed  A.  D. 
and  armed  like  a  Swtfs,  and  immedi-r_^.-^^^^ 
ately  made  a  Prifoner ;  a  miferable  Spec- 
table  !  which  drew  Tears  even  from 
the  Eyes  of  many  that  were  his  Ene- 
mies. With  him  were  taken  Galeazzo 
da  Sanfcveriito,  Fracajfa^  and  Antofimaria 
his  Brothers,  difguifed  in  the  fame 
Manner  among  the  Swifs.  The  Italian 
Soldiers  were  all  feized  and  flript,  ei- 
ther in  Novara,  or  in  their  Flight  to- 
wards the  Tefino.  But  the  Burgimdian 
Horfe,  and  the  German  Foot  vv^ere  ci- 
vily  difmilled,  the  Frejtch  not  thinking 
fit  to  affront  thefe  Nations. 

The  Duke  being  taken,  his  Army 
difperfed,  all  Obflacles  removed,  and 
every  Place  full  of  Flight  and  Terror, 
Cardinal  Afcanio^  who  had  already  for- 
warded the  March  of  the  Troops  that 
were  alTembled  at  Milan,  being  terrified 
at  fo  fad  a  Cataflrophe,  fuddenly  de- 
parted from  Milan,  in  order  to  retire 
to  fome  Place  of  Safety,  accompanied 
by  many  of  the  Ghibelline  Nobles,  who 
having  Ihcwn  an  immoderate  Zeal  fo^ 
C  c  3  Lodo- 
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^-  ^-  LodcvicOj  delpaired  of  obtaining  Par- 
^^^Z^^^don  from  the  French.  But  it  was  or- 
dained that  Treachery  and  ill  For- 
tune fhould  both  equally  confpire  a- 
gai nil  the  Two  Brothers.  The  Cardi- 
nal fatigued  with  a  hafly  and  trouble- 
fome  Day's  Journey,  refled  the  next 
Night  at  Rivolta  in  the  Fiacentine^  a 
Caftle  beloning  to  Currado  Lando^  a 
Gentleman  of  Fiacenza^  his  Relation 
and  intimate  Friend.  But  Currado^  chang- 
ing his  Mind  with  the  Change  of  For- 
tune, fent  immediate  Notice  of  his 
Gueft  to  Carlo  Orjini^  and  Sofizino  Ben- 
zone^  two  Venetian  Officers  at  Fiacen- 
za^  and  upon  their  Arrival  with  a  Guard 
Cardinal  delivered  him  into  their  Hands.  But 
UuzyU.  Hermes  Sforza,  Brother  to  the  late  Duke 
Giovanni  GakazzOy  and  fome  other  Ghi^ 
ielline*' Gcntlemtn  that  accompanied  the 
Cardinal,  who  had  more  wifely  confult- 
ed  their  Safety  than  to  take  up  their  Lodg- 
ing with  him  in  the  Caftle,  were  palTed 
forwards,  j^fcanio  was  immediately  con- 
duced a  Prifoner  to  Venice  ;  but  the  King 
confidering  how  much  it  would  conduce 
to  the  Security  of  the  Dutchy  oi  Milan  to 
i  b^ve 
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hive  him  in  his  own  Cuflody,  perempto-  ^  ^* 
rily  demanded  him  of  the  Senate,  and  0'-v>j 
upon  their  demurring,  proceeded  to  Pro- 
tefts  and  Menaces,  claiming  him  as  his 
Prifoner  becaufe  he  was  taken  in  a  Country 
fubjed:  to  his  Dominion.  This  Demand, 
tho'  very  harfli  and  grating,  and  highly 
injurious  to  the  Honour  of  the  Venetian 
Name,  yet  to  avoid  the  Fury  of  the  French 
Army,  the  Senate  thought  befl  to  com- 
ply with,  and  delivered  him  up  together ^^''^"«<^ 
with  all  the  reft  of  the  Miknefe  who  hz6.  French, 
been  taken  with  him.  And  as  a  greater  In- 
ftance  of  their  Obfeqiiioufnefs,  Battijia 
Vifconti,  and  fome  others  of  the  Nobles 
who  had  fled  from  Milan  on  the  fame 
Account,  and  taken  Refuge  in  the  Ghia- 
radadddj  and  had  obtained  a  Proteftioiji 
for  their  Security,  in  which  it  was  ex- 
prefly  mentioned  that  they  ihould  not  be 
delivered  up  to  die  French,  were  notwith- 
ftanding,  from  the  fime  Motives  of  fervile 
Awe  and  Dread,  delivered  into  the  Kings 
Power.  Of  fo  much  Influence  was  the 
Terror  of  the  French  Arms  at  that  Time 
on  the  Venetian  Senate,  as  to  fet  alide  all 
Regard  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Republic. 

C  c   4  The 
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i,r\->i;  The  City  of  Milan,  deftitute  of  all 
Hopes,  immediately  fent  AmbafTadors  to 
the  Cardinal  of  Rotie?2  humbly  to  implore 
Pardon.  The  Cardinal  received  them  very 
gracioufly,  and  granted  them  a  Pardon 
for  their  Rebellion  in  the  King's  Name, 
but  on  Condition  of  paying  Three  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  Ducats,  the  greateft  Part 
of  which  the  King  afterwards  was  pleafed 
to  remit.  After  the  fame  Manner  did  the 
Cardinal  pafs  an  Indemnity  for  the  other 
Cities  that  had  rebelled,  fining  every  one 
X  of  them  according  to  their  refpectiveRank 
and  Abilities  *. 

The  War  being  thus  happily  ended, 
the  Troops  were  difbanded  j  but  the  Sw(fs 
of  the  Four  Cantons  nearefl  to  the  Town 
of  Bellmzofie,  iituated  among  the  Moun- 
tains, in  their  Return  home,  unexpededly 
took  Poffeffion  of  that  Place.  The  Kin? 
at  firit  might  have  had  it  reftored  for  a 
moderate  Sum,  but  indulging  his  penu- 
rious 


*  Pamia  was  fined  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Ducats, 
Parma  Sixty  Thoufand.    Buonccorji, 
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rious  Temper,  to  Hive  a  little  Money,  he  ^-  ^* 
loft  Opportunities  that  were  of  great  Mo-  v^^v^^ 
ment  to  his  Affairs.  For  fucli  Times  and 
Accidents  happened  afterwards,  as  made 
him  oftentimes  defirous  to  purchafe  that 
Town  at  any  Rate,  it  being  a  Pafs  of  the 
greateft  Importance  for  preventing  the  De- 
fcent  of  the  Swifs  into  the  Milaiiefe, 

LoDovico  Sforza  was  condudted  to 
Lions ^  where  the  King  was  at  that  Time, 
and  made  his  Entry    into  that  City    at 
Noonday  amidft  an  infinite  Number  of 
Spedators,   who  flocked  from  all  Parts  to 
behold  a  Prince  fo  lately  at  the  Height  of 
Grandeur  and  Majefty,  and  the  Envy  of 
the  World  for  Happinefs,  now  fallen  into 
the  moft  abjed:  State  of  Mifery,  and  not 
able  to  obtain  the  Favour,  tho'  he  earneft- 
ly  delired  it,   of  being  admitted   into  the 
King's  Prefence.     After  Two   Days  \iQLoi,^ico 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  of  Loches^'^^^^^\^'^^- 
where  he  fpent  the  Remainder  of  his  Life,der  of  his 
which  was  about  ten  Years,  in  a  narrowt'f^'"* 

1  •   1        A'     1     1  Prifon. 

rnfon,  which  aftorded  Room  enough  to 
hold  thq  Man  whofe  Thoughts  and  Am- 
bition 
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\.^X,^  circunifcribe. 

Hi?  Cha-  LoDOVico  Sforza,  was,  without 
matt.  Qygfj-i^^jj^^  a  Prince  of  extraordinary  Wit 
and  Eloquence,  and  of  many  other  natu- 
ral Endowments,  and  might  well  deferve 
the  Appellation  of  gentle  and  merciful, 
had  not  the  Infamy  of  his  Nephew's 
Death  fullied  that  Part  of  his  Charader. 
But  on  the  other  Hand  it  mufl  be  con- 
feffed  that  he  was  naturally  vain,  reftlefs, 
ever  full  of  ambitious  Projects,  made  light 
of  his  Promifes,  or  a  Breach  of  Faith, 
and  was  fo  conceited  of  his  Wifdom,  that 
he  could  by  no  means  endure  to  hear 
another  commended  for  extraordinary  Pru  - 
dence  and  Sagacity,  perfuading  himfelf 
that  by  his  own  Art  and  Induflry  he 
could  dive  into  the  Thoughts,  and  pene- 
trate the  Defigns  of  the  moft  able  Politi- 
cians, and  bend  them  to  his  own  Purpofes. 

Cardinal       His    Confinement  was   followed    not 

coXfltd.  ^°^^S  ^^^^"^  ^y  ^^^^  °^  Cardinal  Jfcanio, 
his  Brother,  who  was  received  with  greater 
Civility  and  Refped,  and  had  the  Favour 

to 
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to  be  vifited  by  the  Cardinal  of  Rouen.  A.  D 
He  had  alfo  a  more  honourable  Prifon,  Ji°^ 
for  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower  of 
Bourges,  where  the  King  who  now  im- 
prifoned  him  had  formerly  lain  himfelf 
two  Years  confined.  So  mutable  and 
wretched  is  the  Condition  of  Mortals,  and 
fo  blind  are  we  to  future  Events^  and  the 
Approaches  of  Fate  ! 
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